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Club Meeting, Monday, August 9, 2004

We will meet, as usual, on the 2nd Monday of the month at 690 
Coliseum Drive in the Red Cross Building at 7:30 PM sharp in Room 
09, but come early, say, 7:00-ish, to "hob-nob" with your fellow 
hams.  The program will be a presentation on Time Domain 
Reflectivity (TDR).

License Exams
The Forsyth Amateur Radio Club continues to offer license exam sessions on the FIRST 
Saturday of EVERY month (includes holidays!) at the American Red Cross Chapter 
House, 690 Coliseum Drive, in Winston Salem. This is across the parking lot from the 
Arts Council Theater ("Little Theater").  Examinees need: Photo ID, ORIGINAL and 
COPY of all documents (License, CSCEs, anything else submitted for exam credit), 
Social Security Number, and fee of $12.  Registration begins at 8:30 AM. Exams begin 
at 9:00. Please arrive before 9:00 because if you aren't there we might leave!

Steve Mierisch, KG4JWU, watches as Henry, IV, KI4DDF, makes 
his first Field Day QSO all while a most proud Papa Henry, III, 
W2DZO, observes in the background.

In the upper left, Raja, KB6MTH, and (I’m soooo cute!) Alice Chatterjee 
“hobnob” at Field Day (WX1NCC Photo).  And below right, the two Toms.  Our 
illustrious President, Tom Gallagher, N4IOZ, plays a little “radioman” 
while Tom (He does exist!) Pugh, KB4JO, watches.

From the President

June, which is annually "Ham Radio Month," is over. The Hamfest 
and Field Day are behind us and the last half of the year stretches 
before us. Now that we're at the midpoint of my term I'm starting to 
reflect a little on where we have been and where we are going.

I spent most of the time at the Hamfest actually over at the Chapter 
House administering license exams. Of all the activities in which 
I've participated in Ham Radio, being a VE ranks right up near the 
top as far as satisfaction is concerned. Passing that exam is one of the 
most difficult achievements in the lives of many hams, and it's my 
privilege to be there for that moment when I can say 
"congratulations, you passed!" It takes me back more than thirty 
years to the day I sat for my Novice exam and the great feeling I had 
then. I see in every new ham both the accomplishment of a goal and 
the potential for even greater achievement.

Field Day is another great time for me. Sure, I do some operating, 
stuff a few great hot dogs and burgers in my mouth, and generally get 
to "play radioman" for a day. Even better than that, though, is the 
opportunity to meet some real "more experienced" folks who come 
out to visit. It seems that every year, some time after the grill cools 
down and the food is put away and the antennas get hard to see in the 
darkness, three or four faces appear from the past. The chance to sit 
and hear stories about the old days reminds me that I'm still fairly 
new to all this.  Even more so, I'm reminded of all the experience that 
has been handed on to me and what my responsibility is to the future.

So, although the next six months might seem to be a "coast 
downhill," we really have to get ready for the hand-off to the next 
year. In 2005 we will mark seventy-five years since the founding of 
the radio club in Winston-Salem. I'm looking forward to that being a 
GREAT year!

Board Appointment

Thanks go to Woody Kinny, KF4PLQ, for accepting appointment as 
Hamfest Committee Chairman for 2004-2005.

In recent years the Hamfest has been put on "autopilot," and Woody 
has agreed to work with The Board to revitalize the actual 
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Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc is a non-profit (IRS 501(c)3) North Carolina 
corporation for the promotion of Amateur Radio, and for the education and training 
of hams and the general public primarily in Forsyth County, North Carolina.  

FARC was originally incorporated as the Winston-Salem Radio Club on December 
31, 1930 and has been in operation ever since.  We currently maintain a state-of-the-
art ham station in the basement of the Red Cross, 690 Coliseum Dr., Winston-Salem, 
NC and also maintain two 2-meter repeaters, 146.64 (100 Hz tone) and 145.47 (100 
Hz tone).  

FARC has a general membership meeting with a program on the 2nd Monday of 
every month at the Red Cross building, 690 Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem.  The 
club conducts its main business meeting (sometimes inaccurately and wrongly 
called the Board Meeting) on the 3rd Monday generally at the same location.  This is 
where most of the club’s business is conducted and all attending members have a 
vote.  All club members are strongly encouraged to attend the business meeting.  
For more information about FARC mail us at FARC, Inc., PO Box 11361, Winston-
Salem, NC, 27116; call 336-723-7388; or visit out web site at www.w4nc.com .  
Club email is to w4nc@triad.rr.com .  

Officers for 2004 are:  

President:  Tom Gallagher, N4IOZ 
n4ioz@triad.rr.com

Vice-President:  Don Edwards, WS4NC
ws4nc@arrl.net

Secretary:  Dan O’Leary, KG4ECI 
kg4eci@webtv.net

Treasurer:  Don Donadio, KT4KV  
kt4kv@bellsouth.net.  

Newsletter Editor:  Don Edwards, WS4NC 
ws4nc@arrl.net 

To join our list server send a blank email to 
w4nc-subscribe@yahoogroups.com   

All content is Copyright 2004 by Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc, unless 
otherwise noted.  Permission is given to reproduce for non-commercial purposes 
provided proper credit is given. If you would like to help support the newsletter with 
an ad, please contact Don Edwards (email: wb4kqn@triad.rr.com).  Ad deadlines 
are 7 days before the end of the month.  Rates are $50 for 12 months.  Cheap!

We trade newsletters with other clubs, and many local clubs are on our mailing list.  
If your club has a newsletter and would like to trade please send us a copy.
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committee. One of the items on the July agenda will be to set a regular 
Hamfest Committee meeting time and place. At first the thought was to 
set the time on the first Monday of the month, but some of the more 
active members of the club made the point that this would take them 
out of the house four times a month for ham radio and the proposal was 
made to tag-end the PVRC meeting on the fourth Monday (putting 
meetings on the second, third, and fourth Monday, not counting the 
weekly ARES meetings on each Thursday which are on-air.) Regular 
meetings will be important this year because we be discussing every 
aspect of our Hamfest production.

So, if you would like to participate in the discussions on the 2005
Hamfest please either come or send word regarding your opinion on 
meeting dates to the July meeting.

Lastly, the board would like to give final thanks to Raymond, 
WX1NCC, for his work on the Hamfest the past two years.

Board of Directors

House: Van Key, KC4WSK
Technical: Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL
Finance: Don Donadio, KT4KV
Program: Don Edwards, WS4NC
Special Activities/W4NC Shack: Henry Heidtmann, W2DZO
Education: {open)
Resolutions: (open)
Public Relations: Melissa Hall, W4RXG
Hamfest: Woody Kinney, KF4PLQ

The current membership of the board is nine (9).

July Meeting 

We had twenty-eight people in attendance at our July meeting---
OUTSTANDING! Glad to see Cedric, WB4ZWS; John, N0KTY; 
Tom, KB4JO; John, N4JP; Dick, W4UW; Brad, K4BLR; Michael, 
KG4HTR; Rick, N4MBI; Audrey, N4QOV; Ray, KK4JI; Benny 
(REACT); Dan, KG4ECI; Don, WS4NC; Earl "The Beet", KB6MTH; 
Melissa, W4RXG; Don, KT4KV; Jeff, AC4YN; Gene, WB4MSG; 
Van, KC4WSK; Henry, W2DZO; Alex, KI4DDD; Ed, AF4XC; 
Robert, KG4NEP; and Tom, N4IOZ. A special welcome to our 
visitors, Jack; NW4O; Gene, K4SDV; and Barb, KE5ACN. Tim, 
AG4RZ also marked himself "visiting" this month.

Our visitor Jack, NW4O won the 50/50 drawing! Congratulations 
Jack!

Tom, N4IOZ
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Ever wonder what really makes Gene Bowman’s, 
WB4MSG, CFA antennas  work?  

It’s grasshopper power!

The Newsletter Hamfest:
1.  Kenwood TS-520S with manual, in great condition (my back-up rig for Africana Net control while 
overseas); 2.  Swan 500C with manual and mike.  Operational, but could use a new pair of finals 
(6LQ6’s or 6MJ6’s or^6JE6’s); 3.  Swan 350 with manual and mike, also operational, but could use a 
new pair of finals (6HF5’s).  I need a 2 meter handheld and will consider an arrangement on a trade or 
purchase.  Contact Al, KI4FJS 940-2147 day or night.

On the left, Jack, NW4O, looks in stunned silence at winning the
 Raffle at the July meeting.  On the right Woody, KF4PLQ, cooks 
up some yummy hamburgers at Field Day.

Homebrew Show-n-Tell is in November.
Is your project ready?
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ARES

This month there is an ARES application in the Newsletter.  If you 
haven’t already done so, please fill this out and return it to me, 
either at the next Club meeting or by mail.  Because of tighter 
security measures after 9/11, some disaster events may require you 
to be registered as a member prior to the  disaster event in order to 
participate.  

Just a reminder, please join us on the Forsyth County Ares Net 
Thursday evenings at 8:30 p.m. on the W4NC repeater, frequency 
145.47 MHz.  

73, John Kippe, N0KTY 

ARES Emergency Coordinator

Upcoming Hamfests

There are no NC hamfests in August.

Sept. 4 & 5, Shelby, Labor Day weekend at the Cleveland County fairgrounds.

October 2, Rockhill SC Hamfest at the York County Community College.

October 10, Hamfest, Maysville, NC

Nov. 13, GAARC Swapfest, Gastonia, NC (NEW!)

Nov. 21 JARSFest at American Legion, Benson, NC

Yes, they can still fly RC airplanes while a 
ham radio Field Day is going on only a few 

hundred feet away!

Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL, prepares the FARC 
Public Information Display at Field Day.



Editor's Corner

Someone is going to be unhappy with me.  I was given a list of goodies for sale by a Club 
member at the last Club meeting, but I can’t find it.  Nor can I remember who gave it to me.  
I think it was Don-Don delivering for another Club member.  Sigh.  So, yes, I’m sorry.  
And I apologize too.  At least I remember that I forgot it.  Does that count?  I called Don-
Don, but apparently he’s out of town again.

Below are more Field Day Pictures courtesy of Raymond, WX1NCC.  It’s nice to have 
another photographer around.  Clockwise from upper left, Tim AG4RZ and Brandy King; 
Bill Day, WB4VHC; Dan (Dan-o!) O’leary, KG4ECI; and Raja, KB6MTH, apparently 
telling Don-Don, KT4KV, about the one that got away.  And in the center of attention is 
Alice (I’m soooo cute!) Chaterjee.

73, Don, WS4NC

Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc.
PO Box 11361
Winston-Salem, NC  27106-1361
336-723-7388

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Moment of Zen

Dale, WB9SZL, and Robert, KG4NEP, make “light”work 
of setting for the Hamfest.  (Photo:  WX1NCC)

Don, WS4NC (hey that’s me!), and Andy Austin, KG4GSC, 
chatting the night before the Hamfest.    ( Photo:  WX1NCC)
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