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Annual December Meeting
We have found our December home and Diamondback Grill is it!
Everyone had a great time at Diamondback, there were a variety of
menu options in all price ranges; the facility accommodates our
group’s size very well with good acoustics. And the food was
excellent. It was a great time to meet and chat with family members
we don’t always see every month and to recognize those who have
contributed to our Club’s success in the last year. Many thanks to
Tom, N4IOZ for his capable leadership as President in 2005, and also
welcome home Raja, KB6MTH from his tour in Kuwait. And a most
special congratulations to Van Key, KC4WSK for his recognition as
Ham-of-the-Year. Van’s efforts both here at FARC and his work with
NC Baptist Men Disaster teams are greatly appreciated.

Special Event Station
FARC’s 75th Birthday Party
Would like to start off by extending a BIG thank you to
all who helped make the W4NC 75th birthday special
event station a success. Especially to Henry and Gary for
their efforts in putting on the vintage stations. Operators
were: SSB: Dave, N5WNB; Tim, AG4RZ; Austin,
KI4KNS and Ed, KU4BP. AM: Henry, W2DZO. CW:
Gary, WA4IAM
In 10 hours we logged 224 Q's on SSB and 1 on 2m FM.
Total stats: 244 SSB, 12 CW, 7 AM, 1 FM, Total: 264
QSO's. eHam.net even posted a link to the newspaper
article.
We had a numbers of visitors. I didn't get the names of
many of them but thanks to the ones I recognized. James,
KG4YVA; John, NØKTY and a reporter and
photographer from the Winston Salem Journal.
Continued at the top of next page

HAMFEST!

SATURDAY, JAN. 7
SEE PAGE 3

Club Meeting, Monday, January 9, 2006
We will meet, as usual, on the 2nd Monday of the month at 690
Coliseum Drive in the Red Cross Building at 7:30 PM sharp in
Room 09, but come early, say, 7:00-ish, to "hob-nob" with your
fellow hams. This month Raja Chatterjee, KB6MTH is going to
tell us about his experiences in Kuwait.

Special Event, continued from Page 1

Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc is a non-profit (IRS
501(c)3) North Carolina corporation for the promotion of
Amateur Radio, and for the education and training of hams
and the general public primarily in Forsyth County, North
Carolina.
FARC was originally incorporated as the Winston-Salem
Radio Club on December 31, 1930 and has been in operation
ever since. We currently maintain a state-of-the-art ham
station in the basement of the Red Cross, 690 Coliseum Dr.,
Winston-Salem, NC and also maintain two 2-meter repeaters,
146.64 (100 Hz tone) and 145.47 (100 Hz tone).
FARC has a general membership meeting with a program on
the 2nd Monday of every month at the Red Cross building,
690 Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem. The club conducts its
main business meeting (sometimes called the Board Meeting)
on the 3rd Monday generally at the same location. This is
where most of the club’s business is conducted and all
attending members have a vote. All club members are
strongly encouraged to attend the business meeting. For more
information about FARC mail us at FARC, Inc., PO Box
11361, Winston-Salem, NC, 27116; call 336-723-7388; or
visit out web site at www.w4nc.com . Club email is to
w4nc@triad.rr.com .

The most notable visitor in my mind was a gentleman
named Al Macklin, K4KKY(ex: W4GXT) Al is 86 years
old and read about the event in Friday's paper and decided to
come down and see us. During our conversation he
mentioned that he was an active W4NC club member
before WWII and relayed a story about him and a few of the
other members driving around with a generator on wheels
back in the late 30's. Those of you familiar with the W4NC
station know that there is a old newspaper article telling
about Field Day with a picture of a huge generator on
wheels. I showed this to Al and he immediately recognized
it as the generator he talked about earlier. I could tell it
brought back a lot of memories to him. At the bottom of the
article is a list of the operators during that Field Day
operation and Al knew every one of them and told a little
story about each one. After that we looked through some of
the old club meeting reports and in the 1938 and 39 meeting
reports where Al was in attendance. I was really honored to
meet and speak withAl.
Many stations wished us well on the air and I'm expecting a
LOT of QSL requests which I expect to start pouring in by
Tuesday. On Friday morning I will be getting the QSL card
to the printers.

Officers for 2006 are:

Once again thanks to all.
Ed Swiderski, KU4BP

President: Don Edwards, WS4NC
ws4nc@arrl.net
Vice-President: Melissa Hall, W4RXG
mhall@triad.rr.com
Secretary: Megan, KI4KNMgrimmsprincess@yahoo.com
Treasurer: Henry Heidtmann, W2DZO
henry@summitschool.com
Newsletter Editor: Don Edwards, WS4NC
ws4nc@arrl.net

Editor's note: Congratulations to all who made this a very
special - Special Event. Thanks to Ed, KU4BP; Gary,
WA4IAM; and Henry W2DZO for all their effort. Nice job
guys. And to John Kippe, N0KTY, for providing chicken.
And thanks to Melissa, W4RXG for her part in getting word
out to the media. Wes Young, Journal Reporter and Bruce
Chapman, the Journal photographer seemed to have a great
time visiting, as did the many visitors who came by. There
are more pictures posted at
http://www.dwepe.com/FARCNewsletters/75thAniversary/farc.htm

To join our list server send a blank email to
w4nc-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
All content is Copyright 2005 by Forsyth Amateur Radio
Club, Inc, unless otherwise noted. Permission is given to
reproduce for non-commercial purposes provided proper
credit is given. If you would like to help support the newsletter
with an ad, please contact Don Edwards (email:
ws4nc@arrl.net). Ad deadlines are 7 days before the end of
the month. Rates are $50 for 12 months. Cheap!
We trade newsletters with other clubs, and many local clubs
are on our mailing list. If your club has a newsletter and
would like to trade please send us a copy.
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More about the Special Event:

January 8 Winston-Salem Hamfest

[The following are excerpts from letters and emails.]

WHEN: SATURDAY, JANUARY 7, 2006

Dear Don:

(RAIN OR SHINE)

WHERE: THE SUMMIT SCHOOL PARKING LOT

I saw the [WS Journal] article on the web. It hit Googol about midnight
last night. Congratulations to you and everyone at FARC on your
Diamond Anniversary. I tried to work W4NC on 40 meters yesterday on
CW, LSB even AM but couldn't find you all. Nevertheless, a great
occasion. Please thank Melissa for me for all her great PR work. Merry
Christmas and the Best in 2006 to FARC and its members.
73, Bill Morine, N2COP
NC Public Information Coordinator

Nice Job guys...a nice article and it sounds like a productive day at
the station. Nice to see that W4NC can still squirt some RF!
73, Chris
AI4MK
The following exchange took place by email. Ed Swiderski, KU4BP
wrote: While going through the SE QSL's I came across a card from a
friend of mine in Greensboro, Dick Battle AK4RB, who worked Gary
on CW. I did a WAS for Dick last year and spoke with him extensively at
the Salisbury hamfest this past summer. Enclosed with his QSL was the
following letter:
Dear Gary, WA4IAM
Thanks for the QSO on the Forsyth Special Events Station, W4NC.
I was able to find your musical signal. Thank you for putting up
with my fist. Not being on CW for many a moon sure shows up. .I
had told Ed, KU4BP, I would try to make contact with W4NC and I
did. .I didn't stay with you very long and had a special reason which
I wanted to pass along.

2100 REYNOLDA ROAD, WINSTON-SALEM, NC
TIME: 6AM-NOON
COST: $5
The Forsyth Amateur Radio Club is sponsoring our second
Winter Swapfest. Here's what you do:
Go through your shop, shack, garage, basement, and pack
any items you might want to sell/swap/give away- (try to
keep it limited to some sort of electronics, computer or radio
related item, antiques OK, but weapons or inappropriate
items not allowed.)
Simply arrive after 6AM, pay your entrance fee and drive
in. Drop the tailgate and sell-- or swap--- or buy--- or just
talk! The coffee is free, and so are the stories. Come out on a
cool winter morning and enjoy a simple meet. Bring your
own tables and chairs. We hope you will join us for a hot
cup of coffee and a fun, old fashioned event- Please pass the
word on to anyone you think might be interested.

Monday I had surgery which left me with an indwelling catheter, on
Friday it was removed, then at 2:30 am Saturday another was
reinstalled. Not much fun to say the least. Got some sleep and later
in the morning I started hunting W4NC. By the time we hooked up I
was in no condition for along QSO. Your signal was the only one
heard and I really wanted to work the station on SSB, much faster.
When we said 73's I got back into bed to recover. Please tell Ed I
went the full yard plus 6 inches to help your efforts. I should
recover in a couple weeks and hope to work Straight Key Night
Jan1st. Thought you might be interested to know a catheter will
never stop a dedicated ham.
Vy 73's,
Dick, AK4RB

Continuing with our tradition started last year - we will have
door prizes of quality, classic Ham Radio gear.

You know, you can have the highest contest score, work every DX
entity possible or operate NTS or ARES nets. But when you hear of
something like this, it kind of makes you step back and think a little bit.

Robert, KG4EGR: Good job Robert, KG4RXG for finishing 2nd in
USA in WPX SSB 3.7 Mhz. Points 485,688; QSO's 696; WPX's 354.#
1 in USA was ahead of him by 300,000 points and #3 was behind him by
about 325,000 points.
Victor, KE4EXQ: I’m so proud I could
just pop!
My “li’l brother” Victor
graduated this December from NCSU with
a major in Computer Science, and strong
interests in math and cognitive science. I
met Victor when he was about 9 or so
through the Big Brothers/Big Sisters
program. And yes, Vic is looking for a computer science job,
preferably in the Raleigh area but all options are open.

For more information, check out our website at
http://www.w4nc.com
73, Henry, W2DZO
Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

Mileposts from Club Members

Ed Swiderski KU4BP
Gary Replies:
Now THAT'S a ham operator!! Ed, be sure to give my best to Dick
for a speedy recovery. That's definitely a story to preserve in the
W4NC archives along with the other memorable happenings during
the 75th anniversary special event. A Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year to all the members of W4NC!!
73, Gary, WA4IAM
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FARC Special Club Status Renewed

The Newsletter Hamfest:

We have received notice from the American Radio Relay
League that the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club is recognized
again as a Special Service Club.

For Sale by Wally Bernath, 336-725-0176. Located at 158
Buckingham Road, Winston-Salem, NC 27104-4118:
Crank-up, tilt-over 40-60 foot tower with three element beam for 20-15-10 plus
rotor and cable.

Dear Tom:

Thirty-foot Rohn tower with four-element 50 Mhz beam, pair 144 Mhz circularpolarized beams stacked. Also 430-450 Mhz circular-polarized antenna. Mounted
on YaesuAz-El rotor plus coax and control cables.

We are pleased to report that Forsyth Amateur Radio Club has
been officially renewed as a Special Service Club. The next
renewal for the club will be in two years. Through the work of its
members, this club is recognized for its continued efforts on
behalf ofAmateur Radio and services to its community.

Home-brew linear Amplifier. 80-40-20-15-10 meters, 500 Watts. Includes power
supply.
Thirty-year collection of QST. Excellent condition.

Upcoming Hamfests

You are to be commended for your work with the club in helping
it realize and maintain its potential. Because you have been so
closely associated with the club during the development of its
SSC commitment, we want to give you the opportunity of
informing the club directly of its success. The club will continue
to receive periodic mails of materials and information from
Headquarters. Please be sure to keep your contact information up
to date and current.

Jan. 7
Winston-Salem Firstfest swapmeet at the
Summit School parking lot on Reynolda Rd.

ARES Net

Congratulations, and thanks for your good work! If we can be of
further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Just a reminder, please join us on the Forsyth County Ares
Net Thursday evenings at 8:30 p.m. on the W4NC repeater,
frequency 145.47 Mhz.

73,
Rose-Anne Lawrence, KB1DMW
Club Assistant

73, John, N0KTY

This "indicates your commitment for the next two years to
improving the visibility of Amateur Radio as a positive
force in the community, assist in emergencies, provide and
encourage training and to furnish club activities for the
betterment of your members and the Amateur Radio
Service."
It's good until December 14, 2007. Thanks to Henry,
W2DZO for shagging this renewal for us. He devoted a
considerable amount of time to this project and it is through
his efforts that this came about.
Also, it's a good time to remember Bill Patterson, KD4RGB
for his efforts years ago to get our original certification as an
ARRL SSC.
Finally, without the ongoing efforts of scores of members
over the years we would not even be considered for this
award.
Tom, N4IOZ

Forsyth Emergency Coordinator
FCAN Report Dec. 29, 2005
Net started at 8:30 PM. Net Control station - N4PAA.
Check-ins: 9. Stations were KG4ECI Dan, N0KTY John, NA4P Fred,
WB4QXG Fred, KG4DKN Buddy, KF4EOD Mike, N4MBI Rick,
WF4DD WFU Club station and N4PAA Carl.
There was no traffic or announcements.
N0KTY John conducted the ARES meeting. The memorable
hurricane season has been declared officially over, and the winter
storm season is now with us, as seen by the ice storm the previous
week. Thanks were extended to all for their participation in the
weekly nets along with best wishes for the new year.
Formal session - 13 minutes. Informal session - 5 minutes. Total time
- 17 minutes.
N4PAA, Carl
FCAN Report, December 22, 2005
Net started at 8:30 PM. Net Control station - N4PAA.
Check-ins: 7. Stations were KK4KK Pete, KG4JWU Steven,
N2DMC Bob, WB9SZL Dale WB4QXG Fred, KF4KQL Stanley and
N4PAA Carl.
There was no traffic or announcements.
There was no EC available for the ARES meeting. The freezing rain
event of the past week was discussed briefly and Christmas greetings
were exchanged.
Formal session - 10 minutes. Informal session - 5 minutes. Total time
- 15 minutes.
N4PAA, Carl
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Renewal Time - 2005!

Yes - it’s that wonderful time again - time to renewal your FARC dues.
$24 a year for regular - $12 a year for over 65 or student.
Call:_______________Over 65? (__) Y (__) N

Do you want your Newsletter by:
(_____) email (_____) USMail (_____) Both

Name:_______________________________

City:________________________________

Other family members who are also hams can be full
members of FARC for ½ the Main Members dues (covers
1 or more - same price) provided only one newsletter is
mailed.

State & Zip:__________________________

Other family members who are hams:

Home#:_____________________________(_)

#1. Call_______Name____________________

Address;_____________________________

Work#:______________________________(_)

email______________________________
#2. Call_______Name_____________________

Cell#:_______________________________(_)
Email:_______________________________(_)

email_________________________________
#3. Call_______Name_____________________
email_________________________________

Charlotte Hamfest
FCAN Report, December 1, 2005
Net started at 8:30 PM. Net Control station - N4PAA.
Check-ins: 8. Stations were KF4EOD Mike, KG4DKN Buddy,
KG4JWU Steven, KE4JHJ Dave, NA4P Fred, KI4CKR Grey,
WB4QXG Fred and N4PAA Carl.
There was no traffic or announcements.
KE4JHJ Dave held the ARES meeting. The hurricane season was
discussed, which although officially over still had the 26th named
storm of the season churning up the Atlantic Ocean. We were
reminded that we are now in the winter storm season, and to keep our
equipment in good order for any type of event.
Formal session - 16 minutes. Informal session - 7 minutes. Total time
- 23 minutes.
N4PAA, Carl
FCAN Report, Nov. 24, 2005
Net started at 8:30 PM. Net Control station - N4PAA.
Check-ins: 4. Stations were WB4NUK Max, KC4WSK Van,
KG4ECI Dan and N4PAA Carl.
There was no traffic or announcements.
No EC was available for the ARES meeting. Holiday greetings were
exchanged and the net was concluded.
Formal session - 7 minutes. Informal session - 3 minutes. Total time 10 minutes.

WSOC-TV has reported that the University Park Baptist
Church has bought Charlotte's Merchandise Mart property
for $13 million. The church will spend another $12 million
to renovate the building.
The owners of the Merchandise Mart are looking into a joint
venture with the county to develop a new site where a
county park currently sits. Merchandise Mart plans to honor
its current contracts through 2007, which means that the
Charlotte Hamfest will continue to be held at the
Merchandise Mart in 2006 and 2007. After then, hopefully
there will be a new facility to take the Merchandise Mart's
place.

Editor's Corner
For information to make it into the Newsletter, I submissions no later
than the morning of the 4th Monday of the month. Email me at
ws4nc@arrl.net with any submissions. Just plain text is all that's
required, most formatting will be redone to match the Newsletter's form
anyway. Pictures can be most any form, but jpg's are probably best.
Pictures need to be of the highest resolution possible.

N4PAA, Carl
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73, Don, WS4NC

It’s going to be a good year.
73, Don, WS4NC

For several months I promised to publish a picture of “biker chicks”
wearing nothing but a leather jacket and a handkerchiefs. I promised it
would be tasteful. I was hoping to start a ruckus, but I guess you guys
know me too well. No one said anything. Sometimes I wonder if
anybody reads this thing. Anyway - to make good on my promise here are
your biker chicks . . .

Moment of Zen
Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

PO Box 11361
Winston-Salem, NC 27106-1361
336-723-7388

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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