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Annual De ce mbe r
Me e ting
No, I haven’t skipped a month - the November
meeting is announced below. Plans have
been made to have our annual December
meeting in the banquet room at Big Shotz on
Stratford Road December 14. (Big Shotz is in
the location of the former Lucky 32, about ½
block north of Business-40.) Order off the
menu. We will gather starting at 5:30 for
drinks. Dinner will begin at 6:00 PM and will
be followed by a short program and
installation of new officers around 7 PM.

Eric KJ4DLS and Dave KJ4OIL working forty and
eighty meters on Saturday night.
CQ Worldwide DX Contest, SSB

November Meeting
Annual HomeBrew Contest
Our next club meeting will be held as usual at the NW NC
Red Cross building on 610 Coliseum Dr. The meeting
starts at 7:30 PM but arrive early, say 7-ish, to hobnob
with your fellow members. The program will be the
annual Homebrew contest.

CQWW at W4NC
Henry Heidtmann W2DZO
A return to the Forsyth ARC club station W4NC at the
Red Cross. We topped our highest QSO count from that
QTH this year- Had a great time and looking forward to
the new contesting season. Great gray line prop to Taiwan
and China in the last hour on 20!
We did participate in a one minute moment of silence to
open the contest to honor and remember 4 fellow hams
who died enroute to C6 in a tragic plane crash in SC on
Wednesday. You could have heard a pin drop on our 40
meter run frequency and I heard several amens.

Call: W4NC
Operator(s): KD4JZZ, KJ4IC, KJ4DLS, KN4BA, WS4NC, N0KTY, W2DZO,
WB4MSG
Station: W4NC
Class: M/S HP
QTH: NC
Operating Time (hrs): 43
Summary:
Band QSOs Zones Countries
-----------------------------160: 21 5
13
80: 63 15
43
40: 233 26
85
20: 464 29 115
15: 466 29 117
10: 43 7
14
-----------------------------Total: 1290 111 387 Total Score = 1,778,856
Club: Potomac Valley Radio Club

Monday Nights
The FARC main Club meeting is always on the second

Monday of the month at the Red Cross except in
December. The FARC business meeting is open to all
and is on the third Monday of the month and is (usually)
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Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc is a non-profit (IRS
501(c)3) North Carolina corporation for the promotion of
Amateur Radio, and for the education and training of hams
and the general public primarily in Forsyth County, North
Carolina.
FARC was originally incorporated as the Winston-Salem
Radio Club on December 31, 1930 and has been in operation
ever since. We currently maintain a state-of-the-art ham
station in the basement of the Red Cross, 690 Coliseum Dr.,
Winston-Salem, NC and also maintain two 2-meter repeaters,
146.64 (100 Hz tone) and 145.47 (100 Hz tone).
FARC has a general membership meeting with a program on
the 2nd Monday of every month at the Red Cross building,
690 Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem. The club conducts its
main business meeting (sometimes called the Board Meeting)
on the 3rd Monday generally at the same location. This is
where most of the club’s business is conducted and all
attending members have a vote. All club members are
strongly encouraged to attend the business meeting. For more
information about FARC mail us at FARC, Inc., PO Box
11361, Winston-Salem, NC, 27116; call 336-245-5740; or
visit out web site at www.w4nc.com . Club email is to info -at
w4nc.org .
Officers for 2008/2009 are:

held at Mellow Mushroom on Fourth St. The contesting
group meets on the fourth Monday of the month and that is
also (usually) held at the “Shroom”. That leaves the first
Monday of the month. Several of us have started (usually)
meeting again at Mellow Mushroom on the first Monday
allegedly to talk about QRP and maybe build up some
interest in QRP projects. The real reason is to have victuals
and talk ham radio. All are welcome at any of the Monday
night meetings. If we are NOT at Mellow Mushroom then
we have moved West on Fourth St. about 1 ½ blocks and we
should be at Foothills Brewery. We have done that several
times due to bands/parties or other crowded, noisy or just
plain aggravating conditions.

Ham Radio License Testing
Amateur radio testing for new applicants as well as
upgrades will be given the 2nd Monday of every month,
except December, prior to the FARC regular meeting. The
time is 6:30 PM and the place is the Red Cross building on
Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem. Pre-registration is
required via e-mail, listing the elements you wish to take
and your phone number. You may pre-register or get
additional information via e-mail to info -at- w4nc.org,
attention Bob Gates KJ4IC. Replace -at- with the usual
symbol.

President: Phil Nunn, KD4JZZ

Congratulations to Sparky KE4TES who recently passed
her Extra Exam.

Vice-President: Dan O’Leary, KG4ECI

Here is our exam schedule as it stands now for 2009:
November 9. None in December. I will publish any other
dates/times to you as we schedule them.

Secretary: Don Edwards, WS4NC
Treasurer: Henry Heidtmann, W2DZO
Newsletter Editor: Don Edwards, WS4NC

All sessions start at 6:30 PM at the Red Cross building in
Winston-Salem. Pre-registration is required at info <at>
w4nc.org , Att: Bob Gates KJ4IC. This is just before the
FARC regular club meeting.All test participants are invited
to attend the meeting.
Bob Gates KJ4IC
Session Manager - Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

To join our list server send a blank email to
w4nc-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
All content is Copyright 2009 by Forsyth Amateur Radio
Club, Inc, unless otherwise noted. Permission is given to
reproduce for non-commercial purposes provided proper
credit is given. If you would like to help support the newsletter
with an ad, please contact Don Edwards (email:
ws4nc@arrl.net). Ad deadlines are 7 days before the end of
the month. Rates are $50 for 12 months. Cheap!
We trade newsletters with other clubs, and many local clubs
are on our mailing list. If your club has a newsletter and
would like to trade please send us a copy.
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ARES Reports
By Carl, N4PAA

KG4FGC Ken, KJ4CDM Frank, K4NBZ Roy, WB9SZL Dale,
N4PAA Carl, NA4P Fred, WF4DD WFU Club, KC4WSK Van,
KJ4IC Bob, KG4DLN Buddy and KJ4DLS Eric.
There was no traffic this evening.

Oct. 8, 2009 - Forsyth CountyARES Net Report

NA4P Fred announced that the WF4DD net will start at 9 PM or at
the conclusion of this net tonight.

Net Started - 8:30 PM. Net Control - N4PAACarl.
Check ins - 16. Stations were KA4JRL Jason, KJ4DLS Eric, KG4FGC
Ken, KJ4IC Bob, KE4MOY Mike, KN4BA Terry, WB9SZL Dale,
NA4P Fred, KI4SVH Joe, W4KG Steve, KG4ECI Dan, KC8OEX
Terry, WA4RDZ Stan, KG4JWU Steven, AB4BD George and N4PAA
Carl.
There was no traffic this evening.
NA4P Fred announced that the WF4DD net will start at 9 PM or at the
conclusion of this net tonight. KE4MOY had a message to KJ4DLS
Eric concerning some GreensboroARES activities.
Our EC - KJ4DLS Eric held the ARES meeting. He covered upcoming
events. The Regional ARES meeting will be held at Western Carolina
Community College in Morganton on Saturday, Oct. 17 from 9:30 to
12:30. Also on Oct. 17 will be the Boy Scout Jamboree on the Air. The
FARC Pfafftown Swapfest is this Saturday, Oct. 10 at the Pfafftown
Community Center. It officially starts at 8 AM but come early if you
can. Eric with the FARC is trying to get enough volunteers for a CERT
training program this winter. This would be over two months and cover
all the training needed to be self sufficient for the first 72 hours of a
serious emergency. Contact Eric for more details - kj4dls@arrl.net.
Formal Session - 23 minutes. Informal Session - 10. Total time - 33
minutes.

KJ4CDM Frank gave us a list of nets held in the area on other
frequencies. Tuesdays at 8 PM and Fridays at 9 PM there is a six
meter net on 53.31. On Wednesday at 9 PM there is a rag chew net
on 224.600 also linked to 443.500 for those wishing to use their
220 or 440 gear.
Our EC - KJ4DLS Eric held the ARES meeting with a big plug for
the CQ World Wide Contest this weekend. Contesting helps build
listening and copying skills that can be used in real emergencies
and net members were encouraged to take part and give and get
contacts from all over the world. ARES and FARC are trying to get
enough participants for a CERT training class this winter. Contact
Eric at kj4dls@arrl.net for details or to sign up. He briefly covered
the differences between FARC and ARES. FARC is a non-profit
corporation that maintains the repeaters and sponsors the ARES
group. ARES is under the ARRL with its own local, regional and
national chain of command. You can belong to either one without
belonging to the other, or join both. Lately, the FARC 145.47
repeater changes its squelch tail to three dots when active on an
ARES event. This is to alert the repeater users that an ARES event
is in progress.
Formal Session - 22 minutes. Informal Session - 12. Total time - 34
minutes

Oct. 15, 2009 - Forsyth CountyARES Net Report

ARESAnnouncements
Net Started - 8:30 PM. Net Control - KC8OEX Terry.

Eric KJ4DLS

Check ins - 15. Stations were KJ4ENM Ed, KJ4ENN Tyler, KG4ECI
Dan, KJ4IC Bob, WB9SZL Dale, N4PAA Carl, NA4P Fred, WF4DD
WFU Club, WB4QXG Fred, KC4WSK Van, W4KG Steve, KD4CFS
Hubert, KJ4DLS Eric, KB6MTH Raja, and KC8OEX Terry.
There was no traffic this evening.
Our EC - KJ4DLS Eric held the ARES meeting starting with a review
of the Pfafftown Hamfest this past weekend. Then he covered
upcoming events. The Regional ARES meeting will be held at Western
Carolina Community College in Morganton on Saturday, Oct. 17 from
9:30 to 12:30. Also on Oct. 17 will be the Boy Scout Jamboree on the
Air. He then commented on the recent sudden change in the weather
from summer like to winter like and that we should stay ready for any
type of event. He is still asking for volunteers for a CERT training class
to better prepare us for anything associated with emergency events.
Contact Eric at kj4dls@arrl.net to sign up or for more details.
Formal Session - 18 minutes. Informal Session - 16. Total time - 34
minutes.
Oct. 22, 2009 - Forsyth CountyARES Net Report
Net Started - 8:30 PM. Net Control - KJ4DLS Eric.
Check ins - 13. Stations were KC8OEX Terry, KA4JRL Jason,
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At a recent club meeting, Darrell Jeter from the Forsyth County Office of
Emergency Management gave a very informative presentation on CERT,
which is the acronym for the Community Emergency Response Team.
CERT was formed in 2003 under the US Department of Homeland
Security's Citizen Corps program, with it's target audiences being private
citizens, businesses and schools that want the skills and the knowledge
required to prepare for and respond to disasters. The program covers basic
skills that are important to know in a disaster when emergency services are
not available. CERT is a 21 hour course taught by local emergency
responders including law enforcement, fire and EMS personnel. The
course includes eight units covering everything from fire safety and EMS
operations to light search and rescue and disaster psychology. The courses
can beheld on Saturday to accommodate working peoples schedules.
There are requirements to enter the program, with the main one being a
committed group of 15-25 people, that are willing to put in the time for the
training. For example, if the course was held on Saturdays, with training
for three hours every weekend, the course would be completed in seven
weeks. That group would then have the knowhow to sustain themselves
and their community for the first 72 hours of a disaster in case emergency
workers are overwhelmed or unable to access the affected area.
CERT and how it applies to Amateur Radio (ARES)-As Hams, we often
provide communication when it is needed most- during disasters. We also
help out during non-emergency events such as walk-a-thons, bike races
and so forth. The skills that can be learned in CERT can be applied to both.
For example, sometimes the disaster comes to us. It may be our own
neighborhoods that are flooded or ravaged by strong winds from severe

storms or land-falling hurricanes. In that case, we just wouldn't be
communicators trying to relay messages but also helping out our neighbors and
fellow citizens with any help they may need as well, aside from
communications. During bike races and walk-a-thons, we have been fortunate
recently but there is always the chance someone may get injured during these
events and especially since they are usually held during warmer months, there is
the chance of heat related sickness.

Some dates are courtesy of the South East Repeater Journal.

We are not in emergency communications to take the place of first responders.
But wouldn't we be more helpful to ourselves, our group and our community to
acquire basic knowledge that one day could help save someone's life when first
responders may not be immediately available. And as a group, that's how we can
apply CERT toAmateur Radio.

November

If anyone has any questions you can reach me via e-mail at kj4dls <at> arrl.net or
landline at 336-231-4182. Thanks everyone for your participation in our ARES
group.

Family Electrocuted in Florida

Ham Calendar
October
5 QRP meeting at Mellow Mushroom
10 Pfafftown Hamfest
12 FARC Club Meeting at Red Cross
19 FARC Board Meeting at Mellow Mushroom
26 Contestors Meeting at Mellow Mushroom

2 QRP meeting at Mellow Mushroom
9 FARC Club Meeting at Red Cross
16 FARC Board Meeting at Mellow Mushroom
23 Contestors Meeting at Mellow Mushroom
30 Fifth Monday!

December
7 QRP meeting at Mellow Mushroom
14 FARC Club Dinner Meeting Big Shotz Stratford Road
21 FARC Board Meeting at Mellow Mushroom
28 Contestors Meeting at Mellow Mushroom

Around FARC

From ARRL - At approximately 8:40 PM on October 12, a
man, woman and their 15 year old son were killed while
trying to erect a 50 foot vertical antenna at the home of the
man's mother, Barbara Tenn, KJ4KFF, in Palm Bay, Florida.
The deceased were not licensed amateurs. According to
police reports, Melville Braham, 55, Anna Braham, 49, and
their 15 year old son Anthony were putting up an antenna -Tenn's second -- at night when they lost control of the
antenna and it crashed into nearby overhead power lines.
The impact sent 13,000 volts of electricity through the pole
that the three were holding. A family friend, a 17 year old
boy, was on the roof at the time of the accident. He and the
couple's daughter, who was in the house at the time, were
not injured.

CQWW Contest Team Killed in Plane Crash
From ARRL - Just after take-off -- around 6:30 AM on
Wednesday, October 21 -- a twin-engine plane carrying four
Amateur Radio operators crashed into the woods, only 250
yards off the end of the runway in Jedburg, South Carolina,
about 20 miles northwest of Charleston. The plane -- piloted
and owned by Peter Radding, W2GJ -- carried Ed Steeble,
K3IXD, Dallas Carter, W3PP, and Randy Hargenrader,
K4QO. The four men were on their way to the Bahamas to
operate in this weekend's CQ World Wide Phone Contest as
C6APR, competing in the Multi/2 category.
Radding, of North Charleston, South Carolina, was 69;
Steeble, of Summerville, South Carolina was 68; Carter, of
Laurel, Delaware, was 67 and Hargenrader, also of
Summerville, was 55. All were ARRL members; Radding
and Steeble were Life Members.

Page 4

March, 2010 - It’s been discussed. It has been talked
about. Everybody is excited about it. It’s finally on the
calendar. The program for our March meeting in 2010 is
a special, never-been-done-before program on Weather
Radar by Jeff Oreck from the National Weather Service.
Plan on being there. It is not to be missed. As with all of
our programs this is open to the public and will probably
be well attended. Plan on coming early to get a good seat.
January & February, 2010 - The plan is to have a
special program in two parts for January and February.
The Red Cross Introduction to Disaster Training is to be
presented in two parts over these two FARC meetings.
Again plan on arriving early to get a good seat.
Officers for 2010 - The Nominating committee chaired
by Bob Gates KJ4IC has met several times and

Moment of Zen

approached several people about serving next year. At the
October meeting the proposed slate of officers will be
presented. For President: Terry Brown KN4BA. For Vice
President: Eric Bowen KJ4DLS. For Secretary: Tom
Gallagher N4IOZ. Henry Heidtmann has been asked to
serve as treasurer again. This slate was presented at the
October meeting and a motion was made, seconded and
passed to close nominations. The elections will be at the
November meeting and officers installed and the “gravel”
passed at the December meeting.
October Hamfest - The Pfafftown Hamfest went well this
year in spite of threatening rain. Although we had a few
sprinkles the rain mostly held off until noon. There was a
nice turn-out. I bought one of the Eagle One vertical
antennas sold by W8AFX. I just got it up this week with
Eric KJ4DLS’s help. I’ve only made a few contacts but
I’m pleased with it so far.

October’s FARC Meeting
We were fortunate to have two great programs in October.
First Henry W2DZO presented a program about CQWW
and urged more club participation.
Then Dick Genaille W4UW wowed us with an 8-mm film
(yes - film - 8 mm) of the erection of his tower at his former
home. The tower was a tilt-over single pole constructed by
Salem Steel. It was based upon the Paul Bunion whip
published in QST and it was a pile-up buster.
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Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc.
PO Box 11361
Winston-Salem, NC 27106-1361
336-245-5740

