Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

December, 2010
December Dinner Meeting

FARC REUNION
NIGHT!

In December we will be meeting on the FIRST MONDAY
DECEMBER 6 at Big Shotz Tavern on Stratford Road in WinstonSalem. The reason we are meeting on the First Monday in
December is that Big Shotz was already booked on the second
Monday. Big Shotz is located in what was Lucky 32’s and is across
from the BB&T building located at Stratford Road and the big fivepoints intersection of Country Club, Miller St. and 1st Street. We
will gather around 5:30 PM for drinks and then start dinner at around
6PM.

Thursday, Dec. 30
7:30 PM
ARES NET
145.47 MHz and 146.64 MHz

RENEWALS
The renewal card included with this month’s Newsletter serves
several purposes. Obviously there is the renewal of FARC dues
and updating our records. Secondly there will be published
next year a Callbook of Forsyth County which will included
phone numbers, email addresses for Forsyth County Hams and
selected others such as NC ARRL officials and SERA Journal
officials. This is so you can have one source for finding that
information. Also this will be the basis for producing the NEW
FARC NAME TAGS (see below). Even if you have paid your
FARC dues please return the card.
To answer a few questions:
1. But #@$%! I paid my 2011 dues! Or something else is wrong. Sorry, I’m human
and keeping this up to date can be an error prone process. Just tell me - I’ll fix it.
2. I don’t want my phone numbers published. OK just mark the NO beside the
phone numbers. We want the phone numbers because part of Amateur Radio is
dealing emergencies - even if you are not part of ARES it is part of being prepared to
have a list of numbers. Also if an emergency should happen at an FARC event we
have some contact points. If your numbers are already marked private in the database
they will not appear on the card - that is because they are on the unpublished list
(duh!) - please update them anyway and mark no publish if that is what you wish..
3. Why do you want my BIRTHDAY? Well to say “Happy Birthday!” of course.
Please put your birthday on the card. On the experimental first try with these cards
no one marked there birthday. It’s also something that helps with the automation of
the database - anything that removes manual labor from this is welcome.

FARC/ARES Reunion on the Air
Just in case you missed the garish colors above (or you are seeing this in B&W)
FARC will celebrate its 80th official birthday this December 30. The club was
actually around before 12/30/1930 but that was the incorporation date.
Interestingly December 30 being a Thursday is also an ARES night. To
celebrate 80 Years of FARC (Yes - FARC turns 80 on Dec. 30!) We will try to
check in as many stations as possible on the ARES net.
Back in the late 1960s and early 1970s there were no cellphones (duh!). Every
ham was on 2 meters and that was the way ham news was passed and friends
kept in touch. Dec. 30 has been picked to try and bring out as many of the old
gang and as many new hams as can be rounded up. Obviously you don’t have
to have been around then to participate - all are welcome. On pages 4 and 5 of
last month’s Newsletter are lists of ARES members from July 1993 - thanks to
fomer EC Rick Batte N4MBI. Sadly there are way too many SKs on the list.
There’s starting to be some exciting buzz about this! Join us!

SNAZZY NEW NAME TAGS
FARC will have new and “snazzy” name tags next year.
The new name badges will be laminated plastic and will
Front of the new FARC name badges. For ARES members the back will
also be anARES badge.

4. Why email address? Email addresses are very important. It is the prime way
most people communicate today. And sending a paper Newsletter costs about $0.80
a copy for printing and postage. The Newsletter is about the biggest expense for the
Club (and the printing, folding, stamping and trip to the PO are the biggest headache
for the Newsletter editor!).
5. I don’t want to join your silly little Club. OK but if you want your information
to be correct in the Forsyth County Callbook then you need to return the card. If you
don’t want to be included then the only way I have to know this is if you return the
card and your record will be marked as NO MAIL. December goes only mostly to
members, in January the Newsletter will go out to all the hams in Forsyth County.
6. Family members cards will be included with the main members card. Please
update them and return them. We try to be inclusive of everyone. Family members
are still full members of the Club - but only one mailed Newsletter is allowed emailed copies are not a problem but for that I need an updated record..
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JOE Q. HAM

FORSYTH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC
WINSTON-SALEM, NC

Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc is a non-profit (IRS
501(c)3) North Carolina corporation for the promotion of
Amateur Radio, and for the education and training of hams
and the general public primarily in Forsyth County, North
Carolina.
FARC was originally incorporated as the Winston-Salem
Radio Club on December 31, 1930 and has been in operation
ever since. We currently maintain a state-of-the-art ham
station in the basement of the Red Cross, 690 Coliseum Dr.,
Winston-Salem, NC and also maintain two 2-meter repeaters,
146.64 (100 Hz tone) and 145.47 (100 Hz tone).
FARC has a general membership meeting with a program on
the 2nd Monday of every month at the Red Cross building,
690 Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem. The club conducts its
main business meeting (sometimes called the Board Meeting)
on the 3rd Monday generally at the same location. This is
where most of the club’s business is conducted and all
attending members have a vote. All club members are
strongly encouraged to attend the business meeting. For more
information about FARC mail us at FARC, Inc., PO Box
11361, Winston-Salem, NC, 27116; call 336-245-5740; or
visit out web site at www.w4nc.com . Club email is to info -at
w4nc.org .
Officers for 2010 are:
President: Terry Brown, AK4D
Vice-President: Eric Bowen, WK4CW
Secretary: Tom Gallagher, N4IOZ
Treasurer: Henry Heidtmann, W2DZO
Newsletter Editor: Don Edwards, WS4NC

include a lanyard. Everyone that sends the renewal card
back this month with their 2011 dues payment will
receive one of the new ID Badges. The name badges
should be ready by the January meeting and will be
passed out there for those who attend. For those few who
have pre-paid your 2011 dues the name badge will be
processed automatically but it would help to have the
renewal card returned.
If you are a member of Forsyth County ARES please
indicate on the renewal card. Any certifications such as
the Introduction to Disaster services training from the
Red Cross or the National Weather Service basic or
advanced training will be noted on the ARES side. It is
very important to have the NIMS certification for ARES
(see ARES News) and that will also be noted. It would be
great if you could complete the NIMS certification by
December. The first name badge comes with your dues there will be a nominal charge for a replacement.

Ham Radio License Testing
Congratulations to Brian Tally KJ4YXC who passed his
Technician exam and to Bill Johnson KJ4YFD who
upgraded to General last month. Amateur radio testing
for new applicants as well as upgrades will be given the
2nd Monday of every month, except December, prior to
the FARC regular meeting. All test participants are
invited to attend the meeting. The time is 6:30 PM and
the place is the Red Cross building on Coliseum Drive in
Winston-Salem. Pre-registration is required via e-mail,
listing the elements you wish to take and your phone
number.
You may pre-register or get additional
information via e-mail to info -at- w4nc.org, attention
Dale Mierisch WB9SZL. Replace -at- with the usual
symbol. Other dates/times will be published as we
schedule them.
Dale Mierisch WB9SZL
Session Manager - Forsyth Amateur Radio Club
1-336-766-9675

To join our list server send a blank email to
w4nc-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
All content is Copyright 2010 by Forsyth Amateur Radio
Club, Inc, unless otherwise noted. Permission is given to
reproduce for non-commercial purposes provided proper
credit is given. If you would like to help support the newsletter
with an ad, please contact Don Edwards (email:
ws4nc@arrl.net). Ad deadlines are 7 days before the end of
the month. Rates are $50 for 12 months. Cheap!
We trade newsletters with other clubs, and many local clubs
are on our mailing list. If your club has a newsletter and
would like to trade please send us a copy.
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ARES Announcements
Eric WK4CW

Anyone having questions about our ARES group or would
like to volunteer for upcoming events, feel free to contact
me at wk4cw@arrl.net or 336-231-4182. ARES net
Thursday evenings 8:30 p.m. on 145.470.
The first Thursday of every month will be “Emergency
Power Night” on the Forsyth County ARES Net. All
stations are asked to check in using emergency power
setups and this will give stations a once per month
opportunity to check out their equipment in emergency
power mode.
ARES Reports
By Carl, N4PAA

KG4FGC Ken announced the WF4DD net tonight after this net or
9 PM.
KC8OEX extended an offer of a free J-pole antenna for any new
ham. Contact either Terry KC8OEX or Eric WK4CW if you are a
recent licensee and would like to try a J-pole.
Our EC - WK4CW Eric held the ARES meeting. The NC ARES
SET exercise will be this coming Saturday from 9 to 11 AM.
Activities will be on 80 meters - 3.923 MHz. You can get more
details at www.ncares.org. There will be name badges issued for
both the FARC members and ARES members. Be sure to fill out
the FARC dues sheet coming soon or the ARES info sheet for Eric.
Contact Eric at WK4CW@arrl.net for more info on ARES. Eric
invited us to tune into the NC traffic net that is on 146.820 most
evenings at 9 PM. He encouraged us to check in and try some real
traffic handling. It is good practice for real emergency events. He
also encouraged us to complete the NIMS training courses that are
required to work with served agencies.

Nov. 4, 2010 - Forsyth County ARES Net Report

Formal Session - 30 minutes. Informal Session - 9. Total time - 39
minutes.

Net Started - 8:30 PM. Net Control - KG4ECI Dan.

Nov. 18, 2010 - Forsyth CountyARES Net Report

Check ins - 17. Stations were KJ4ENM Ed, KG4FGC Ken, WK4CW
Eric, KF4EOD Mike, W4KG Steve, KF4HHG Tim, WA4NOT Jim,
WB9SZL Dale, N4PAA Carl, NA4P Fred, WF4DD WFU Club,
KJ4SJZ Tim, KC4WSK Van, KE4ZFN Bryce, KA4JRL Jason, AK4D
Terry and KG4ECI Dan.

Net Started - 8:30 PM. Net Control - KC8OEX Terry.

There was no traffic this evening.
NA4P Fred announced the WF4DD net tonight after this net or 9 PM.
Our EC - WK4CW Eric held the ARES meeting. He reminded us that
the FARC meeting is this coming Monday - 7:30 PM at the Red Cross
Chapter house on Coliseum Drive. The program is home brew projects.
Also, VEC testing is every meeting night at 6:30 PM - also at the Red
Cross. People wanting to take a test should check in with Dale Mierisch
WB9SZL. Use the club e-mail - info@w4nc.org - to contact Dale.
There will be a state wide SET on Saturday, Nov. 13. It will be from 9 to
11 AM and details will be on the Tarheel Emergency net on 80 meters 3.923 MHz. Also, Eric reminded us to complete the NIMS training
required for working with served agencies. Details are on the club web
site. If you have any questions about the NIMS courses or ARES in
general, contact Eric at WK4CW@arrl.net
Formal Session - 22 minutes. Informal Session - 12. Total time - 34
minutes.
Nov. 11, 2010 - Forsyth County ARES Net Report
Net Started - 8:30 PM. Net Control - N4PAACarl.
Check ins - 17. Stations were WK4CW Eric, WA4NOT Jim, W4KG
Steve, KJ4ENM Ed, KG4FGC Ken, WF4DD WFU Club, KF4EOD
Mike, WA8IHW Jack, WB9SZL Dale, NA4P Fred, KC8OEX Terry,
KI4SVH Joe, KJ4GLU Joe, WD4DLP Darren, KA4JRL Jason,
WB4QXG Fred and N4PAACarl.
There was no traffic this evening.

Check ins - 37. Stations were W4KG Steve, KJ4ENM Ed,
KG4FGC Ken, WF4DD WFU Club, WK4CW Eric, KF4EOD
Mike, AK4D Terry, WA4NOT Jim, KJ4GOU Joe, N4TFR Tom,
N4PAACarl, KA4JRL Jason and KC8OEX Terry.
There was no traffic this evening.
KG4FGC Ken announced the WF4DD net tonight after this net or
9 PM.
KC8OEX Terry again made his offer of a free J-pole antenna for
any new ham who is a member of FARC. Contact WK4CW Eric or
Terry for details.
Our EC - WK4CW Eric held the ARES meeting. He gave us a
review of the NC SET event that was held last Saturday - mainly on
80 meter HF on 3.923 MHz - and how traffic was passed across the
state. He informed us that Area 9 in the state ARES organization
now has a new Emergency Co-coordinator - W4YQY Darryl
Williams. He lives near Eden in Rockingham County. Eric then put
in a plug for the Central NC Traffic Net that is every night on
146.820 at 9:30 and that it is good practice for traffic handling which is very important in real emergency situations. Then he
reminded us to work on our required NIMS courses if we want to
work with our served agencies in real emergency situations. Also,
name badges will be coming out early next year. More details will
follow on that.
Formal Session - 29 minutes. Informal Session - 13. Total time - 42
minutes.

THANKS TO ALL THE HOME-BREW
SHOW-&-TELL’ERS!
Pictures are on the back cover. Thanks to Robert KG4NEP, Jim
WA4NOT, Tim AG4RZ and Don WS4NC. Tim’s cigar box banjo
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Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc.
PO Box 11361
Winston-Salem, NC 27106-1361
336-245-5740

THANKS TO ALL THE HOME-BREW
SHOW-&-TELL’ERS!
text continued from page 3
was a big hit as was Jim’s 80 receiver and tube(!) Transmitter.
That’s all for this month - only 4 pages due to other items included
with the Newsletter.

This spot
reserved for
your project
next year!
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