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HAMFEST JAN 14
IMPORTANT HAMFEST
CHANGE INFORMATION
The Winston-Salem January First-Fest is JANUARY
14. While we had planned to be in the gym like we
were in October a scheduling boo-boo happened. The
Gym was double booked. We are going to go back
into the Dining Hall like we were in previous years.
This is only a temporary thing - all the future Hamfest
should be in the Gym. It will still be a great event - just
like previous January’s. Space will be more limited
than we planned so reserve early!

Remembering Tom PughKB4JO
by Don WS4NC

There are some real saints in this world. The real saints
see a need, fix it, and they don’t look for recognition or
rewards. There was a young firefighter in WinstonSalem that responded to an apartment fire in 1971.
Several families lost everything that night. When the
fire was out this firefighter talked to one family just
before leaving. The family was sitting on the curb,
without resources and it was after midnight. They asked
the firefighter “Now what?” No place to go, no clothes,
no money and the fire department was leaving. He had
no answer for them. There was really no community
resources at that time to fill that need.
This young firefighter did not feel this was right. He
went to the Red Cross and explained the situation. The
Red Cross provided $5000 for the initial funding. Today
when a fire call goes out a DisasterAction Volunteer with
the Red Cross also responds. They look after the
family’s needs. The Red Cross provides shelter, usually
a donated hotel room. They see that those in need have
some clothes, some food and help provide resources so
they can get back on their feet.

JANUARY MEETING
The general meeting of the Forsyth Amateur Radio
Club will be (as almost always) on the second Monday
of the month, September 12 , at the NW NC Red Cross
Building at 610 Coliseum Drive. The meeting starts
at 7:30 PM but plan on arriving early, say 7 PM. to get
a good seat and to chat with fellow hams. Ham Exams
will not be offered this month. This month's program
will be a recent video tour of Arecibo done for Hams
and we will discuss big changes to the shack
equipment.

I’m often in the Red Cross at night and cross paths with
the fire call volunteers. They are real heros. It has to be
emotionally draining for these people. The funding for
all this comes from the Red Cross and the United Way.
You provide this with your donations, but the money is
really the easy part. It is easy to check off the little box
for a donation and easy to grumble a little about it. And
there are many worthy organizations. But getting out of
bed late at night and going out to see that people have a
place to sleep, some food and clothes is hard. These fire
call volunteers do the real work, and from what I see
they get little recognition. They deserve more.
And I’m sure you guessed that the young firefighter was
our Tom Pugh. He rarely spoke of his work with the Red
Cross. That was the kind of person that Tom was. He
saw what needed doing, and he did it. There are many
local people who have been helped by Tom’s
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Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc is a non-profit (IRS
501(c)3) North Carolina corporation for the promotion of
Amateur Radio, and for the education and training of hams
and the general public primarily in Forsyth County, North
Carolina.
FARC was originally incorporated as the Winston-Salem
Radio Club on December 31, 1930 and has been in operation
ever since. We currently maintain a state-of-the-art ham
station in the basement of the Red Cross, 690 Coliseum Dr.,
Winston-Salem, NC and also maintain two 2-meter repeaters,
146.64 (100 Hz tone) and 145.47 (100 Hz tone) & 444.275
(100 Hz tone).
FARC has a general membership meeting with a program on
the 2nd Monday of every month at the Red Cross building,
690 Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem. The club conducts its
main business meeting (sometimes called the Board Meeting)
on the 3rd Monday generally at the same location. This is
where most of the club’s business is conducted and all
attending members have a vote. All club members are
strongly encouraged to attend the business meeting. For more
information about FARC mail us at FARC, Inc., PO Box
11361, Winston-Salem, NC, 27116; call 336-245-5740; or
visit out web site at www.w4nc.com . Club email is to info -at
w4nc.com .
Officers for 2012 are:
President: Tim King AG4RZ
Vice-President: Jerry Minor K4GW
Secretary: Don Edwards WS4NC
Treasurer: Henry Heidtmann W2DZO
Newsletter Editor: Don Edwards, WS4NC
To join our list server send a blank email to
w4nc-subscribe@egroups.com

inspiration. I know some of them. Tom received the Clara
Barton award from the Red Cross for his work. The Clara
Barton Honor Award is the highest award the American
Red Cross bestows on volunteers and it is not lightly
awarded. It recognizes meritorious service in volunteer
leadership positions held over a period of years. Recipients
of the award are inducted into the Clara Barton Honor
Society. Tom never spoke about this. As he got older and
sicker he drifted away from both FARC and the Red Cross
and not many noted his passing. We only saw Tom at Field
Day and he never missed it until this year. We noticed but
no one followed up. He was in the hospital and we didn’t
know. Tom was a hero and a saint of the first order.

Thomas Dale Pugh KB4JO-SK
PUGH WINSTON-SALEM - Thomas Dale Pugh Oct. 2,
1941 - Dec. 26, 2011 Thomas Dale Pugh, 70, of WinstonSalem, passed away peacefully at his home on Monday,
December 26, 2011 after a prolonged illness. Mr. Pugh was
born October 2, 1941 in Alleghany County, NC to the late
Guy Wilson and Ruby Faircloth Pugh. Mr. Pugh was a
graduate of Piney Creek High School and spent his early
years employed by the Winston-Salem Fire Department as
a fireman, fire instructor and dispatcher. He spent the next
35 years until his retirement as the owner of Alarm Security
Service in Winston-Salem serving his clients and the
industry with tireless devotion. Mr. Pugh was a dedicated
volunteer and was instrumental in the development of the
American Red Cross Disaster Service Program receiving
the Clara Barton Award for his service as a volunteer. He
was a member of Robinhood Road Baptist Church and
enjoyed the many friendships formed since he found his
church home. In addition to his parents, Mr. Pugh was
preceded in death by his wife of 38 years, Mary Osborne
Pugh and a brother, Sherman Guy Pugh. Surviving to
cherish his memory are his wife, Brenda, of the home; two
daughters, Glenda Pugh Dirienzo and husband Charles and
Valerie Alanna Pugh, both of Winston-Salem. He leaves
two grandchildren, Katelyn Mary Whicker, who was his
loving caregiver in his last days, and Alexander Thomas
Whicker, who spent many hours with "Poppy" keeping him

All content is Copyright 2012 by Forsyth Amateur Radio
Club, Inc, unless otherwise noted. Permission is given to
reproduce for non-commercial purposes provided proper
credit is given. If you would like to help support the newsletter
with an ad, please contact Don Edwards (email: ws4nc <at>
arrl.net). Ad deadlines are 7 days before the end of the month.
Rates are $50 for 12 months. Cheap!
We trade newsletters with other clubs, and many local clubs
are on our mailing list. If your club has a newsletter and
would like to trade please send us a copy.
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company and helping out when his strength failed. Mr.
Pugh also leaves a stepdaughter, Meredith Smith and
husband Brock; and a step granddaughter, Isabella. Mr.
Pugh is survived by three brothers, Dean Pugh and wife
Shirley of Walkertown, Robert Pugh of East Bend, and
Nicky Pugh of Laurel Springs; three sisters, Jackie
Mabe and husband Clarence of Greensboro, Christene
Martin and husband Randy of Rural Hall, and Ann
Triplett and husband Kenneth of Sparta; and a host of
nieces and nephews. The family will receive friends at
Hayworth-Miller Silas Creek Chapel on Thursday,
December 29, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. A funeral service
will be held at Robinhood Road Baptist Church on
Friday, December 30 at 2:00 p.m. with the Rev. John
Hackworth officiating. Interment will follow at Gardens
of Memory in Walkertown. The family would like to
thank the many people of Hospice, particularly his
personal angel, Monica McMillan. In lieu of flowers,
the family requests that donations be made to the
Robinhood Road Baptist Church Building Fund, 5422
Robinhood Road, Winston-Salem, NC 27106 or to
Hospice and Palliative Care Center of Forsyth County,
101 Hospice Lane, Winston-Salem, NC 27103. Online
condolences may be made at www.hayworthmiller.com.
Published in Winston-Salem Journal from December 28 to
December 29, 2011

W4NC has a new web site!
Thanks to the hard work of Jerry Minor K4GW we have
a newly designed and great looking web site. Please go
check it out. The main changeover to the new site was
made in December with few bugs. Some items are still
in transition but the new site is already much better than
the old site. The old hosting company had numerous
restrictions on what we could do but we stuck with
longer than we should have because it was quite a bit of
work to make the move. Jerry deserves big kudos for
bringing us into the 21st century.
Goto
www.w4nc.com.

Welcome to our New President!
Editor Don, WS4NC
Tim King starts his new “reign” (a kingly term!) with
this January meeting. Tim has a long and very active
history with FARC and we look forward to a great year.
And speaking of Tim . . .

Older gear has it's advantages
by Tim King, AG4RZ

In keeping with what I consider one of the most
important parts of amateur radio, the DIY component, I
thought it timely to write a short article about older
equipment, in this case, test equipment.
Recently, I had the good fortune to replace a lot of my
bench test equipment with new pieces. I got a new scope,
frequency counter, sweep/function generator, and
digital multimeter. While I am very happy to have this
new gear, I started thinking about the older 70's-80's
vintage equipment it was replacing, as well as some
older gear I have that will still be used.
Over the holidays, I found some time to tinker with my
older gear. One of the things that struck me were the
different types of construction of the cabinets. Some
were simple metal boxes, like we are all used to seeing,
with a lid on top for access. Others were metal sleeves,
which contained a chassis that slid into the sleeve. Still
others were a combination of the two designs, and
featured trim rings that had to be removed to gain entry. I
felt this was important to mention because I had never
really thought about it before. What I took away from
disassembling this gear was there are many different
ways to build a cabinet for our own projects...and there
are many household items that could be re-purposed. For
example, a Spam can could easily be used. One could cut
a front panel and chassis from a suitable material
(plastic, aluminum, etc.) and slide that into the can. The
same goes for any number of similar containers. You
could even remove the top and bottom from a can, and
use it as the "sleeve" for your custom chassis and endplates. My wife has a can opener that removes the lid
with no sharp edges left behind on the can...I have a
feeling I might be using it for more than just opening a
can of soup in the future!
The next thing came to me as I was doing a little
maintenance on my older gear. Older gear is made to be
worked on. There is usually plenty of room inside, and
there are components you can easily identify. While the
extent of the work I needed to perform was cleaning
controls, I took the opportunity to look over the boards,
connectors, and wiring for any signs of wear. The solder
joints all looked good, and the wiring was in good shape
as well. I did undo and inspect the connectors for any
corrosion, and was fortunate to find very little. The only
real work I had to do was clean controls, a task easily
accomplished with some contact cleaner, also referred to
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as tuner cleaner. You do need to pay attention to the
cleaner you use, and insure that it is safe for use on
plastics. If in doubt, test a drop on an inconspicuous
spot before proceeding. I prefer the “Electosolve
Contact Cleaner for Electronics” product, which leave
no residue, and is safe on plastics. It is a simple matter
to clean your controls once you have access to
them..just spray a short burst into the switch or
potentiometer, and move the control through its full
range of travel several times. You will feel the
difference in movement as the solvent works to
remove and gunk and corrosion in the controls.
You can also take this time to clean the cabinet really
well, if you wish. Now that the sensitive gear is out,
you can scrub away, and even repaint if you want to. I
use a variety of different things for cabinet cleaning;
Windex, rubbing alcohol, Pledge, Goo Gone, and plain
old soap and water. Again, you want to be careful with
any plastic, especially meter lenses..you can distort
them pretty easy with the wrong stuff!
In the case of gear that just doesn't work, you can find
schematics and service manuals online for a lot of the
test equipment in the shack. The “Boat Anchor Manual
Archive” (http://bama.edebris.com/ manuals/ ) is my
first stop, as they have a lot of scans and the service is
free.
Failing that, a Google search will usually turn up the
results you are looking for. You can sometimes find a
Ham with the same piece of working equipment that
might be willing to take readings for you, so you can
troubleshoot in that way.
There are occasions when you just cannot locate a
service manual or schematic, or it isn't cost effective to
repair the piece. Instead of just tossing it out, it's time to
begin salvage operations! For example, older RF
generators have nice tuning capacitors with reduction
drives that can be re-purposed, as well as coils,
switches, potentiometers and discrete components.
The case it is in could be used to house the latest
transceiver you just built...most even have a dial that
you can use as a template to make your own for your
band(s) of interest! Older frequency counters have
seven segment LED displays that can be put to use, as
well as range switches, etc. There are plenty of choice
parts ripe for the picking, if that is what you decide to
do.
Don't discount that older “bargain” you see at the
swapmeet...it could become the most valuable addition
Page 4

to your shack with a little TLC!

MikeAtkins N4VE is a HOTY
Ham Of The Year of course. What did you think I
meant? The Ham of the Year is presented for special
service to the club and general ham community and for
inspiring and promoting the expansion of ham radio, at
the annual FARC Dinner meeting in December. It isn’t
always presented. And the recipient does not have to be
an FARC member. The award is to recognize a person
who has done the most for Ham Radio in Forsyth
County and the state. It is presented
at on
thethe
discretion
of
Continued
next page
the President.

Pictures from the December Meeting

Mike Atkins N4VE taught at least two classes this year,
he served as a VE for multiple exam sessions and is
personally responsible for inspiring, promoting the
expansion of amateur radio, license upgrades and
brining more folks into the hobby than any other person
in this area in the 2010 – 2011 period.

Don Edwards WS4NC - Life member
Gosh - I’m speechless. Thank you everyone, this is a
special honor coming from my friends. And it
something we’ve only done for a small number of
people. The first was to Luther-SK and Melissa Hall
W4RXG; Reese Felts KB4FOX-SK; Riley K4ZDH;
Bob KJ4IC; and Henry W2DZO. These are all people
who have made this a great Club with years of service
and hard work. I especially like the part where I was
told to make my own certificate (I’ve made all the
Club’s certificates for years). I think I prefer to keep the
photo-shopped version that W2DZO made for me.
Thank you all.

Session Manager - Forsyth Amateur Radio Club
1-336-766-9675

Monday Nights
The FARC main Club meeting is always on the second
Monday of the month at the Red Cross except in
December. There will be a program and opportunity to
“meet and greet” and chat for a while. Usually FCC
testing is offered to those preregistered before the
meeting.
Business meeting: The FARC business meeting is open
to all and is on the third Monday of the month and is held
at Old Staley’s restaurant at 2000 Reynolda Rd at 7-ish
PM and usually runs about an hour and a half. We have
tried holding it at the Red Cross but the overwhelming
choice of those who are present is that they would prefer
somewhere where we can have food and drinks. The
attendance at the third Monday business meeting is
anywhere from about 6 to as many 15 people. All are
invited - we would love to have to move to a dedicated
meeting room.
The contesting group generally meets on the fourth
Monday of the month and that is also held at Old
Staley’s. All are welcome at any of the Monday night
meetings. Old Staley’s has a connection to FARC.
Owner Bill Mowery is the nephew of W4ISH Clarence
Mowery one of the prime founders of FARC.

FARC Shack Update

Ham Radio License Testing
<<< please note pre-registration is required >>> Amateur
Radio testing will NOT be offered at the Jan 14 Hamfest, Amateur
radio testing for new applicants as well as upgrades will be given
the 2nd Monday of every month, except December, prior to the
FARC regular meeting. All test participants are invited to attend
the meeting. The time is 6:30 PM and the place is the Red Cross
building on Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem. << Preregistration is required via e-mail >>, listing the elements you
wish to take and your phone number. You may pre-register or get
additional information via e-mail to info -at- w4nc.org, attention
Dale Mierisch WB9SZL. Replace -at- with the usual symbol.
Other dates/times will be published as we schedule them.
A free bonus for taking a test for non-FARC members is that we
make you a member free for the first year! Just fill out the
membership card.
Dale Mierisch WB9SZL
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I wanted to update all of you on some shack work. We
have had some issues with antenna interaction with our
vertical sloper. As a result, I have installed the W4DW
folded dipole at the club station. I moved the lower
standoff which held a tribander about 8' off the roof- a
tribander has been tried there several times but has
never really worked well due to all the guy wires
running right through it. That standoff is now about 10'
below the large C4XL tribander where the 80/160
sloper was attached to the tower. The new folded dipole
is installed at that height (60'). It is the B&W BWD-90
and is designed to be no tune from 80-10 meters (<2:1
SWR)- it also is easily tunable on 160. (I checked it on
all bands and it does what it says...this is also the most
widely purchased HF dipole by the military!)
So, we now have 2 usable antennas that won’t interact
much and is no-tune, easy for those who are not sure
about tuning. It can handle 1500 watts and Dick swore
by this thing- with 335 confirmed countries in his
lifetime I 'm a believer. I also brought the RX loop

connection into the patch panel. Eric and I tested it on
3923 and also several MARS frequencies and it got
great results- we will now have a formidable low band
HF signal throughout the state as the antenna is
broadside to the east and west but still has NVIS
properties north and south. Perfect for emergency work
and NCQP!
Of course, when running 2 radios at the same time
judicious use of band filters is important. I have taken
down the sloper and it is in storage in the shack. Anyone
for SSB sweepstakes?? Have a good day all.

Forsyth CountyARES News
Eric AK4CW
Hello Forsyth ARES Members, I hope everyone
enjoyed their holidays and had a great time with family
and friends. Everything is fairly quiet on the ARES
front at the moment, but regardless it's always good to
stay prepared for whatever situation may arise that
requires the help of ARES. On November 16th, there
was some severe weather that affected the local area
that resulted in an high end EF2 tornado (estimated
wind speeds around 135 mph) that touched down in
Davidson County around 6 PM that evening and
unfortunately resulted in two fatalities. So not only do
we need to be prepared for situations that may arise in
Forsyth County, but also remain prepared to help
surrounding counties that may need assistance also
from ourARES group.
I have been impressed with the number of check-ins that
we average on our weekly ARES net which is around
14, but I've also been impressed with the cooperation
and interest that net members have had in wanting to
experiment with digital modes. As I mentioned before,
digital communication can add an extra layer of
security for certain types of transmissions that we may
not want to send by voice, and the digital mode MT63
2000 has proven to be reliable on VHF, even through
repeaters and will be the “standard” for digital
transmissions within our ARES group. Also, the digital
modes are very fun to work and takes away from the
monotony of always operating by voice. If you need
information or help with getting set up with digital, feel
free to contact me and we can get you up and running.
Beginning January 1, 2012, there will be some
substantial changes within our ARES program in
Forsyth County. Effective the first of the year, I will no
longer serve as Forsyth County Emergency
Coordinator. Jim Mansfield, WA4NOT will be the
incoming Emergency Coordinator. I will still be heavily

involved with ARES as one of Jim Mansfield's
Assistant Emergency Coordinators and ARES Training
Officer. After notifying our ARES Area 9 District EC
Dal Williams, W4YQY, about my stepping down as
Forsyth County EC, I guess he felt I would have more
time on my hands and asked me to help him and the NC
ARES Area 9 counties by serving as Assistant District
EC for NC ARES Area 9. After some thought, I told Dal
Williams I would be happy to serve him and the Area 9
counties as Assistant DEC and I will pick up that
position sometime after the first of the year.
Jim Mansfield has been EC before, is very familiar with
ARES structure and protocol, and will serve as an
excellent EC. Jim will keep the program moving in the
right direction if not make it better than what it already
is. When I mentioned to Tom Brown, N4TAB, who is
the NC State ARES Emergency Coordinator about my
stepping down, he mentioned that Forsyth County now
has one of the top ARES programs in the state and also
one of the highest membership numbers. I feel that what
I came in to do as EC has been accomplished and with
the help of our ARES membership, we have made our
ARES programs one of the best around. Now, I feel it's
time to pass the baton. I appreciate all of the help that
members have given me over the past three years with
events and training, and I'm positive it will only get
better from this point forward.
As for now, the current ARES leadership in 2012 will be
as follows:
Jim Mansfield WA4NOT – Emergency Coordinator
Eric Bowen WK4CW – Assistant Emergency Coordinator (
Training Officer)
Dan O'Leary KG4ECI – Assistant Emergency Coordinator ( Net
Manager)
Ken Hougland KG4FGC – Assistant Emergency Coordinator (
Logistics)
Don Edwards WS4NC – Assistant Emergency Coordinator ( Red
Cross Liaison)
Dale Mierisch WB9SZL – Assistant Emergency Coordinator (
TechnicalAdvisor )
Tim Yarbrough KF4HHG – Assistant Emergency Coordinator (
Events and Planning Coordinator )

As for now, if anyone has any questions or comments
about our ARES program in Forsyth County, feel free to
contact me by e-mail at wk4cw@arrl.net or by landline
at 336-231-4182.
Thanks to all for your continued support of our ARES
Page 6 program.

73's Eric Bowen – WK4CW
Past ARRL EC – Forsyth County, NC

Open Letter to Eric WK4CW from N2COP

being prepared for emergencies and having back-up plans; MT63-2000 test
transmission from WK4CW (stations with * were able to decode the message).
Dan O'Leary KG4ECI
Forsyth AEC/Net Manager
ARES Net Report for 01December2011

I join others in thanking you for your service as Forsyth
Co. EC. Dal Williams can spot talent when he sees it, so
I’m glad you’ll be assisting him as Asst. DEC 9.
Forsyth ARES is indeed a model ARES organization.
This is attributable to your leadership and the deep team
you and others have cultivated. I know that Jim has big
shoes to fill but he’ll be able to do so easily. Welcome
Jim, and everyone please keep up the great work. I hope
to see many of you in the coming year. Until then,
Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to all.
Vy 73,
Bill N2COP
North Carolina Section Manager
Chairman - ARRL National Public Relations
Committee

Net Control Station: KG4ECI
Check-ins: WK4CW, WA4NOT, KJ4UFG, KG4FGC, AK4D, WB9SZL, NA4P,
WF4DD, WA4ZKI, KE4ZFN, KF4EOD, KA4JRL, KJ4ENM.
Topics: Discussion of ARES events in 2011 and request for commentary on future
improvement possibilities.
Messages: One informal traffic passed by voice; one formal passed by MT63-2000.
Dan O'Leary KG4ECI
Forsyth AEC/Net Manager
ARES Net Report for 08December2011
Net Control Station: WA4NOT
Check-ins: WK4CW, KG4ECI, W4KG, WS4NC, KG4FGC, AK4D, KF4EOD,
WB9SZL, WA4ZKI, KE4ZFN, KJ4UFG, KG4JWU, KK4CFN, N4EY, KB4GKI,
KJ4ENM, KC8OEX, W4XDM.
Topics: Discussion of non-communications roles that communications volunteers
might encounter during an actual emergency event.
Messages: Three informal passed via MT63-2000.
Dan O'Leary KG4ECI
Forsyth AEC/Net Manager

And Welcome to Jim Our New EC

ARES Net Report for 15December2011

Jim is a longtime FARC and ARES member and even former EC.
It is great to have Jim aboard and I know we all look forward to
working with him this year. And speaking ofARES this year . . .

Net Control Station: KG4FGC

The Pilot Mountain Payback

Topics: Discussion of changes in Forsyth County ARES for 2012; benefits of
having NIMS certification.

The PMP is new to our ARES schedule. This will be a Marathon
and a half Marathon event. See www.pilotmountainpayback.com.
The PMP event for which they're asking radio support is scheduled
for February 18. So far WA4NOT, WS4NC, N0KTY, WK4CW,
and AG4RZ have volunteered. There appears to be a consensus
that we will try and use a lot of 10 Meter SSB on this event (that’s
not certain yet), but 145.47 will also be used. It’s not to late to get
on board!

Traffic: One informal message passed via MT63-2000.

73, Jim WA4NOT

ARES Net Reports:

Check-ins: WK4CW, WA4NOT, KG4ECI, W4KG, KF4EOD, WA4RDZ,
WA8IHW,AF4XC, WA4ZKI, W4XDM, KB4GKI, WF4DD, NA4P, KA4JRL.

Dan O'Leary KG4ECI
Forsyth AEC/Net Manager
ARES Net Report for 22Dec2011
Net Control Station: WK4CW
Check-ins: KG4ECI, KG4FGC, KF4HHG, KG4JWU, WD4LSS, NA4P, WF4DD,
W4RJR, W4XDM, KJ4ENM, KJ4CDM.
Topics: Discussion of using simplex as an alternate mode for ARES; interest in
passing more traffic via the National Traffic System; use of ICS form 213 and the
ARRL radiogram.
Traffic: None.

ARES Net Report for 03NOV2011
Check-Ins: WK4CW, WA4NOT*, AF4XC, KJ4SXH, KF4EOD, N4EY, AK4D,
WA8IHW, WD4LSS*, KG4JWU*, WB9SZL, NA4P*, WF4DD, N8STA,
WA4ZKI, KJ4UFG*, KD4JZZ, KJ4CDM, KA4JRL, KJ4ENM.
Topics: Area 9 ARES Mtg Sat Nov 5; EAS Test Nov 9; MT63-2000 discussion and
test transmission from WK4CW (stations marked with * were able to decode the
message.)
Dan O'Leary KG4ECI
Forsyth AEC/Net Manager
ARES Net Report for 17Nov2011

* NOTE: This net was held on the back-up 146.64 repeater as 145.47 was
undergoing maintenance.
Dan O'Leary KG4ECI
Forsyth AEC/Net Manager
ARES Net Report for 29Dec2011
Net Control station: WA4NOT
Check-ins:
WK4CW, W4KG, KB4GKI, WD4LSS, KC8OEX, WA4ZKI.
W4XDM, KG4FGC, KA4JRL, KJ4ENM
Topics: Review of 2011 ARES activity; Preview of ARES training and public
service activity in 2012; Tom Pugh KB4JO - SK, obituary and moment of silence.

Net Control Station: KG4FGC
Check-ins: WK4CW*, WA4NOT*, AF4XC, KG4JWU*, KG4ECI*, KF4EOD,
KB4GKI, WA8IHW, WA4ZKI*, VE3LT, NA4P*, WF4DD, KA4JRL.
Topics: Discussion of recent severe weather including a tornado in Davidson
County; the difference between "watches" and "warnings" issued by the NOAA;
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Traffic: Two informal messages passed via MT-63
Jim Mansfield WA4NOT
Forsyth County ARES EC
ARES Net Report for 05Jan2012
Net Control Station: KG4ECI

Check-ins: WA4NOT, WK4CW, W2DZO, KB4GKI, KG4FGC, KJ4SEN,
AF4XC, WA4ZKI, KO4XT, KJ4ENM, WD4LSS, AK4D, KC8OEX, KA4JRL,
KE4ZFN.
Topics: WA4NOT put ot a call for volunteers to help with the upcoming event
(Feb18) at Pilot Mountain State Park.
Training: WK4CW began a multi-part series related specifically to voice message
and traffic handling during emergency activations.
Traffic: None. (1 announcement re: WS FirstFest)
Dan O'Leary KG4ECI
Forsyth AEC/Net Manager

Around FARC
From “Uber” Dr. Raja KB6MTH:
12/28/11- Just yesterday I received a nice pair of boxes!
The dash cap, quite nice. The poster, WOW! That was
super cool and an amazingly nice thing for the club to
do!
Aimee and Alice came for the holidays, they're here
now. We went to Paris for a week at Xmas. It was
awesome! I'm working this week, so they're doing a
little less, but we'll do new years in Frankfurt. They fly
home on the first.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! I think I'll get
that giant QSL card laminated....Raja
Don Edwards via gmail.com
12/28/11
Glad you got the QSL and the cap. There were also two
bottles of Texas Pete - they were already wrapped and in
the box when I saw the "No liquids!". I thought about
leaving them in, but guessed that they might turn the fire
hoses on the boxes, so you'll have to collect them when
you get back. Then you can do something diabolical
with them. The last Dash game I went to ended up as 019 or something like that. That was when I realized that
a dash is just another way to write zero, therefore we
have the Winston-Salem Zeros.
Just wanted you to think about Winston-Salem and we
miss you. Glad to hear that you have company. Say hi
for me.
diddle-de-DE
EricAK4CW:
Congrat’s to Eric AK4CW. He has completed his basic
training forArmy Mars.

Just in case you guys were interested the new QRP
Elecraft is now out. Price is a little more than I
expected, but not out of range for an Elecraft
From Steven KG4JWU:
I found out about this today, and I thought you might be
interested. Alinco announced that they intend to release
a new dual-band HT before Christmas, but it will be of a
rather different variety, 220 and 900 MHz. I believe this
would be the first 900 radio, commercial manufactured
FOR ham use. If it doesn't cost too much more than a 2
meter / 220 Wouxun, I think I'm interested.
NC QSO Party:
The NCQP committee continues to respond to
suggestions about categories and we're happy to
announce another one. Thanks to Wilson Lamb Jr.
W4BOH, the 2012 NCQP will include a CW Only In
State category. This will allow more operators to
concentrate on their favorite modes while partipating in
our QSO Party.
73, Henry W2DZO
Wilson W4BOH responds:
WOW! This is a memorial prize in honor of my dad. I
didn't think to specify in/out of state, so Henry assumed
I wanted instate, which is fine. At $30/plaque, I'm
willing to spring for two, single op in and single op out.
Others are welcome to set up any awards they want, I
suppose. Thinking about it a little, I doubt there are
enough clubs/mobs/eped to make much of a contest. 73,
Wilson
Annual Homebrew Show-&-Tell
Don WS4NC
This year we had some really great entries. I think that
Kris KB4MB really stole the show with his uber overthe-air TV setup. I have to admit I’m a little jealous.
Tim AG4RZ wasn’t to be outdone with his multiple
entries, especially the QRP transceiver.
Steven
K G 4 J W U h a d a n i n t e r e s t i n g Te r a - H e r t z
transmitter/receiver (that means light waves for the
non-geeks ‘amongst’ us). And of course Kip N0KTY
had his brought his 40-meter tower and directive array
in for Show-&-Tell. OK - it was a working 2-meter
model but it got lots of questions. All the entries got a
chance to draw from the “goodies” box. For a complete
review of the program go to w4ncLive.com.
There’s Gold in ‘em ‘ere Hills
Terry KC80EX makes a hobby of hunting gold. He’s
Pictures next page

From TimAG4RZ:
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meeting. Knowing that Bob KJ4IC had turned in we all did a “Hi
Bob!”.
http://w4nclive.posterous.com/short-broadcast-of-decembersmeeting
email from Bob KJ4IC:
That’s great! Merry Christmas to all from NJ. I hope everyone had
a great time at the FARC party. I missed everyone, but did see the
short video that Raymond produced.
73 and Happy Holidays to all,
Bob KJ4IC

John Covington W4CC
John W4CC had serious surgery in December. This is
from an email in late December:
collected lots of flecks and dust, but that good size
nugget had eluded him for years. Until recently that is.
Terrry packed up his Henry Tempo 2020 and made a
DXpedtion to Thermal City Gold Mine, in Marion, NC.
While there, and when he could takes breaks from
running the radio, he finally found that gold nugget. It
is 0.4 grams. Not exactly “Vegas, Baby!” but good
enough. More pictures are on the 7272 Ragchewers net
web page. Congratulations Terry.
http://www.ragchewers.com/KC8OEX-TRIP.php
W4WS - Nov SS SSB by Ed KU4BP:
Totally lost my voice at 1830z on Sunday after 530 Q's
and was relegated to S+P after that. Was quite a struggle
just to speak but was able to pull off my first sweep an
hour after it went out. Marched on and broke 100k for a
raw score for the first time. Shut down at 0030z because
it was needless to risk any possible damage. All in all, it
was the best SS I've ever run. Not to bad for just a couple
of wires. Q's: 628, Sections: 80, Total: 100,480 pts,
Time 19.5 hours, Single Op - Low power.
Tag Bowers’ K4TAG (but he will always be WA4CXZ
to me) family has had a shower of bad luck lately. First
Tag’s XYL Jane had to go the hospital for arthritis, she is
back at home now - but it is still bothering her. Tag’s
son, Butch went in to Forsyth memorial because of a
stroke.
Our favorite Reverend, Ed Needham AF4XC went
into the Baptist Hospital for a triple bypass. At the time
I’m writing this, Ed is back home and recovering well.

Hi Bob!
At the Christmas dinner W4NCLive, thanks to Raymond
WX5AAA, ran a short broadcast during the dinner before the
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Hello everyone, Yesterday I was on pain meds, water and ice chips.
Got some rest last night.
Today they started me on a clear liquid diet (broth, gelatin, juice,
etc.). I had three meals of it and enjoyed it. Hospital broth always
seems to taste much better than plain broth elsewhere. :-)
I stopped taking pain meds at 7:00 AM and don't plan to resume
unless something happens. I just have some soreness around the
surgical wound and that's it. It hurts briefly to move from lying
down to sitting up and the rest of the time it is just sore, but very
tolerable.All of my vital signs are normal.
I walked four laps around the floor today. Everyone up here thinks I
am doing well for the day after surgery. So do I. The general
consensus is that I will be released before Christmas, unless I have
a setback.
Thanks for your prayers and well-wishes. They mean a lot.
John Covington

Dear Fellow North Carolina ARRL
Members:
From Bill N2COP
Fox News aired a television story on the resurgence of
Ham Radio as a hobby, highlighted by the number of
operators in the U.S. topping 700,000. In addition to
being North Carolina Section Manager, I have been
serving for the past three years as Chairman of ARRL's
national Public Relations Committee. Getting network
coverage is rare, so we are grateful for positive stories
like this.
Yo u c a n s e e t h e r e p o r t a t
http://tinyurl.com/bsnh6qh
Let me use this occasion also to wish you and your
family a very Happy Holiday, and to thank North
Carolina ARRL members and all NC Hams for a
wonderful 2011.

73, Bill Morine, N2COP
ARRL North Carolina Section Manager Winston-Salem. I have an option to move to
[Editor: Sorry I’m a little late in getting this out.] Mocksville - but that’s not my preference right now.

Mount Athos
from John Scott K8YC
via Ed KU4BP

Membership Renewals
by Don WS4NC

I just happened upon a segment on "60 Minutes" (CBS, Sunday FARC Membership dues renewal at the end of the year.
NIghts at 7:00PM) that covered Mount Athos. Sorry, but Monk I am a little behind on everything. Membership
Apollo was not pictured, but the show provided a very good view renewals will go out soon. I did a lot of work last year
of what life is like among the Monks who reside in MountAthos.
If you "google" Sixty Minutes, you can see a recap of the show,
and I believe the entire segment may be on the website in
streaming video. I encourage you all to take a look at it, as it will
surely surprise you at how committed the monks are to their
beliefs. (The DAILY routine, consists of about 8 hours in a
religious mass, for example.) I did not know that there are about
35,000 pilgrams paying visit each year from all over the world,
and that no women are permitted in the peninsula that is Mount
Athos. You might even be surprised at what the Nazis had in
mind for Mt.Athos in WW II, but I'll leave that to you to find out!!

to make that more automatic, but it still needs some
polish. I have been tied up with family emergencies
much of December and early January (not to mention
that my business life is in an uproar - see Goodwill
above).

Renewals will be sent out in the next few weeks. I will
have blank renewal cards at the meeting if you want to
fill them out and turn them in the Henry W2DZO our
treasurer. I really do need the cards returned - they
make keeping up with all this much simpler.
The narrator stated that CBS had tried for years to get a show of
the place, but were always refused. For whatever reason, they
were permitted to film a show there recently. This may be a once
in a generation view, so take a gander while you can.

FCC Releases New Rules for 60
Meters

--John Scott, K8YC

11/21/2011 from ARRL News

On November 18, the FCC released a Report and Order (R&O),
defining new rules for the 60 meter (5 MHz) band. These rules are
in response to a Petition for Rulemaking (PRM) filed by the
Is anyone interested in QRSS? I am thinking about putting ARRL more than five years ago and a June 2010 Notice of
together a 30m kit from http://www.hanssummers.com/qrsskit , Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM). In the R&O, the FCC replaced
one of the channels in the band, increased the maximum
but would like someone to play with.

QRSS?

Continued on the next page

73, Bob KJ4IC

Tower Available

Goodwill Crashes my Party!
by Don WS4NC
I don’t have a problem with Goodwill Industries.
They actually do great work. Lots of it. My problem
is that they have bought the building where my office
is located. They are going to tear it down. Soon.
They have (or are) buying the entire block and are
planning to build a training center on the property. I
have until February 28 to move out. Just when I
though it was going to be a great year. But it is not
starting out good for me. I am considering my
options. One option is that the homebrews Tuesdays
are absolutely on hold for now. Right now I am
looking for 2000-plus square feet of
office/warehouse space.
Something cheap.
Anybody have any ideas? Did I mention cheap? And
fast. And preferably close to the south side of
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Family of SK ham needs tower
taken down. Crank-up, tilt over
fully motorized, but needs some
work. They are asking $295 or
OBO. Contact Don WS4NC
336-413-3838.

authorized power amateur stations may transmit in this band and
authorized amateur stations to transmit three additional emission
designators in the five channels in the 5330.6-5406.4 kHz band (60
meters).
The Amateur Radio Service in the United States has a secondary
allocation on 60 meters. Only those amateurs who hold General,
Advanced or Amateur Extra class licenses may operate on this
band. Amateur stations must not cause harmful interference to -and must accept interference from -- stations authorized by any
administration in the fixed service, as well as mobile (except
aeronautical mobile) stations authorized by the administrations of
other countries.
Here is a summary of the changes. Please note that these changes
have not yet taken effect. These new rules will take effect 30 days
after they are published in the Federal Register. The ARRL will
announce on its website when the rules are published.
The frequency 5368.0 kHz (carrier frequency 5366.5 kHz) is
withdrawn and a new frequency of 5358.5 kHz (carrier frequency
5357.0 kHz) is authorized.
The effective radiated power limit in the 60 meter band is raised by
3 dB, from 50 W PEP to 100 W PEP, relative to a half-wave dipole.
If another type of antenna is used, the station licensee must
maintain a record of either the antenna manufacturer’s data on the
antenna gain or calculations of the antenna gain.
Three additional emission types are authorized. Data (emission
designator 2K80J2D, for example, PACTOR-III), RTTY
(emission designator 60H0J2B, for example, PSK31) and CW
(150HA1A, i.e. Morse telegraphy by means of on-off keying). For
CW, the carrier frequency must be set to the center frequency. For
data and RTTY the requirement to transmit “only on the five center
frequencies specified” may be met by using the same practice as on
USB, i.e. by setting the suppressed carrier frequency of the USB
transmitter used to generate the J2D or J2B emission to the carrier
frequency that is 1.5 kHz below the center frequency.
Automatic control on data and RTTY is not permitted; a control
operator must be in a position to exercise either local or remote
control over the transmitter. The FCC noted that “amateur
operators must exercise care to limit the length of transmissions so
as to avoid causing harmful interference to Federal stations.” This
is a very important caveat: If a Federal station requires amateurs to
cease using a frequency, the amateur station must be able to do so
without delay.
A reasonable person might wonder what the difference is between
data and RTTY. According to former ARRL Chief Technology
Officer Paul Rinaldo, W4RI, there used to be a difference, but
there’s not much of one today. “Years ago, a B designator
(telegraphy for automatic reception [i.e. narrow-band directprinting telegraphy emissions]) meant decoding and display on a
teletypewriter (TTY) or other mechanical machine,” he explained.
“A D designator signified transmission of data, telemetry or
telecommand intended for data processing or just storage for
possible future use. When computers or computer-like devices
were introduced to emulate RTTY transmission and/or reception,
the line between telegraphy and data transmission blurred to the
point of little or no practical distinction.”
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PACTOR-III and PSK31 are cited in the new rules as examples of
data and RTTY emissions, respectively, that will be authorized;
however, in paragraph 28 of the R&O, the Commission states that
amateur stations will be permitted to use “any unspecified digital
code, subject to the requirements of Section 97.309(b).” Therefore,
as a practical matter it appears that any J2D data emission is to be
permitted up to a bandwidth of 2.8 kHz, provided that care is
exercised to limit the length of transmissions.

Amateur Radio and the 60 Meter Band
From ARRL
The 60 meter band is part of the larger 5.060-5.450 MHz band,
which is a federal/non-federal shared band that is allocated to the
fixed service on a primary basis and to the mobile (except
aeronautical mobile service) on a secondary basis. The 5.0605.450 MHz band is primarily used by federal agencies for ship-toshore and fixed point-to-point communications. Non-federal use
of the 5060-5450 kHz band includes state government licensees
and licensees in the Industrial/Business Pool that operate standby
and/or backup communication circuits for use during emergency
and/or disaster situations, entities prospecting for petroleum and
natural gas or distributing electric power, coast stations and
aeronautical fixed stations.
The Commission added the Amateur Radio Service as a secondary
allocation after determining that such frequencies could be useful
to the Amateur Radio community for completing disaster
communications links at times when existing frequencies in the
3.500-4.000 MHz (80 and 75 meter) and 7.000-7.300 MHz (40
meter) bands are not available due to ionospheric conditions. It
concluded that such an allocation represented the best compromise
available to give the amateur service access to new spectrum while
assuring the federal government agencies that their use is
protected.
At the request of the National Telecommunications and
Information Administration (NTIA), the Commission restricted
amateur stations operating on the five channels in the 60 meter
band to upper sideband (USB) voice transmissions (phone
emission 2K80J3E), and to a maximum effective radiated power
(ERP) of 50 W peak envelope power (PEP). The Commission
adopted these operating restrictions to decrease the interference
potential between amateur stations and federal stations.
In October 2006, the ARRL filed a Petition for Rulemaking with
the FCC, requesting that the Commission amend Parts 2 and 97 of
its Rules to replace one of the allocated center frequencies (5368
kHz) with a less encumbered frequency (5358.5 kHz), to increase
the maximum ERP from 50 to 100 W PEP and to authorize the use
of additional emissions types, limited to emission designators
150HA1A, 60H0J2B and 2K80J2D. In its Petition, the ARRL
pointed out that its proposals were designed to facilitate more
efficient and effective use of the secondary Amateur Radio Service
allocation in the 60 meter band. As part of its petition, the ARRL
attached a letter from NTIA, indicating that it would “look
favorably” on theARRL’s proposed modifications.

Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

Winston-Salem Firstfest

Saturday, January 14, 2012

PO Box 11361
Winston-Salem, NC 27106-1361
336-245-5740

Really Great Thinking

Editor’s Corner

from rinkworks.com: “This ‘telephone’ has too
many shortcomings to be seriously considered
as a means of communication. The device is
inherently of no value to us.” —Western Union
internal memo, 1876.

Some of the items this month should have gone
out in December’s Newsletter, however I have
been unexpectedly pulled out of town a lot in
December and January (with a lot more to
come). email is the best way to reach me. I’d
love some articles for next month. I have one
coming soon about how FARC dealt with tower
zoning in Forsyth County. It’s a long story.

“The wireless music box has no imaginable
commercial value. Who would pay for a
message sent to nobody in particular?” —David
Sarnoff’s associates in response to his urgings
for investment in the radio in the 1920s.

Since I need a little filler here’s a look at
Elecraft’s new QRP rig. Sweet!

Assoc. Press & MSNBC: A Tampa woman
upset with her 15-year-old son's bad grades
forced him to stand on a street corner with a sign
that read: "Honk if I need an education.”
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