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Tour to Tanglewood 2012

by Jim Mansfield WA4NOT
On Saturday and Sunday, September 15 and 16, an
estimated 1,600 cyclists will ride routes ranging
from 5 to 100 miles in this year’s Tour to
Tanglewood, an MS ride. It’s the largest annual
public service and field training activity for Forsyth
County hams.
The new route maps haven’t been published yet.
Based on last year’s operation we’ll need 19
operators on Saturday and 17 on Sunday to provide
radio coverage for the event’s directors, support
vehicles and rest stop crews. Net control stations
and mobile operators will have full-day shifts. Rest
stop operators work while their assigned rest stop is
open – 2, 3 or 6 hours depending on route position.
So volunteer for the weekend, for one day, or for a
few hours as your schedules permit.

AUGUST MEETING
The general meeting of the Forsyth Amateur
Radio Club will be (as almost always) on the
second Monday of the month, August 13, at the
NW NC Red Cross Building at 690 Coliseum
Drive. The meeting starts at 7:30 PM but plan on
arriving early, say 7 PM to get a good seat and to
chat with fellow hams. Ham Exams start at 6:30
PM and require pre-registration. This month's
program will be a . . . surprise!
Eight hams have signed up already.
Join the
crew by emailing one of the following: Jim
Mansfield (Forsyth ARES EC) wa4not <at>
arrl.net -or- Tim Yarbrough (AEC – planning and
operations) kf4hhg <at> gmail.com. Or check into
the Thursday evening ARES nets on 145.47
(T100), or sign up at the August or September
Forsyth County Radio Club meeting.

All licensed hams can participate; prior ARES
membership is not required. We’ll be operating on FCC Testing
2-Meter FM; 5-watt HTs are sufficient if used with
by Dale, WB9SAL
physical ¼ wave or higher gain antennas. Rubber Last Testing Session:
ducks can’t handle the distances involved. 10-watt
JASON T ROMNEY KK4KJJ New Tech
or more powerful mobile units are more effective at
WILLIAM E KNIGHT KK4HSE Upgrade to General
the rest stops, and mobile units with mag-mount
antennas and 12-volt (cigarette lighter) power plugs Jason, Bill, allow me to offer both of you a hearty
are required for use in the event vehicles.
congratulations the on your New Amateur license,

Field Day: Left Charlie Miller, AE4UX SC Section
Emergency Coordinator, and right Dr. James
Boehner, N2ZZ, Vice Director, Roanoke Division
visit our Field Day operation. FARC President Tim
King AG4RZ at the right is showing them around.
We were very pleased and surprised when they
showed up. Field Day was really great this year especially with so many helping hands and visitors.
There are many more Field Day pictures are on
pages 3 and 4..

Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc is a non-profit (IRS
501(c)3) North Carolina corporation for the promotion of
Amateur Radio, and for the education and training of hams
and the general public primarily in Forsyth County, North
Carolina.
FARC was originally incorporated as the Winston-Salem
Radio Club on December 31, 1930 and has been in operation
ever since. We currently maintain a state-of-the-art ham
station in the basement of the Red Cross, 690 Coliseum Dr.,
Winston-Salem, NC and also maintain two 2-meter repeaters,
146.64 (100 Hz tone) and 145.47 (100 Hz tone) & 444.275
(100 Hz tone).
FARC has a general membership meeting with a program on
the 2nd Monday of every month at the Red Cross building,
690 Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem. The club conducts its
main business meeting (sometimes called the Board Meeting)
on the 3rd Monday generally at the same location. This is
where most of the club’s business is conducted and all
attending members have a vote. All club members are
strongly encouraged to attend the business meeting. For more
information about FARC mail us at FARC, Inc., PO Box
11361, Winston-Salem, NC, 27116; call 336-245-5740; or
visit out web site at www.w4nc.com . Club email is to info -at
w4nc.com .
Officers for 2012 are:
President: Tim King AG4RZ
Vice-President: Jerry Minor K4GW
Secretary: Don Edwards WS4NC
Treasurer: Henry Heidtmann W2DZO
Newsletter Editor: Don Edwards, WS4NC
To join our list server send a blank email to
w4nc-subscribe@egroups.com

and Amateur License upgrade.
chatting with each you on the air.

I look forward to

New FCC Testing: Amateur radio testing for new
applicants as well as upgrades will be given the 2nd
Monday of every month, except December, prior to
the FARC regular meeting. All test participants are
invited to attend the meeting. The time is 6:30 PM
and the place is the Red Cross building on Coliseum
Drive in Winston-Salem. << Pre-registration is
required via e-mail >>, listing the elements you wish to
take and your phone number. You may pre-register or
get additional information via e-mail to info -atw4nc.org, attention Dale Mierisch WB9SZL. Replace
-at- with the usual symbol. Other dates/times will be
published as we schedule them.
Dale Mierisch WB9SZL
FARC VEC Session Manager
1-336-766-9675

Monday Nights
The FARC main Club meeting is always on the
second Monday of the month at the Red Cross except
in December. The FARC business meeting is open to
all and is on the third Monday of the month and is held
at Old Staley’s restaurant at 2000 Reynolda Rd at 7ish PM.
Business meeting: The business meeting is held on
the third Monday night at Staley’s on Reynolda Road.
The meeting starts at 7-ish and usually runs about an
hour and a half. We have tried holding it at the Red
Cross but the overwhelming choice of those who are
present is that they would prefer somewhere where
we can have food and drinks. The attendance at the
third Monday business meeting is anywhere from
about 6 to as many 15 people. All are invited - we
would love to have to move to a dedicated meeting
room.
The contesting group generally meets on the fourth
Monday of the month and that is also held at Old

All content is Copyright 2012 by Forsyth Amateur Radio
Club, Inc, unless otherwise noted. Permission is given to
reproduce for non-commercial purposes provided proper
credit is given. If you would like to help support the newsletter
with an ad, please contact Don Edwards (email: ws4nc <at>
arrl.net). Ad deadlines are 7 days before the end of the month.
Rates are $50 for 12 months. Cheap!
We trade newsletters with other clubs, and many local clubs
are on our mailing list. If your club has a newsletter and
would like to trade please send us a copy.
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Staley’s. All are welcome at any of the Monday
night meetings. Old Staley’s has a connection to
FARC. Owner Bill Mowery is the nephew of
W4ISH Clarence Mowery one of the prime
founders of FARC.

Field Day
by Tim AG4RZ
FARC 2012 President
I just wanted to take a minute and thank every one
of you for your hard work and dedication to Field
Day this year.
It was a big success, both in the eyes of the general
membership, as well as operationally. Gene, The
filters really made a difference in inter-station
interference, and will certainly be an asset for the
club in the future, not only for em-comm, but other
operations as well.
Continued on page 5

Field Day Chairman Gene WB4MSG on the left
before, and on the right, after FD. If I put in pictures
of all the antennas and other stuff he built this year,
there wouldn’t be room for any other photos.
Below is Gene’s XYL Kathy KB4TKO and Gene’s
mom. Kathy is so happy because FD is finally over.

Above is a collage of FD photos. Below: This
photo was taken by Raymond WX5AAA at seriously
oh-dark-thirty in the morning. I think Henry’s
expression says it all. But he put a lot of CW QSOs
in the log. More photos on the next page.
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Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Quinn also came to visit this
year and enjoy some BarBQ. Hugh is the
Executive Director of the NW NC Red Cross.
More 2012 FD photos below.

This would be Eli’s
a n d S a v a n n a h ’s
second date.
The
first was about 5
years ago at Field
Day.
Eli is Tim
AG4RZ’s harmonic,
Savannah is Dave
N 5 W N B ’ s
Harmonic. Below left
VP Jerry K4GW
looks like he is
picking out a victim,
possibly Mike N4VE.

I can’t let FD go without this photo. That’s me,
Don WS4NC on the left. The perpetrator on
the right is my Elmer, Tag K4TAG (but always
known to me as WA4CXZ). Tag is responsible
for getting me into ham radio. 1963 seems a
long time ago and I can’t thank him enough.
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background information about their expectations for
ham radio support. All documents were forwarded to
ARES participants by email attachment .

Field Day, continued from page 3
The decision to operate 100 watts was a wise one
also, you all saw how "interesting" the bands were,
I fear if we had done QRP again, we would have
been spinning our wheels.

3. Since the 3 routes (41 miles, 75 miles or 95 miles –
riders’ choice) were the same as last year, the
preliminary maps were sufficient. Two changes were
discovered in the cue sheets; these were penciled in as
needed.

Henry is hard at work (well, kinda) sorting out the
numbers and once he is satisfied with those I will
pass them along. I can, however, tell you we made
2011 contacts total which is huge, and something
we all can be proud of.

4. Sauratown Mountain, the middle of the three
mountains to be ridden, houses the three repeaters ,
145.47, 146.79 and 145.25, designated for primary and
backup use. In addition, primary and alternate NCS
stations tested 145.13 route coverage.

Talks for next year have already started, hi hi, and
from what I am hearing, Gene wants to run 12A for
2013. Something about "Go big or go home."
Seriously, though, it has been mentioned that a "F"
class effort next year should be looked into, and I
think it is a great idea. "F" class is operation from
the Red Cross (in our case) and would afford us
easier set-up and tear down, as well as air
conditioning! I don't think it is to early to begin
planning for that, so at the next board meeting, we
can go over that option in detail. I would love to be
able to let the club know at the August meeting
what the plans are, so hopefully we can drive even
more to participate. Obviously, we would need to
let the Red Cross know as well, and since Hugh
came to visit, and we are fresh in his mind, the
sooner we can decide, the better.

Forsyth County ARES
3 Mountain Madness, 03 June 2012
After Action Report
by Jim WA4NOT
A.

Preparation
1. Richard Nifong, the event safety director, requested
ARES participation about 2 ½ months in advance of the
event.
Since that period included three Forsyth
Amateur Radio Club meetings and 11 ARES nets, the
lead-time allowed good recruiting and planning. We
had a full complement of ARES operators to staff the
event.
2. Harry Wilson, event director, also gave us PDF copies
of his safety plan, volunteer instructions, route maps,
turn-by-turn cue sheets and staffing list. The last was a
sample using last year’s times and names; he finished
and provided this year’s list 10 days before the event.
Volunteer instructions included detailed sheets for the
various event duty stations; these gave us good
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5. The ARES net used 2-meter repeater communication.
No VHF simplex, UHF or HF circuits were included.
ARES Operators who also had CB radios were station at
the summit turn-around points of the three mountains to
provide VHF net and inter-cycle relays for CB-equipped
motorcyclists patrolling the routes.
B.

Action
1. The requested radio support points and routes were in
hill and valley terrain. HT and mobile antennas worked
well. CB coverage is marginal in this; so the relay
stations were necessary links.
2. VHF HT and mobile antennas worked well enough at
most locations, but the Hanging Rock rest stop required
a portable, high-gain antenna to reach the repeaters
with an HT.
3. Tactical call signs were used successfully.
4. Traffic volume was light due to the size of the event,
about 520 riders, and the relatively cool weather which
prevented heat exhaustion cases. Most radio traffic
dealt with identification and location of the last riders on
the various course loops.
5. ARES operators rode with the event and safety
directors and all other SAG vehicles. The supply truck
driver declined a radio operator.
6. Mutual assistance was provided by Robert KJ4RW,
Davie County, at Rest Stop 2 plus Robert KD4TVE and
Ken WZ4WW who rode with the Gold Wing motorcycle
support unit.
7. Forsyth ARES hams participating were Dan KG4ECI,
Eric WK4CW, Dale WB9SZL, David KJ4OIL, “Doc”
WB4QIZ, John N0KTY, Henry W2DZO, Tim KF4HHG,
Jerry WA4ZKI, Steven KG4JWU, Van KC4WSK, Carl
N4PAA, Terry AK4D, Don WS4NC and Jim WA4NOT.
8. Many thanks to all hams involved. The race directors
were impressed with the communications value of ham
radio.

C.

Lessons Learned
1. First syllables were lost from many transmissions.
Remember to pause briefly between pressing the PTT
button and beginning to speak. For example, a silent “1,
2” count before speaking allows the repeater to engage.

Topics: WA4NOT discussed the 'Thank You' note received
from The Three Mt. Madness personnel and some possible
changes for next year.
Training: WK4CW used this time to poll those present about
'What they would like to see in future ARES training'.

2. The Hanging Rock turnaround point is in an RF
shadow with respect to Suaratown Mountain. Moving
the Hanging Rock relay station to higher ground would
improve repeater contact , but would require manpacking equipment up from the summit parking lot.

Traffic: None.

3. All operators should carry HTs when away from their
mobile units. While a standard HT antenna will not
transmit effectively from some parts of the route, radio
calls can be heard, allowing an operator to return to his
vehicle to respond to net control.

Net Control Station: WS4FC (op KG4ECI)

4. Some assigned points, especially Rest Stop 1, are
very noisy when a large group of cyclists are present.
Headphones, or at least ear buds, will help with
reception.

Topics: WA4NOT discussed freedom of speech and Ham
radio; still looking for more net control ops.

5. The primary and both alternate repeaters are located
on Sauratown Mountain. This insures similar coverage
patterns if the primary repeater fails. But weather
damage or electrical failure on Sauratown could knock
out all three repeaters. An alternate repeater at a
different site should be included in the operations plan.

Net time: 20:30-21:09.
ARES Net Report for 05Jul2012

Check-ins: WK4CW, WA4NOT, KA4JRL, N4EY, WA8IHW,
WA4JAY, WA4ZKI, KC4WSK, N4IOZ, KF4EOD, KK4INH,
AF4XC, KB4GKI.

Training: WA4NOT discussed the recent East coast power
outages and some of the items needed: food, gasoline,
water, and communications.
Traffic: None.
Net time: 20:30-20:58.
ARES Net Report for 12July2012

6. To aid in dispatching SAGs, operators in event
vehicles should advise NCS when they arrive at a rest
stop or other fixed point and advise NCS when leaving
that point.
7. NCS should be given a “maneuvering board” or large
scale map showing the entire event route on which to
mark the locations of all participating operators.
8. We should suggest to the event director and safety
director that SAGs, when not answering a call for rider
assistance, should be stationed at critical route junctions
such as the point at which the 41-mile course separates
from the longer courses.

ARES Net Reports:
by Dan O'Leary KG4ECI,
AEC/Net Manager
[Editor's note: I would like to publicly thank Dan O'Leary KG4ECI for always
providing FARC Net Reports. It is a vital part of our club and ARES events
are where we really have an opportunity to give back to our community. It is
a significent task to be there every week and ready to take notes. Great Job
Dan-O Don, WS4NC Newsleter Editor.]

Net Control Station: WS4FC (op WA4NOT)
Check-ins:
KG4ECI, WK4CW, KG4FGC, KJ4ENM,
KF4EOD, KF4HHG, WB9SZL, KC8OEX, WA4ZKI,
KC4WSK, KB4GKI, KE4ZFN, KG4JWU, WB4QCM,
WB4QXG, KK4INH.
Topics: WA4NOT announced the dates for the Tour-toTanglewood (Sep15,16) with an early request for volunteers;
still in need of more net control stations for weekly ARES
meetings.
Training: WK4CW talked about HAZMAT awareness as it
relates to ARES during deployment, including the need for
proper training and safety precautions.
Traffic: None.
Net time: 20:30-21:17.
ARES Net Report for 19July2012
Net Control Station: WS4FC (op KG4ECI)

ARES Net Report for 21June2012
Net Control Station: WS4FC (op WA4NOT)

Check-ins:
WA4NOT, WK4CW, WB4QCM, AF4XC,
KG4FGC, KF4HHG, WA4ZKI, N4EY.

Check-ins:
KG4ECI, KB6MTH, KG4FGC, KJ4ENM,
WB9SZL, WB4QIZ, WA4ZKI, N4EY, NA4P, WK4CW,
KG4JWU, KD4ENV.

Topics: WA4NOT requested more Net Control ops for the
weekly net; request for volunteers for the Tour to
Tanglewood. (Sep 15,16)
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Training: None.

Traffic: None.

Traffic: None.

Net time: 20:30-20:56.

Net time: 20:30-20:49. ** NOTE: This net was held on our
back-up repeater 146.64.

ARES Net Report for 28Jun2012
Net Control Station: WS4FC (op WK4CW)

ARES Net Report for 26July2012
Check-ins:
WA4NOT, KG4ECI, WA8IHW, KG4JWU,
WB4QCM, KG4FGC, KI4DDC, N4EY, N8KSG, WB9SZL.

Net Control Station: WS4FC (op WK4CW)
Check-ins:
WA4NOT, KG4ECI, AF4XC, KG4FGC,
KF4EOD, KB4GKI, KG4JWU, N4IOZ, WB9SZL, KC4WSK,
KF4HHG, WB4QXG.

Topics: WA4NOT requested more net control ops; polled
those present regarding directional antennas.
Training: None.

Topics: WA4NOT indicated we are still seeking net control
ops for the weekly ARES net; also looking for volunteers to
work the Tour to Tanglewood; and a brief narrative about his
experince in the recent power outages in Virginia.
Training: WK4CW announced we will be conducting a
communication exercise on Saturday August 18 from 9A
until 11A in order to gauge our abilities in Forsyth County
ARES.
Traffic: None.
Net time: 20:30-21:07.
ARES Net Report for 02Aug2012
Net Control Station: WS4FC (op KG4ECI)
Check-ins: WA4NOT, AF4XC, AK4D, WB4QCM, KG4FGC,
N4IOZ, KF4HHG, NA4P, WB4QXG, KC8OEX, WA4ZKI,
KE4ZFN, N4EY, WK4CW, KF4EOD, KC4WSK, KJ4SXH.
Topics: WA4NOT discussed the upcoming communication
exercise (August 18) and asked for more participants; still
recruiting volunteers for Tour-to-Tanglewood (Sep 15,16).
Training: KG4FGC discussed C.O.A.D. and amateur radio's
role.
Traffic: None.
Net time: 20:30-21:13.
ARES Net Report for 09Aug2012
Net Control Station: WS4FC (op KG4ECI)
Check-ins: WA4NOT, AK4D, WK4CW, N4IOZ, WB9SZL,
WB4QXG, WA4ZKI, AF4XC, KC4WSK, KE4ZFN, KJ4CDM,
KJ4ENM, KJ4ENN, KF4EOD, KK4IOT, KA4JRL.
Topics: WA4NOT discussed the Tour-to-Tanglewood; FC
ARES would like to have additional net controllers for the
weekly net.
Training: None.
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Traffic: 1 via MT63-2000.
Net time: 20:30-21:24.

W4NC Live Update
by Raymond Taber, WX5AAA

I wanted to give everyone an update on what’s
happening with w4nclive.com. First I would like to
thank Phil Nunn, KD4JZZ for assisting me in filming the
May's monthly meeting. Second, There is a second
channel called Club Special Events. The purpose of
the separate channel is to use it for doing live
broadcasts of special events like Field Day and the
hamfest. No guarantees on any broadcasts due to
terrestrial and logistic obstacles. I will make
announcements on twitter and facebook (w4nclive).
Third, all meetings since I brought w4nclive.com back
are now available for viewing on youtube. The youtube
channel is w4nclive. Please hit the like button and
subscribe to this channel.
I have always wanted to do a short video series with
ham radio operators and their equipment. So I wanted
to ask if anyone who would be interested in inviting me
over to their shack and show me how you use your
radio and equipment at your shack, it would be my
pleasure. I wanted to give an opportunity to show new
and experienced hams in real life examples of how to
set up a communications station up and operate it. So if
you would like to me participate in me filming this
series, please email me at taberr@w4nclive.com so
we can arrange a time for us to get together.
Also I would like to give a big thumbs up and thank you
to Tim King, AG4RZ for doing a great job working with
me in the filming process of the meeting. A big thumbs
up to Gene Bowman, WB4MSG on his presentation at
the May club meeting.

Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

Winston-Salem Hamfest

Saturday, October 13, 2012

PO Box 11361
Winston-Salem, NC 27106-1361
336-245-5740

Moment of Zen

WA4BXE Donation
Tom WA4BXE has donated quite a lot of ham gear to the
FARC, and we are very grateful. We will be looking at
our options for the gear at the August meeting. Tom is
now in his 80’s and below is an excerpt from his recent
donation letter which tells much of his story:
“Dad and I got our tickets back in 1960 and '61. It meant
the world to us. I was a career Navy man, and we
managed to keep in touch because of Amateur
Radio.....so it's almost sacred to me. My dad passed
away in 1984.
I was a good friend of Zach Reynolds. He and I began
working each other when I was stationed in Pensacola,
FL. He helped me get setup when I moved up here in
1977, gave me 3-element 40 meter beam antenna.
He told me many times that he'd never fly again, that he
would die in a plane crash if he ever flew again. Then he
sold his planes out at Reynolds Airport.
Then he had to go up with the kid across the street that
morning, and sure enough, he died. I couldn't believe it.
Amateur Radio lost it's biggest fan when Zach died. His
life was radio. Well, so much for that.”
Tom Jaynes
WA4BXE
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Sorry I couldn’t get a Newsletter out last month. I had
multiple big jobs drop on me in the last 10 weeks and one
of them was an “OMG - Drop everything and get this
done!” I had talked with them earlier in the year but they
decided they could do it on their own. After they had
squandered about 4 months - then they called and left me
less than four weeks before the deadline to do a 3 month
job. Not much sleep in the last month.
I always solicit submissions for the Newsletter and I
appreciate Dale, Tim, Dan, Henry and Raymond’s
submissions this month.
November is the HomeBrew Show-&-Tell so please be
getting something ready.
73, Don WS4NC
FARC Newsletter Editor

