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NOVEMBER MEETING
The general meeting of the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club will be
(as almost always) on the second Monday of the month,
November 12, at the NW NC Red Cross Building on Coliseum
Drive. The meeting starts at 7:30 PM but plan on arriving early,
say 7 PM to get a good seat and to chat with fellow hams.
Ham Exams start at 6:30 PM and require pre-registration. This
month's program will be our annual homebrew Show-&-Tell.

FARC Equipment Upgrade Status

December Meeting CHANGE IN DATE
This year, our Christmas dinner will be at Big Shotz in

For the past couple of years we have been working Clemmons, on TUESDAY, Dec. 11, at 7:00pm. Unfortunately,
on a full upgrade of FARC equipment. We have Mondays were all booked, so we had to take Tuesday instead.
look forward to seeing all of you and your families, as we
been blessed with an abundance of donated gear Icelebrate
the club accomplishments for 2012. Big Shotz is
and several really nice rigs that the club had located off of River Center Drive, behind Rite Aid in Clemmons.
purchased. But equipment ages. While we have It is just off 421, so it isn't hard to find.
lots of fun with our gear it also has a serious side, in
an emergency it has to work. The repeaters have
used commercial gear that was getting some Election madness...or not
by Tim, AG4RZ
serious age on it. It had served us well 24-hours-aFARC President!
day, 365-days-a-year, portions of it for 30 years.
But several of the spares were beyond repair I screwed up, and I owe you all an apology. During the September meeting, I should
have called upon Raymond Tabor, chairman for the election committee, and allowed
because of parts issues. Plus it was really old.
him to present the slate of officers for the 2013 calender year. However, in a
About 15 years ago we addressed issues for the
tower and antennas at W4NC. We did that with the
intent that it should be built to last for decades - and
that work has paid off handsomely for us. Kudos to
all of those that were involved with that.
Continued on page 2

2112 ARRL INTERNATIONAL
Earth,Moon,Earth(EME) Competition
by Doc WB4QIZ
I’m hoping to get some FARC interest in EME
communications. I have not tried it but I believe that we can
be successful. Really big stations are on the air during the
EME contest so we don’t have to have a massive antenna
on our end to make a contact. Our best chance will be on
144 MHz..

demonstration of what happens when you forget to write down everything you are
supposed to cover at a meeting, I forgot. Raymond was prepared to present the slate,
and ask for nominations, but I didn't give him a chance, and for that, I apologize, and
accept full responsibility.
In an effort to make up for my mistake, I announced it at the October meeting, and also
announced that we would accept nominations for offices until the 15th of October, via
email to the info@w4nc.com address. We received no nominations, and as a result, the
existing officers agreed to stay on for another year.
It was not my intent to obstruct the annual process for the election of officers, and I hope
you can look past this as we move into the club's 82nd year!

Three weekends of activity and fun! Oct 6-7: 2.3+GHz,
Nov. 3-4: 50-1296 MHZ, Dec. 1-2: 50-1296 MHZ.
Becoming active in Earth Moon Earth(EME) has never
been easier! Many stations are working DX on 2 meters
and up with only 100 watts and a single long boom Yagi.
Using CW or digital modes, you too can bounce your
signal off the lunar surface and work DX! (250,000 miles)
Certificates awarded to all stations that submit a log.
Complete rules may be found at www.arrl.org/contests
Contact WB4QIZ, Doc, if you are interested 336-4200170 mobile dholliday@triad.rr.com

Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc is a non-profit (IRS
501(c)3) North Carolina corporation for the promotion of
Amateur Radio, and for the education and training of hams
and the general public primarily in Forsyth County, North
Carolina.
FARC was originally incorporated as the Winston-Salem
Radio Club on December 31, 1930 and has been in
operation ever since. We currently maintain a state-ofthe-art ham station in the basement of the Red Cross, 690
Coliseum Dr., Winston-Salem, NC and also maintain two
2-meter repeaters, 146.64 (100 Hz tone) and 145.47 (100
Hz tone) & 444.275 (100 Hz tone).
FARC has a general membership meeting with a program
on the 2nd Monday of every month at the Red Cross
building, 690 Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem. The club
conducts its main business meeting (sometimes called the
Board Meeting) on the 3rd Monday generally at the same
location. This is where most of the club’s business is
conducted and all attending members have a vote. All club
members are strongly encouraged to attend the business
meeting. For more information about FARC mail us at
FARC, Inc., PO Box 11361, Winston-Salem, NC, 27116;
call 336-245-5740; or visit out web site at www.w4nc.com .
Club email is to info -at w4nc.com .
Officers for 2012 are:
President: Tim King AG4RZ
Vice-President: Jerry Minor K4GW

FARC EQUIPMENT UPDATE
Continued from Page 1
The HF station has had its share of issues too.
Everybody loves the FT-920s - but they had suffered
from several failures, and there are starting to be parts
availability issues for the 920s.
Addressing all these issues, both VHF and HF,
required lots of time and lots of money. Last year we
purchased new controllers for the repeaters. The year
before we purchased laptops for HF station logging
and use at Field Day. Earlier this year Dale and crew
installed a new 145.47 MHZ Kenwood repeater and
controllers on Sauratown Mountain. There is a
further upgrade planned for the other repeaters. Dale
has also spent some time keeping the 440 repeater
going.
We have had some very good discussions on
establishing satellite receivers for 145.47 and 146.64.
Exactly how that will work is yet to be determined.
We now have six ICOM commercial handhelds with
Amateur Frequencies (and one commercial
frequency) for ARES events. The commercial freq.
allows us to hand one off to an official, who is not a
ham.
Dan’O took care of programming the
frequencies.
In the not quite new, but new-to-us capability - we now
have a new (to us) Midland commericial 440 rig in the
shack now that does all the local 440 frequencies.
Again, thanks to Dan’O for programing it. Henry
ordered and installed the antenna.

Secretary: Don Edwards WS4NC
Treasurer: Henry Heidtmann W2DZO

We have a new Alinco DR-135 with 5/8 wave on order.
It will be equipped with a cigarette lighter connector
for use at ARES events. It will be packed in a go box
(yet to be made up). We already have one DR-135
and 5/8 wave to go in another go box. The ICOM

Newsletter Editor: Don Edwards, WS4NC
To join our list server send a blank email to
w4nc-subscribe@egroups.com
All content is Copyright 2012 by Forsyth Amateur Radio
Club, Inc, unless otherwise noted. Permission is given to
reproduce for non-commercial purposes provided proper
credit is given. If you would like to help support the
newsletter with an ad, please contact Don Edwards (email:
ws4nc <at> arrl.net). Ad deadlines are 7 days before the
end of the month. Rates are $50 for 12 months. Cheap!
We trade newsletters with other clubs, and many local
clubs are on our mailing list. If your club has a newsletter
and would like to trade please send us a copy.
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handhelds and the DR-135 rigs will be available for
the ARES EC to check out as needed for ARES
events. We are also looking into a new, but
inexpensive power supply with a cigarette lighter
socket on it for powering the rigs. Lugging around
a big Astron with its sharp heatsink corners is a
pain. Also Anderson Power poles for everything
are planned.
And now we have ordered the first K3 - with all bells
and whistles. We ordered it in kit form - this kit has
no soldering, it’s just a nuts-and-bolts job, but
about 8 hours assembly time. Gene WB4MSG is
in charge of getting the K3 assembled. We have
another K3 planned - the options depend on how
much we get for some of the remaining gear that
will be sold.
We also will redo the W4NC station console next
year, incorporating the new K3s and the Grady
White Memorial Collins KWM-2 into new panels so
the station has a finished look.

Night of the Living K3
The K3 mentioned above has arrived. It was
ordered as a kit to save about $250. Gene
WB4MSG had experience assembling his K3s so a
couple of nights were planned to attack the
assembly. Gene WB4MSG, Henry W2DZO and
Terry AK4D along with Jerry K4GW did the work.
Don WS4NC showed up on the second night to
watch. It took two nights and about 9 hours total.

One point - this is not
electrical assembly like
a Heathkit - it was only
mechanical assembly
work - still a big job.
Mostly Terry would read
the assembly
instructions, Henry and
Gene did the assembly.

Terry AK4D kept the assembly
process on track by reading the
instructions.

It is strongly recommended to use a static mat and
a wrist strap. The kind of damage that static
causes is insidious - the parts may work for a
while and then die an early death. A little
prevention here can go a long way to making a
reliable radio.
The K3 is very nice in
that many updates are
posted for the software.
Elecraft has committed
to this design for a long
period of time, rather
than the planned
obsolescence of most
other manufacturers.
Any piece of technology
will ultimately be
outdated but at least an
effort is being made to
VP Jerry Minor W4GW keep the rigs current.
watches over the assembly
process.

Insert tab D into slot F . . . It took about 9 hours for 3 and 2/3 guys to
assemble the K3. On the left, Gene WB4MSG, since he had built
several K3s in the past, was in charge. Henry W2DZO was the
screwdriver monkey. Notice that a static mat and wrist strap was
used.
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The K3 came to life
in stages. It had to
be powered up in
certain assembly
steps and options
entered in the
firmware. When all
was done the radio
worked like a
champ.
First
contact was
Ukraine. The K3 will
be introduced to the
c l u b a t t h e
November meeting.
The final plan for the
FARC shack will
take about a year
Looks good so far!

and we hope to end up with 2 K3s on the ends and
the Collins KWM-2 in the center operating position.
And we’ve been able to that because of all the
donated gear to FARC in the past few years. The
exact options will depend on how successful we
are at managing the donated gear. And there are
more planned repeater goodies.

of EME, radio equipment characteristics, as well as details on
the construction of his 20-foot parabolic reflector and
feedhorn. This was one of the best programs we have had
this year.
Check out Marc’s website at
http://www.qsl.net/n2uo/

FCC Testing
Safety

by Dale, WB9SZL

If you read old QSTs you see way-too-frequent
mentions of some ham who was electrocuted
working on his equipment. Since most stuff works
off 12 volts today that safety issue had gone down
(but not away, especially for HF amplifiers).
Vigilance is still required when installing antennas
so that you don’t introduce yourself to the power
company. Tower work is always a concern - if you
don’t know what to do - get help. If you do know
what to do - still get help. Any tube type gear can
bite you too.
Recently in the news was a story about a 5-yearold boy who dies after a 42-inch TV fell on him. This
is not an isolated case. Modern TVs may be thin but
they are still heavy, and now less stable than ever.
A young child may pull on one with terrible effects.
A similar but less well known danger are
tombstones in a graveyard. The vertical stones are
held in place with an epoxy that dries out over the
years. Children love to climb on the stones and
they, along with most adults, don’t see the danger.
And sadly most people don’t see the danger with
the new TVs and small children.

CW Humility
Gene sent the following link for CW practice. It is a
very realistic software simulation of a CW contest
with multiple stations, QRM and noise. Apparently
it was written by the devil himself. Try it!

Last Testing Session:
George, Dwight, Phillip, Santiago,
Allow me to offer all of you a hearty congratulations
the on your New Amateur licenses, and Amateur
License upgrades:
GEORGE F REEVES JR WD4BMG
DWIGHT SPRINGTHORPE KK4LYJ
PHILLIP K KLUTTZ KK4LYK
SANTIAGO J SANTIAGO KK4LYL
DWIGHT SPRINGTHORPE KK4LYJ
I look forward to chatting with each you on the air.
New FCC Testing: Amateur radio testing for new
applicants as well as upgrades will be given the
2nd Monday of every month, except December,
prior to the FARC regular meeting. All test
participants are invited to attend the meeting. The
time is 6:30 PM and the place is the Red Cross
building on Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem. <<
Pre-registration is required via e-mail >>, listing the
elements you wish to take and your phone number.
You may pre-register or get additional information
via e-mail to info -at- w4nc.org, attention Dale
Mierisch WB9SZL. Replace -at- with the usual
symbol. Other dates/times will be published as we
schedule them.
Dale Mierisch WB9SZL
FARC VEC Session Manager
1-336-766-9675

http://www.dxatlas.com/PileupRunner/

Monday Nights
Homebrewing a 23 cm
Earth-Moon-Earth (EME) station
Last month Marc Franco, N2UO, of Summerfield, North
Carolina, made a great presentation about his 100%
homemade 23 cm EME station, including the fundamentals
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The FARC main Club meeting is always on the
second Monday of the month at the Red Cross
except in December. The FARC business meeting
is open to all and is on the third Monday of the
month and is held at Old Staley’s restaurant at
2000 Reynolda Rd at 7-ish PM.

Training: Technical briefing on WINLINK by WK4CW

Business meeting: The business meeting is held
on the third Monday night. In the past we have
held the meeting at Old Staley’s on Reynolda
Road, but they are closed for renovations and
under new management. Nothing is settled for
November but we will likely meet at La Carettas
across from the Red Cross. The meeting starts at
7-ish and usually runs about an hour and a half.
We have tried holding it at the Red Cross but the
overwhelming choice of those who are present is
that they would prefer somewhere where we can
have food and drinks. The attendance at the third
Monday business meeting is anywhere from
about 6 to as many 15 people. All are invited - we
would love to have to move to a dedicated
meeting room.
Fourth Monday
by Don WS4NC
The fourth Monday has been the contesting
group but we aren’t as consistent as we once
were. I ran a idea past Henry (our Contertor-inChief) and he didn’t shoot me so I’m going to
throw this out for discussion. There are several
people who have expressed interest in QRP and
building stuff. We did meet last year on firstMondays at my old office on Vargrave Street but
that sadly is now gone to make way for a new
Goodwill. I would like to get some interest back in
the QRP/Builders group but the 1st Monday is not
good for me (the Newsletter has to get out then).
How about it? I don’t know where we can meet
but if you are interested let’s get together and talk
about it at the November meeting.

Traffic: None
Net time: 20:31 - 20:58
ARES Net Report for 11Oct2012
Dan O'Leary KG4ECI
AEC/Net Manager
Forsyth County ARES
Net Control Station: WS4FC (op KG4ECI)
Check-ins: WA4NOT, KG4FGC, AG4IP, WB9SZL, NA4P,
WA4ZKI, KE4ZFN, KC4WSK, KG4JWU, N4IOZ.
Topics: WA4NOT announced the upcoming Simulated
Emergency Test (Oct 13); put out a call for more net control
ops (scheduled or fill-ins).
Training: None.
Traffic: None.
Net time: 20:30-20:56.
ARES Net Report for 18Oct2012
Net Control Station: WS4FC (op WA4NOT)
Check-ins: KG4ECI, KG4FGC, WF4DD, WB9SZL,
WA4ZKI, KC4WSK, KJ4ENM, WB4QXG, KG4JWU,
WB4QCM, KE4ZFN.
Topics: WA4NOT informed the net he had recently attended
the Tour to Tanglewood after-action meeting and discussed
some of the items for next year; also the first part of the postS.E.T. discussion.
Training: None.
Traffic: None.
Net time: 20:30-20:59.

Forsyth County ARES
Net Reports

Red Barn Data Center
by Catherin Pitts

ARES Net Report for 04OCT12
Jim Mansfield WA4NOT
EC, Forsyth County ARES
Net Control Station: WS4FC (op WA4NOT)
Check-ins:WK4CW, KG4FGC, WF4DD, KF4EOD, AK4D,
WB4QXG, KC4WSK, WB9SZL, KE4ZFN, NA4P, KJ4ENM
Topics: Request for additional regular or alternate Net
Control Station volunteers. Briefing on our participation in
the North Carolina Simulated Emergency Test to be
conducted in two parts, 13OCT12 and 10NOV12,
emphasizing digital communications via WINLINK /
WINMOR.
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The story of Andy Pitts and the Red Barn Data
Center is nearing completion as a book. Before
going to print, it must be sent off for copyright, then
find a printer etc. It is my guess that it will be
printed in late December or early January. I have
no idea what the price will be, but it should be
reasonable. Just to get an idea of how many to
have printed, let me know if you are interested in
buying a copy. No obligation -- just an interest.
RBDC was the first to bring the Internet to NC in
1994.
This is history.
email me at
cwp@cwp.rbdc.com

Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

Winston-Salem Firstfest

Saturday, January 12, 2013

PO Box 11361
Winston-Salem, NC 27106-1361
336-245-5740

IRCs No More?
Say it ain’t so Joe!

by ARRL
& The Daily DX
If the US Postal Service (USPS) gets its way, it will
no longer sell International Reply Coupons (IRCs)
after January 27, 2013. According to the October
23 edition of the Federal Register, there is not
sufficient demand for the USPS to continue
offering IRCs to customers; however, per the
Universal Postal Union (UPU) regulations, the
USPS must continue to exchange and redeem
IRCs that have been purchased in foreign
countries and presented at USPS facilities.
Comments on this proposed change will be
accepted through November 23, 2012. IRCs
provide foreign addressees with a prepaid means
of responding to inquiries, solicitations or other
types of communications -- such as QSL cards -that are initiated by US senders. IRCs are
exchangeable for postage stamps by postal
administrations in member countries of the UPU.
Each IRC is equivalent in value to the destination
country's minimum postage price for an
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unregistered airmail letter. The purchase price is in
the US is currently $2.20 per IRC. -- Thanks to The
Daily DX for some information.

An old IRC for sale on eBay, item number
360478155828. For some of us very old guys
this brings back memories.
That’s all for this month! See you Monday!
73, Don WS4NC

