Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

Newsletter
Founded December 30, 1930

The Winston-Salem Fall SwapFest
THIS WEEKEND !
At Summit School in Winston Salem, NC!
Saturday, October 12, 2013 - 7AM - 11:00 AM, $5
Admission
Inside Area Opens to the Public at 8:00 AM
Summit School Dining Area, 2100 Reynolda Road,
Winston-Salem
Large Outdoor Tailgating Area! (Free
w/admission)
Premium Indoor Space Available!
Move in assistance for Inside Vendors!
Free Coffee & Donuts for Early Birds!
Grand Prize!
New Wouxun U/V Handheld Radio Donated by
Triad Electronic Supply!

October, 2013

OCTOBER MEETING
The general meeting of the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club will be
(as almost always) on the second Monday of the month,
October 14, at the NW NC Red Cross Building on Coliseum
Drive. The meeting starts at 7:30 PM but plan on arriving early,
say 7 PM to get a good seat and to chat with fellow hams. Yes,
FCC exams will be held this month but pre-registration is
required, see page 3. The program will be . . . TBA

Nomination Committee Report
The nominating committee has met and twisted a few arms.
The slate of officers presented at the September meeting
were: President: Jerry Minor K4GW, Vice President: Jim
Adkins W4UX, Secre-Terry: Terry Brown AK4D, and
Treasurer: Henry Heidtmann W2DZO. At the October
meeting there will be a call for nominations from the floor.
Please don't nominate someone unless you have talked to
them first. These are working positions and require several
meetings a month and other time that will be spent on FARC
business. The Election will be held in November and
officers installed at the December Dinner meeting.

License Testing will NOT be available at this
Hamfest! Testing will be available at the next FARC Fox Hunt Antennas
Meeting!
For those who missed out on building a Foxhunt antenna,
we still have supplies including a BNC cable, available until
Contact Us via Email for License Testing at: supplies are gone; cost is $15, payable to the treasurer. We
the dimensions to be a bit too big, much trimming is
info(@)w4nc.com (Leave out Brackets around the found
required. The exact dimensions is on the W4NC web site.
@ symbol of course)
Pictures are on www.w4nc.com.

Did I mention that it is THIS WEEKEND?

RR Linville, 11Nov1921 QSL
by Don, WS4NC
This is the earliest Winston-Salem QSL card I've found in
N4XO's QSL collection and it is certainly a Spark-Gap
transmitter. The card is from 4CX, R. R. Linville, I couldn't find
any information on R. R. Linville. It is possible that he was
related to R. N. “Buster” Linville, a major influence on Oak
Ridge Military Academy and Greensboro – I really don't know.
There just isn't much to go on with just initials.

Continued on Page 6

Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc is a non-profit (IRS
501(c)3) North Carolina corporation for the promotion of
Amateur Radio, and for the education and training of hams
and the general public primarily in Forsyth County, North
Carolina.
FARC was originally incorporated as the Winston-Salem
Radio Club on December 31, 1930 and has been in
operation ever since. We currently maintain a state-ofthe-art ham station in the basement of the Red Cross, 690
Coliseum Dr., Winston-Salem, NC and also maintain two
2-meter repeaters, 146.64 (100 Hz tone) and 145.47 (100
Hz tone) & 444.275 (100 Hz tone).
FARC has a general membership meeting with a program
on the 2nd Monday of every month at the Red Cross
building, 690 Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem. The club
conducts its main business meeting (sometimes called the
Board Meeting) on the 3rd Monday generally at the same
location. This is where most of the club’s business is
conducted and all attending members have a vote. All club
members are strongly encouraged to attend the business
meeting. For more information about FARC mail us at
FARC, Inc., PO Box 11361, Winston-Salem, NC, 27116;
call 336-245-5740; or visit out web site at www.w4nc.com .
Club email is to info -at w4nc.com .
Officers for 2013 are:
President: Tim King AG4RZ
Vice-President: Jerry Minor K4GW
Secretary: Don Edwards WS4NC
Treasurer: Henry Heidtmann W2DZO
Newsletter Editor: Don Edwards, WS4NC
To join our list server send a blank email to
w4nc-subscribe@egroups.com

ARES NEWS
Tour to Tanglewood 2013
Herding Cats …
by Jim Mansfield WA4NOT
EC, Forsyth County ARES
… specifically a couple of kittens which decided they
liked sitting in the middle of Centenary Road, was the
subject of the most unusual radio exchange during
the Tour To Tanglewood on September 28 and 29,
2013. Other participating critters included two surly
dogs “participating” for their second year, and a skunk
which polluted the route between rest stop 5 and the
back gate.
Human riders exceeded 1,500, and only a few
needed to be herded or SAG-ed back onto the routes.
During the weekend 22 ARES operators
professionally handled all the above plus a few injury
accidents
and more mundane radio traffic
concerning broken bikes, tired riders and misplaced
items including cases of water cups and portapotties. Both of the latter were ultimately delivered to
the appropriate rest stops. The main FARC repeater,
145.47 MHz, carried all the event communications
without difficulty. The back-up repeaters, 147.315
MHz and 145.25 MHz, were not needed.
The strong volunteer response from Forsyth County
hams included N4PAA who commuted from Grayson
County, VA, to cover a rest stop each day. We also
had mutual assistance from Jim Christopher,
Burlington ham, and Ralph DeGenova, Gold Wing
moto-mobile. This solid staffing enabled us to cover
all needed rest stop, support vehicle and net control
positions during the event. The MS event staff and
several of the riders expressed profuse thanks for our
excellent radio support.
Participating hams were a mixture of veterans and
first-timers: N0KTY John, WB9SZL Dale, KK4GAF

All content is Copyright 2013 by Forsyth Amateur Radio
Club, Inc, unless otherwise noted. Permission is given to
reproduce for non-commercial purposes provided proper
credit is given. If you would like to help support the
newsletter with an ad, please contact Don Edwards (email:
ws4nc <at> arrl.net). Ad deadlines are 7 days before the
end of the month. Rates are $50 for 12 months. Cheap!
We trade newsletters with other clubs, and many local
clubs are on our mailing list. If your club has a newsletter
and would like to trade please send us a copy.
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David, KJ4YXC Brian, KK4PKO Bob, KJ4OIL
Dave, KF4HHG Tim, KC4WSK Van, N4PAA Carl,
K4ICK Dave, WA4ZKI Jerry, KK4TUW Alberto,
KG4JWU Steven, W2DZO Henry, KE4ZFN Bryce,
NA4P Fred, KC4AIY Jim Christopher, WK4CW
Eric, KG4ECI Dan, K4KEU Bob, W4RVD Ralph
DeGenova and WA4NOT Jim.

ARES Net Report for 26Sep2013
Net Control Station: WS4FC (op WK4CW)

Volunteer tee shirts which weren’t delivered to rest
stops and NCS stations will be available at the
October 12 hamfest and October 14 club meeting.
Again, many thanks for a job well done.

Check-ins: WA4NOT, KG4ECI, WF4DD, NA4P,
KK4PKO, KJ4YXC, AF4XC, KG4FGC, K4KEU,
KF4EOD, KG4JWU, KF4HHG, K4ICK, KJ4OIL,
WB9SZL, KA4JRL, N4PAA, KC4WSK, KE4ZFN.

ARES Net Reports

Topics: Final preparation and assignments for
Tour to Tanglewood.

By Dan O’Leary, KC4EGI
Assistant ARES EC
Forsyth County ARES
ARES Net Report for 05Sep2013
Net Control Station: WK4CW (op KG4ECI)
Check-ins:
WA4NOT, KJ4YXC, K3CPU,
KG4FGC, KF4EOD, NA4P, WF4DD, WA4ZKI,
KC4WSK, WB4QXG, K4ICK.
Topics: Call for volunteers for the Belew's Lake
Sprint; Tour to Tanglewood course changes,
updates.
Training: None.
ARES Net Report for 12Sep2013
Net Control Station: WS4FC (op KG4ECI)
Check-ins:
WA4NOT; WK4CW, WA8IHW,
KJ4YXC, KK4PKO, KF4EOD, K4ICK, NA4P,
WF4DD, WA4ZKI, KC4WSK, WB9SZL.
Topics: Belew's Lake event; Tour to Tanglewood
update.
Training: None.
Net time: 20:30 - 20:51.
ARES Net Report for 19Sep2013
Net Control Station: WF4DD (op KG4FGC)
Check-ins:
KG4ECI, WK4CW, KK4PKO,
KF4EOD, NA4P, WA4ZKI, KC4WSK, KA4JRL,
KG4JWU, W4AL.
Topics: (See below).

Training: WF4DD brought a presentation of
public service nets.
Net times: 20:30 - 21:06.

Training: None.
Net times: 20:30 - 21:16.

FCC Testing
by Dale, WB9SZL
Congratulations to our New Amateur licenses and
Amateur License Upgrades:
ALBERTO W LORENZO KK4TUW
ANDREW J GUSEK KK4PKN
JOSHUA L WEBB KK4TUX
I look forward to chatting with each you on the air.
New FCC Testing
“10/2/2013 FCC Update:
Below is info
regarding the FCC Shutdown. We will continue
to host the Amateur Radio Testing sessions.
Applicants are advised that as soon as the
Government shutdown is concluded we will
resume filing for new licenses, Renewals,
Upgrades etc. Thank you for your understanding
during this period.
Federal Communications Commission
Statement: “We regret the disruption, but during
the Federal Government-wide shutdown, the
FCC is limited to performing duties that are
immediately necessary for the safety of life or the
protection of property. FCC online systems will
not be available until further notice.”
Amateur radio testing for new applicants as well
as upgrades will be given the 2nd Monday of
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every month, except the month of December, prior
to the FARC regular meeting. The examination
time is 6:30 PM and the place is the Red Cross
building on Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem. <<
Preregistration is required via e-mail >>, listing the
elements you wish to take, your email address and
your phone number.
You may pre-register or get additional information
via e-mail to info <at> w4nc.org, attention Dale
Mierisch WB9SZL. Replace <at> with the usual
symbol. (Please list “Ham Exam” in the email
subject line of your email.) Other examination
dates/times will be published in advance, as we
schedule them. All test participants are also invited
to attend the monthly FARC session which begins
at 07:30PM
Dale Mierisch WB9SZL
FARC VEC Session Manager
Email: wb9sz <at> triad.rr.com
1-336-766-9675

NORTH CAROLINA SECTION NEWS
September, 2013
by Bill Morine, N2COP
ARRL North Carolina Section Manager

RALEIGH HAM TRIES TO CROSS ATLANTIC
WITH BALLOONS – Jonathan Trappe, KJ4GQV,
attempted to cross the Atlantic from a launch point
in Maine using 370 helium filled balloons. While the
image may resemble the movie “Up”, the concept
is formally called “cluster ballooning”, and Trappe
has crossed the English Channel and the Alps
using the technique. He holds the world’s record
for longest cluster balloon flight at 14 hours, and
was hoping the flight to Europe at a projected 62
hours would set a new record before he was forced
to land in Newfoundland. Trappe used Amateur
Radio beacons on 14.0956 MHZ running 110 Baud
ASCII RTTY (8N1) and 144.390 MHz APRS.
Jonathan is an IT manager. You can read more
about him at his own website at
www.clusterballoon.com and on ARRL at
http://www.arrl.org/news/transatlantic-clusterballoon-attempt-fails-pilot-safe
CW USE UP – There’s been anecdotal evidence
that the volume of CW is higher just by listening to
the bands, but now an empirical study confirms the

trend. In the summer issue of FISTS magazine,
Elwood Downey, WB0OEW, used reports from
Reverse Beacon Network (RBN) CW skimmers to
confirm that CW is growing about 8% per year. For
those who want to sharpen their CW skills, there are
two great CW nets for beginners and veterans alike.
The Carolinas Slow Net (CSN) meets nightly at 8:00
PM at 3571 Khz
http://www.ncarrl.org/nets/nc_nts_nets.html and the
Hit & Bounce Net has a slow version which meets
d a i l y a t 7 11 4 K H z a t 7 : 3 0 A M
http://www.hitandbounce.net
By the way, two
dedicated North Carolina CW Traffic Handlers
administer the Hit & Bounce Net – New Bern's Mark
Rappaport, W2EAG, is Net Manager and Will
Harper, K4IWW, of Cary is the Net Statistician.
Thanks to them and to Dick Burns, W8SKX, of
Asheville who is Net Manager for the Carolinas Slow
Net for nurturing budding CW ops.

Doug Johnson
K4OJP-SK
From GSO Feedline

Douglas Bernard Johnson,
89, died unexpectedly on
August 26, 2013. He was
born on September 18,
1923, son of Della Permar
Johnson and Nicholas
Fillmore Johnson. In
addition to his parents he
was preceded in death by a daughter, Lucinda
Johnson Kimel.
Funeral services will be conducted 2:00 PM
Thursday, August 29 at College Place United
Methodist Church with Dr. Jason Harvey presiding.
Interment with military honors will follow at Green
Hill Cemetery. Doug served in the Army Air Corps in
World War II and was a ham radio operator with the
call letters K40JP. He was an electrical engineer for
WFMY-TV for many years before opening Johnson
TV Sales and Service. In later years, he was a
salesman before retiring.
He is survived by his wife of nearly 70 years, Carol
Childs Johnson; his daughters, Melinda Johnson
and her husband, Richard Johnson of Bolivia, NC
and Judy Hilton and her husband Lee Hilton of
Hickory, and son, Douglas Bernard Johnson, JR. of
Charlotte. In addition, he is survived by 13
grandchildren and 11 great grandchildren.
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The Family will receive friends prior to the service at
the church from 1:00 to 1:45 PM.

Qhj1HcPbOUB An overview of JOTA can be found at
http://www.scouting.org/jota.aspx

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that memorials be
sent to College Place United Methodist Church, 509
Tate Street, Greensboro, NC 27403. Forbis & Dick
North Elm Street Funeral Home is serving the
Johnson Family.

More from ARRL
TAKE REFUGE IN HAM RADIO, OR VICE VERSA –
October is a glorious time to do portable outdoor
Hamming, and October 12-20 will be a perfect
opportunity with the National Wildlife Refuge Week
Amateur Radio Special Event, which you can find at
w w w. n w r w e e k - r a d i o . i n f o A m a t e u r R a d i o
participation is part of overall National Wildlife
Refuge Week. North Carolina is home to eight
wildlife refuges managed by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service. (Although the rules this year permit
state managed refuges to be included, North
Carolina does not have any designated as such.)
This would be a chance to operate from the National
Wildlife Refuges located at Alligator River, Cedar
Island, Currituck, Mackay Island, Mattamuskeet,
Pea Island, Pee Dee, Pocosin Lakes, Roanoke River
and Swanquarter. Because of the sensitivity of the
habitat, you must file an operating plan in advance
with the manager at a refuge and obtain permission
before operating. The organizers of this event can
help with operating plans at info@nwrweekradio.info You can find the hyperlinks to the eight
National Wildlife Refuges in North Carolina at
http://www.fws.gov/refuges/profiles/ByState.cfm?st
ate=NC
JOTA OCTOBER 19-20 – Another great outdoor
tradition in October this year will be the 56th annual
Jamboree On-The-Air (JOTA), which is unique in
three respects. 1) It is officially the largest event in
scouting with 750,000 participants, eclipsing the next
largest event, the U.S. Boy Scout National
Jamboree, by a factor of almost twenty times; 2) it is a
global event – not just the U.S. or North America, and
3) JOTA is one of the very few joint events between
Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts and Girl Scouts. Last year
local clubs helped to put 14 JOTA stations on the air
in North Carolina. Plan now to reach out to your local
Boy Scout or Girl Scout council to volunteer to host a
JOTA station, then register your station at
http://scouting.us.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_2gH1

W4BOH, Wilson’s classic station used in the CX
contest described below.

CX Contest
[OK - my bad. This was supposed to run in September but I
overlooked it. My email server was down and I hadn’t
downloaded the story, so it got overlooked. Sorry about that,
Don WS4NC]

Twice a year a group of old-radio aficionados (Yes,
Dorothy, many of the aficionados are old too, BUT
NOT ALL!!) invades the HF bands to operate their
old radios. It’s sort of a contest, with scoring taking
a back seat to getting on with all manner of
boatanchors and homebrew gear and contacting
other aficionados. Scoring is primarily the number
of QSOs times the cumulative age of the equipment
used. You can use as many TX and RX as you like,
but three QSOs must be made with a piece of gear
before it counts in your age total. YOUR age does
not count! Naturally the people with 20-25 RX/TX
pairs sweep the score totals, but we all have fun. My
best scorer is a Hammarlund Comet Pro (1935)
previously owned by the original W4BOH, Wilson
Sr.
CX happens twice yearly, in January and
September. January is past, so get ready for Sept.
[& due to the editor’s ineptitude, so is September Don WS4NC] AM, SSB, FM is Sept. 15, 9 AM
Eastern Time on Sunday to 3 AM Eastern Time
Monday. CW CX is Sept. 22, 9 AM Eastern Time on
Sunday to 3 AM Eastern Time Monday
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Continued on page 7

RR Linville 4CX, Continued from page 1
The QSO was November 11, 1921. RR used a Sayvilletype gap which was a rotary spark gap that in this case
put 5-Amps of RF into a 75-foot inverted “L” antenna with
four wires in the top element. Mr. Linville used a
regenerative receiver with one stage of audio
amplification. Even with a tube receiver Ohio was DX for
a spark system. The QRM or man-made noise was
“sum” – no doubt with a number of spark-gap
transmitters going there was “sum” RF noise. There was
bad QRN or natural noise which seems odd in
November and early in the morning. QSO was at 4AM,
very, very early in the morning. A KW spark station is
really loud – I'm sure everyone else in the house was
awake. Whether they were happy about that I'm not
sure.

50 KV on the Leyden jars. Today we call this corona but in the
early days they called this “brushing”. It wastes power but it is fun.

mile or more away, by AF if not RF, it was LOUD!
I had a transformer like the one in the upper left when I
was a teenager. It was fun to make Jacob's ladders.
One day I got across the output of the thing. On a
concrete floor. It hurt so bad that I immediately put the
thing in the garbage. If anyone has any information about
RR Linville I would like to know.

I was privileged to see N4GG's ½ KW “Blue Lightning”
spark-gap transmitter demonstrated at one of the
seminars at Dayton a few years back. It is his rig that is in
the pictures.
Blue Lightning is right. N4GG used
Leyden jars for capacitors, not the oil-filled version that
4CX proudly mentioned on his QSL above. Those
present at the demonstration got to parade through and
send our call on the transmitter, under careful
supervision. While it was great fun – this type of
construction is a death trap. Reading early QSTs there
were too many SKs from electrocution, but nobody
worried about safety then. And before you ask, N4GG
had permission from the FCC for the demonstration –
since there was a dummy load and no antenna attached
the RF didn't travel too far. But I bet you could hear it a

N4GG's Blue Lightning 1 KW rotary spark gap transmitter. Pictures are from
http://vintagehamstation.com/n4ggspark.htm

Running about ½ KW. The spark should really be viewed
through a welder's mask, the UV output is not really eye safe.
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CX Contest, continued from page 5
So, if you enjoy operating or contacting old rigs, find some antiquated junk (AJ) with which to replace
please join us in September or next January. Full it, get the junk working, and set it up in a semi
info is at classicexchange.org
convenient operational configuration. This takes
anywhere from a couple of hours to a couple of days,
By the way, the big light bulb (tower beacon) atop depending on what AJ I get out and what I have to do
my old wooden rack rig is acting as a dummy load to make it “work”.
at about 400W, tuned by the not so old MFJ tuner
under it.
A few years ago, when I was younger and more
ambitious, I got out so much AJ that I was almost too
Now on with my story. Many other stories are in tired to operate it. Now, I’m more focused on making
the newsletter at classicexchange.org.
lots of contacts and new friends, which means I
choose a small amount of AJ, try to make it work
73, Wilson W4BOH properly, and have enough energy left to operate the
key (no phone CX yet). With this philosophy, I get to
talk to more people, but of course not enough to make
even a so-so score. I’ve been harping at Mac for
several years to give us a scoring category for lazy
ops like me, say three TX/RX setups max, so we can
get on a list above the 50% rank now and then. Maybe
he’ll think about this, since he has so little to do
otherwise.

From the January, 2013 CX Newsletter:
by Wilson Lamb W4BOH
Well, he did it again. Twice a year Mac reminds
me of CX and awakens my killer instinct and lust
for competition. Invariably, this results in complete
disruption of my already unconscionably messy
basement shack, because I have to disconnect
and move whatever modern gear may be in use,

So last time I dragged out the wooden rack rig I’ve had
for several years, a Meissner Signal Shifter and Dad’s
Comet Pro and Drake 2-B. What is that 2B doing in
there amongst all that great classic gear Wilson? This
doesn’t sound like much and, in fact, the Comet and
2-B were no trouble and the Meissner was only a little
trouble, because it’s obvious that no amount of work I
could do in a reasonable time would make it better.

Then there’s the wooden rack. I’ve circulated quite a
few pictures of it, but never gave much of a rundown
of its configuration or characteristics. For scoring, I’ve
been claiming 1940, but at least some of it is clearly
older. I have three chassis, one wood and two steel,
with usable circuitry.
There are several
more wooden
chassis with no
c i r c u i t r y, w h i c h
suggests that the
initial build was well
earlier. The
populated chassis
are an exciter (6V6807), a medium size
triode amp (809, 811,
812), and a large
triode amp in which I
have installed an
810. There were no
Continued on page 11
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Announcing the
WB4ZWS Cedric S. Rodney Memorial
Upgrade Scholarship 2013
Purpose: To encourage young hams in and near Forsyth County NC to upgrade to General Class or higher. FARC has been donated these radios
and we and the Rodney Family feel that the best use is to encourage young hams to enter the hobby. We especially want to encourage younger
members of the ham radio community to be involved in exploring the world through HF radio. We also have some donated 2 meter radios and we
will be making awards of these to those who qualify at the Technician level. Please note that all of these prizes are awarded on a random drawing
basis.
Instructions: Fill out page 2 (continued on page 3 if necessary) and mail pages 2 & 3 only to:
WB4ZWS Memorial Youth Scholarship
Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc.
PO Box 11361
Winston-Salem, NC 27116-1361
1. Applicants must be under 18 years of age by December 9, 2013.
2. Winners of HF prizes must be General Class or Higher (exceptions see Paragraph 9 Technicians). HF radios will only be awarded to General
Class or higher FCC amateur radio licensees. Winners of two meter radios as provided in paragraph 9 must be holders of a Technician Class FCC
amateur radio license.
3. Applicants must have taken an FCC exam at an FARC FCC Examination during the year 2013 (before December 31, 2013) – or be holders of an
FCC Extra Class amateur radio license. Technician class applicants must at least attempt the General or Higher Class Exam in order to qualify for
Technician level awards.
4. Applicants must be a member of FARC (any FCC exam taken at an FARC examination session qualifies for free current year FARC
membership when the examinees fill out an FARC application at that test session) and be a resident of Forsyth or immediately adjacent counties
and have attended at least one FARC meeting or event during 2013.
5. Applicants must submit a properly-filled application for the award by US Mail to FARC, PO Box 11361, Winston-Salem, NC 27116-1361 and
applications must be postmarked 11/30/2013 or before. Parental approval is required on the application. ALL APPLICATIONS MUST BE
MAILED – NONE WILL BEACCEPTED THROUGHANY OTHER MEANS.
6. Applications will be selected by random drawing at the Annual December Dinner meeting, December 9, 2013, or on such date as the December
meeting is scheduled if the December meeting date is changed. Applicants do NOT have to be present to win.
7. Applicants must fill out a fifty or fewer words answer to the question “Why I would like to win one of these prizes.”
8. Prizes: At the moment the exact prizes are yet to be determined. There will be an award of at least one HF transceiver for the General (or
Higher) class award and at least one 2-Meter transceiver for the Technician-Class award.
There may be others.
9. Technician level: For applicants that have passed only Technician class there will be awards of at least one 2M radio. These will only be
awarded to Technician class amateurs that meet all of the other requirements above except requirement 2. General Class and above do NOT
qualify for Technician awards. Envelopes for the Technician Class Awards must be marked "Technician" on the exterior of the envelope.
Technician class applicants must at least attempt the General or Higher Class Exam in order to qualify for Technician level awards.
10. Decisions by the officers of FARC are final. FARC may, or may not, sponsor awards in future years pending upon availability of donated
radios. No cash value. Applications become the property of ForsythAmateur Radio Club, Inc. Application includes permission to publish photos
of winners and details of any and all awards.
11. Prize substitutions may be made at the discretion of FARC officials. Prizes are donated older radios that have been checked and working at the
time of award, no guarantee implied and no cash substitutions. Applicants must have parental approval.
12. Each application received, after being checked for completeness, will be sealed in an opaque envelope with no distinguishing marks before
being placed in a box for random selection. Technician entries will be kept separate from General or higher class entries.
13. Applicant agrees to abide by rules. Any disagreement will be settled by arbitration.
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APPLICATION FOR WB4ZWS CEDRIC RODNEY MEMORIAL
YOUTH HAM RADIO SCHOLARSHIP
1.

Name:____________________________________________________________

2.

Callsign:__________________________________________________________

3.

Class of License:____________________________________________________

4.

Address:__________________________________________________________

5.

City, State Zip: _____________________________________________________

6.

Phone number:_____________________________________________________

7.

Date of last FCC exam taken at an FARC sponsored exam:__________________

8.

What FARC programs or activities would you like to see?___________________

____________________________________________________________________
We (Applicant and Parent/Guardian) agree to abide by the rules established for the Cedric Rodney
WB4ZWS Youth Scholarship as published on the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc website and have
read the attached rules and agree to abide by them. Parental signature acknowledges permission to
publish photos and details of awards.
9.

Parental or Guardian Signature:________________________________________

10.

Applicant's Signature:_______________________________________________

11.

Date of birth:______________________________________________________

12. In fifty words or fewer and in your own handwriting describe why winning one of these prizes
is important to you in the space below (use the back of this application if necessary).

WB4ZWS Scholarship, Page 2
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CX Contest & W4BOH, continued from page 7
power components at all, so I just set a couple of onhand supplies in the rack, with no regard for
authenticity. Then I got some HDVL (KW, swinging
link) coils and had the big amp going, at fairly low
power, pretty quickly. The circuitry was trivial to dope
out, so the lack of docs was not important and I soon
had it up to 300-350W. That’s with about 1500V on
the final, which I drove with a Collins 310-B or an
Icom 730. With 2500V the old 810 should do 750W,
but that’s another step reserved for later. Who
knows, if I go to 2500V I might even put some screen
around the monster, just in case…
The exciter, however, was another story. Still simple
circuitry, but more involved than the final. There are a
6V6 osc and an 807 output. The 6V6 was switchable
from TriTet to grid-plate configuration, which I had
never seen but found in lots of old handbooks. It’s a
great idea, to get better harmonic output from the
expensive (in the old days) crystals and work
multiple bands. The exciter has the worst wiring I’ve
ever seen in a HB rig, but it didn’t take “long” to find
out there was a wiring error in the switching circuit,
which prevented the oscillator from working in TriTet
mode! Once found, that was easily fixed and some
heating of marginal connections had the oscillator
running. The 807 stage had no real issues and came
right up, once I found enough five pin coils, mostly
B&W, to populate the three sockets necessary for
operation. If using the TriTet configuration, I’d have
needed FOUR! The 6V6 and 807, though only six
inches apart, are LINK COUPLED, from the 6V6
plate coil, through four inches of cloth lampcord, to
the 807 grid coil. Works fine! There are quirks, of
course. The 807 is neutralized, so it takes JCL or JVL
type coils, or Bud equivalents. There are jacks for
metering osc. Plate, 807 grid, and 807 plate
currents. Meters were wildly expensive in the “good
old days”, so one meter on the smaller amp has a
cord and phone plug to reach any of these jacks.
Yes, the 600V 807 plate lead has a phone jack on the
front panel! It has a plastic shield, but remains very
accessible, should one desire a shock!
I had put off getting the exciter going, being generally
lazy, but finally decided I had to see it through for this
CX. Once the aforementioned circuitry was
understood/cleaned up, there was no real problem
hooking up a power supply and getting it to put out
about 30W! Then I was ready to connect it to the 801
and check for smoke. The 810 is biased way beyond
cutoff, so not having drive is not a problem and but

once another five pin coil was found for the 810 grid, I
had drive! Oh yes, there are three feet or so between
the exciter output and the 810, so I located a piece of
authentic, antique, dirty, yellow lampcord to bridge the
gap. It worked fine and I had 50mA of grid current!
Not being content with that triumph, I connected the
Shifty Signal Shifter to the link on the 807 grid coil and
bang, I had a variable frequency rig. In fact, the
frequency varied a little at the beginning of every dit
and dah! It stayed mostly within CX receiver
passbands, however, and I was able to make a few
QSOs. I even got an unsolicited email saying I had
“some” chirp! I wonder if he thought I didn’t know.
So that’s about all that’s fit to tell. I made quite a few
contacts, mostly crystal controlled (some chirp with
crystal too), with the wooden rig and both receivers.
It’s always fun to see if anyone has worse tone than I,
and sure enough, they usually do! Once again the old
end fed wire zigzagging up from the basement into
the trees got quite a few good reports and I had a lot of
fun thinking of the old rigs I hadn’t heard since last CX.
The woodstove kept the coffee hot and the shack
warm and there were no household emergencies
(How do you set the clock on the microwave? Why
won’t the TV come on? Why is there no firewood in the
living room? Etc), so all was well in radioland for
another good get together on the airwaves.
QSOs: 108
AGE: 206
Score: 22,248
Novice RX Bonus: 1,000 (Hammarlund Comet Pro)
TOTAL SCORE: 23,248

Diddle-de-dah-de-Don
by Don, WS4NC
It was a shock to see Doug Johnson’s obituary in the
Greensboro Feedline this month. It took a minute to
hit me. Doug, before he went to work for WFMY-TV
was the Zenith Salesman for Allison-Erwin Company
in Charlotte who called on my dad’s furniture store in
the 1960’s. Doug used to attend almost every local
hamfest with a bunch of goodies and he and I would
chat about the old days and Zeniths. It hadn’t
occurred to me that I hadn’t seen him now in several
years and I regret that I hadn’t checked up on him.
That has me thinking about others that I haven’t seen
in a while. Absences are hard to notice, but we should
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check up on those we haven’t seen for while and let
them know that we miss them.
Soon Bob Gusak, KK4PKO will be taking over the
job of Newsletter Editor. Bob, as you probably
remember, did the program on the 3D Printers last
year. Please include Bob on any new submissions
for future Newsletters and give him your support.
Bob’s email address is ncbobusa <at> gmail <dot>
com.
I'll still be writing stuff for the Newsletter so you won't
be completely rid of me yet. I plan on a monthly
column on old QSL cards from the 1920s and 1930s
from the Triad (several of those are all ready in the
can) and probably something for April (already
started on April!). And some "techie" stuff. I've
been doing this job for more than 10 years now so it
is more than time for a new voice. Just the job of
editing and getting things "pretty for print" takes
quite some time so maybe this will give me time to
work on other projects and maybe do some more
focused writing. I really appreciate all the support
and comments I've had from everyone and I hope
"youse guys" will give Bob the same or more

support. I have volunteered for House Chairman
since that spot has not been filled since Van Key set
the bar so high several years ago (I'll aspire to his
greatness and to be the "highlight of the meeting").
73, Don WS4NC

Newsletter Hamfest
Wanted one "D" coil for a National HRO-60. Contact Dave N4XO at
n4xo <at> northstate.net.
I’m still looking for a Hallicrafters HT-33 (not 33A or 33B - just the 33 it uses 4CX300’s). I have found an HT-30 and it is on its way (NaNaNaNaNaNa! for you non-believers that I wouldn’t find one).
Also for a good cause (not for me) I’m looking for a cheap 6-meter
multimode rig. Contact Don at ws4nc <at> dwepe <dot> com.
Big Towers for Sale: I have for sale 5 communications towers. They are 10
year old ROHN SSV towers to provide wireless internet for a local school
system. The towers are currently standing, but are due to be taken down the
last week of May.
One 120’SSV tower. It has 6 – 20’sections – 8N, 7N, 6N, 5N, 4N, & 3WN $3,000
One 80’SSV tower. It has 4 – 20’sections – 4N, 3WN, 2N & 1N - $1,500
Three 60’SSV towers. They have 3 – 20’sections – 4N, 3WN & 2N - $1,200
each
Contact: Dwight Springthorpe, KO4N at 336-783-5908
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