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FARC Member Spotlight
Fred G. Overstreet – WB4QXG

Field Day – More Review
by Gene, WB4MSG
by Henry, W2DZO
by Doc, WB4QIZ
& Don, WS4NC

By Terry Brown-AK4D,
Secretary FARC
Fred G. Overstreet, WB4QXG, was born in Bedford County,
Virginia, lived in Virginia for many years and served in several
positions there related to environmental health. At one point,
he was the Executive Director of Regional Health Planning for
central Virginia. He came
to Winston-Salem when he
became the Environmental
Health Director for Forsyth
County responsible for
inspecting restaurants,
meat markets, day care
centers, hospitals and
issuing permits for wells
and septic tanks.
Fred states he was
fascinated by radio in
Continued on page 15
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No question - Field Day was the best we had in recent
memory. We will not know how the score compares until
around September but it looks like we polished off an
exceptional one this year, We operated 9A. The antennas
crafted by Gene WB4MSG worked exceptionally.
The
following charts show how well we were able to make
contacts by bands.
We will start with 80Meter SSB led by Doc,
WB4QIZ with above 241
contacts. He had a wide
band dipole for 80
meters. Regardless we
pretty much stayed to the
Mississippi River on 80
SSB.
In Canada we
made ONN and NFL.
80 CW (Gene,
WB4MSG ) was not
much different. On 80
CW we did get 85
contacts and made SD
but we lost MO and a few
of the eastern states.
Again we picked up ONS
and ONE and QC in
Canada.
Moving on to 40 SSB,
again we did well in the
East, but picked up more
western states, making
the west coast with CA
OR and ID. We picked
up QC ONE ONS GTA
and AB in Canada.
1

Continued on page 2

Early Ads
By Phillip Space, N0KAL
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1. See Diddle-de-dah-de-Don, page 15
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Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc is a non-profit (IRS
501(c)3) North Carolina corporation for the promotion of
Amateur Radio, and for the education and training of
hams and the general public primarily in Forsyth County,
North Carolina.

FARC was originally incorporated as the Winston-Salem
Radio Club on December 31, 1930 and has been in
operation ever since. We currently maintain a state-ofthe-art ham station in the basement of the Red Cross,
690 Coliseum Dr., Winston-Salem, NC and also maintain
two 2-meter repeaters, 146.64 (100 Hz tone) and 145.47
(100 Hz tone) and a 444.275 repeater (100 Hz tone).
FARC has a general membership meeting with a
program on the 2nd Monday of every month at the Red
Cross building, 690 Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem.
The club conducts its main business meeting (the Board
Meeting) on the 3rd Monday generally at Ham
Restaurant, located in the Thruway Lower Mall on
Knollwood Street. This is where most of the club’s
business is conducted and all attending members have a
vote. All club members are strongly encouraged to
attend the business meeting. For more information
about FARC mail us at FARC, Inc., PO Box 11361,
Winston-Salem, NC, 27116; call 336-245-5740; or visit
out web site at www.w4nc.com
Club email is to info <at> w4nc <dot> com *
Officers for 2015 are:
President: Jerry Minor, K4GW
Vice-President: Jim Atkins, W4UX
Secretary: Terry Brown, AK4D
Treasurer: Henry Heidtmann W2DZO
Newsletter Editor: Don Edwards, WS4NC
Tech Chairman: Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL
Hamfest Chairman: David Shoaf, KC4X
Field Day Chairman: “Doc” Holliday, WB4QIZ
Arduino Workshop: Bob Gusek, NC4RG
All content is Copyright 2015, All Rights Reserved, by
Don Edwards and Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc,
unless otherwise noted.
Permission is given to
reproduce for non-commercial purposes provided proper
credit is given. If you would like to help support the
newsletter with an ad, please contact Don Edwards
(email: ws4nc <at> dwepe <dot> com).
We trade newsletters with other clubs, and many clubs
are on our mailing list. If your club has a newsletter
and would like to trade please send us a copy.
Submissions and inquiries please send to ws4nc <at>
dwepe <dot> com *

40 Meter CW, lead by Henry,
W2DZO, is where we start
seeing some real
improvement. There were
two Delta loops up that could
run north and south or east
and west. Henry kept his
butt in the chair for a large
portion of the weekend and
just ran 40-CW. That effort paid off well. We still show some
weakness in the western states but missing a few western
states wasn’t so bad. We did get GTA, MAR, QC, ONN, ONE
and ONS in Canada
20-SSB captained by Dale,
WB9SZL starts looking
really great. We got all states
except OK, AK and DE. Even
picked up PR. In Canada
we worked MAR, QC,
ONE,ONS, BC and OHS for Now we come to 20-CW. Mr
a total of 316 contacts
“I don’t even own a
microphone” Jim Atkins,
W4UX ran 20-CW. He took
no prisoners (well, OK, he
missed DE and WV, but we
forgive him for that.) On the
VE side he managed MAR,
QC, ONN, ONE, ONS,GTA,
MB, SK, AB, BC, NT. Toward the south and east he pulled in
KP2, KP4, PR, VI. He even clean swept California sections
of SV, EB, LAX, ORG, SB, SLV, SDG, SF, SJV. He did get
both KH and KL7 making a total of 510 contacts. Maybe next
year if we promise him extra banana pudding maybe he can
get WV and DE.
15 SSB under the capable
l e a d e r s h i p o f G a r y,
WA4VMC did an great job for
a band that really didn’t want
to open.
There were
opportunities but you had to
be there for them. We did PR
and VI and even VE and BC
in Cananda as well as KH
and KL7. There were 98 contacts on 15. We didn’t get the
best job to the north and NE, and we show that same empty
spot around OR, ID, WY, NV. A little better opening would
have helped some here. And apparently Dorothy wasn’t in
Kansas that day.
15 CW looks good (Gene,
WB4MSG) - there is that hole
around WY and a few empty
spots in the east. We did pick
up PR and VI along with
Canadians ONS, QC, ONE.
Really not bad on a day when
the 15-meter
band just
doesn’t want to cooperate much of the weekend.

*The “funny” email addresses are to confuse the Spam
bots. Spam shall be cause of the fall of Western
Civilization. Either that or the spork.
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We did make 23 contacts on
10 SSB. 2, 10 and 6 SSB
were captained by Jerry,
K4GW. Fifteen states. The
10-meter antenna was an
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air-cooled dummy load much of the day. No contacts were
made on 6 in any mode and none of the 6-meter or 2-meter
contacts were mapped.
The digital station was
another highlight all ably led
by Harold, N4HER. Harold
has an outstanding station in
a go box that is well set up for
digital work. A total of 161
contacts were made on 8015 meters.
One
station that needs
some improvement was the
GOTA station, but that was
expected.
Part of the
problem here was a
defective laptop that decided
to take a vacation. Some of
the logging was done by hand - in the future we need to
ensure that there are proper forms available for hand
logging. Some of the papers containing logging information
may not have found their way back to those who were putting
all the data together, Map wise the GOTA station shows only
TX and FL (but we know more contacts were made than this).
One BIG thing - we need a captain for each antenna next
year. The antenna captain will be responsible for checking
and setting up and taking down the antenna. The work for all
the antennas on Gene alone is just too much. Sometime in
the next year each captain needs to meet at Gene’s where
we will go over each antenna make any adjustments
necessary and re-pack them for 2016 FD.
A full breakdown of the score:

The really big Field Day question is “Now how does all that
compare to previous years?” Really good:

FCC Exams Report
and FARC Membership
by, Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL
VEC Session Manager
Allow me to offer all of July test-takers hearty congratulations
on your amateur license's and upgrades:
HENRY H SMITH JR KE4CSO G
JOSEPH A CLASEN JR KM4LUC T
SAMUEL R POINDEXTER KM4LUD T
ANTHONY N POINDEXTER KD4MMQ G
ALAN R THOMAS KM4LUE T
I look forward to chatting with each of you on the air.
Please complete the information on the FARC membership
form, if you have not already done so, for a free Membership
to the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club (FARC).
For non-FARC members, if you took an FCC exam, either for a new
license or an upgrade, you should have an attachment to your email
for a free membership in FARC. Mark the form "New Ham7/13/2015" Once the form is completed, please scan and email to
me.

A breakdown of band and
QSO data is shown at
right.
Congratulations
Chairman Doc WB4QIZ,
Antenna guru Gene
WB4MSG, Harold
N4HER, all the band
captains and to all FARC
members - this was the
best Field Day ever!
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Exams are offered before the FARC meeting and start at 6:15 PM in
room 109 at the Red Cross building. Pre-registration is strongly
suggested at info <at> w4nc <dot> com. We try to accommodate
walk-ins if we can. Our biggest challenge continues to be
convincing upgrade candidates to bring a copy of their license to
exam sessions. A copy of your license must accompany the
application to the FCC. Any missing copy unfortunately delays the
entire license process for all candidates. Pre-registration is
strongly suggested at info <at> w4nc <dot> com. We try to
accommodate walk-ins if we can. Bring your original license, if you
have one, two forms of ID, $12.00, and for License Upgrades,
please assure:
1. That you bring your original license for viewing AND
2. That you provide a “Required” copy of your license and
successful completion forms (CSCE’s - if any) to accompany your
FCC Upgrade application. Please try to have those copies with you
upon arrival.

Exams are held at the general club meeting on second
Mondays at the Red Cross starting at 6:20 PM.

FARC Newsletter
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Sept 20 Classic Exchange (CX) CW Contest Encourages older commercial
and homebrew gear use. Details: www.classicexchange.org .

Amazon Smile Program
Do you buy stuff from Amazon? If you do there is a way for
FARC to earn a little money here. Go to the Amazon Smile link
below and register and select Forsyth Amateur Radio Club,
Inc. Amazon will donate 0.5% of your purchases to FARC. It
costs you nothing more, but it benefits the club. Anything you
order has to be ordered from the Amazon Smile link – if, after
you register, you forget to order through the smile program it
will usually remind you. Again it costs you nothing more.
Amazon is supporting legal 501c(3) organizations through this
program. Thanks to Raja, KB6MTH for pointing this out.
www.smile.amazon.com

Calendar of Upcoming Ham Events
Hamfests, Special Events, Contests,
Club meetings, etc.
By Don WS4NC
[Ed. Note: I’m trying to put together a calendar of NC ham events of FARC and general ham interest,
especially near Forsyth County. It is a real pain finding when and where events of ham interests are held.
There really isn’t one source to find this information and putting this together requires digging across
various club Newsletters, NC ARRL Section newsletter (thanks Karl!), QST, CQ and other sources.
Please all clubs, unless you are just trying to keep secrets – read your websites and make sure that Who,
What, When, Where, and How are answered. If you know of a correction or something that should be
here please send it to ws4nc <at> dwepe <dot> com. I know I am missing a number of NC clubs and NC
(and big national) events that should be on the list. With your help I can make this a more useful list
including events in VA, SC and TN.]

August 8: 17th Annual Cape Fear Amateur Radio Swapfest, Cape Fear
Amateur Radio Society, Fayetteville, NC, http://www.cfarsnc.org/
August 10 FARC General Membership Meeting at the Red Cross on
Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem. FCC exams at 6:20 PM, meeting starts at
7:30 PM. Program TBD.
August 17 FARC Board Meeting. Our new meeting place is at Hams located
in the Thruway Lower Mall. 7PM.
August 29 Special Event Station: 125th Anniversary of Casar, NC, 0900Z2359Z, K4C, Lawndale, NC. W4JL David Ledford. PSK 14.070 7.070; 14.262
7.262. Certificate. David Ledford, 2333 Curt Ledford Rd, Lawndale, NC 28090.
September 5-6: 59th Annual Shelby Hamfest/Roanoke Division
Convention , Shelby Amateur Radio Club, Shelby, NC, see
http://shelbyhamfest.org
September 10-21 Special Event: The North Carolina Mountain State Fair,
1300Z-0100Z, N4F, Fletcher, NC. The Road Show Amateur Radio Club.
7.245; 40 20 15 10 meters. Certificate and QSL. Bill Van Nuys, N4OOC, 57
Echo Lake Dr, Fairview, NC 28730. Check club website throughout the event
for current operating frequencies on 40, 20,15, and 10 meters. Send SASE for
QSL, large SASE ($0.98 postage) and $5 for QSL and Certificate.
www.theroadshowarc.com
September 12 Special Event 47th Annual National Hollerin’ Contest,
1500Z-2200Z, N4C, Spivey's Corner, NC. Sampson County Amateur Radio
Service. 14.264 7.264. Certificate. Cliff Ireland, KK4NC, 170 Pincroft Dr, Dunn,
NC 28334 www.nationalhollerincontest.com
Sept 13 Classic Exchange (CX) Phone Contest Encourages older
commercial and homebrew gear use. Details: www.classicexchange.org .
September 14 FARC General Membership Meeting at the Red Cross on
Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem. FCC exams at 6:20 PM, meeting starts at
7:30 PM. The planned program is Charlie Klutz W4TMR on EZ-Nec and
antennas - the last time this was Standing Room Only! Don’t arrive late!
September 19-20 Bike MS: Tour to Tanglewood 2015. This is the biggest
ARES event of the FARC year and once you have participated you will want to
be a part of this event every year. Lots of ARES members needed.
September 19th South Carolina QSO Party at 1400z, visit SCQSO.COM for
all the details.
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September 21 FARC Board Meeting. Our new meeting place is at Hams
located in the Thruway Lower Mall. 7PM. Thank our hosts by ordering
something and tip your waitress!
Pigeon Forge, TN SEDCO DX Convention
Sept 25 SEDCO W4DXCC,
Website: www.w4dxcc.com/index.html
Sept 25-27 CQ WW RTTY DX Contest
October 1-12 TX3X Chesterfield Islands DXpedition , see
http://www.tx3x.com/
October 3 Cystic Fibrosis Xtreme Hike. An ARES event - date subject to
confirmation,
October 12 FARC General Membership Meeting at the Red Cross on
Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem. FCC exams at 6:20 PM, meeting starts at
7:30 PM. The program will be on ARES events of the year by Jim Mansfield
WA4NOT.
October 19 FARC Board Meeting. Our new meeting place is at Hams
located in the Thruway Lower Mall. 7PM. Thank our hosts by ordering
something and tip your waitress!
Oct 23-25 CQ WW DX / SSB. This SSB contest is regarded as the Super
Bowl of ham radio. It is easy to work 100 countries during this contest and
some of our members take this contest very, very seriously. W4NC/W4WS
has placed in the top five multi-single here. Plans for this year are still open.
November 9 FARC General Membership Meeting at the Red Cross on
Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem. FCC exams at 6:20 PM, meeting starts at
7:30 PM. The program our annual Homebrew Show-&-Tell - be building
something NOW!
November 16 FARC Board Meeting. Our new meeting place is at Hams
located in the Thruway Lower Mall. 7PM. Thank our hosts by ordering
something and tip your waitress!
Nov 27-29 CQ WW DX / CW. The CW version of ham radio’s Super Bowl.
dah dit dit-dit-dit dah
Jan/Feb? Classic Exchange (CX) Contest Encourages older commercial
and homebrew gear use. Details: www.classicexchange.org .
January 9 Winston Salem Hamfest at Summit School
January 11-26, 2016 KH5 Palmyra Atoll DXpedition ,
http://palmyra2016.org/index.html

see

January-February, 2016,VP8 South Sandwich and South Georgia
DXpedition, see http://www.intrepid-dx.com/vp8/
~March 16-April 8, 2016, VK0EK The Heard Island DXpedition, see
http://vk0ek.org/

Nearby NC Ham Club Meetings:
1st Tuesdays Durham FM Association: Meets for Dinner (optional) at
6:00pm and the business meeting and program at 7:00pm. We are meeting at
Bullock's BBQ, on 3330 Quebec Drive in Durham. For more info on each
meeting, check http://www.dfma.org/
1st Tuesdays Davie County Amateur Radio Club: I need more confirmation
about this group. Still active? They were meeting at Davie County Hospital,
223 Hospital St, Mocksville.
2nd Tuesdays: Raleigh Amateur Radio Society General Meeting on
second Tuesday of each month, Location: Ridge Road Baptist Church, 2011
Ridge Road, Raleigh, NC, 27607. Time: People begin arriving at 7 PM, The
meeting officially begins at 7:30 PM. RARS also meets for a monthly dinner on
the first Tuesday of each month for the RARS dinner. Dinner begins at 6:30 PM.
Next Dinner at Golden Coral, 6129 Glenwood Avenue, Raleigh 27612.
2nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc. at the Red Cross Building
on Coliseum Drive. FCC Exams are offers starting at 6:20 PM (please
preregister at info <at> w4nc <dot> com.) Meetings start at 7:30 PM with a
program on various ham related topics.

FARC Newsletter
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2nd Mondays Rowan Amateur Radio Society at the Rowan County Rescue
Squad Building at 1140 Julian Road. Monthly meetings usually begin at 7:00
PM local time, except for the July and December meetings which are “dinner”
meetings and thus start a little earlier, usually beginning about 6:00-6:30 PM.
Programs may include equipment demonstrations, movies, guest speakers, or
just open discussions on radio. We look forward to seeing you at the next
meeting. http://www.rowanars.org/
3nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc. Business Meeting. Open
to all FARC members and interested visitors. We meet at Hams Restaurant
(how appropriate!) located in Thruway Lower Mall starting at 7PM.
3rd Mondays(?): Guilford Amateur Society usually held at Tex & Shirley's
Restaurant in the Friendly Shopping Center on Pembroke Rd. 6:00 PM to eat,
7:00 PM to meet. Verify the dates at http://www.w4gg.org/
4th Mondays(?): Guilford Amateur Radio Association Eat at 6:30pm and
the meeting is at 7:15pm. Captain Bill's Seafood & Steakhouse, 6108 West
Market St., Greensboro, NC 27409. Verify the dates at http://www.w4gso.org/
1st Saturdays(?):
Tri-County Amateur Radio Club, Thomasville:
Breakfast at 8:30 am on the first Saturday of each month at the Denny's in
Thomasville, 103 Sedgehill Drive (map it). For more details see:
http://nc4ar.org/us/page.php?2

Please come and support our new and improved QP. Please
visit SCQSO.COM for all the details.
PS: If you enjoy running mobile HF, we'd love to have you enjoy
the thrill of running counties in the SCQP.

Salisbury Hamfest
by Don, WS4NC
Great Hamfest. It is close to Winston-Salem, lots of goodies
change hands. Salisbury and Winston are close enough that
there has been some “cross-breeding” between the hams meaning that some from Salisbury are living here and some
from Winston are living there. Wayne Ashworth, W4HG
comes to mind here. I don’t think I got a picture of Wayne - such
a pity - I guess we will just have to go by his dapper looks on
page 6.

Last Mondays:
Stokes County Amateur Radio Society SCARS
http://k4stk.com/index.html
Knightlites QRP Club http://www.knightlites.org/
website for details.

Meets in Cary.

I did get a shot of “Frick
and Frak Sprat” as
they worked their stuff
together.
Harold
(Frick) is on the left,
Frack (Mike) is on the
right. The two must be
planning something so watch ‘em. And

See

Briarpatch Amateur Radio Club - Next club meeting in 2015 is ? ; the meeting
will be held at TCRH. Meetings and FCC Test Sessions Test sessions are held
at the Twin County Regional Hospital in Galax, VA unless otherwise
announced. http://galaxbarc.tripod.com/

South Carolina QSO Party
by, Dave WN4AFP
SCQP Team
Dear North of the Border Friends...
Just wanted to remind y'all that "THE BIG EVENT" will be on
the air on September 19th at 1400z, of course, it's the South
Carolina QSO Party.
During the last 8 months, we made some radical changes in the
SCQP Rules and more... Changes include....
TWO Bonus Stations (W4CAE and WW4SF). W4CAE will
operate at one location with mutiple ops. WW4SF will operate
from multiple locations with over 20 ops. Both stations will
operate during the entire contest period on all bands and
modes.

then there was “Shady” Dale
Mierisch. He had found a little spot
of shade in the parking lot. It was
planning on getting hotter later that
day, so we didn’t hang around
much after that. There were some
interesting keys in the outside
booths and also some interesting
telephones based on the early 101
and 202 styles. These two styles
following the candlestick design
that was so hot in the 1920s. The
candlestick was the dumbest
design ever - the earpiece was
heavy but the mic side was
massively more and there is no
holding a pencil and taking notes on those things. The combo
recevier/transitter on the 101 phone design made the phone

A new awards program which offers plaques for each power
category for every operating mode. The plaque offerings are
too many to count.

work so that you could talk and write at the
same time. The box under it is the ringer - it
wasn’t located inside the phone in those
days. The owner of the phone also had a
nice key collection for sale. Lots of beautiful
keys.

Offering a Digital only category and awards... If you love RTTY
or other digital modes, this contest is the place for you.
Attractive "In-state" station incentives to work "Out Of State"
stations.
8-10 mobile confirmed mobile stations
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More FARC Wayback Machine
Remembering Ray K4QDM-SK
by Don, WS4NC

was blind and the guy said “No way. I have talked to Ray at least a
hundred times and he never mentioned that he was blind.” That was
how Ray was. He never mentioned his handicap. He always told me
when I left his concession stand, ‘Nice to see you again.’ Wow.”

Those of us who were on the Winston-Salem 04/64 repeater back in
the late 1960s up to about 1980 will remember Ray Stewart, K4QDMSK. Wayne Ashworth, W4HG sent me the picture of Ray. Wayne
writes:
“Ray Stewart, K4QDM, was originally from Rural Hall, but moved into
W-S during the sixties and ran the concession at the downtown Post
Office. He had been blind since childhood as a result of some wrong
medicine being put in his eyes during an illness. At one time he lived in
a basement apartment on High Street, just off Business 40, this photo
is from his house on Rose Avenue. Later on he married and moved to
Ardmore where he lived until his death. It's another piece of W-S
amateur history.”
On a ~1973 visit to the “downtown” Post Office, as Wayne called it
(today we call it the “Millennium Center”), I stopped by the concession
stand to buy a candy bar. As soon as I opened my mouth Ray said “Is
that Don, WB4KQN?”. Ray and I had talked a time or two at that point
but I didn’t expect that he would know my voice that well. Ray was a
sharp guy. I once visited him at his house on Rose Avenue in Ardmore
back in the 1970s. Attentive readers may ask how he read the clocks
in his shack photo above - simple, the bezels were removed so he
could feel the hands on the clocks. Always cheerful Ray’s presence
and voice is missed today by all who knew him.

And to pick on Wayne, W4HG, just a little - here is a photo of a very
dapper Wayne Ashworth from 1969 (merely 46 years ago!) back when
he was News Manager at 1380 WTOB (We Try Our Best). Wayne now
lives in Salisbury where he is very active with the Rowan Amateur
Radio Society. Wayne was also a major presence on the 146.64
repeater back in those days, plus everyone (at least that I knew then)
was a big listener to WTOB and it was great to hear Wayne’s voice on
both radios - sometimes around the same time thanks to the magic of
the Ampex tape decks you can see behind Wayne. Recently, on a
summer day, while listening to an AM radio, the sound of an
approaching lightning storm brings back the happy memories of those
days. Below is an ~1960-ish QSL for Wayne, Then K4CDZ.

Jim, W4UX adds: “When I worked downtown at the “old” R&D facility
on Chestnut Street I would occasionally walk to the Federal Building
where Ray worked before he moved to the post office. He always had
some stories to tell me and would sometimes have me verify that a
$20 bill was really a $20 bill after being told by one of his patrons that it
was. I remember talking to a guy once and I mentioned to him that Ray
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decided to call another meeting the first part of January and invite
all hams in the city interested in forming a club to attend.
The result of this meeting was the organization of the WinstonSalem Amateur Radio Club with Al Hege 4ABT as President, H.S.
Carter 4OG VP, C.R. Brewer 4RA sec/treas. Committees were
appointed to draw up a constitution and bylaws, and to see about
the possibility of holding a convention,(also to find a meeting
place). The dues at first were .25 per month and the meeting place,
etc. was the operating room of the local broadcast station WSJS.
The meeting place was soon moved to a room at the YMCA which
was used until we moved in our own building.

Help! Early FARC Records
by Don, WS4NC
Just in case it isn’t obvious I am trying to locate as much old
history of FARC as I can find. The club was originally called the
Winston-Salem Amateur Radio Club. Sadly most all of the
early records were lost in a fire in the club shack around 1960.
If you have any early records of FARC we would appreciate
either the donation of those or at least the opportunity to copy
them. Sadly the first thing a family throws out after a ham dies
is the paper work - I’ve been told directly by one family that “that
was just old ham radio papers and work papers - no one is
interested in that trash.”
The earliest picture QSL card we have of WSARC is the
“December 28, 1930” version shown above. We think that card
was a misprint from the first run. The actual incorporation date
was December 30, 1930 and the later cards all reflect the Dec.
30 date. We do know that there was a Winston-Salem radio
club that met at the YMCA in the 1920s. Only one document
that testifies to that is in existence today and has been
previously published in the Newsletter.
I am grateful to Gib Scott, WA4AJI, who graciously donated
some materials recently, including the two QSL cards from Ray,
K4QDM and Wayne, W4HG on the previous page.
The early history of FARC was written in 1934 by Wilson Lamb,
4BOH - no prefix in those days! You can read it all at:
http://www.dwepe.com/FARCHistory/1934%20FARC%20Hist
ory%20by%20W4BOH.htm
Starting this month I am going to serialize that history and after
that the following history that was compiled by Henry, W2DZO.
Henry interviewed as many of the principals as were still
around in the 1980s. So, Part 1 . . .

Even More Wayback Machine

Most of 1931 was taken up with convention plans and
assignments. After corresponding with headquarters the
convention later was set for the last part of September. We needed
money to back the convention and the club had no ready cash so
most of the members pledged a fixed amount to back the
convention with the understanding if the convention went over
they would return the money back; if not it was gone to profit and
loss mostly lost. The convention went over big and no one lost.
The programs during this time consisted of talks on radio by
members and visiting each other's shacks.
After the convention the club had no object in particular to work to
until someone suggested that if we have a radio club it would be
nice to have our own meeting place and equipment. A very nice
dream if it could be made real. This suggestion was followed by
much talk and plan drawing.
In the early part of 1932 we were offered a lot in the southwest part
of the city for a very small sum. At once we fanned out and
inspected said lot. It met our requirements so the club become
owner of one lot. After much argument a plan for a house was
decided upon. Then came the question of who could we get to
build it and how could we finance it. After seeing many contractors
we found one who was willing to take a chance.
As we were obligated to pay a certain amount each month it was
necessary for some arrangements to be made. This time the
membership was divided into teams, each team agreeing to pay
so much each month until the clubhouse was paid for. One
member on each team agrees to pay the leftout share if a member
of the team is unable to pay his part.
The house was finished in the first part of August, 1932 and we
moved in. This was very nice but it was far from complete so the
next thing in order was to equip it. Not being able to build the kind of
transmitter we wanted, one of the members suggested that he
place his station at the club until we could build our own. This was
very nice and so two 65' towers were next on the building program.
It being summertime these were built of wood by the members in
the evenings after supper. At last we had a club house and
transmitter even if it was not quite all our own.
Part 2 - Next Month - “Same Time - Same Station!”

by Wilson Lamb, W4BOH-SK

With the birth of 1931 came the birth of the WSARC(sic). It was in
the last days of 1930 that several hams in the city decided to get
together and see if a ham club could be organized in this city for the
purpose of having a division convention sometime during the year.
There being only a few amateurs present at this first meeting it was
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By Phillip Space, N0KAL
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stated that there was some interference from a pager with the
Yaesu repeater along with some SWR issues which will be
investigated. Dale also stated that the Sauratown Mountain
repeater, 145.470, maintenance with new tower installation
would be done in September timeframe when cooler fall
temperatures are expected.
c. VE Test Session Report: Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL, head
volunteer examiner thanked Jim Mansfield-WA4NOT, John
Kipee-K1PPE and Mike Atkins-N4VE for helping with the
testing procedure. Dale congratulated the five successful
candidates:

Last Wayback Machine for this
Month
Above is an old picture of Al Hege, W4ABT, that has been
found and identified by the North Carolina Room of the Forsyth
County Library. We are not sure of what the occasion is, or
exactly where in Winston. We are still working on that - the cars
are probably late 1930s. Al Hege was the first President of
FARC, then WSARC, a major mover and shaker in the ham
radio business (and just any electronic business) in WinstonSalem. He owned Hege Electronic Supply, Henry Heidtmann
has a catalog from the 1940s (don’t lose that Henry - I’ll come to
Lewisville and haunt you!) Some time in the 1960s the
business was sold to Electronic Wholesalers, then to Cramer
Electronics, then to Hamilton-Avnet, Each sale made it less
friendly to local hams. I am looking for a little more background
on Al - his ham license was among the first issued in Forsyth
County. I have some QSL cards and some history and perhaps
a little to follow-up on but I need more.

Henry H. Smith, Jr-KE4CSO-General License
Joseph A. Clasen, Jr-KM4LUC-Technician License
Samuel N. Poindexter-KM4LUD-Technician License
Anthony N. Poindexter-KD4MMQ-General License
Alan R. Thomas-KM4LUE-Technician License
d. ARES Report: Jim Mansfield, WA4NOT gave an
update of the upcoming Emergency Management and Red
Cross Co-Location training exercise to be held Saturday-25
July from 0800 to Noon, with hotwash following, approximately
30 minutes. He stated that he needed four volunteers for this
exercise and that our services were specifically requested by
the Red Cross. Jim stated that Doc Holliday-WB4QIZ had
already volunteered. Henry Heidtmann-W2DZO stated that
he might be able to help. Afternote: Terry Brown-AK4D
stated that he could help also.
Continued on page 9

Early Ads
By Phillip Space, N0KAL

Minutes of the Forsyth Amateur Radio
Club Meeting— 13 July 2015
By Terry Brown, AK4D,
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club
1. Call to Order and Welcome: Meeting was called to order
by President Jerry Minor, K4GW, at 1935 hours. He
welcomed FARC members and visitors to the meeting,
approximately 30 total. Each person in the room introduced
themselves stating their name and callsign.
2. Announcements/Club Business:
a. Treasurers Report: Approximately $3033 club balance
was reported by Treasurer Henry Heidtmann, W2DZO.
b. Repeater Status: Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL, stated that
all three club repeaters were operational and that the echolink
nodes were operational on the 146.640 and the 145.470
repeaters. Dale reported that the 146.64 repeater at the top of
Baptist Hospital was upgraded to the new Yaesu repeater. He
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e. Arduino Discussion: Bob Gusek-NC4RG pointed
out that the next scheduled Arduino class would be on 25 July
and might need to be rescheduled to not interfere with the CoLocation exercise. Doc Holliday-WB4QIZ gave Bob a twin
engine model plane for his work on Arduino information,
ordering parts and classes that he was teaching.
3. Recap and Review of Field Day: The main meeting topic
was a recap and review of Field Day. Henry HeidtmannW2DZO gave the first presentation on Field Day by showing
how the club did in past Field Day events. The following table
was presented:
W4NC Field Day thru the Years
YEAR
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2013
2014
2015

Score
2,758
4,752
3,696
4,914
3,450
3,710
5,035
6,390
8,430
4,045
7,828
5,722
2,252
4,408
9,650

Cat.
2A
2A
2A
2A
2A
2AB
5AB
5AB
5AB
7AB
8A
3F
5A
9A
9A

QSO’s Participants Rank/Placement
1,057
37
#9 NC, #190 USA
1,430
44
#7 NC, #74 USA
976
28
#6 NC, #124 USA
1,639
48
#3 NC, #83 USA
1,122
80
#5 NC, #135 USA
381
57
#1 NC, #8 USA
461
46
#1 NC, #3 USA
605
55
#1 NC, #3 USA
1,023
22
#1 NC, #2 USA
417
30
#1 NC, #2 USA
2,011
37
#1 NC, #6 USA
1,574
24
#1 NC, #8 USA
512
7
#4 NC, #53 USA
1,069
43
#1 NC, #2 USA
2,498
71
To Be Learned

Note: Results of the 2015 Field Day may be available by
September.
Henry next showed a slide showing a breakdown of contacts in
this years Field Day:
Band/Mode QSO Breakdown
CW
Digital Phone
Band
80m
40m
20m
15m
10m
GOTA
Totals

QSOs
88
493
510
100

QSOs
6
81
68
6

1,191

161

QSOs
241
448
316
98
23
20
1,146

Gene Bowman-WB4MSG then showed several maps
showing what states were contacted by mode and band.
Various Comments on Field Day follow:
a. Doc Holliday-WB4QIZ commented that he enjoyed
serving as coordinator of Field Day and that he thought the club
did well in bonus points. He also thanked the band captains.
He further stated that a coordinator and assistant coordinator is
needed and more people to serve at night in future Field Days.
He also wanted to see teams pre-scheduled for a certain
number of hours. He thanked David Shoaf, KC4X for serving
as safety officer and Melissa Hall-W4RXG for the great
publicity we got in the local Winston-Salem Journal
newspaper.
b. Gene Bowman-WB4MSG agreed on more people at night,
two people per station-one for contacts and the second for
logging, doing pre-recorded messages for calling CQ, thanked
everyone who participated in putting up and taking down
antennas and discussed logging software that might be used
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next year, maybe N1MM.
c. Don Edwards-WS4NC stated that participant registration
should be up front with everyone understanding that they must
sign-in, ie, register. Don also commented that he only
measured 20-30 milliwatts coupling which helped avoid major
overload issues. Don also commented on the great publicity
and article in the Winston-Salem Journal where a poll revealed
that 19.6 percent of article readers wanted to learn more about
ham radio.
d. Harold Richardson-N4HER stated that generators need to
be on pallets, to make sure that any rainwater runoff do not
come into contact with the generators.
e. Henry Heidtmann-W2DZO commented that logging
computers that were sluggish have now been cleaned up and
are ready for next year.
f. Jim Atkins-W4UX stated that he had to stay above 14.040
MHz in CW operation to avoid interference with digital
transmissions. Gene Bowman-WB4MSG stated that work
was needed on the filtering system.
4. Meeting Adjourned: Motion to adjourn the meeting was
made by John Kippe-K1PPE, seconded by Harold
Richardson-N4HER and agreed to approximately 2050
hours.
5. Meeting Attendees: Names of the meeting attendees who
are listed on the sign-in sheet or otherwise recognized follow:
Don Edwards-WS4NC; Terry Brown-AK4D; Daryl KnightN5WK;, Jim Register-KV4SJ;; Gene Bowman-WB4MSG;
John Kippe-K1PPE; Dale Mierisch-WB9SZL; Tony
Poindexter-KD4MMQ; Harold Richardson-N4HER; Jim
Atkins-W4UX; Doc Holliday-WB4QIZ; Les JongbergKJ4JYZ; Jim Mansfield-WA4NOT; Jerry Minor-K4GW; Van
Key-KC4WSK; Neal Pruitt-WD4LSS; Brad Pruitt-KI4SUI;
Sam Poindexter-KM4LUD; Michael Pope; Jim MarlerKM4HUZ; Chuck Small-KM4IVY; Andrew Gusek-NC4AG;
Bob Gusek-NC4RG; Alan R. Thomas-KM4LUE; Sandra
Bryant; Geoff Rudy-KK4MOV; Steve Patterson-WA3RTC;
and Henry Heidtmann-W2DZO.

Winston-Salem Trivia
from Winston-Salem Journal
“Acadia Avenue was originally Arcadia,” Brownlee [Fam
Brownlee, local Forsyth County historian] said. “In 1931, the
city ordered new street signs. When they came Arcadia was
spelled Acadia. It was depression days and money was
tight...in fact, the city budget had just been slashed and
teachers, police officers and firefighters had had their
salaries cut, so the city decided it was cheaper to change the
name of the street than have new signs made.”
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Minutes of the Forsyth Amateur Radio
Club Business Meeting—20 July 2015
by Terry Brown (AK4D)
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club
1. Attendees: Eleven attendees: Jerry Minor-K4GW,
Henry Heidtmann-W2DZO, Terry Brown-AK4D, Don
Edwards-WS4NC, John Kippe-K1PPE, Harold
Richardson-N4HER, David Shoaf-KC4X, Steve
Patterson-WA3RTC, David McDonald-N5WNB, Jim
Mansfield-WA4NOT and Geoff Rudy-KK4MOV.
2. Call to Order: The meeting, in the glass walled side room
at Ham’s Restaurant, 414 South Stratford Road, WinstonSalem, was called to order by President Jerry Minor,
W4GW at 1930 hours.
3. Meeting Topics:
a. Treasurer’s Report: Henry HeidtmannW2DZO stated that the club balance was $2952.12.
b. Future Meeting Topics: Discussion was held
on future meeting topics as no definite topic was lined up for
the August FARC meeting. However, several topics were to
be quickly explored. Tentative future meeting topics were:
1. September: Gene Bowman-WB4MSG
and Charlie Kluttz-W4TMR would do an antenna
presentation. There is also the possibility of BBQ being
brought to the meeting.
2. October: ARES presentation by Jim
Mansfield-WA4NOT
3. November: Homebrew and FARC
Officer elections
4. December: Annual holiday dinner
meeting scheduled for the first Monday in December at River
Ridge Tap House. The second Monday was already taken.
c. ARES Report: Jim Mansfield-WA4NOT,
updated everyone on the upcoming Co-Location Sheltering
Exercise to be held at Walkertown High School on 25 July,
check in at 0800 and the drill taking place from 0830 to 1200.
A hot-wash will happen immediately following the drill. The
Red Cross has asked amateur radio operators to be a
functional part of the exercise, normally only volunteers in an
exercise of this type. The Co-Location Exercise will focus on
housing both people and pets. FARC members helping in
the exercise are Jim Mansfield-WA4NOT, Henry
Heidtmann-W2DZO, Terry Brown-AK4D, Doc HolidayWB4QIZ and David McDonald-N5WNB. FARC members
would use 146.55 simplex hand held radios in this effort. Jim
also updated everyone on some route changes in the
upcoming Tour To Tanglewood bike event to be held 19-20
September.
d. Arduino Classes: The dates for the upcoming
Arduino classes are 25July and 29 August, from 0900 to
finish.
e. January Firstfest: Discussion was held on
Firstfest scheduled for Saturday, 9 January 2016 at Summit
School with emphasis on how to publicize the event better.
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Henry Heidtmann-W2DZO commented that the Summit
School staff were pleased with the way club members
handled conflicting use and traffic/parking in the previous
June hamfest.
f. Nomination Committee: FARC President Jerry MinorK4GW led discussion to form a nomination committee to
help with election of club officers for the 2016 calendar year.
The nomination committee was formed with Henry
Heidtmann-W2DZO, John Kippe-K1PPE, David
McDonald-N5WNB, Don Edwards, WS4NC and Harold
Richardson-N4HER being on the committee.
g. Sauratown Mountain Repeater Work: A repair work
period sometime in September will be needed to install the
new tower, antenna and other repairs on the 145.47
repeater. Dale Mierisch-WB9SZL will determine the work
date and who will needed to make the repairs.
4. Meeting Adjournment: Motion was made to adjourn the
business meeting by John Kippe-K1PPE, seconded by
Harold Richardson-N4HER and others. Meeting was
adjourned at 2011 hours.

Radiogram: Scam, Hail Mary Play,
or Novel Form of Keeping in
Touch?
By Jim Mansfield, WA4NOT
I received all of the above reactions, and then some, to the 10
radiograms I sent for some of FARC’s Field Day bonus
points. I also got a small sampling of delivery times for the
ROUTINE messages sent literally to coast-to-coast
addresses, from the Virginia Eastern Shore to San Diego,
Ca.
The transit times from entering the NTS at 2130 hours, June
27, (they went via simplex from Hobby Park at 1430 to
Wayne, KK4ZHL in Winston-Salem who relayed them to
that night’s Central Carolina Traffic Net) to delivery by
telephone ranged from 3 days (Billings, MT) through 4 days
(Stanley, NY) and 3 weeks (Frisco, CO) to Infinity (“never got
it”) in Oak Creek, WI, and Onley, VA, and (“ignored it;
Thought they were scam calls.”) in Holly Springs, NC. My
friends in St. Paul, MN, received theirs as a mailed hard copy
from a nearby suburb in about 2 weeks.
Hopefully transit will be faster if we ever send ‘grams from a
real disaster site. But based on the suspicious responses,
maybe people would be even more leery of suspected
scams after a disaster. Fearing the suspicion fallout from
endless robo-calls and “fone-frauds”, I sent heads-up emails
to all my addressees a week before Field Day. Once couple
thought even that message a fraud, that my email address
had been hacked.
In an era in which Western Union services are used for
moving money instead of information, free ham-grams and
the National Traffic System might need some public
information effort.
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HF Frequency Maritime Mobile Nets
On certain days I’ve tuned the rig to 14.343 and just listened.
This is an unofficial frequency where many maritime-mobile
stations hang out just to chat. At the bottom of the previous
column I listed some of the maritime nets published by
ARRL. It is amusing to just listen to these guys chat about
the various Carribean Islands, ports they visit, restaurants
they go to and generally where they are headed next.

Latest News on HR-1301
Ham Radio Parity Act
by Terry Brown, AK4D
FARC Secretary

Arduino Workshop
& Future Technical Saturday Workshops
Great appreciation to Bob Gusek NC4RG for his great job
doing the Arduino workshops. In the photo above Doc,
WB4QIZ is presenting Bob with an airplane in appreciation
for all his hard work.
There was an Arduino workshop on July 25 where the
Arduino group worked on a weather station. Much of the
code was completed with everybody caught up to date. The
next Arduino workshop is planned on August 29.
Anyone wanting to join the group please send an email
directly to Bob at ncbobusa <at> gmail <dot> com.

Simplex Sundays.com
We received a postcard from WF5TX: On Sundays give the
repeaters a rest and make a call on 146.52 FM Simplex.
Please visit the website and send us any information you
have on your individual, Club, or group 2-meter FM simplex
activities such as contests, nets, informal activities, etc.
After-action reports on past events appreciated.
Remember, if everyone is listening, no one will hear
anything. Make that call! 73 – WF5TX

HF Maritime Nets
Net Name
Baja California Maritime Net
Caribbean Maritime Mobile Net
Florida A. R. Transmitting Society
Intermar
Manana Maritime Net
Maritime Mobile Service Network
Mississauga Maritime Mobile Net
Northwest Boaters Net
Pacific Maritime Mobile Service Net
South Pacific Sailing
The Maritime Mobile Service Network
United States Power Squadrons Net
US Coast Guard Amateur Radio Net
US Coast Guard Amateur Radio Net

Frequency
7.2335
7.241
1.845
14. 313
14.34
14.3
14.121
3.865
21.412
7.299
14.300
14.287
14.3
14.327

US Coast Guard Amateur Radio Net
Waterway Radio & Cruising Club Net

14.300,14.313 S
7.268
S
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Days
Dy
Dy
Dy
DY
M, T, W, Th, F, S
Dy
Dy
Dy
Dy
Dy
Dy
S
S
S

UTC Time
1600
1100
1700
16:30
1900
1700
1245
1630
22-2400
1700
16:00
1700
1700 (winter)
1800 (winter)
& 1700 (summer)
1600 (summer)
1245 (winter)
& 1145 (summer)

The Amateur Radio Parity Act of 2015 -- H.R.1301 in the US
House of Representative and S 1685 in the US Senate -would direct the FCC to extend its rules relating to
reasonable accommodation of Amateur Service
communications to private land use restrictions. As a result,
the Act would require the FCC to amend its Part 97 Amateur
Service rules to apply the three-part test of the PRB-1
Federal pre-emption policy to include homeowners
association regulations and deed restrictions, often referred
to as "covenants, conditions, and restrictions" (CC&Rs).
At present, PRB-1 only applies to state and local zoning laws
and ordinances. The FCC has been reluctant to extend the
same legal protections to include private land-use
agreements without direction from Congress. H.R. 1301 has
been referred to the House Energy and Commerce
Committee. Rep Greg Walden, W7EQI (R-OR), chairs that
panel's Communications and Technology Subcommittee,
which will consider the measure.
As of 23 July, there are a total of 93 co-sponsors in the US
House of Representatives. There are a total of 435 seats in
the total House. Four of the 93 co-sponsors are from North
Carolina, Walter B. Jones, Jr (NC-3), Patrick T. McHenry
(NC-10), David Rouzer (NC-7) and David Price (NC-4).
S.1685 has been referred to the Senate Commerce, Science
and Transportation Committee's subcommittee on
Communications, Technology, Innovation and the Internet,
which is chaired by the bill's sponsor, Roger F. Wicker, R-MS.
Richard Blumenthal, D-CT, is a co-sponsor of S.1685.
ARRL President Kay Craigie, N3KN, stated recently, “We
have been told quite bluntly by some Congressional offices
that they want letters from constituents –that they will be
interested in what the ARRL has to say only if they know that
voters care about this issue”.
I wrote each of the members of the US House of
Representatives who were not co-sponsors and got a very
positive response from David Rouzer. I have also written
both Senator Tillis and Burr asking their support for S.1685.
The response letter from Senator Tillis is reproduced in this
newsletter. Additional letters are needed for support in the
US House of Representatives and the US Senate to become
more positive.
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August Program
By Jim W4UX
The August program will be: How to get licensed and
permission to operate on the high seas - at least from a
cruise line and also from another country. If you have ever
thought of operating from on board a cruise line Geoff
Rudy, KK4MOV will cover what permissions you need
and how to secure those. The weather may be something
else. Henry, W2DZO will also cover how he obtained
licenses to operate from Antigua. I hope to see everyone at
the meetings, normally starting at 7:30, Red Cross
Building, 690 Coliseum Drive, Winston-Salem. Be sure to
keep in touch with our website as meeting times or
programs may be altered: http://www.w4nc.com
The September Program will be a revisit with antenna
expert Charlie Klutz W4TMR assisted by Gene Bowman,
WB4MSG. Rumor has it, there will be BBQ so bring an
appetite. This program will start early and run late and
guaranties a heavy attendance. Arrive early to get a good
seat - we may have an overflow crowd!
Don't forget to put the Saturday, 9 January Classic
Hamfest on your calendar!

Birthdays
KJ4SYP
WK4CW
W4RXG
KJ4ENO
KB6MTH
W4IRE-SK
W4EH
WB4QIZ
KK4MIB
AF4XC
KD4CFS
KJ4ENM
KK4LYK
KK4RKM

Vagabond Donation
At the June Hamfest the Vagabond Net made a donation to
FARC thanking us for the use of the 145.47 repeater. They
are quite welcome, we consider the Vagabond Net to be one
of the treasures that FARC supports. And speaking of the
Vagabonds . . .
KM4IVY and KM4HUZ showed up at the July FARC meeting
scooping out when the next antenna presentation will be by
Charlie Klutz W4TMR. The plan is for the Antenna
presentation to be in September.
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Michael Fields
Eric Bowen
Melissa L Hall
Trevor Eller
Arjun (Raja) Chatterjee
John C Huffman
Bill Plyer
Derbyl B "Doc" Holliday
Thomas R Woodson
Edwin G Needham
Hubert E Poindexter Jr.
Edward Eller
Phillip Kent Kluttz
Wayne H. Coleman

The Original W4NC Shack
The original W4NC shack is still standing and the opposite
corner from the 1930s QSL is shown below as it appears
today. It is a workshop behind the house that was built on
the lot. It can be seen from the corner of St. Timothy’s
which is on the property were two of the original 3 wooden
W4NC towers stood.

FARC Newsletter

Page 12

Remembering John Huffman
W4IRE-SK
by Don, WS4NC
Some months ago I used a
quote about the “True
Gentleman”.
There have
been a quite a few members
of FARC that fit that
designation, but there have
only a few “elite” true
gentlemen that fit that
description to a high level.
The words by John Walter
Wayland are so perfect they
bear repeating: “The True
Gentleman is the man whose
conduct proceeds from good will and an acute sense of
propriety, and whose self-control is equal to all emergencies;
who does not make the poor man conscious of his poverty,
the obscure man of his obscurity, or any man of his inferiority
or deformity; who is himself humbled if necessity compels
him to humble another; who does not flatter wealth, cringe
before power, or boast of his own possessions or
achievements; who speaks with frankness but always with
sincerity and sympathy; whose deed follows his word; who
thinks of the rights and feelings of others, rather than his own;
and who appears well in any company, a man with whom
honor is sacred and virtue safe.” W4IRE lived the absolute
meaning of those words.
John served in the
Army Signal Corps
during the Korean war
as a radio operator. A
picture of a young
John Huffman,
operating at his post,
appears to the left.
John was always helpful to young hams. To him radio was
magic and he was always happy to share that magic with
others. His ministry of joy to all who knew him was what led
FARC to honor John with one
of the first awards of “Ham of
the Year”. Indeed, although he
never knew it he was one of the
inspirations for that award.
That he was good a father is
testified to by the plaque that
he kept for ever so many years.

and easily damaged part. Heathkit had just introduced a
frequency counter that could, just barely, read 2-meters
using a pre-scaller IC. John had bought and built one of
these, probably the equivalent of $1000 in today’s money.
That he allowed a teenage ham to come over and use such a
rare, expensive and delicate item to get his radio on
frequency was just like John. We were able to get several
crystals on frequency but before we were done his counter
stopped working. I have always worried, even to this day,
that I may have damaged his counter. In typical fashion
John just waved it off. That was so like John.
Jim Atkins, now W4UX went to the Club meeting around
1965 as a 15-year old and asked if someone, anyone, would
please give him a novice test. The person who answered
that call was John Huffman. I understand that a young Jim
became a frequent guest in the Huffman household.
Another young ham helped by John was Wayne Ashworth,
W4HG. Wayne writes “John was a consummate CW op, a

I first met him when I was about 17 or 18, some where about
1970. I had a new 2-meter handheld back when all 2-meter
radios were crystal operated; getting transmit crystals on
frequency were a big issue. Frequency counters are
commonplace today but rare then, especially that would read
upwards of 150 MHZ. At least outside of the laboratory.
There were circuits from the late 1960s that used TTL chips
that with great “wailing and gnashing of teeth” could be made
to read sine waves up to about 30 MHz, but anything over
that required a pre-scaller IC; a fragile, fussy, very expensive
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loyal friend, and always ready to
help some young ham on the
way up. His loss is deeply felt by
those who knew him over the
years. He was a long time
member of the NC CW net back
in the day as well as one of the
early active RTTY practitioners
in Winston. SK John”
Jim, W4UX adds “I just want to add to Wayne’s comments
about John’s CW activity. While I was an early adopter of CW
John encouraged me to take it to the next level. He got me
interested in the NC CW nets (NCN) which met twice daily, at
6:30 PM at “normal” speed which was around 15-20 WPM
and at 10 PM at “slow” speed which was around 10 WPM. I
admired his Vibroplex bug when I would go over to his house
but he advised me to learn to send properly with a straight
key before using a bug. I used the straight key for all of my
Novice career which was about 6 months after which I took
and passed the General test. I then bought a Vibroplex bug
just like John’s and quickly learned to use it. I also got
involved with NCN and started learning how to send and
receive formal messages.
“John was a net control station once a week on NCN and also
was a 4RN (Fourth Region Net which covered VA, NC, SC,
GA and FLA) liaison once a week. He also checked into the
Tarheel Emergency Net on 3915 or thereabouts and NC SSB
Net on 3938 on SSB and would take formal messages there
and bring them to NCN. At that time NCN had a huge
presence and we would often have 20 or more check-ins on
CW.
“I continued my NTS activity throughout high school and
even was an occasional rep from 4RN to EAN (Eastern Area
Net) where the big traffic handlers played. I made BPL (Brass
Pounders League) twice during this time. I credit John with
encouraging me to get involved with NTS.

College. He was an electrical engineer at Western
Electric Company, later AT&T, where he was responsible
for several patents. An enthusiastic ham radio operator
from the age of sixteen (call sign W4IRE), he was active in
the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club and the American Radio
Relay League. He also maintained a life-long interest in
astronomy, physics, and photography, and loved classical
music, especially the pipe organ. After retirement, he
volunteered at Crisis Control Ministry. He was a very
active member of St. Timothy's Episcopal Church, where
he sang in the choir and was responsible for the audio
systems and electronic organ maintenance for many
years. He is survived by his wife, Frances, three children
and their spouses ( Eleanor Huffman and Manolis
Zervakis, John Huffman and Celeste Chambers, and
Morgan and Kimber Huffman), four grandchildren
(Michael, Giorgos, Zara, and Sage), a sister and brotherin-law (Ann and Irving Stubbs), and many nieces and
nephews. John was preceded in death by his sister, Ruth
Fort Merrill. The family thanks the thoughtful and caring
staff of Danby House, especially Debra Craft, for their
kindness and professional care. The funeral will be held in
the chapel at St. Timothy's Episcopal Church in WinstonSalem, on July 30th, at 3:00 pm. Interment will follow at a
later date at Oakwood Cemetery in Hickory, North
Carolina. The family will receive friends at a reception
after the service, in the church hall. In lieu of flowers,
donations may be made to Hospice and Palliative Care
Center, 101 Hospice Lane, Winston-Salem, NC 27103;
the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, P.O. Box 11361,
Winston-Salem, NC 27116; The American Radio Relay
League, 225 Main Street, Newington, CT 06111; or a
charity of the donor's choice. Online condolences may be
made at www.hayworth-miller.com.

“John was a great technical resource and I could always
count on him when I had a problem or a question. He helped
me out of the ditch on more than once occasion.”
John Huffman, W4IRE was one of
those elite true gentlemen. He was an
inspiration to all who knew him. We
have lost a dear friend but heaven has
gained an angel. John your key may be
silent but your memory is not.

John Caldwell Huffman, W4IRESK
Huffman Winston-Salem John Caldwell Huffman August 6,
1926 - July 26, 2015 Mr. John Caldwell Huffman, 88, of
Winston-Salem died Sunday, July 26, 2015, at Danby
House, after a long illness. He was born August 6, 1926 in
Lenoir, North Carolina, to Grover and Estelle Huffman and
grew up in Statesville. He served with the Army Signal Corp
in Korea and was an alumnus of North Carolina State

August, 2015

FARC Newsletter

Page 14

enjoys single sideband contacts on HF. Fred's favorite
ham radio activity is rag chewing, which he says is very
relaxing.
Fred described three of his proudest moments, two related
to ham radio and the other one did not. Focusing on the
moment not related to ham radio, he proudly stated that in
only one day, he graduated from Lynchburg College in the
morning and that afternoon, married his fiancé of two
years!!! That was quite a day! He and his wife, Phyl, were
married for 59 years. Phyl passed away in 2012.

FARC Member Spotlight
Fred G. Overstreet – WB4QXG

By Terry Brown-AK4D,
Secretary FARC
general at an early age and radios just seemed like magic.
His family lived in a very remote part of Virginia and for a few
years did not have a telephone nor electricity. So his Dad
always had a battery powered radio to maintain contact with
the outside world to get news. Headphones were needed to
listen to the radio and for some time, that radio was the only
one in his community. He remembers hearing from his Dad
that the first station tuned in by the radio was WCKY in
Cincinnati. The radio that his Dad had is in the picture above.
But Fred says that by the time he came into the world, his
Dad had moved up to a superhet Philco radio with a speaker!
Continued from page 1

Education was important in his family. Fred graduated from
Lynchburg College with a BA degree and later got his
Masters of Public Health degree from Tulane University in
1960.
He got his start in ham radio in the early 1970s. He took a
class offered by a local Richmond, Virginia club to get himself
prepped for the Novice ticket. Fred states that the electrical
theory, do's, don'ts, and other stuff was pretty straightforward but…..BUT that morse code stuff was tough and a
headache. He said his instructor always had morse code
practice tests at each class. At the end of one code practice
session, the instructor checked everyone's copying skills
and announced that he had just given the actual code test.
He had just wanted his students to be relaxed copying the
code and not stressing about taking a “test”. But Fred had
passed the code test!
His first equipment was a Lafayette receiver and a Heathkit
transmitter. Both were second hand. The local radio club
typically kept used equipment on hand to help new hams get
going quickly and they sold the equipment at their cost.
Fred admits his first antenna was not too good. It was a low
cost vertical antenna that was advertised to work well without
radials or a ground plane. It was so-so, but got him on the air!

Concerning the proudest moments as a ham, he was part
of a team that went to a South Carolina town in the 1980s to
help set up communications and convey messages in an
area devastated by a tornado. He vividly remembers the
smiles and the many thank you's from people that he
helped in that event. On the other proud moment, he was
with the Red Cross in the Florida panhandle area after a
major storm devastated communications.
Roads
connecting areas had been destroyed and he travelled by
boat to a remote area. He tried with no success to make a
critical VHF contact reporting conditions in the remote area
with the full five watt output of his handheld radio. He
looked around for any ideas that might help and then
noticed a nearby water tower with a ladder. He climbed
the ladder on the water tower to a landing near the top, tried
to make the contact and found success. He said he was
hitting all kinds of repeaters from the top of the water tower.
Fred stated that he was proud that he had found a great
line of sight communication solution and succeeded in
conveying needed messages. In his travels, he always
requests the highest room in a hotel remembering the
great line of sight communication success in the
panhandle!!!
Fred said he was worried that with the internet and all the
electronic distractions, that interest in ham radio would
suffer. But he is pleased to see the opposite and glad to
see a lot of young people coming into the hobby. Fred says
that making contacts on some days is like going fishing.
Sometimes conditions are right for good ham radio QSO's
and sometimes conditions are not right. The same thing
happens in fishing, good days and bad days.
Fred now lives at the top level of Heritage Woods and the
staff there have helped him maintain his ham radio
capability. He is able to make HF QSO's using a roof
mounted antenna that looks like a giant set of rabbit ears,
basically an upside down inverted V antenna. Fred says
that antenna does quite well on 40 meters. A picture of the
antenna from the parking lot is below.

His first contact as a new Novice was using morse code with
a ham in Ohio. Fred said thankfully that the guy was very
patient with him sending him code until a good copy was
made. Fred smiled when he said that he was quite nervous
and at the end of the QSO, he was dripping wet with sweat
and trembling! He currently has a General Class ticket and
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ARES: Co-Lo Ex 2015,
A Flexibility Exercise
by Jim Mansfield, WA4NOT
THIS WAS AN EXERCISE! The presenting scenario for CoLocation Sheltering Exercise 2015 on 25JUL15 was a
tornado which ripped through the Walkertown area, roughly
following US 311 between 2000 hours 24JUL15 and 0800
hours 25JUL15, forcing 35 families out of their homes.
THIS WAS AN EXERCISE! The Red Cross, Forsyth County
Animal Control and related agencies set up a shelter in the
Walkertown High / Middle school at 0900 25JUL15.
Emergency Management initially had no need for ARES
operators, but requested 1 to act as unit controller to inject
activities for ARES.
Tom Dunn (KI4UCE), Red Cross, requested 3 ARES hams
for stations within the shelter and 1 for the (simulated, there
on site) ARC operations management (Coliseum Drive
office). 6 of us were able to participate, Jim, WA4NOT as
controller and Terry, AK4D; Henry, W2DZO; David,
KK4GAF; Doc, WB4ZKI and David, N5WMB as operators.

impaired woman who drove herself, her seeing-eye dog
and her legal, concealed weapon to the shelter. ARES
tactical communications helped bring in the needed
personnel to meet these needs.
Other unexpected “animals”, sample shown below, arrived
with their humans for sheltering. Each animal also had
specific needs causing more tactical messages.
No written, ICS-213 traffic was passed, but one ARRL
Disaster Welfare Message Form FSD-244 was sent via the
Central Carolina Traffic Net (simulated by WA4NOT) to a
relative in Peachpit, GA, and a return radiogram arrived by
the same route due to the time-warp allowed in
simulations.
The final role shift for ARES occurred when the SMAT team
set up an ICS-type command center. David KK4GAF was
reassigned as the ARES representative in that center.
The operation went well in general. We, ARES, will use the
insights gained for discussion both internally and with our
client agencies to fine-tune our responses in actual
disasters.

KK4GAF, who has prior SMAT experience in these
exercises, was immediately reassigned as evaluator for the
ARES team as requested by the event director.
The next surprise was the arrival of “evacuees” (none were
originally planned) who presented various needs: illness,
injuries, Spanish-language only, American Sign Language
translator required, and the best of the day, the vision-

Diddle-De-Dah-De-Don
by Don, WS4NC
Thanks to Gene, WB4MSG, Terry, AK4D, Wayne, W4HG,
Jim, W4UX, Henry, W2DZO and Jim, WA4NOT for their
especially great help this month.
There is a new secret message hidden in the Newsletter - look
for {}. Print the secret 4-line message exactly on a 3X5 card
(cards will be provided at the club meeting) or you can print the
secret message on the back of a non-refundable $20 bill $100s are also good (thanks Click and Clack!) and drop it in the
box at the next FARC meeting. Rules: 1) Message must be
exact. 2) Must be on a 3X5 index card and appear exactly as in
the Newsletter. 3) One entry per person. 4) Winner must be
present to win or another entry will be drawn. 5) No cash value.
6) Prizes will vary from great stuff to OK stuff - no substitutions.
7) At least one prize per meeting. 8) At the December meeting
all yearly entries, including winners, will go back into one
drawing for a special goodie. 9) Entries are the property of
FARC, Inc. - except for the 20s and 100s - the Newsletter editor
may keep those!) The sprit of the idea here is that a) you must
read the Newsletter and b) you must come to the club meeting.
There is nothing nefarious about it.
My new Diddle-De-Dah-De-Don banner is based on a 1930s Gil
cartoon from QST, I’ll run the cartoon one month when there is
room - no I’ve never had an original idea in my life. With my
current round glasses and dork-y round head you have to admit
it looks a little like me. Gil’s cartoons graced QST for decades,
they were simply inspired.
In six months we will celebrate our 85th anniversary – there are
some good things coming later this year, watch for them.
Thank you for your comments. I welcome any submissions.
73, Don WS4NC,
Newsletter Editor
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Some NC Net Frequencies and Time - not all can be heard from Forsyth County
Not at all a complete list! - or even that accurate - just a start.

Net Name
28374 Traders Net
AARA ARES/RACES Net
Alamance Co ARES Net
Alamance County ARES Net
Ashe Co ARES Net
Cabarrus ARES Net
Central North Carolina Traffic Net
Charlotte (CLT) SKYWARN Net
Cherokee County NC ARES Net
Clevleand County Amateur Radio Service 2m Simplex Training Net
Davidson County ARES net
Eastern North Carolina Traffic Net
Forsyth County ARES Net
Gaston County A.R.E.S. Emergency Training Net
Gaston County A.R.E.S. Emergency Training Net
Grit Net
ICARS 75 METER SSB NET
Lincoln Co RACES/ARES
Lincoln Co RACES/ARES
Mecklenburg ARES Net
Mecklenburg ARES Net
Mecklenburg ARES Net
Metrolina Two-Meter Emergency Net
Midwest RTTY Net
Monday Night Roundtable
Montgomery Amateur Radio Society
Moore County ARS Net
Nash County ARES Net
Nash County ARES Net
Nash County ARES Net
Nash County ARES Net
Nash County ARES Net
Nash County ARES Net
Nash County ARES Net
Nash County ARES Net
New Hanover County ARES Net
Newport District SKYWARN Net
NORTH CAROLINA
North Carolina Alligator Group
North Carolina Alligator Group
North Carolina Alligator Group
North Carolina Alligator Group
Onslow ARC Net
Onslow County 10 meter net
Orange County ARES Net
Orange County Radio Amateurs 10 Meter Net
Piedmont Coastal Traffic Net
Piedmont Emergency Training Net
Pitt County Emergency Communications Net
QCWA Chapter 76
Ragchew
Raleigh ARS 2 Meter Net
Raleigh ARS HF Net
Raleigh ARS Technical Net
Rock Mount ARS Net
Rockingham County ARES net
Backup 146.850- (103.5)
Rowan County ARES Training Net
Smith Chart ARS 10M Net
Smith Chart ARS 10M SSB Net
Southeastern North Carolina Traffic Net
Tarheel Scanner/SWL Net
Wake Tech College Repeater WB4TOP
Wayne County Amateur Radio Association 10 Meter Net
Wilson Amateur Radio Assoc. Net
Wilson County ARES Net
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Frequency
28.374
147.195 + (94.8)
147.375+ PL 114.8
146.67 +
147.30 + (PL 103.5)
147.300+ (136.5)
146.82 145.35 147.045 - (151.4)
147.505
146.910 - (107.2)
146.685 - (88.5)
145.47 - (100)
147.12 +
444.55 +
147.15 +
3.975
147.015 +
442.35 +
146.94 - (118.8)
Alt 145.290 - (118.8)
Alt 146.580
146.94
3.587
147.39 + (94.8)
147.09 + (100)
147.24 +
146.805
145.29
444.70
444.50
224.22
444.975
147.03
442.125
146.670 - (88.5)
145.310-(82.5)
7.14
3.69
28.35
7.24
28.44
28.45
442.15 +
28.45
146.88 145.35 147.09 + (131.8)
3.93
147.30 +
146.64
28.364
146.64 147.12 +
147.03 +
T
145.410- (136.5)
28.43
28.43
147.045 +
146.64
146.61 28.45
146.76
146.760 -
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Local Days
M
Sn
T
T
W
T
Dy
when needed
Th
M
T
Dy
W
Th
Th
1F
Dy

Local Time
8:30 PM
9:00 PM
8:00 PM
8:00 PM
9:00 PM
8:30 PM
9:30 PM
9:00 PM
9:00 PM
8:30 PM
8:30 PM
8:00 PM

T
W
Dy
SNMTWTF
M
M
SnW

9:00 PM
8:00 PM
8:30 PM
8:00 PM

T
W
T

8:30 PM
8:00 PM
9:00 PM

M
T
M
S
Sn
Sn
S
1,3,4,5 M
Dy
Dy
M
S
T
Dy
W
S
W

8:00 PM
8:00 PM
8:30 PM
10:00 AM

9:00 PM
W
W
W
Dy
M
Th
M
M
Th

9:30 AM
8:00 PM
9:00 PM
8:00 PM
9:00 PM
10:00 AM
9:00 PM
8:00 PM
8:30 PM
8:30 PM
8:00 PM

8:30 PM
8:30 PM
9:00 PM
8:00 PM
8:30 PM
8:00 PM
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