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we start preparing
in the spring and
have all kinds of
speciality antennas
and other details
worked out. This
year was a little
different.
We opened the Red
cross station for
those who wanted to get a taste of contesting. A
number of new hams took us up on that. As with most
things, preparation is the key. We did not shake out the
bugs until a few hours before the contest started. Bad
idea. We had a number of issues: rig settings were left
for FD and not correct; all kinds of computer issues,

Field Day Results

Continued on page 3
by Henry, W2DZO

Bryant, harmonic of Todd, KD4LJ, is working 15 meters.
Bryant will be taking his ham test at the November
session. At right is Gene, WB4MSG making a serious run.

FARC came in 2nd place in category 9A to a team in Georgia.
The 9A winner had a 1x1 call, N4N. 151 more Q's and we
would have won. That’s 6 more QSOs each hour. 26th overall
of 2696 stations. That’s pretty solid! Congratulations to all who
participated. Now, next year . . .

CQWW-SSB

JOTA

by Don, WS4NC
The last weekend of October is often called the World
Series of ham radio. This is when the SSB version of
what is perhaps the biggest ham radio competition is
held. 48 hours of bedlam. For some it is an opportunity
to fill up those missing countries, especially if you are
trying to get 100 confirmed countries for DXCC. For
some it is just an opportunity to work some cool DX.
For those who want to “rag chew” it might be the
weekend to polish your CW skills - since nobody wants
to chat on SSB. For the most compettitive among us
this is serious business.
In some past years FARC has put forth a seriously
competitive station. We have scored as high as fourth
in the US as multi-single, probably the most fiercely
fought category. Ah, this year, not so much. Normally
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see page 17!

Nominating committee announces slate
of 2017 FARC officer candidates
by Henry Heidtmann, W2DZO
FARC Nominating Committee Chairman
The nominating committee headed by Henry Heidtmann W2DZO and
made up of Terry Brown AK4D, Harold Richardson N4HER, Jim Atkins
W4UX and David McDonald N5WNB have released their
recommendation for FARC officers for 2017. They are:
President- David Shoaf KC4X
VP- Geoff Rudy KK4MOV
Secretary- Jim Register KV4SJ
Treasurer- Kent Englebert K4HKE
Per our By-laws, the committee will present the slate at the October
meeting and open the floor for any other nominations. The election will be
held at the November meeting. Please join the committee in welcoming
this slate of officers for the new year.
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Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc is a non-profit (IRS
501(c)3) North Carolina corporation for the promotion of
Amateur Radio, and for the education and training of
hams and the general public primarily in Forsyth County,
North Carolina.

FARC was originally incorporated as the Winston-Salem
Radio Club on December 31, 1930 and has been in
operation ever since. We currently maintain a state-ofthe-art ham station in the basement of the Red Cross,
690 Coliseum Dr., Winston-Salem, NC and also maintain
two 2-meter repeaters, 146.64 (100 Hz tone) and 145.47
(100 Hz tone) and a 444.275 repeater (100 Hz tone).
FARC has a general membership meeting with a
program on the 2nd Monday of every month at the Red
Cross building, 690 Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem.
The club conducts its main business meeting (the Board
Meeting) on the 3rd Monday generally at Ham’s
Restaurant, located in the Thruway Lower Mall on
Knollwood Street. This is where most of the club’s
business is conducted and all attending members have a
vote. All club members are strongly encouraged to
attend the business meeting. For more information
about FARC mail us at FARC, Inc., PO Box 11361,
Winston-Salem, NC, 27116; call 336-245-5740; or visit
out web site at www.w4nc.com
Club email is to info <at> w4nc <dot> com *
Officers for 2016 are:
President: Jim Atkins, W4UX
Vice-President: Harold Richardson, N4HER
Secretary: Terry Brown, AK4D
Treasurer: Henry Heidtmann W2DZO
Newsletter Editor: Don Edwards, WS4NC
Tech Chairman: Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL
Hamfest Chairman: David Shoaf, KC4X
Field Day Chairman: Daryl Knight, N5WK
Arduino Workshop: Bob Gusek, NC4RG
All content is Copyright 2016, All Rights Reserved, by
Don Edwards and Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc,
unless otherwise noted. Permission is given to
reproduce for non-commercial purposes provided proper
credit is given. If you would like to help support the
newsletter with an ad, please contact Don Edwards
(email: ws4nc <at> dwepe <dot> com).
We trade newsletters with other clubs, and many clubs
are on our mailing list. If your club has a newsletter
and would like to trade please send us a copy.
Submissions and inquiries please send to ws4nc <at>
dwepe <dot> com *
*The “funny” email addresses are to confuse the Spam
bots. Spam shall be cause of the fall of Western
Civilization. Either that or the spork.

FCC Exams Report
and FARC Membership
by, Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL
VEC Session Manager
Allow me to offer all of you a hearty congratulations on your new
Amateur Licenses. I look forward to chatting with you on the air.
MARY L MCCLELLAN KM4WPO G
STANLEY E DILLON K4RCA E
MICHAEL K THORN KM4OCN G
For new hams, please complete the information on attached
form, if you have not already done so, for a free Membership to
the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club (FARC). Mark the form "New
Ham - Exam date" Once the form is completed, bring to the next
club meeting, or please scan and email to me.

Amateur Radio License Testing!
Amateur radio testing is available for new applicants as well as
upgrades. Exams will be given the 2nd Monday of every month,
except December, prior to the FARC regular meeting. The time
is 6:30 PM and the place is the Red Cross building on 690
Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem. Pre-registration is required
via e-mail, listing the elements you wish to test for, your phone
number and email address. You may pre-register or get
additional information via Email to testing(@)w4nc.com
Attention Dale Mierisch WB9SZL
Please note that candidates wishing to upgrade their license
MUST bring:
A) Their original license for viewing
B) Two copies of their license, one of which Must be attached to
their FCC Form 605.
C) The Original CSCE and One Copy of their CSCE if they have
one.
For new hams, please complete the information on the FARC
application (usually the last page of the Newsletter), if you have
not already done so, for a free Membership to the Forsyth
Amateur Radio Club (FARC). Mark the form "New Ham - Exam
date". Once the form is completed, bring to the next club
meeting, or please scan and email to me.
Exams are offered before the FARC meeting (2nd Monday at the
Red Cross) and start at 6:30 PM in room 109 at the Red Cross
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building. You are Encouraged to arrive early at 6:20 PM
Preregistration is strongly suggested at info <at> w4nc <dot>
com. We try to accommodate walk-ins if we can.
Our biggest challenge continues to be encouraging upgrade
candidates to bring a copy of their license to exam sessions.
Effective July 1, 2016, upgrade candidates forgetting copies of
their license, will be dismissed and invited to bring their license
copy to next month’s exam session. A copy of your license
must accompany the application to the FCC. Any missing
copies unfortunately delays the entire license process for all
exam candidates. Bring your original license, if you have one,
two forms of ID, $12.00 and successful completion forms
(CSCE’s - if any).

How to print a copy of your FCC License
by Don, WS4NC
1. Go to:
http://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsApp/UlsSearch/searchLicense.jsp
2. Search for your call sign.
3. Click on your call sign
4. Click on the ADMIN tab
5. Click on "Authorization -- Licensee”
6. Your reference copy license will open in a PDF file for
printing or saving.

CQWW

continued from page 1

mostly TCPIP stuff, then there were a few other minor
issues. On Saturday whoever left turned off everything
- coming back on Sunday we went through all the pains
of getting the computers to talk again. Then at one
point Windows 10 decided it was time to update in the
middle of the contest. That shut down the main
computer for 56 minutes! What a pain.
But all in all, we had fun. A high score was not the intent
although Gene, WB4MSG ran a 200+ rate for about 30
minutes or more. I don’t have the score in front of me
as I write this but it was about 160,000, I think.

October Program
KM4SII - Junior Lobbyist
by Terry Brown, AK4D,
Secretary-Forsyth Amateur Radio Club
Mason Matrazzo, KM4SII, enjoyed a recent trip to Washington,
DC to meet elected officials and promote amateur radio and
especially the bills pending in Congress regarding antenna
restrictions at the invitation of Representive Virgina Fox. For
our October program Mason told how this trip came about,
what transpired and all the results at the FARC club meeting.
Mason gave a most professional presentation telling us about
meeting various officials, including Senators Burr and Tillis and
Representative Foxx and getting to ride in the special
underground tram reserved for Senators and other officials.
Mason was very good at having a clear, concise story to
present about amateur radio.
It wouldn’t have been proper to go to Washington without
stopping by Ham Radio Outlet in Woodbridge. Because of
routing issues that almost didn’t happen but Mason very
creatively managed a routing change in the GPS. Mason
managed to score a nice Yaesu FT-6D [Ed. note - Yup, it is
much better than a Baofeng!]. Really great presentation.

Mason, KM4SII, ran as a rookie (a special class for new
licensees) from his home station. Running 100 watts
to a dipole he made a really great score. In a total of 30
hours he had 303 contacts, 64 countries, 173
multipliers with a final score of 125,771. That is an
amazing job. Mason emailed me:
“My total countries that I have talked to since getting my
station set up three months ago passed 100 this
weekend! I got several ATNOs (All Time New One)
including Acenscion Island, 6W1RY, and the Vatican
City. That score would have put me in 24 out of the 300
[in 2015] stations in my rookie category. Hopefully I will
do better this year since conditions were much better
last year.”
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carefully curated his ideal installation. He walked the halls of
the museum, selecting Old Master paintings for his
composition, then painstakingly copied the paintings and
“installed” them in the virtual gallery. He also included several
figures, including himself, in the center, instructing a young
woman, and his good friend James Fenimore Cooper, the
American writer, shown with his family. The resulting
monumental canvas—six feet by nine feet—was both an
example of Morse’s erudition and skill and a tool of instruction
for American viewers who did not have access to Renaissance
and Baroque paintings.
Morse, highly curious and well educated, was as interested in
science and literature as he was in art. While returning to
United States by ship in 1832, he conceived the idea for the
machine that would become the telegraph, even making a
crude prototype on board. From then on, technological
inventions would occupy him more than art. The disappointing
public reception of the Gallery of the Louvre in New York and
Connecticut likely contributed to his decision to abandon
painting. Today, the painting is recognized as a key work in the
development of American art.
In many ways, however, the painting and the telegraph
demonstrate Morse’s interest in a single subject: the
transmission of knowledge. Morse created the Gallery of the
Louvre to instruct American audiences about important works
of art. He created the telegraph to communicate information
quickly and across great distances. The painting thus serves
as a bridge between old modes of communication and new
technological tools that heralded the information age. The
painting also addresses complex themes such as the
relationship between art and science, literature and theatre,
geography and mapping, artistic practice and the
establishment of the canon, invention and technology, and
religion. Reynolda’s exhibition of the painting, called Samuel
F.B. Morse’s Gallery of the Louvre and the Art of Invention, will
include Morse’s epic painting, as well as early telegraph
machines, books, and prints to explore these themes as well as
to consider the history of the transmission of information.
[Editor’s note: Thanks to Ray Purdom for being FARC
Liaison for this event. FARC is working with Reynolda
House with some very special plans for this event. More
will be in future Newsletters as the plans become
finalized.]

How FARC Will be Involved
Samuel F.B. Morse’s 'Gallery of the
Louvre' and the Art of Invention
EXHIBITION DATES:
Friday, February 17, 2017 - Sunday, June 4, 2017
Reynolda House Museum of American Art will welcome an
American masterwork for this exhibition, Samuel F.B. Morse’s
Gallery of the Louvre (1831–33). Created when the artist was
living and working in Paris, the painting represents the famed
Salon Carée in the Musée du Louvre. Morse spent months
painting in the Louvre. Rather than faithfully representing the
paintings that were hanging in the gallery, however, Morse
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There will be more about this is future Newsletters aas plans
are being firmed up. Right now there is a plan for a special
event station, CW only, on two dates. While I can hear some of
our better CW operators groaning right now, you guys need to
get on board. If possible, we might want to do a repeat of the
Tonight Show event where CW and cell phone texting is done.
Yes that would put a couple of people on the spot here. Aslo we
might want to do a repeat of Morse’s first message relay. and
there are some other fairly big plans. This promises to
generate a lot of media interest, even the Smithsonian is
involved.
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November Treasure Hunt

40 Meter QRM
by Don, WS4NC

Yes there really are curly brackets hidden somewhere in this
Newsletter. They are going to become increasingly challenging
to find. I found one more of the blue Beofengs, but that is the
last.
See details elsewhere in this Newsletter. Basically just show
up at the meeting, fill out a card and stay to the end of the
meeting to be eligible for the drawing for a FARC Blue Baofeng
transceiver. Yes, your attendance is required, that is one of the
the points, the other is that you read the Newsletter. The
November meeting will be the last monthly prize. At the
Christmas dinner this year will be a Jetstream 2m/440 mobile
radio selected from all the entries since the first radio was given
away.

Upcoming Programs
by Harold, N4HER
and Geoff, KK4MOV
The main FARC meeting night is always the Second Monday
night at the Red Cross Building on Coliseum Drive with the
meeting starting at 7:30 PM. FCC testing is usually available,
please preregister at info <at> w4nc <dot> com. Examinees
should plan on arriving at 6:20 PM.
The FARC Business Meeting is on the Third Monday of the
month at Ham’s Restaurant (where else?) at Thruway
Shopping Center at 7:00 pm. All are welcome.
Thanks to Mason, KM4SII for his great October program on his
Washington trip.
November 14, 2016 Test Equipment and how to set up a
home workshop, by Don, WS4NC
December 5, 2016 Note it is the FIRST MONDAY! Our
Annual December Dinner Meeting at River Ridge Tap House in
Clemmons. There will be NO FCC exams and the meeting
starts earlier than usual. Details in the next Newsletter.
January 9, 2017 Annual Home Brew Show-&-Tell. Be
building something for showoff. We moved this to a little later
in the year because much building goes on in the late fall and
winter months and this gives a little more time and it gives the
new VP a little extra time to get programs planed for the next
year.
February 13, 2017 Brandon Dunstan from the National
Weather Service from Raleigh will be here to run our bi-annual
basic Weather Spotter/SKYWARN training. This is a highly
attended program with lots of visitors. Tenative plans are to
start at 7 PM. Plan on arriving early to get a good seat.
Other programs in the planning stage. One I can’t mention
right now because it is not confirmed will be a repeat of a
Blockbuster Event with national interest, there will be guests
from around NC.
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Broadcast stations on 40 meters has always been a problem
since the various regions have different band plans with SW
BC stations in parts of the world "sharing" the 40-meter ham
band. Lately things have been even more problematic with
Radio Eritrea and Radio Ethiopia jamming signals. And there
are other signals. Below is a table of some of the frequencies
with probable sources.
7.016 Russian Air Force Station
7.091.5 "V" beacon apparently from Kazakhstan
7.117 REA4 Russian Air Force Station
7.120 Radio Hargeisa in Somaliland
7.145 Radio Eritrea
7.145 Radio Ethiopia (+/- 1- kHz of white noise)
7.175 Radio Eritrea
7.175 Radio Ethiopia (+/- 1- kHz of white noise)
7.205 Radio Iran (with +/- 5kHz of splatter!)
7.205 Radio France International (with +/- 20 kHz of
Splatter)
Both China and Russia have gone back into the Over-TheHorizon (OTH) radar business. Many of these OTH systems
are on 40 meters but they can be found on many bands from 80
through 10 meters. Some of us remember the orginal
"woodpecker" signals of the 1970s that just destroyed
reception while transmitting. While the moderns systems are
not as completely and totally damaging to reception, they are
still a serious issue and cause serious degradation to even
strong signals. Other intruders are fishing ships. Most that are
heard in north America are European, but Indonesian and
Philippine pirates are among them. 10 meters seems to be a
favorite of ocean sensor buoys.

SPECIAL EVENT STATIONS
November 11: WB4TAL Veterans Day Special Event Station,
0200Z-0900Z, WB4TAL, Fuquay Varina, NC. American
Legion Post 116. 14.260 14.265 14.255 14.250. QSL. Kenn
Kubacki, WB4TAL, 6400 Johnson Pond Rd, Fuquay Varina,
NC 27526. WB4TAL being the first and only American Legion
Post Station will have a special event to honor all veterans that
have fought for our freedom. www.alpost116nc.org
November 11: The following information (edited) was provided
by Irv McWherter, K3IRV: “American Legion Legionnaires will
honor their fellow veterans in a special on-the-air amateur
radio tribute on Veterans Day, Friday, Nov. 11, 2016.
Members of The American Legion Amateur Radio Club
(TALARC) will operate on the short wave bands starting at
9:00 AM through 4:30 PM EST (1400 - 2130Z), using the call
sign K9TAL. Any ham radio operators who contact the station
are eligible to receive an attractive full-color commemorative
certificate.
After working K9TAL, send a 9x12 inch selfaddressed stamped envelope to The American Legion
Amateur Radio Club, 700 N. Pennsylvania Street,
Indianapolis, IN 46204.”
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Members of the North Country DX Association (NCDXA) will be active the entire month of March 2017
from several different locations in Alaska, Yukon, Northwest Territories, Nunavut and Greenland using all
NCDXA “RST” fixed station calls KL7RST, VY1RST, VE8RST, VY0RST and OX7RST to further
promote Amateur Radio in northern North America. This is our 2nd annual special event with the addition of
OX7RST, more rovers and fixed stations, new QSLs and certificates! All modes 6-160 meters and WARC bands
are permissible. SWLs are welcome to participate. The object is to work or log (SWL) as many NCDXA “RST”
stations as you can from their different locations. To participate you need to work each “RST” station only on ce
per their QTH, band and mode. No cross band, cross mode or remote operating allowed. Portable rover
“RST” Stations will also participate. Some of the portable stations are:
KL7RST/KL7,
VY1RST/VY1,
VY1RST/KL7,
VE8RST/KL7 and
VE8RST/VY1 etc. Watch
the DX spots as we plan to
have stations on from a
Canadian research station
near the North Pole on
Ellesmere Island, a diamond
mine in NWT, an Alaskan
bush school, an OM/YL team
from Nuuk, Greenland and
many other cities up north
large and small.
For your convenience, we’ll
upload our logs to ARRL’s
LotW. Full color QSLs are
available via K7ICE bio on QRZ.com. Optional full color certificates are also available (email
JohnKL7JR@gmail.com for details) for working/hearing any of the “RST” stations. QSL manager K7ICE.
SPECIAL EVENT DURATION: March 1 through March 31, 2017.
SPECIAL EVENT EXCHANGE: NCDXA “RST” stations send signal report and QTH (ie- 5x7 Anchorage,
5x9 Whitehorse etc.). Receiving stations should send signal report and state, province or country.
SPECIAL EVENT CERTIFICATES: Beautiful full color certificates are available via K7ICE for: Level
1… Work any of the NCDXA “RST” stations. Level 2… Work all of the RST fixed stations (KL7RST,
VY1RST, VE8RST, VY0RST and OX7RST) . Level 3… For RST operators and those stations contacting them.
RST ops work as many stations as you can, and all others to work as many RST stations, fixed/rover or portable
as they can. Count 1 point for each QSO. All certificates will be emailed in pdf format. Thanks in advance for
your DX spots!
73 de “Yukon John ”, KL7JR

NCDXA “RST” stations are on Facebook. Check out the hams you worked and learn about
them! https://www.facebook.com/North-Country-DX-Assoc-K7ICE-1717462798496577/
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Remembering Don-Don, KT4KV
by Don, WS4NC
There have been a number of men whom I have considered it a
major honor to have known. I have borrowed the term “True
Gentleman” from Va. Historian John Walter Wayland and I
have applied that only to a few people. It is a rare distinction
that is only earned by a long and exemplary life that honors not
only the man but all who come into contact with him.
“The True Gentleman is the man whose conduct proceeds
from good will and an acute sense of propriety, and whose selfcontrol is equal to all emergencies; who does not make the
poor man conscious of his poverty, the obscure man of his
obscurity, or any man of his inferiority or deformity; who is
himself humbled if necessity compels him to humble another;
who does not flatter wealth, cringe before power, or boast of his
own possessions or achievements; who speaks with frankness
but always with sincerity and sympathy; whose deed follows
his word; who thinks of the rights and feelings of others, rather
than his own; and who appears well in any company, a man
with whom honor is sacred and virtue safe”. - John Walter
Wayland
I got to know Don-Don better than many in FARC when he and I
roomed together for many Dayton Hamvention trips. DonDon’s poor hearing and my loud snoring made us a couple of
compatible room mates. Our interests in old technology drew
us together but late night discussions at Dayton ranged from
Continued on page 8

October, 2016

Don Donadio, KT4KV-SK
Winston-Salem Jul. 26,
1930 - Oct. 25, 2016
Donald A. Donadio, 86, of
Winston-Salem, passed
away October 25, 2016. He
was born in Herkimer, NY to
Mary and Frank Donadio
on July 26, 1930. Don
attended NY State A&T at
Alfred University and Radio
Television Institute in New
York City, and upon graduation joined the US Air Force
in 1951. He deployed to Korea, Japan and Iwo Jima as
part of the 1920th Airborne Air Control Squadron. He
met his wife, Patricia, at a USO dance in St. Louis
Missouri, and they were married on October 2, 1954
and then moved to Winston-Salem in 1955. Don
worked for Western Electric for 32 years before retiring
in 1992 and was a member of the Telephone Pioneers
of America. He was preceded in death by his parents
and his two brothers, Joseph and Francis. He is
survived by his wife of 62 years, Patricia Murphy; his
children, Mary Nelle, Paul and wife Jan, Michael and
wife Jill, Kathleen and husband Craig, Donald and wife
Marianne, Thomas and wife Valorie; 18 grandchildren,
Jacqueline, Sean, Brian, Katie, Lauren, Matthew,
Chris, Laura, Caroline, Benedict, Jude, Francis, Maria,
Sophia, Brigitta, Holli, Nicholas, Victoria and 4 ½ greatgrandchildren; as well as his brother, Bob. Don
enjoyed amateur radio, electronics, history, trains,
bocce with the sons of Italy, scouting, biking, walking,
tinkering and fixing anything. Having grown up during
the Depression, he was industrious, hard-working,
loyal, respectful of the environment and extremely
resourceful. He was happy, interesting, interested,
generous, helpful and funny. He devoted his life to
God, family and country and instilled his values in his
children, grandchildren and the people he knew and
loved. He was a member of St. Leo the Great Catholic
Church and he was a 4th degree member of Knights of
Columbus for 26 years. The family will receive friends
at Hayworth Miller Funeral Home at 3315 Silas Creek
from 6-8 PM Thursday, 10/27. Requiem Mass will be
celebrated at St. Leo the Great Catholic Church on
Friday at 11 AM followed by burial at the Salisbury
National Cemetery at 9 AM on Monday, 10/31.
Memorials may be made to Disabled American
Veterans or Priestly Fraternity of Saint Peter. Online
condolences may be made at www.hayworthmiller.com.
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to today. But in the early days of indoor lighting it transformed
society. Another mini-program that Don-Don did was on knifeswitches. In the early years of wiring switches were often
seriously big open-frame knife switches. Safety? No one
considered safety, electrocutions were common. Another one
of Don-Don odd collections were electric bells, from 100-year
old units to more modern ones up to the 1960s.
Don’s hearing began to go years ago and he went through a
progression of hearing aids. Because his hearing had nearly
failed he volunteered for, and was accepted in, one of the early
cochlear implant research hearing aids. Later Don received a
more modern production unit that fortunately restored his
hearing to fairly functional level. Ah, but one day I went to see
Don while he was tinkering down in his basement. This was
early when Don’s hearing was almost gone and all he had were
the old hearing aids that only make sound louder.
Don had connected one of the biggest bells to the phone line so
he could hear the phone ring. That bell went off and I almost
melted down. It shook the entire house. Three blocks away
startled birds were flying out of the trees. Don didn’t even hear
it. I think he disconnected it after that. I am so glad that Don
was able to get functional hearing back again.
On a trip to Dayton Don and I sat together on the rented van.
He and I compared books that we were bringing to keep us
entertained at night. Don was a deeply thoughtful person. He
had a book on the amendments to the US Constitution. Don
impressed me with the depth of his knowledge, his ability to see
every side of a argument and his ability to present his thoughts
in an intelligent highly-informed way. The breath of his
knowledge and his ability to quote other opinions impressed
me. He fundamentally changed my views on some subjects.

Remembering Don-Don, Continued from page 7
religion and philosophy to the US constitution, Western Electric
and old ham radio gear (of course). We took a day trip over to
the Dayton Air Force Museum where Don was determined to
read all the displays. If you walk fast you might be able to just
glance at most exhibits in a week.
I think Don was very happy at the Dayton Hamvention. Getting
him on the bus to leave was sometimes a problem. We had to
almost threaten to leave him there a couple of times.
Don-Don was a serious collector of eclectic technology. Years
ago he brought a very detailed collection of incandescent
lamps as a program for FARC. Somewhere I have the photos but those are from the film days and I don’t quite know where to
look right now. Several of us older guys remember that
program. There were bulbs from the earliest Edison bulbs up
to the 1960s or 70s. Early Edison bulbs had a cotton filament
and were only good for a few hours, so existing working ones
are rare. These were all powered up on an auto-transformer.
The description here just doesn’t do the program justice. Later
I did a film time exposure of the Edison bulb and it was rich in
the ultra-violent spectrum, not at all the light we would be used
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Don was also a deeply spiritual person. On his first trip to
Dayton his highest priority was to find a Catholic church so he
could attend Mass. Don had been an alter boy at age 10 and it
strengthened his relationship to the church. One of our many
discussions on Dayton trips was Don’s unhappiness with the
Vatican II decision to allow service in vernacular languages.
Don’s funeral service was a Solemn High Requiem mass. Two
Catholic hams talked to me after the service to impress upon
me that this was a rare honor. That such was held for Don is a
sign of the high esteem in which Don was held.
Don Donidio was an exceptional man. I never saw him without
a smile, no matter what his troubles were. He inspired all
around him and all who came into contact with him. He met life
with courage, determination and left a lasting positive
impression wherever he went. Don-Don we miss you.

Other SKs
National SK were Jim Haynie, W5JBP-SK, ARRL President
Emeritus; Nate Brightman, K6OSC-SK. In NC: Alfred Quincy
(“Al”) Cooke, NC4AL (SK) of Raleigh; Donald James Cowden,
Sr, N8DDK (SK) of Knightdale; Lloyd Milton Spencer, KA9MNR
(SK) of Charlotte; and, John L. ("Les") Zavadil, W4FRA (SK) of
Rocky Mount.
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Calendar of Upcoming Ham Events
Hamfests, Special Events, Contests,
Club meetings, etc.
By Don WS4NC
[Ed. Note: Newly updated. There really isn’t one source to find this information and putting this together requires digging
across various club Newsletters, NC ARRL Section newsletter (thanks Karl!), QST, CQ and other sources. If you know of a
correction or something that should be here please send it to ws4nc <at> dwepe <dot> com. With your help I can make this a
more useful list including events in NC, GA, VA, SC and TN.] *non FARC event - confirm with event sponsor.

HAMFESTS:
October 31 - November 1 Military Interoperability Exercise. See article
elsewhere in this newsletter or http://www.arrl.org/news/amateur-radiomilitary-interoperability-exercise-set-for-october-31-november-1
11/12/2016-GSARC "BEACHFEST 2016", Old Pee Dee School, Conway,
SC, Grand Strand Amateur Radio Club, http://www.w4gs.org
November 20: JARSFest 2016, Johnston Amateur Radio Society, Benson,
NC, http://www.jars.net
January 14, 2017: Winston-Salem FirstFest, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club,
Winston-Salem, NC, http://www.w4nc.com/ws_classic_hamfest_2016.htm
March 10-11, 2017: Charlotte Hamfest, Mecklenburg Amateur Radio
Society, Concord, NC, https://charlottehamfest.org/
April 15, 2017: Catawba Valley Hamfest, McDowell Amateur Radio
Association, Morganton, NC, http://cvhamfest.com
April 15, 2017: 45th Annual RARSFest/ARRL Roanoke Division
Convention, Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, Raleigh, NC,
http://www.rars.org/rarsfest/
April 28-29, 2017: 2017 SVHFS Conference, Southeastern VHF Society,
Charlotte, NC, http://svhfs.org
September 1-3, 2017: 61st Annual Shelby Hamfest/ARRL North
Carolina State Convention, Shelby Amateur Radio Club, Shelby, NC,
http://www.shelbyhamfest.org

CONTESTS:
10/29/16 CQ Worldwide DX Contest, SSB
0000Z, Oct 29 to 2400Z,
Oct 30
11/3/16
NRAU 10m Activity Contest 1800Z-1900Z, Nov 3 (CW) and
1900Z-2000Z, Nov 3 (SSB) and 2000Z-2100Z, Nov 3 (FM) and 2100Z2200Z, Nov 3 (Dig)
11/5/16
Ukrainian DX Contest
1200Z, Nov 5 to 1200Z, Nov 6
11/5/16 ARRL Sweepstakes Contest, CW
2100Z, Nov 5 to 0300Z,
Nov 7
11/6/16
High Speed Club CW Contest
0900Z-1700Z, Nov 6
11/6/16
DARC 10-Meter Digital Contest
1100Z-1700Z, Nov 6
11/12/16 WAE DX Contest, RTTY
0000Z, Nov 12 to 2359Z, Nov 13
11/12/16 10-10 Int. Fall Contest, Digital 0001Z, Nov 12 to 2359Z, Nov 13
11/12/16 JIDX Phone Contest
0700Z, Nov 12 to 1300Z, Nov 13
11/12/16 OK/OM DX Contest, CW
1200Z, Nov 12 to 1200Z, Nov 13
11/12/16 CQ-WE Contest
1900Z, Nov 12 to 0500Z, Nov 14
11/18/16 YO International PSK31 Contest
1600Z-2200Z, Nov 18
11/19/16 SARL Field Day Contest
1000Z, Nov 19 to 1000Z, Nov 20
11/19/16 LZ DX Contest
1200Z, Nov 19 to 1200Z, Nov 20
11/19/16 All Austrian 160-Meter Contest
1600Z, Nov 19 to 0700Z,
Nov 20
11/19/16 RSGB 2nd 1.8 MHz Contest, CW
1900Z-2300Z, Nov 19
11/19/16 ARRL Sweepstakes Contest, SSB
2100Z, Nov 19 to 0300Z,
Nov 21
11/26/16 CQ Worldwide DX Contest, CW
0000Z, Nov 26 to 2400Z,
Nov 27
12/1/16 NRAU 10m Activity Contest 1800Z-1900Z, Dec 1 (CW) and
1900Z-2000Z, Dec 1 (SSB) and 2000Z-2100Z, Dec 1 (FM) and 2100Z2200Z, Dec 1 (Dig)
12/2/16 ARRL 160-Meter Contest
2200Z, Dec 2 to 1600Z, Dec 4
12/3/16 TARA RTTY Melee 0000Z-2400Z, Dec 3
12/3/16 Wake-Up!QRP Sprint
0600Z-0629Z, Dec 3 and 0630Z0659Z, Dec 3 and 0700Z-0729Z, Dec 3 and 0730Z-0800Z, Dec 3
12/3/16 TOPS Activity Contest
1600Z, Dec 3 to 1559Z, Dec 4
12/4/16 Ten-Meter RTTY Contest
0000Z-2400Z, Dec 4
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12/4/16
12/10/16
12/16/16
12/17/16
12/17/16
12/17/16
12/17/16
Dec 18
12/25/16
12/26/16
1/1/17
1/1/17
1/7/17
1/7/17
1/7/17
1/8/17
1/8/17
1/14/17
Jan 15
1/15/17
1/15/17
1/21/17
1/21/17
1/22/17
Jan 22
1/27/17
1/28/17
1/28/17
1/28/17
1/28/17

SARL Digital Contest
1300Z-1600Z, Dec 4
ARRL 10-Meter Contest
0000Z, Dec 10 to 2359Z, Dec 11
AGB-Party Contest 2100Z-2400Z, Dec 16
OK DX RTTY Contest
0000Z-2400Z, Dec 17
RAC Winter Contest
0000Z-2359Z, Dec 17
Croatian CW Contest
1400Z, Dec 17 to 1400Z, Dec 18
Stew Perry Topband Challenge
1500Z, Dec 17 to 1500Z,
RAEM Contest
0000Z-1159Z, Dec 25
DARC Christmas Contest
0830Z-1059Z, Dec 26
SARTG New Year RTTY Contest
0800Z-1100Z, Jan 1
AGCW Happy New Year Contest
0900Z-1200Z, Jan 1
WW PMC Contest 1200Z, Jan 7 to 1200Z, Jan 8
ARRL RTTY Roundup
1800Z, Jan 7 to 2400Z, Jan 8
EUCW 160m Contest
2000Z, Jan 7 to 0700Z, Jan 8
DARC 10-Meter Contest
0900Z-1059Z, Jan 8
Midwinter Contest 1000Z-1400Z, Jan 8
North American QSO Party, CW
1800Z, Jan 14 to 0600Z,
NRAU-Baltic Contest, CW
0630Z-0830Z, Jan 15
NRAU-Baltic Contest, SSB 0900Z-1100Z, Jan 15
LZ Open Contest 0000Z-0400Z, Jan 21
Hungarian DX Contest
1200Z, Jan 21 to 1200Z, Jan 22
North American QSO Party, SSB
1800Z, Jan 21 to 0600Z,
CQ 160-Meter Contest, CW 2200Z, Jan 27 to 2159Z, Jan 29
REF Contest, CW 0600Z, Jan 28 to 1800Z, Jan 29
BARTG RTTY Sprint
1200Z, Jan 28 to 1200Z, Jan 29
UBA DX Contest, SSB
1300Z, Jan 28 to 1300Z, Jan 29
Winter Field Day 1700Z, Jan 28 to 1700Z, Jan 29

NEARBY HAM CLUBS AND MEETINGS:
**Quarterly QCWA Meeting usually April, June, September and December.
See the website for details. Locations varies. ALL members and guests are
welcome! Wearing your Ham badge is encouraged. Always a good program.
QCWA Chapter 126 Weekly Net: 3.826 MHZ, 8:45AM each Saturday morning.
The next Piedmont Chapter 126 meeting will be held on Saturday, September
10, 2016 at the Best Food Cafeteria in Siler City, NC. ALL members and guests
are welcome! Our meeting room will be in the Steakhouse. Go into the Gift
shop and take an immediate right opposite the cash register. Wearing your
Ham badge is encouraged. Directions: the Best Food Cafeteria is at 220 East
11th Street, Siler City, NC, telephone number is 919-742-2475 and located on
Highway 64 about 1.9 miles West of the intersection with Highway 421, and
right across the street from Marsh Auto Parts. When: Plan to arrive at 11:30 AM
to socialize, dinner at 12Noon, business and program at about 12:45 PM.
Board members are requested to arrive at 11 AM. Program: The program will
be by chapter member Jack Emerson, W4TJE on “The W4TJE Adventures:
Activating Summits on the Air.”
1st Tuesdays Durham FM Association: Meets for Dinner (optional) at
6:00pm and the business meeting and program at 7:00pm. We are meeting at
Bullock's BBQ, on 3330 Quebec Drive in Durham. For more info on each
meeting, check http://www.dfma.org/
1st Tuesdays Davie County Amateur Radio Club: This may not be
accurate. Last info I had was from Kris, KB4MB that “they are ‘slightly’ active,
but basically there is a small group of 2m guys, and a few HF guys and that is it.
Maybe 6-10 members at this point?” Doyle, KM4BGJ advises that “The last
meeting was in August at the Harmon Masonic Lodge located at 3229 Ray T
Moore Rd. Yadkinville, NC 27055 at 7:00 pm. We will be looking forward to this
meeting. The club gained several new members on Field Day and also had a
new Ham get their ticket on Field Days.” Contact Doyle at doyle5362 <at>
yahoo <dot> com
2nd Mondays: The Orange County Radio Amateurs meet at 1900 at the
Orange Count EOC in Hillsborough.
2nd Tuesdays: Raleigh Amateur Radio Society General Meeting on
second Tuesday of each month, Location: Ridge Road Baptist Church, 2011
Ridge Road, Raleigh, NC, 27607. Time: People begin arriving at 7 PM, The
meeting officially begins at 7:30 PM. RARS also meets for a monthly dinner on
the first Tuesday of each month for the RARS dinner. Dinner begins at 6:30 PM.
Next Dinner at Golden Coral, 6129 Glenwood Avenue, Raleigh 27612.
2nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc. at the Red Cross Building
on Coliseum Drive. FCC Exams are offers starting at 6:20 PM (please
preregister at info <at> w4nc <dot> com.) Meetings start at 7:30 PM with a
program on various ham related topics.
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2nd Mondays Rowan Amateur Radio Society at the Rowan County Rescue
Squad Building at 1140 Julian Road. Monthly meetings usually begin at 7:00
PM local time, except for the July and December meetings which are “dinner”
meetings and thus start a little earlier, usually beginning about 6:00-6:30 PM.
Programs may include equipment demonstrations, movies, guest speakers, or
just open discussions on radio. We look forward to seeing you at the next
meeting. http://www.rowanars.org/
3nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc. Business Meeting. Open
to all FARC members and interested visitors. We meet at Hams Restaurant
(how appropriate!) located in Thruway Lower Mall starting at 7PM.
3rd Mondays(?): Guilford Amateur Society usually held at Tex & Shirley's
Restaurant in the Friendly Shopping Center on Pembroke Rd. 6:00 PM to eat,
7:00 PM to meet. Verify the dates at http://www.w4gg.org/

Help! Early FARC Records
by Don, WS4NC
Just in case it isn’t obvious I am trying to locate as much old history of
FARC as I can find. The club was originally called the WinstonSalem Amateur Radio Club. Sadly most all of the early records were
lost in a fire in the club shack around 1960. If you have any early
records of FARC we would appreciate either the donation of those or
at least the opportunity to copy them. Sadly the first thing a family
throws out after a ham dies is the paper work - I’ve been told directly
by one family that “that was just old ham radio papers and work
papers - no one is interested in that trash.”

4th Mondays(?): Guilford Amateur Radio Association Eat at 6:30pm and
the meeting is at 7:15pm. Captain Bill's Seafood & Steakhouse, 6108 West
Market St., Greensboro, NC 27409. Verify the dates at http://www.w4gso.org/
1st Saturdays(?): Tri-County Amateur Radio Club, Thomasville: Breakfast
at 8:30 am on the first Saturday of each month at the Denny's in Thomasville,
103 Sedgehill Drive (map it). For more details see:
http://nc4ar.org/us/page.php?2
Last Mondays: Stokes County Amateur Radio Society SCARS
http://k4stk.com/index.html
Knightlites QRP Club http://www.knightlites.org/
website for details.

Meets in Cary.

See

Briarpatch Amateur Radio Club - Next club meeting in 2015 is ? ; the meeting
will be held at TCRH. Meetings and FCC Test Sessions Test sessions are held
at the Twin County Regional Hospital in Galax, VA unless otherwise
announced. http://galaxbarc.tripod.com

Amazon Smile Program
Do you buy stuff from Amazon? If you do there is a way for FARC to
earn a little money here. Go to the Amazon Smile link below and
register and select Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc. Amazon will
donate 0.5% of your purchases to FARC. It costs you nothing more,
but it benefits the club. Anything you order has to be ordered from the
Amazon Smile link – if, after you register, you forget to order through
the smile program it will usually remind you. Again it costs you
nothing more. Amazon is supporting legal 501c(3) organizations
through this program. Thanks to Raja, KB6MTH for pointing this out.
Www.smile.amazon.com

2 Exciting DXpeditions
BOUVET ISLAND ACTIVATION PLANNED – Three proven
and experienced DXpedition leaders and a large team of
operators have announced plans to activate Bouvet Island
(Bouvetøya), the #2 most-wanted DXCC entity in late 2017 or
early 2018. For further information, see
http://www.arrl.org/news/bouvet-island-activation-planned
(source: ARRL website)
POLISH DXER 3Z9DX REPORTED READY TO RETURN TO
NORTH KOREA ON A MOMENT’S NOTICE – Following a
surprise “demonstration” operation from North Korea last
December, Dom Grzyb, 3Z9DX of Poland, is waiting for the call
that will allow him to return to the #1 most-wanted DXCC entity
for another brief activation. For further information, see
http://www.arrl.org/news/polish-dxer-3z9dx-reported-readyto-return-to-north-korea-on-a-moment-s-notice (source:
ARRL website)
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DAYTON HAMVENTION!
The biggest gathering of hams in the world, really. It is in May.
The Dayton will be undergoing some exciting changes this
year in moving to a new and larger location. Now in the
planning stages the FARC group is looking for 24, that’s
TWENTY-FOUR, to go with us next year. We have about 12
spots filled already. The plan is to have a 24 passenger bus
with a professional driver who will chauffeuring us around
Dayton, to the new location and to dinner. The bus is a nice
modern, air-conditioned and bathroom equipped vehicle so it
will be a great ride. The cost should be under $250 (possibly
well under) for tickets, some booth space and rooms; basically
everything except for your food. We leave Thursday morning
around 8 AM and will arrive back in Winston-Salem Sunday
night. We stay at the University of Dayton in the dorms, 2 to a
room so we save a lot on the cost of the rooms. We will travel
out to one of the better restaurants in Dayton at night and we
will take a walking tour of Daytons’s Oregon district one night.
Other excursions are possible. We have to reserve rooms this
month so this is subject to our getting this many rooms. And we
need to fill ALL the seats. If you haven’t been to an event like
this is your opportunity. Payment (non-refundable unless
someone takes your place) will be due around February. If you
are interested see Henry, W2DZO ( hgheidtmann <at> gmail
<dot> com ). We need commitments very, very soon.
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main one was none other than Doug!
Being a radio experimenter almost from the beginning, he
convinced the press mogul that the paper should have a radio
station, all the rage at the time. They applied for the license and
ordered a transmitter. Rumor has it that the transmitter arrived
before the license and that Doug operated the station a good
bit before the license showed up! I have no idea when my mic
was actually on the air, but I’m betting it was well before WWII.
As for the technical details, I think it’s a ribbon mic, but I haven’t
opened it to see and I have never tried it. There was an article
on building a ribbon mic in a fairly recent QST if you want to
know more about them. Just to show I’m not making this up,
here’s a link to some WSJS history on the web…so it must be
true, right?
Faithful readers (Is there more than one?), you may remember
a reference or two to my grandfather, Doug Lee, in previous
columns. He was born late in the 19th century and was a radio
pioneer and talented craftsman, as well as a major influence on
me throughout childhood. No one would claim he was “nice”,
but he did tolerate my hanging out in his radio, later radio and
TV, shop in downtown Winston-Salem. Since Doug came up
with radio and was a packrat, there was all manner of
semiantique artifacts I could discover and mess with. One I
really liked was a CAST IRON broadcast turntable setup. It’s
gone now, or I would do a column on it. Imagine a major design
effort and some serious manufacturing to produce a two-piece
turntable that weighed at least 100 lb.

http://www.liquisearch.com/wsjs_am/history/1920s%E2%80
%931960s
another good one:

Continued next page

It was two piece because the motor was in one cast iron stand
and the turntable and pickup another. The two stands could be
located anywhere from quite near each other to several feet
apart, with a cloth belt about an inch wide connecting them and
delivering motive power from the substantial synchronous
motor to the turntable… AMAZING. There isn’t that much metal
in the average small car! The idea behind all this is that the
mass of the stands, and their separation, would prevent
vibration from the motor and drive system from reaching the
turntable and being picked up by phono crystal. I tried to find a
picture, but couldn’t, so I’ll finish this part of the story by saying I
ran this monster and that it worked fine. It must have cost a
fortune!
Now our subject for this month, at last. Do you have a
microphone in your shack? I’ll bet everyone, even a dedicated
CW op, does. Some are hand mics weighing a few ounces,
some are desk mics weighing a pound or two, and some are
headset mics coming in well under an ounce. Then there are
the mics in our cell phones. They weigh a few grams, have
excellent response, and cost about a quarter each! But does
anyone have an 18 POUND mic? Since this is the Land of
Magic, I DO! It’s one of the artifacts from Doug’s horde,
extracted after his death back in the 80s.
With that provenance, it has to be significant right? Look
closely at the picture, not at the handsome face but at the mic.
Do you see the letters WSJS? What’s WSJS? It’s the oldest
radio station in Winston-Salem and yes, my mic was used in
the WSJS studio. Now the connection that makes the story:
WSJS was started in 1929-30 by the owner of the WinstonSalem newspapers, with, as is usually the case, some
hardworking people behind the scenes. You guessed it, the
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http://www.wsjs.com/article.asp?id=444661
One of the engineers at WSJS was one of my Elmers growing
up and I did relief engineering as a summer job after my
freshman year in college. After being staunchly dignified and
proper for decades, WSJS was divested by the paper after the
FCC ruled that papers should not operate radio stations.
Things went “downhill” from there, with changes of ownership
and a deterioration of programming, even a spell with chubby
Rush L.!
I worked at the transmitter site when it was a substantial block
building out in the country, with three magnificent triangular
free-standing towers. The 5KW transmitter filled several wide
racks, taking close to 20’ of wall space! I worked recently on a
10KW transmitter that filled about five feet of a narrow rack and
is miserable to maintain. I miss the old one!
Well, that became a ramble, didn’t it? It’s amazing what
memories an old object can revive. And it all happened
because a couple of hams visiting for a cold 807 innocently
said: “Hey, what’s that big old mic for?” 73

QSL Blast from the Past
by Don, WS4NC
For quite some time I have been collecting old QSL cards from
Forsyth County. Usually I look for the 1920s and 1930s but I
also perk up for cards from any FARC ham. Recently I
acquired a couple from J. J. (Jim) Griffith. Hmm, I wonder if he
was related to David Griffith, WA4MKK? It seems that Jim in
1963 gave a then 12-year-old David a Utah transmitter. David
was a newly licensed novice. David tells me that Jim lived here
in Winston and moved to Kingsport, TN in the 1970s or so.
There Jim became friends with Dick Hattaway, K4PKV, another
friend of mine. Seems like it is a small world, though I never
met J.J.
One card is from 1950 and is from Winston-Salem. The earlier
card is from 1939, apparently a younger J. J. operating from
Kingsport, TN.
U ta h tr a n s m i tte r s
were made before
WW2. I don’t think
the company
survived as a ham
manufacturer after
the war, but maybe
they are the same as
the transformer
manufacturer. At
right is a 1936 ad for a
Utah, Jr transmitter
from QST. It used a
6L6 tube as a
powered oscillator.
The 6L6 is the
precursor of the
beam-power tubes
such as the 6146.
$15.95 was about the
same as $275 today.
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Early QSLs from W4FUF.
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Amateur Radio Parity Act
from Karl Bowman, W4CHX
ARRL NC Section Manager
and ARRL
On September 13th, ARRL members received
the following email (slightly edited) from our
Division Leaders, Dr. Jim N2ZZ and Bill N2COP:
“…Amateur Radio needs your help. Please take
a few minutes to read through this entire email,
which will shape the future of Ham Radio. This
past Monday, an important first step in antenna
relief took place as the US House of
Representatives passed HR 1301 The Amateur
Radio Parity Act. The bill now goes to the US
Senate for a vote, and that's where we need your
help. By now you should have received an email
from ARRL asking for you to click on a safe
hyperlink and enter your zip code, which will
automatically send letters to your state's two U.S.
Senators asking for their vote for the Parity Act. If
HR 1301 passes the Senate, it will then go to the
President for his signature and will become law.
Please help us in the effort. It takes only a few
minutes. Please go to this linked website and
follow the prompts:
https://arrl.rallycongress.net/ctas/urge-senateto-support-amateur-radio-parity-act
As elected officials of the ARRL, we are
permitted only reach out to Members. However,
the use of this Rally Congress web link can be
used by anyone who desires to support this
legislation. This is the first federal antenna relief
measure in 31 years since the FCC issued the
PRB-1 ruling. If it becomes law, the Amateur
Radio Parity Act will permit licensed Amateur
Radio operators to set up an effective outdoor
antenna in neighborhoods and subdivisions with
antenna restrictions. Trade industry data
suggest that up to half of all Hams live in Home
Owner Association (HOA) regulated housing.
Furthermore, upwards of three out of four new
housing units are covered by homeowner
restrictions. Antenna restrictions have been an
impediment to operation for many radio
operators, so please take a few minutes now to
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generate letters to your U.S. Senators in support
of HR1301.
Remember who will benefit from this legislation,
in addition to those that are currently impacted: 1)
older Hams who downsize or relocate to smaller
housing; 2) operators who move into assisted
living facilities; 3) Hams who move into HOA
restricted neighborhoods to take care of an aging
or disabled individual; 4) working or military
Hams who are in short term housing; 5) youth
who get an interest in Amateur Radio and want to
become licensed; and, 6) emergency
communicators who can provide vital
neighborhood links with responders and
government agencies. While you may not be
currently impacted by antenna restrictions,
hundreds of thousands of Hams are. Unless
they get a chance to get on the air, the number of
licensed operators will diminish, and with that the
possible future of our hobby and public service.
Every ARRL member needs to contact their
US Senators now –PLEASE! … Our thanks to
the overwhelming number of ARRL members
who contacted their US House Representatives
to help get HR 1301 passed!
73, Dr. Jim Boehner, N2ZZ,
ARRL Roanoke Division Director and
Bill Morine, N2COP,
ARRL Roanoke Division Vice Director.”
Your help is still needed! And, that is why I am
contacting you. Please use the Rally Congress
tool to contact our NC Senators – Senators
Richard Burr and Thom Tillis – to request their
support of HR 1301 Amateur Radio Parity Act by
voting favorably for the Bill. Again, here is the
website for the Rally Congress tool:
https://arrl.rallycongress.net/ctas/urge-senateto-support-amateur-radio-parity-act
Thank you for all that you are doing for amateur
radio, for your community, and for the Grassroots
Campaign for the Amateur Radio Parity Act! 73,
Karl W4CHX, ARRL NC Section Manager, (919)
669-6068 (cell) (sources: ARRL website; Dr. Jim
Boehner; Bill Morine, N2COP)
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Hara Arena, Home of
Dayton Hamvention
Closes
OK, let’s get it out of the way - we all
hated Hara Arena - it was old, poorly
laid out, poorly maintained and (at
least one year) a sewer. But it was
our place we loved to hate. The
Hara Arena is closing and going
away. Even with its deficiencies, it
had a ceratin allure to those of us
who had been there year after year.
The Hamvention must move.
The Dayton ARC has announced
that the Hamvention will move to the
Greene County Fairgrounds in
Xenia, Ohio. In the two maps shown
here to the same scale it is obvious
that the Fairgrounds is a much
bigger place with lots of open green
space. Paved parking might be an
issue but I expect a lot of that open Hara Arena is the large paved spot in the middle of picture. Most of the area around
green space will be used for parking, Hara is other businesses, but the grassy fields were used for parking.
and hopefully for fleamarket.
Those of us who stay at University of Dayton will see little difference in travel, I expect, since Google Maps puts the time to Hara Arena as 21
minutes and to Green County Fairgrounds as 24 minutes. It is longer but better roads and not through town traffic (mostly). Your actual
mileage may vary. We’ll see.
As to the Hamvention itself there will be some adjustment pains. There is less commercial space and some of that will be covered cattle
barns with concrete floors but no AC. Since it is in May that may or may not be issue. Some years it has been cool and below 40 degrees,
some years it has been hotter than a late summer jalapeno.
The buildings are all nearly new, so that is a plus. Sadly Xenia was hit by tornados, most recently in 2000, but that has resulted in all new
buildings at the Fairgrounds. How the fleamarket area will be split up is not clear yet.
The Dayton (now Xenia?) Hamvention is a major event. It draws 25,000+ attendees from at least 60 countries. It is estimated to bring about
$18,000,000 in revenue to the area. Major ham manufacturers usually announce their new products there. The fleamarket is without

The Greene County fairgrounds take up most of the area below. Lots of grassy
areas and new buildings - but some are cattle barns.

comparison. If you walk all the rows
you moved so fast that you can not
see everything, especially in the
fleamarket where the best goodies
usually require some digging.
Our group that goes up each is
limited to 12, although we have
discussed doubling that and hiring a
professional driver and a bus. It is
up for discussion. The costs for the
trip will probably be under $300
(maybe closer to $230) for a place to
stay, tickets and a sitting spot in our
booth. That is an estimate, not a firm
price. Basically all but food.
Payment would be due in February.
The decision on how this will unfold
is still open but will have to be
finalized by the end of September. If
we stay with the 12 probably all spots
are full. We’ll see what happens. If
you are seriously interested see
Henry Heidtmann at one of the club
meetings and soon - as we have to
commit on rooms October 1.
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Minutes of the Forsyth Amateur Radio
Club - 10 October 2016
by Terry Brown (AK4D)
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club
1. Call to Order and Welcome: The 10 October 2016
meeting of the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club at the Red
Cross Building, 690 Coliseum Drive, was called to order by
President Jim Atkins-W4UX, at 7:32 pm. He welcomed all
attendees, approximately 60, who introduced themselves.
2. Treasurers Report and Holiday Dinner Report: FARC
Treasurer Henry Heidtmann-W2DZO was not present at
the meeting, but had given the treasurers report to Terry
Brown-AK4D who reported the club balance to be
$3801.67. Terry also passed on a reminder from Henry
about the 6pm Monday, 5 December FARC Holiday dinner
meeting at the River Ridge Tap House. The restaurant is
located at 1480 River Ridge Drive in Clemmons near the
intersection of US421 and Lewisville-Clemmons Road.
3. VEC Info: VEC Coordinator Dale Mierisch-WB9SZL
thanked all of the VE volunteers that helped with the test
session held before the main meeting. Congratulations to
all three successful candidates listed below.
a. Mary L. McClennan-KM4WPO, Upgrade to General
b. Stan E. Dillon-K4RCA, Upgrade to Extra
c. Michael K. Thorn-KM4OCN, Upgrade to General
4. Repeater Report: Tech Chairman Dale MierischWB9SZL stated that two of the three club repeaters were
operational but lockup issues have been noted with the
146.64 repeater requiring taking it down for repairs. Dale
gave an overall description of the club repeaters to
newcomers and also discussed the ongoing work to get
alternate internet capability to the Baptist Hospital
repeaters.
5. ARES Report: ARES Coordinator Jim MansfieldWA4NOT stated that the club had 245 successful
communication operator hours in the Tour to Tanglewood
event held 17-18 September. Jim also talked about APRS
capability locating participating club members at club
sponsored events and a goal for next year will be for all club
volunteers to have this capability via either smart phone
app or via radio with this capability.
6. Reynolda House Samuel FB Morse Exhibition: Ray
Purdom-K4ZGV gave an update to the club participation at
the upcoming Samuel FB Morse Exhibition at Reynolda
House. Ray indicated that Reynolda House is trying to get
some of the Morse equipment from the Smithsonian
Museum for the exhibit and the club could help with
organizing the display of Morse Code Keys. He indicated
that there will be a Media Day on 16 February with the
exhibit opening day the next day. He will be looking for CW
operators and will be preparing a write-up for the club
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newsletter.
7. Nomination Committee: Elections for all four club officer
positions (President, Vice-President, Secretary and
Treasurer) will be held at the club November meeting. Jim
Atkins-W4UX updated everyone on the results of the
nomination committee. A nomination committee
consisting of Henry Heidtmann-W2DZO, Terry BrownAK4D, Jim Atkins-W4UX, and David McDonald-N5WMB
have found club members who are candidates for all four
club offices for calendar year 2017. The candidates
consist of David Shoaf-KC4X for club President, Geoff
Rudy-KK4MOV for club Vice-President, Jim RegiserKV4SJ for club Secretary and Kent Englebert-K4HKE for
club Treasurer. In addition to the candidates listed above,
the floor will be also be opened for nominations to be from
the floor prior to voting.
8. Scout Jamboree on the Air: Geoff Rudy-KK4MOV,
reminded everyone about the upcoming weekend being
the Boy Scouts Jamboree on the air and encouraged
everyone to make a QSO with the scouts who would be
working on Merit Badges.
9. Presentation by Mason Matrazzo-KM4SII on His
Washington, D.C. Trip: Harlen Cobert-W1HRC introduced
the main presentation speaker Mason Matrazzo-KM4SII,
talking about Mason’s growing love and participation in
ham radio and what led to Mason and his family being
invited to Washington, D.C. to meet with House of
Representatives Virginia Foxx and Senators Burr and Tillis.
Mason’s main mission in Washington, D.C. was to
represent the club and to educate the elected members of
Congress on the Amateur Radio Parity Act and what the
passage of the bill would mean to him and other amateur
radio operators. Mason’s powerpoint presentation was
entitled “KM4SII—Junior Lobbyist”. Mason
enthusiastically told meeting attendees about each detail
of the trip to Washington, D.C. and his meetings with
Representative Foxx and Senators Burr and Tillis and also
his chance meeting with former Senator Robert Dole. After
his meetings and giving elected officials and their staffs a
one page fact sheet on amateur radio and the benefits of
the Amateur Radio Parity Act, he was encouraged to hear
that both Senators were supportive of the Amateur Radio
Parity Act.
10. Baofeng Hand Held Radio Winner: Don EdwardsWS4NC presented Scott Garrison-KM4LDR with a new
Baofeng handheld radio as winner of this month’s contest.
11. Harold Richardson-N4HER surgery: Jim AtkinsW4UX requested that club members keep Harold
Richardson-N4HER in their thoughts as he was having
surgery and could not attend the meeting.
12. CQ World Wide SSB Contest: Don Edwards-WS4NC
indicated that the club shack would be open for anyone
interested operating in the CQ World Wide SSB contest the
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weekend of 29-30 October. Don will be sending out an
email to club members on this.
13. Adjournment of Meeting: Motion to adjourn the
meeting was made by many attendees and seconded.
Meeting was adjourned at 9 pm.

Minutes of the Board of Directors of
the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club - 17
October 2016
by Terry Brown (AK4D)
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club
1. Call to Order and Welcome: The monthly Board of Directors
Business Meeting, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, was held on
Monday, 17 October 2016 at Ham’s Restaurant, 367 Lower
Mall Drive, Thruway Shopping Center, Winston-Salem. The
meeting was called to order by FARC President Jim AtkinsW4UX, at 1932 hours. He welcomed all meeting attendees.
2. Meeting Attendees: The seventeen meeting attendees
were Jim Atkins-W4UX, Harold Richardson-N4HER, Terry
Brown-AK4D, Don Edwards-WS4NC, David Shoaf-KC4X,
John Kippe-K1PPE, Jim Register-KV4SJ, Sam PoindexterNI4TG, Daryl Knight-N5WK, Henry Heidtmann-W2DZO, Dale
Mierisch-WB9SZL, Jim Mansfield-WA4NOT, Doc HollidayWB4QIZ, Geoff Rudy-KK4MOV, Jeffrey Lansing-KM4BON,
Frankie Lansing-KM4CBQ and Kent Englebert-K4HKE.
3. Treasurers Report: Henry Heidtmann-W2DZO, FARC
Treasurer, stated that the club balance was $3801.67.
4. CQ World Wide Contest: Discussion was held on the
upcoming CQ World Wide SSB Contest, which starts at 8pm
local time on Friday, 18 October and ends at 8pm Sunday, 20
October. The club shack will be open in shifts of 8pm to 11pm
on Friday, 10am to 2pm on Saturday and a shift on Sunday
afternoon for club members interested in operating. Don
Edwards-WS4NC will send out an email on this.
5. Nomination Committee: A nomination committee
consisting of Henry Heidtmann-W2DZO, Terry Brown-AK4D,
Jim Atkins-W4UX, and David McDonald-N5WMB presented a
listing of club member candidates for club officer positions for
calendar year 2017. The listing of candidates consist of David
Shoaf-KC4X for club President, Geoff Rudy-KK4MOV for club
Vice-President, Jim Regiser-KV4SJ for club Secretary and
Kent Englebert-K4HKE for club Treasurer. All four key officer
positions are open for 2017, the first occurrence of this in many
years. In addition to presenting the above candidates for
election at the November meeting, the floor will also be opened
for nominations to be taken from the floor prior to voting.

7. December Holiday Party: Henry Heidtmann-W2DZO
reported that he has reconfirmed the 5 December 6pm
reservation for the FARC Holiday party at the River Ridge
Taphouse located at 1480 River Ridge Drive in the shopping
center located at the intersection of US 421 and LewisvilleClemmons Road.
8. Technical and Repeater Report: Dale Mierisch-WB9SZL
updated everyone on the repeater status. The 146.640
repeater was down and a fix was being examined. Lengthy
discussion was held on developing a system to replace the
landline phone connection for access to the repeaters located
in the Baptist Hospital, either pulling new access cables or
setting up a line of sight communication signal from the Red
Cross building.
9. ARES Report: Jim Mansfield-WA4NOT updated everyone
on the after action review of the Tour to Tanglewood MS
fundraiser event. He reported that everyone was pleased with
the communications support the club provided.
10. Firstfest Hamfest: Jim Atkins-W4UX reported that he had
received the ARRL info and prize packet for the FARC Firstfest
Hamfest scheduled for 14 January at Summit School at 2100
Reynolda Road from 7am to 11am.
11. Jamboree on the Air: Geoff Rudy-KK4MOV updated
everyone about the recent Cub/Boy Scout Jamboree on the
Air. He had QSO’s with several Boy Scouts, but it appeared
that Cub Scouts were more active in this event.
12. Upcoming Club Meeting Topics: Planned upcoming club
meeting topics are:
a. 14 November: Don Edwards-WS4NC will give a
presentation on test equipment.
b. 5 December: FARC Holiday party….details are
covered in paragraph 7.
c. 9 January: Show and Tell
d. Future Topics: Skywarn Training, EMP, FD
Preparation (June Meeting)
13. Adjournment of Meeting: Motion to adjourn the meeting
was made by Doc Holliday-WB4QIZ, seconded by Jim
Register-KV4SJ and meeting was adjourned at 2025 hours.

6. Dayton Hamfest: Henry Heidtmann-W2DZO led general
discussion of the 2017 Dayton Hamfest which is reported to be
moved from the FARA arena to the Greene County fairgrounds
at Xenia, Ohio. Discussion was held on potential bus
transportation to the hamfest, housing in Dayton and
preliminary estimates of cost per person.
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Jamboree on the
Air
by Bill, KK4ZIU
Each year Boy Scouts
worldwide participate in
JOTA-JOTI during the third
weekend of October.
We arrived at Camp Raven Knob at about 08:30 and
began setup of equipment. We had expected to
setup at the same location as last year but this year a
Bouncy House had been added to the agenda and
made for cramped quarters. Our equipment list
included four Baofeng HTs, an Yaesu FTM-3200
mobile, an Yaesu FT-840, a MFJ-989D tuner, a
homebrew copper 2m j-pole, a homebrew 40-10m
portable vertical, and Comet CA2x4SR mobile mag
mount. The equipment went together fairly quickly
and soon we were on the air.

Approximately 400 Cubs plus parents this year
versus nearly 1000 Cubs last year. This year we
made 19 outbound and 4 inbound contacts versus
75 outbound last year. As last year, contacts were
made through 2m and 70cm local repeaters. Some
of the contacts included other Cubs in Pilot Mtn. and
Geoff Rudy's scout troop in Lewisville. Our location
didn't lend itself well to HF transmission but
reception was awesome. 40 meters was crowded
with NYQSO party, stations in the NE working the
party, JOTA participates, and western Europe. The
best part of the experience was the priceless facial
expressions of the Cubs as the voice on the HT
asked and answered questions or the HF spoke in
broken English with a heavy European accent.
Many, many, many thanks to the operators,
Scouters, and volunteers that pitched in time, effort,
and donations. Very special thanks to Bob and Mary
McClellan (W3AVB and KM4WPO), for attending,
setting up equipment, and the injecting the
occasional witty humor that made for a very
enjoyable day. The loan of an absolutely easy to
setup and use homebrew HF vertical by Jim Atkins
(W4UX), FARC (W4NC) and Andy Webb (N4VRD)
for graciously allowing the use of their repeaters.
Not to forget my wife, Glenna (KM4PBU) for putting
up with my insatiable radio habit.

Cub Scouts and their parents from the Old Hickory
Council, were at camp for the weekend and the
camp-out theme was survival in the wilderness.
After hurricane Matthew had skirted by the weekend
before, we were able to demonstrate emergency
communication and disaster relief. Unfortunately
attendance was a bit off for the weekend.
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Read-The-Newsletter,
Attend-The-Meeting (RTN-ATM) Maybe win something!
LAST MONTH! DECEMBER WILL BE THE BIG DRAWING!
To celebrate our 85th birthday (12/30/2015) we are

having a special participation drawing. First - you
need to read the Newsletter - hidden within will be some
little stupid saying or poem between two curley brackets { } on
some page. The words have been converted to curves so
doing a CTRL-F will not work; you have to actually look and
read - that requires a small investment of your effort and skill.
Write what you find on a 3X5 card (provided at the FARC
meeting) along with your call.

Teletype Perforation Tape
I know this is a weird request, but we will be needing some paper tape
for the upcoming Samuel FB Morse exhibit at Reynolda House. The
preferred type would be the yellow stuff used on ASR-33 Teletype
machines but the older 5-level Baudot machine tape will work.
Anything with a width under 1-inch but even that is negotiable. The
preferred type would be without the index holes but we are not picky.
We are building a morse code printer for young visitors to take home
their name in Morse code at the upcoming SFB Morse Reynolda
House exhibit. We can find the tape, it isn’t rare, it’s just that no one
has any need for it anymore. Should you have a roll or two (or 50?)
stored away that you would be willing to donate it would be
appreciated and would be going to a good cause.

Select items from ARRL NC Section
Newsletter
by Karl, W4CHX,
ARRL NC Section Manager
REMINDER! MOMENTUM BUILDING TO URGE SENATE
PASSAGE OF THE AMATEUR RADIO PARITY ACT – The
response to ARRL’s call to action urging the support of US
Senators for the Amateur Radio Parity Act, H.R. 1301, has been
gratifying — although the campaign continues. For further
information, see http://www.arrl.org/news/momentum-building-tourge-senate-passage-of-the-amateur-radio-parity-act
(source:
ARRL website) Presently, the US Senate has recessed without
acting upon the Amateur Radio Parity Act. But, that does not mean
ARRL Members should take a break – your help is still needed! As
of October 20th, more than 62,000 letters have been sent to
Capitol Hill, including 1,036 letters that have been delivered to
each office of our US Senators – Senators Richard Burr and Thom
Tillis. If you have not sent letters, please use the Rally Congress
tool to contact Senators Burr and Tillis and request their support of
HR 1301 by voting favorably for the Bill. Here is the website for the
Rally Congress tool: https://arrl.rallycongress.net/ctas/urgesenate-to-support-amateur-radio-parity-act
I want to thank all Hams, Scouts, and Scouters that participated in
Jamboree On The Air, which was held on October 14-16.
Unfortunately, flooding from Hurricane Matthew affected the plans
for several registered JOTA stations in eastern North Carolina,
which resulted in “scaled down” or cancelled JOTA operations. I
am very sorry that Hurricane Matthew affected this worthwhile,
youth program. It is hoped that future Jamborees On The Air
proceed uneventfully.
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Just after the program there will be a drawing for a ham-related
goodie. Each month we will pull one entry from that month the winner must be present to win. At the December, 2016
Banquet all the cards (including monthly winners) received
from 8/2015 to 12/2016 will go into one drawing for a new
mobile 2-meter, 440 radio (Jetstream JT270M or equivalent);
for the Big December, 2016 prize you will not need to be
present to win (but we hope you will); for the monthly prizes
you must be present to win or we will draw another card.
We say JT270M or equivalent because due to the Chinese
imports the market is changing so fast that we don’t know what
will be the best choice 15 to 16 months from now - we will
commit to a particular radio around this time next year. The
costs of all this has been paid by a special anonymous
donation.
The prize for Novemberwill be a pretty, blue Baofeng UV-5R
already programmed, charged and ready to go (the last one).
The odds are really good each month so read and be there.
Repeating the text from a previous month’s Diddle-de-dah-deDon: “There is a new secret message hidden in the Newsletter
- look for {}. Print the secret 4-line message exactly on a 3X5
card (cards will be provided at the club meeting) or you can
print the secret message on the back of a non-refundable $20
bill - $100s are also good (thanks Click and Clack!) and drop it
in the box at the next FARC meeting. Rules: 1) Message must
be exact. 2) Must be on a 3X5 index card and appear exactly
as in the Newsletter. 3) One entry per person. 4) Winner
must be present to win or another entry will be drawn. 5) No
cash value. 6) Prizes may vary.

Diddle-De-Dah-De-Don
by Don, WS4NC

Thanks to all who contributed to this month’s Newsletter. I’m still
looking for any old records that relate to FARC or hams who were in
Forsyth and surrounding counties.
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