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90 Years, and More
by Don Edwards, WS4NC

As we go into our 90th year celebration here is a brief 
history of the Club.  Unfortunately there was a small 
fire in the club house probably around 1960 (I forgot 
the year - that’s close) and some records were 
destroyed.  Pedro, KN4GKY, has scanned many of 
the early Club records so that makes it easier to 
research some things.

Because of a letter from Bob Day, one of the 
founders, we know that there was a radio club in 
Winston-Salem that was meeting as the “Y.M.C.A. 
Radio Club” on Spruce street in the early 1920s.  
That one document, which is held by a collector in 
California, is the earliest reference I have to that.  It 
was published in a previous Newsletter.  There were 
also references on some 1920 QSL cards.  I do 
know that in the early 1920s it was something of a 

This is actually the first QSL card by the club, I think.  I have not 
found any instances of this “in the wild”.  The art work is in the files.  
On page 7 is the only surviving copy of the first real printing of a 
different QSL.  At the bottom right on page 7 is the current copy of 
the mass printed QSL cards from 1933, which I referred to as the first 
W4NC QSL card.  

“thing”  for like minded radio buffs to meet at the 
Y.M.C.A. and there were several clubs across the 
country like that.  We know there were many 
discussions about the need for a radio club in 
Winston-Salem starting in the 1920s.

In October of 1927 there exists in the Club records a 
deed for a tract of land that today adjoins Miller park 
from Mary Dot McClenahan to W. L. Ferrell, Jr., 
Trustee for Westover Park, Inc.; this deed was 
recorded in November, 1927.  There is also a deed 
from a tract of land from Mary Dot McClenahan to 
Clyde R. Brewer, W4RA, and wife Ruth Alice Brewer 
that was recorded the 3rd day of September, 1929.  
This is the tract of land that will become the tract 
shown on the 1933 QSL card.

From the 1933 second incorporation of the Winston-Salem 
Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

Add me to Newsletter email List

Some emails accidently got lost when I transistioned the 
Newsletter list to Mail Chimp.  If you are inside Forsyth 
County and have a ham license please join the club.  If 
you are outside FC (or you don’t have a ham license)  and 
want to be added send me an email with FARC Newsletter 
in the Subject and in the body of the email include your 
email address, name and call so I can easily paste it into 
the list.  Send to dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com

November Program: Brian, KN4R on Ham Radio in the Movies.
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 WILLIAM D DELANEY JR KN4ZBP T   
 GERALD D JACOBS  KN4ZBQ T  
 ROBERT F GRAVELY II KN4ZBR T    
 KEVIN R SLATER  KN4ZBS G    
 WILLIAM T BREAKER  KN4WTB G    
  
Amateur Radio License Testing!

Amateur radio testing is available for new applicants as 
well as upgrades. Exams will be given the 2nd Monday 
of every month, except December, prior to the FARC 
regular meeting.  The normal starting time is 6:20PM  . 
The place is the Red Cross building on 690 Coliseum 
Drive in Winston-Salem. Pre-registration is required via 
e-mail, listing the elements you wish to test for, your 
phone number and email address. You may pre-
register or get additional information via Email to 
testing@w4nc.com  Attention Dale Mierisch WB9SZL

Pre-registrat ion is requ ired via emai l  only, 
testing@w4nc.com - no text messages please, listing 
your name, call - if you have one, the elements you wish 
to test for, your phone number and email address.

Please note that candidates wishing to upgrade their 
license MUST bring:

A)  Their original license for viewing
B)  Two copies of their Signed license (FCC 660 – May 
2007 Form), one of which must be attached to their 
FCC Form 605.
C)  The Original CSCE and One Copy of their CSCE if 
they have a CSCE.
D)  $12.00

Our biggest challenge continues to be encouraging 
upgrade candidates to bring a copy of their license to 
exam sessions.  Effective July 1, 2016, upgrade 
candidates forgetting copies of their license, will be 
dismissed and invited to bring their license copy to next 
month’s exam session.  A copy of your signed license 
(FCC 660 – May 2007 Form), must accompany the 
applicat ion to the FCC. Any missing copies 

FCC Exams Report
and FARC 
Membership

by, Dale Mierisch, 
WB9SZL

VEC Session Manager

Congratu la t ions  the 
following new licensees 
from last month’s testing:
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Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc is a non-profit (IRS 
501(c)3) North Carolina corporation for the promotion of 
Amateur Radio, and for the education and training of hams 
and the general public primarily in Forsyth County, North 
Carolina.

FARC was originally incorporated as the Winston-Salem 
Radio Club on December 31, 1930 and has been in 
operation ever since.  We currently maintain a state-of-the-
art ham station in the basement of the Red Cross, 690 
Coliseum Dr., Winston-Salem, NC and also maintain two 2-
meter repeaters, 146.64 (100 Hz tone) and 145.47 (100 Hz 
tone) and a 444.275 repeater (100 Hz tone).

FARC has a general membership meeting with a program on 
the 2nd Monday of every month at the Red Cross building, 
690 Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem.  The club conducts 
its main business meeting (the Board Meeting) on the 3rd 
Monday generally at 66 Pizza on Stratford Rd just west of 
Hanes Mall Blvd.  This is where most of the club’s business is 
conducted and all attending members have a vote.  All club 
members are strongly encouraged to attend the business 
meeting.  For more information about FARC mail us at 
FARC, Inc., PO Box 11361, Winston-Salem, NC, 27116; call 
336-245-5740; or visit out web site at www.w4nc.com

Club email is to info <at> w4nc <dot> com *

Officers for 2019 are:

President:  Sam Poindexter, NI4TG
Vice-President:  Ian MacArthur, W4STH
Secretary:  Stacey MacArthur, W1LLO

Treasurer:  Kent Englebert, K4HKE
Newsletter Editor:  Don Edwards, WS4NC

Tech and VEC Chairman:  Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL
Hamfest Chairman:  David Shoaf, KC4X

Field Day Chairman:  Henry Heidtmann, W2DZO
House Chairman:  Steve Patterson, WA3RTC

Webmaster:  Terry Brown, AK4D

All content is Copyright 2005-2018, All Rights Reserved, by 
Don Edwards and Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc, unless 
otherwise noted.  Permission is given to reproduce for non-
commercial purposes provided proper credit is given. If you 
would like to help support the newsletter with an ad, please 
contact Don Edwards (email: ws4nc <at> dwepe <dot> 
com).

We trade newsletters with other clubs, and many clubs are 
on our mailing list.  If your club has a newsletter and would 
like to trade please send us a copy.

Submissions and inquiries please send to dedwards <at> 
dwepe <dot> com *

*The “funny” email addresses are to confuse the Spam bots.  
Spam shall be cause of the fall of Western Civilization.  
Either that or the spork.
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unfortunately delays the entire license process for all 
exam candidates. Bring your original Signed license 
(FCC 660 – May 2007 Form), if you have one, two 
forms of ID, $12.00 and successful completion forms 
(CSCE’s - if any).

For new hams, or upgrades, please complete the 
information on the FARC application (usually the last 
page of the Newsletter), if you have not already done 
so, for a free membership to the Forsyth Amateur Radio 
Club (FARC).  Mark the form "New Ham - Exam date". 
Once the form is completed, bring to the next club 
meeting, or please scan and email to me.

Exams are offered before the FARC meeting (2nd 
Monday at the Red Cross) and start at 6:30 PM in room 
109 at the Red Cross building. You are Encouraged to 
arrive early at 6:20 PM Preregistration is strongly 
suggested at info <at> w4nc <dot> com. We try to 
accommodate walk-ins if we can.

How to print a copy of your FCC 
License

by Jim, KV4SJ

To access an official copy of your license:

1. Go to:
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp

2. Log in with your FRN and password. (Also has links to find or get 
your FRN.)

3. Click on “Download Electronic Authorizations” in the links on the 
left hand side.

4. Select your call sign in the box labeled “My Authorizations” and 
click on the Add button to copy it into the “Authorizations to Download” 
box.

5. Click on the Download button to download an official copy of your 
license in PDF format.

This is the official version you need for your wallet card and to display in 
your station. The reference copy does not satisfy the legal requirements.
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October’s 
Mystery Ham

by Don, WS4NC

L a s t  m o n t h :  O w e n 
Garrett, W5LFL .  Again 
Jim Atkins, W4UX, was 
the first get this.  Then 

Terry Good, W3NPS.  Below is from Wikipedia:

The Shuttle Amateur Radio Experiment (SAREX), 
later called the Space Amateur Radio Experiment, 
was a program that promoted and supported the use 
of amateur ("ham") radio by astronauts in low earth 
orbit aboard the United States Space Shuttle to 
communicate with other amateur radio stations 
around the world. It was superseded by the Amateur 
Radio on the International Space Station (ARISS) 
program. SAREX was sponsored by NASA, AMSAT 
(The Radio Amateur Satellite Corporation), and the 
ARRL (American Radio Relay League).[1]

Shortly after the launch of STS-9, On November 28, 
1983 Owen Garriott (W5LFL) became the first 
amateur radio operator active in space. Garriott had 
already flown on Skylab 3, but did not operate radio 
equipment on that trip. On STS-9, he used a 
handheld 2-meter radio to talk to his mother, senator 
Barry Goldwater, King Hussein of Jordan (Jy1), and 
many others. Garriott made approximately 300 calls 
and convinced NASA that amateur radio was useful 
to get students involved in space. Thus began the 
Space Amateur Radio Experiment, also known as 
SAREX.[2][3]

The second successful use of amateur radio in 
space was carried out by Anthony W. England 
(W0ORE) on Challenger flight STS-51F in 1985. He 
completed 130 contacts and sent 10 images via 
slow-scan television. In 1991, STS-37 became the 
first voyage to space on which the entire crew were 
licensed amateur radio operators.[4]

After these flights, amateur radios were often taken 
on the shuttles, as many as twenty-five before the 
program became known as ARISS. Licensed hams 
were able to participate during their free time.[5]

Shuttles that Participated and Licensed Astronauts 
[needs update]
Mission Year Licensed Astronauts
STS-9 1983 Owen Garriott (W5LFL)
STS-51F 1985 Anthony W. England (WØORE)
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FCC Exams in Thomasville

Amateur exams will be administered on Saturday, November 16, 2019 at 
9:30 AM at the Thomasville Public Library at 21 Randolph Street which is 
just down the street from the "big chair" at the railroad tracks at the square 
in Thomasville NC.  Walk-ins are gladly accepted. Bring 2 ID's with one 
being a photo ID and your Social Security number or FRN number.  

PLEASE NOTE: NEW CORES REGISTRATION EFFECTIVE 3-1-19. 
FCC WANTS EVERYONE TO HAVE THEIR FRN NUMBER BEFORE 
TAKING A TEST.

If licensed bring a photo ID and a signed copy of your license for upgrading 
exam. Also any CSCE credits you have which may apply.  The fee is $12.00 
cash--NO CHECKS-- for each applicant.  Also the NEW General Class 
Question  Pool questions effective July 1, 2019.  Wish everyone the best!!

Rae Everhart  K4SWN
Chief Officer W4VEC/VEC
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STS-35 1990 Ron Parise (WA4SIR)
STS-37 1991 Kenneth D. Cameron (KB5AWP), Steven Nagel 
(N5RAW), Linda Godwin (N5RAX), Jay Apt (N5QWL), Jerry L. Ross (formerly 
KB5OHL)
STS-45 1992 Dave Leestma (N5WQC), Kathy Sullivan (N5YVV), Brian 
Duffy (N5WQW), Dirk Frimout (ON1AFD)
STS-47 1992 Jay Apt (N5QWL), Mamoru Mohri (7L2NJY)
STS-50 1992 Unknown
STS-55 1993 Jerry L. Ross (N5SCW)
STS-56 1993 Kenneth D. Cameron (KB5AWP), Mike Foale (KB5UAC), 
Ellen Ochoa (KB5TZZ), Kenneth Cockrell (KB5UAH)
STS-57 1993 Brian Duffy (N5WQW), Janice Voss (KC5BTK)
STS-58 1993 Richard Searfoss (KC5CKM), William S. McArthur, Jr. 
(KC5ACR), Martin J. Fettman (KC5AXA)
STS-59 1994 Linda Godwin (N5RAX), Jay Apt (N4QWL)
STS-60 1994 Charles Bolden (formerly KE4IQB), Ronald Sega 
(KC5ETH), Sergei Krikalev (U5MIR)
STS-64 1994 Richard N. Richards (KB5SIW), Blaine Hammond, Jr. 
(KC5HBS), Jerry Linenger (KC5HBR)
STS-65 1994 Donald A. Thomas (KC5FVF), Robert D. Cabana 
(KC5HBV)
STS-67 1995 Stephen S. Oswald (KB5YSR), William G. Gregory 
(KC5MGA), Tamara E. Jernigan (KC5MGF), Wendy B. Lawrence (KC5KII), 
Samuel T. Durrance (N3TQA)
STS-70 1995 Donald A. Thomas (KC5FVF)
STS-71 1995 Richard Searfoss (KC5CKM), Linda Godwin (N5RAX), 
Ronald Sega (KC4ETH), Shannon Lucid (R0MIR)
STS-74 1995 Kenneth D. Cameron (KB5AWP), Jerry L. Ross 
(N5SCW), William S. McArthur (KC5ACR), Chris Hadfield (VA3OOG), James 
Halsell (KC5RNI)
STS-76 1996 Richard Searfoss (KC5CKM), Linda Godwin (N5RAX), 
Ronald Sega (KC5ETH), Shannon Lucid (R0MIR)
STS-78 1996 Charles Brady (N4BQW), Susan Helms (KC7NHZ)
STS-79 1996 Jay Apt (N5QWL), John Blaha (KC5TZQ), Carl Walz 
(KC5TIE)
STS-83 1997 James Halsell (KC5RNI), Janice Voss (KC5BTK), Donald 
A. Thomas (KC5FVF)
STS-94 1998 James Halsell (KC5RNI), Janice Voss (KC5BTK), Donald 
A. Thomas (KC5FVF)
STS-93 1999 Eileen Collins (KD5EDS), Cady Coleman (KC5ZTH), 
Michel Tognini (KD5EJZ)

Owen Kay Garriott, W5LFL-SK, (November 22, 1930 – April 15, 2019) was an 
American electrical engineer and NASA astronaut, who spent 60 days aboard 
the Skylab space station in 1973 during the Skylab 3 mission, and 10 days 
aboard Spacelab-1 on a Space Shuttle mission in 1983.

November’s 
Mystery Ham

by Don, WS4NC

Another famous 
ham, now an SK.  
This is one ham I 
real ly wanted a 
card from.  You 

have to be at least a certain age to know who 
this is - unless you do a deep dig on the 
internet.  

I’ll give one hint:  This was serious DX.

Any guesses?

THE ASHEVILLE RADIO MUSEUM

There is a planned program in the works for FARC by The 
Asheville Radio Museum.  The Museum will be open on 
Saturdays from 1 PM – 3 PM during June through August 2019.  
We welcome visits from hams, ham club groups and families with 
children – especially those interested in amateur radio and how 
radio waves were discovered and made useful.  Dozens and 
dozens of ham and home radios on display, not to mention antique 
Morse code practice machines and a Morse recorder, a spark gap 
transmitter, World War II radios (Gibson Girl, B17 bomber, Nazi 
propaganda), Asheville's 1930s first police car radio, Philco's 
1930s mystery remote control for console radios, a replica of 
Marconi's first receiver and much more!

Admission and parking are free.  Directions are on 
www.avlradiomuseum.org at the bottom of the home page.  For 
group tours or additional information, please use the contact form 
found near the directions. 

Not able to drive to Asheville?  Take our smart phone tour of two 
dozen interesting items on display.  Download the free app from 
the link at the top of our home page.  Many other Asheville tours 
also available using this app.

An interesting visit is guaranteed for all!

https://www.avlradiomuseum.org/

Page 4



FARC Newsletter Page 

Early QSL from Clyde Brewer, dated 1932.  He worked a 
ZL3AW, New Zealand.  That is essentially fully half-way 
around the world.  The card is in the FARC records.  
Apparently he never sent this card, maybe he rewrote and 
sent another.  I did find a ZL3AW QSL that sold on eBay 
from 1946 at the left.  Don’t know if it is the same ZL3AW, 
but probably is.

November, 2019

The first incorporation of the Winston-Salem Radio 
Club was recorded December 30, 1930.  That 
incorporation and the documents related to it were in 
the FARC records - they haven’t made the scanner 
yet.  I need to dig that book out and get Pedro to scan 
it.  

In March, 1932 Clyde R. Brewer and wife titled that 
property over to A. L. Hege, P. W. Blum, Jr. and G. D. 
Taylor, and their successors in office as trustees for 
the Winston-Salem Amateur Radio Club.  Clyde 
Brewer was the first Trustee of W4NC, a curious call 
since that seems out of sequence to me and 
generally it wasn’t possible to select a call back then.

There are a number of 1932 club records of building 
materials purchased.  Some were probably for the 
building and some may have been for one of the 
wooden towers.  I’m not sure if the building was 
already on the property or if it was just improved; 
according to Wilson, W4BOH-SK’s history, it was 
built on the property.  Also the first of several wooden 
towers was built.  I also have a postcard from Sept 
29, 1932 for a Special Meeting of the W.S.A.R.C. 
that said “Be there” on Friday night from the Asst. 
Sec..  

There are not enough details to work out all of the 
details from the surviving records.  Just that we 
know there was a group meeting starting the early 
1920s and leading up to the first incorporation in late 
1930 and the purchase of land for a building.  
Because there were issues with the f irst 
incorporation with holding property and items of the 

5

90 Years and More, Continued from Page 1

Continued on Page 7
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Yes, we offer FCC exams today starting at 6:20 PM just before the FARC meeting on the second Monday of the 
month.  Back in the 1930s we were instrumental in first bringing exams to Winston-Salem.  They were only 
offered in select cities and only infrequently.  If you missed it, or failed it, wait another year (if it was offered locally 
again) or from Winston-Salem take the train to Norfolk or to Atlanta - and then it may have been offered only a few 
times a year.  No multiple guess either.  Essay questions and draw schematics, and the examiner could, and did, 
still question you in detail.  Not to mention the Morse code exam at 18 WPM.

November, 2019
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value that the Club was about to acquire and the 
Club was re-incorporated in June of 1933, again as 
the Winston-Salem Radio Club, Inc.  There was also 
a note acquired from Piedmont Federal Savings & 
Loan Association to pay for all of this; the Savings 
and Loan’s lawyers probably wanted the re-
incorporation redone - just a guess.  An account was 
opened at Wachovia Bank to manage the Club 
funds.

The question is where do we put our birthday?  Is it 
the original stationary reference to the Y.M.C.A. 
Radio Club about 1921?  Or the first transfer of the 
property in 1927? Or its subsequent transfer in 
1929?  The confusing reference to December 28, 
1930 on one QSL card? Or the first incorporation on 
December 30, 1930? Or the second incorporation in 
1933?  Or any of a couple of subsequent re-
incorporations because of law and property 
changes, with members and property transferred 
over?  Or the final incorporation as the Forsyth 
County Amateur Radio Club, Inc. in 1984? We had 
kind’a stuck with holding December 30, 1930 since 
that was on the early WSARC cards and in each 
case, except the last incorporation, we kept the 

Notice the date, December 28.  This is a rare QSL 
I found “in the wild” that had December 28 rather 
than December 30.  I don’t know why the 
confusion.

This is another variation on the 1930 picture QSL 
card, this one doe not have the founding date but 
has “North Carolina’s own Little America.”  There 
are a number of variations, I plan on publishing 
all the different variations in another Newsletter.

This might be considered the first W4NC QSL card.  It was 
mailed in February, 1933.  The date of the contact was not 
recorded, exactly what should be on a QSL card was a little 
“fluid” in the early days.  Except for the artwork shown on page 
1, this is probably the real first QSL.  I haven’t found any copies 
of the one from the page 1 artwork - that doesn’t mean they 
weren’t used, just we can’t find one.  Its almost a miracle to find 
any.

OK, I lied.  I didn’t mean to lie, it just happened. This is the current FARC 
QSL card.  At the left I put “Original 1930 QSL card”.  That was a little 
sloppy on my part.  The real first QSL is either the one on page 1 or the 
one in the top left.  But they don’t have the “panache” of the photo card.  
There is also a mistake in the text, but I bet you can’t see it.

Continued on Page 8
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name, but most especially the callsign.  Forsyth 
County in the name more accurately represents us - 
but we actually have members outside of Forsyth 
County, sometimes in other states.

It is hard to predict the future.  To meet current laws 
and Club operation we are updating our By-Laws 
now.  In every case efforts were spent to establish th 
corporation as a long-lived resource for the amateur 
radio and local communities.  Since it was legally 
required to establish a time-line for a corporation in 
the 1930s the 1933 incorporation called for “The 
period of existence of this corporation shall be 60 
(sixty) years.”  Due to various legal status changes, 
selling the original land and moving to a 501c3 we 
have had to re-incorporate.  Few corporations run 
forever on their original incorporations.  But we have 
continued to maintain our existence for at least 
ninety years in one form or another, adapting as 
needed.  More than 90 years if we go back to the 
first.  Earlier this year I ran copies of Forsyth QSL 
cards back to 1912 in the Newsletter.  That makes 
Amateur Radio in Forsyth County more than 100 
years old if we count that.  So when did we start?  
Long ago we settled on the December 30, 1930 date 
but in one form or another we pre-existed that.  

A Founding Member’s Memories of 
W4NC

Edited by Don, WS4NC

Below is reproduced a history of the Winston-Salem 
Amateur Radio by one who was present.  I am not 
sure of when this was written down.  I have some 
references to the 1930s and some that are 
considerably more modern,  I knew Wilson, Sr; but 
not as well as I would have liked.  We chatted 
frequently over the air and I know I visited him at 
least once in his home.  I also count George Lamb, 
N4ROT, his wife Marjorie, N4ZKE, and Wilson 
Lamb, Jr., W4BOH, as good friends.  They all have 
been helpful in filling in memories of the early days of 
FARC.

There are some inconsistences of Wilson, Sr.’s 
notes below with the club files; I don’t say that to 
criticize or correct, just that I have been trying to find 

We’ve pitched in for too many emergency situations 
to do a full list.  Some were:  in the 1930s due to an 
ice storm (see W4BOH-SK History) all phone, power 
and telegraph lines were out in the Piedmont and 
W4NC was the only communications in or out of the 
city.  The 1940 records are a little too fuzzy to find 
details of emergency communications in the club 
records.  There were situations in the 1950s where 
we had acquired an old bus and used it for the same 
reasons there exist communications trailers and 
vehicles today and it saw much use. We were 
involved in the Civil Defense issues in the 1950s and 
1960s.  In 1960 we were providing communication 
during a massive snow storm (snowed every 
Wednesday during March - I remember) and we 
were assisting the National Guard.  Since we moved 
into the Red Cross building around 1980 we’ve 
provided emergency power and communications 
assistance for the Red Cross building in a massive 
number of ice storms, wind storms and other issues.  
We’ve sent assistance to many hurricanes, 
including Floyd and Andrew, among others.  Van 
Key, W4WSK, and I went to Miami after Hurricane 
Andrew for over a week and helped provide both 

food and communications.  FARC sent an entire 
truckload of supplies down to Hurricane Andrew 
also.  We’ve even participated in international times 
of crisis, as in with the mid 1980’s Mexico City 
earthquake where we operated for 3-4 days straight, 
24-hours a day handling health-and-welfare traffic 
as the prime communications point.  

Communications needs have changed, but the last 
line of defense is often amateur radio.  We pick up 
that need.  Also we help educate and train.  And yes, 
we are a social bunch too - and that is a good thing.  
FARC members are in the national vanguard in 
moving ARES from the late 20th century to the 21st 
century as AuxComm.  The needs change, the pace 
quickens, we need to adapt and we doing that.  I’ll 
leave with the 3rd item from the Certificate of 
Incorporation from 1933.  The wording has changed 
a little today but really not that much.

 

Continued on Page 10
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This is an undated list of members from the early 1930 files, I think this refers to the orginal 1930 
members.  Because of the way the original corporation was founded, stock certificates were 
issued and when new members joined, or old members left, those certificates had to be accounted 
for.  A long story, and one for which I do not have all the details, but that was a bad idea.  Because of 
those stock certificates the original property had to be sold.  Again that is a long story which lead 
to a lot of hard feelings, and for that reason it is not fully documented.
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the original histories and each version is valuable.  
All the records are sparse so the full story will never 
be known.  When I document I go first to the FARC 
files, then to memories of my discussions of those 
like Wilson, Sr. and Amos Clark, W4ROE, who were 
there, and then to those who knew them.  But sadly 
all of those who were around in the 1930s are SKs 
now.  Amos was the last.

There are references below to a division convention, 
which was held in the 1930’s and there is an original 
brochure in the club files.  That will be the source for 
an article in next years Newsletter.  By the 1930s 
Winston-Salem was the most populous city in North 
Carolina.  There were many, many companies that 
were founded in Winston-Salem, some of which I 
hope to document next year.  Some of those are only 
known to a few, i.e., Sprague Capacitor - or did you 
think that Sprague St was named as a coincidence?

W4NC History, as written by Wilson 
Lamb, W4BOH-SK 

With the birth of 1931 came the birth of the 
WSARC(sic). It was in the last days of 1930 that 
several hams in the city decided to get together and 
see if a ham club could be organized in this city for 
the purpose of having a division convention 
sometime during the year. There being only a few 
amateurs present at this first meeting it was decided 
to call another meeting the first part of January and 
invite all hams in the city interested in forming a club 
to attend. 

The result of this meeting was the organization of the 
Winston-Salem Amateur Radio Club with Al Hege 
4ABT as President, H.S. Carter 4OG VP, C.R. 
Brewer 4RA sec/treas. Committees were appointed 
to draw up a constitution and bylaws, and to see 
about the possibility of holding a convention,(also to 
find a meeting place). The dues at first were 0.25 per 
month and the meeting place, etc. was the operating 
room of the local broadcast station WSJS. The 
meeting place was soon moved to a room at the 
YMCA which was used until we moved in our own 
building. 

Most of 1931 was taken up with convention plans 
and assignments. After corresponding with 
headquarters the convention later was set for the 
last part of September. We needed money to back 

the convention and the club had no ready cash so 
most of the members pledged a fixed amount to 
back the convention with the understanding if the 
convention went over they would return the money 
back; if not it was gone to profit and loss mostly lost. 
The convention went over big and no one lost. The 
programs during this time consisted of talks on radio 
by members and visiting each other's shacks. 

After the convention the club had no object in 
particular to work to until someone suggested that if 
we have a radio club it would be nice to have our own 
meeting place and equipment. A very nice dream if it 
could be made real. This suggestion was followed by 
much talk and plan drawing. 

In the early part of 1932 we were offered a lot in the 
southwest part of the city for a very small sum. At 
once we fanned out and inspected said lot. It met our 
requirements so the club become owner of one lot. 
After much argument a plan for a house was decided 
upon. Then came the question of who could we get 
to build it and how could we finance it. After seeing 
many contractors we found one who was willing to 
take a chance. 

As we were obligated to pay a certain amount each 
month it was necessary for some arrangements to 
be made. This time the membership was divided into 
teams, each team agreeing to pay so much each 
month until the clubhouse was paid for. One 
member on each team agrees to pay the left out 
share if a member of the team is unable to pay his 
part. 

The house was finished in the first part of August, 
1932 and we moved in. This was very nice but it was 
far from complete so the next thing in order was to 
equip it. Not being able to build the kind of 
transmitter we wanted, one of the members 
suggested that he place his station at the club until 
we could build our own. This was very nice and so 
two 65' towers were next on the building program. It 
being summertime these were built of wood by the 
members in the evenings after supper. At last we 
had a club house and transmitter even if it was not 
quite all our own. 

Programs during this time were practically nil as we 
had no time for them due to the fact that everyone 
was busy helping get the "something" built. The 
dues at this time were raised to 0.50 per month and 

Continued from Page 8
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in October we had a booth at the county fair which 
put us before the public more than ever. 

It was in the first part of 1933 that argument and 
dissatisfaction started. It was true that part of the 
members were putting in more money to the club 
than others and all were spending it. Unfair? Yes. Up 
to this time we were operating as a partnership, so 
as to fix things so that every one would share in the 
proportion to the account they put in the club was 
incorporated as a non-profit organization issuing 
membership certificates for each $10 invested. At 
this time the bylaws were changed and the financial 
affairs of the club were placed in the hands of a 
board of directors. The dues at this time were raised 
to .50 per month. By this move we removed about 
75% of the arguments from the meetings. This left 
more time for programs and social affairs. 

During this year a club transmitter was started and 
built. Also a motor generator was bought and 
reworked to give us a 3 kW 110 vac outfit capable of 
operating our club independent of local power 
supply. 

Early in 1934 we were given a chance to 
demonstrate our ability and worth to the community. 
This was caused by the most severe sleet storm 
ever to these parts. This storm cut off all 
communication to and from the city and left us the 

technical implementation 
(Thanks Stacey!).   The 
important issue is that the 
"comment" box must be 
used to note...... donation, 
2020 dues, etc. Setting up 
a  paypal  account  i s 
r e q u i r e d  a t  t i m e  o f 
payment if you don’t have 
one, but works easily and 
is very fluid in the process, 
so much so, that it 's 
almost unnoticed.

From the President
by Sam Poindexter, NI4TG

Paypal is live on the website with a link and 
explanation.  It has been tested several times. 
Stacey, W1LLO, came up with the paypal.me 

FARC Dues are going up . . .

Dues will be goin up next year, but you can still sign 
up at the old rate and use PayPal.   Until the end of 
2019 the dues are $24 for regular annual 
membership; $12 annual membership for seniors 65 
and older, or for students enrolled in full time 
education.  First print the FARC signup sheet at the 
end of the Newsletter and send a copy to secretary 
<at> w4nc <dot> com so Stacey can update the 
records.  Then goto the  web site www.w4nc.com
and click on the PayPal logo.  PLEASE, in the blank 
area where you can send a note to the club, 
PLEASE put in what membership level you are 
paying for and any donations to the club AND YOUR 
CALLSIGN. This information is essential and will be 
sent to the club Treasurer and club Secretary so that 
you get proper credit. You will also get an email back 
stating the amount that you have sent to the club.  
After Jan.1 it goes to $30 and $15.
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Reprinted from December, 2005 
FARC Newsletter

Grady White, WB4YBC-SK
FARC 75thAnniversary

Mike White, N4OBR, Grady White's, WB4YBC, son 
has made an wonderful donation to FARC in honor of 
his father who passed away in the last year [2004]. 
Grady was ceaseless in the donation of his time and 
resources to help others. Even though his wife was 
very sick for the last few years of his life he never left 
her side and he always seemed to have some more 
time to offer to FARC and/or the Red Cross. In his 
honor Mike has donated a restored 1960 Collins 
KWM2 transceiver, an SM-3 desk microphone and 
Collins 516-F2 power supply.

This radio has ties to FARC and to members of FARC. 
It was the RACES radio for Forsyth County and when 
Mike acquired it still had the CD stickers on it. He has 
had it professionally restored to original condition - it 
looks absolutely as new. The cabinet was stripped and 
repainted by a professional, the chassis was stripped 
and cleaned and all Collins service bulletins have been 
done. Everything is as shiny as a new penny. This is a 
NEW radio! It is beautiful! The Collins microphone and 
power supply also have had the star treatment and 
look like new.

It will be “christened” at the 75 Anniversary special 
event. Unfortunately I don’t have a photograph of the 
radio yet but you can see it by showing up at the 75th 
Anniversary event December 17 at the Red Cross.

There are few words to describe our thanks to Mike for 
his wonderful gift. At the January board meeting we will 
make plans to ensure that Mike’s generous donation 
will be a continuing memorial to Grady and his work.

Collins KWM-2
by Don, WS4NC

In the early 1950s radios were BIG, HEAVY and 
consisted of a transmitter and a receiver.  Then 
along came Collins with the KWM-1.  Small, 
relatively light weight and was state of the art.  The 
Elecraft/Flex/Yaesu/Kenwood/Icom top dog of its 
day.   It was improved in the late 1950s to a KWM-2.  
The KWM-2A had a crystal pack so it could work on 
about any frequency in the 3.5 - 30 MHZ range.  Go 
into any 1960s military, embassy or government 
facility up to the 1980s, and even later, and there 
would most like be a KWM-2.

Around 1960 Forsyth County acquired with CD 
funds or other government funds a KWM-2 for 
RACES work.  It belonged to the county.  That radio 
bounced around for years from closet to closet but it 
was clearly the property of Forsyth County.  Grady 
White, WB4YBC’s son Mike White, N4OBR, worked 
out a deal with the county.  They needed some 
modern radio gear but had no money to allocate for 
it.  Mike bought the equipment the county needed in 
exchange for the KWM-2.  I understand that it was in 
fairly sad shape by then.

Continued on page 12
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CQWW 2019
by Don, WS4NC

CQWW was kind’a a last minute affair this year.  I 
asked at the October meeting who was interested.  
Mason, KM4SII, with the exuberance of youth, had 
already asked to work from W4NC as the beams and 
amplifierrs exceed his home station.  Mason 
showed his mastery of working a contest by taking a 
seat at Field Day 2019 and I don’t think he moved for 
24 hours.  He single-handedly worked more stations 
than anyone I think.  Those who answered the 
CQWW call were Ken, K2KXK; Kent, K4HKB, 
Henry, W2DZO (who had to back out for work and 
family); Dan, W0RO; and of course WS4NC.

I only got a picture of Mason and Ken.  Conditions: 
just about awful, like all HF conditions these past few 
years.  You reading this Mr. Sol? -  Get busy!  There 

Mike sent the radio to Collins specialists that 
basically stripped the radio down to the chassis and 
rebuilt it like a new one.  The only obvious mods are 
the addition of a modern fan system to keep it cool.  
This was about 2003 or 2004.  When Mike’s dad, 
Grady passed away he donated that radio to Forsyth 
Amateur Radio Club in memory of his dad.  

When we acquired this radio in 2004 it was in every 
way possible a new radio.  During our 75th 
anniversary we used this radio to help celebrate.  
Plans are in the works to use this in our 90th 
celebration next year.

Sometimes older hams see it and ask “Why do you 
keep that old stuff around?”  Which is followed by, 
“Oh, I’d like to buy it.”  It almost caused a coup in the 
Club.  It is not for sale, trade or barter.  The subject 
came up recently, only because its history was not 
known.  I apologize when I almost bit someone’s 
head off.  It is understandable when the history is not 
clear and we are evualting how to meet our current 
needs.  

The plan is to install it in the center of the console in a 
place of honor. We do need to get a plaque to honor 
Grady for the radio.  The HF shacks needs so much 
attention that not everything gets done.  It will get 
done next year. The radio does not get fired up very 
often for several reasons.  1.  The newer rigs 
interface to computers and have features we need 
for various events.  2.  It takes some special 
knowledge to operate it - if you don’t know how to 
tune it you will burn up the final tubes, and they are 
getting harder to get and cost about $100 for a real, 
honest, NOS pair.  It is saved for special reasons.  
One of those are events like our 90th anniversary.  
One is it really is a spare that will probably be running 
after the bomb is dropped.  It will survive an EMP 
event.  And obviously it is in memory of a great ham 
who quietly, constantly devoted his service to FARC 
and to the Red Cross.

Mason, KM4SII operating the 2019 CQWW-SSB Run 
station - a spot he did almost all weekend.

Ken, K2KXK, working mults.
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were issues with getting the station up and 
running.  We hadn’t done a contest since FD - 
which means the radios had not been fully re-
installed.  And CQWW should have weeks of 
preparation.  It had 3 hours just before the 
contest started.

Prob lems:   Amps weren ’ t  connected.  
Contesting software wasn’t properly installed - 
we have the paid version of Writelog and usually 
use it for CQWW.  But one computer has been 
upgraded to Windows 10 and our version would 
not load.  We got N1MM running, networking, 
and even connected to the packet cluster.  Next 
big issue:  One K3 has a blown front end.  You 
guys remember the board meeting where we 
argued about getting Polyphasers for the shack.  
That purchase was delayed.  In the meanwhile it 
appears that the lightning that took out our cable 
also got the 80-10 dipole,  which was connected 
to the right K3 for Remotehams.  The tower is 
safe but still needs polyphasers if we are going 
to leave antennas connected for Remotehams.

Ran home and got my K3, so we were back in 
business.  Due to band conditions we actually 
got some sleep.  While some of us helped, this 
was primarily Mason’s party.  Final results:

QSOS:  1144; Points:  2988; Zones: 87; 
Countries: 305; Points/QSO: 2.6; Final score 
before log checking: 1,171,296

That is seriously not bad, especially when you 
consider we were almost useless on 80 and 160 
meters.

Observations:  The 80-10 Folded Loaded Dipole 
works better than no antenna.  And it works 
better than no antenna on all bands.  But it 
needs to go.  The military is fond of these 
because they don’t need tuning - but then the 
military just dumps kilowatts of power in when 
needed. There is a plan for an off-center fed 
dipole that will do the same job but better.  I’m 
building several and FARC will be one of the first 
installed.



Calendar of Upcoming Ham 
Events
Hamfests, Special Events, 
Contests, Club meetings, etc.

By Don WS4NC
[Ed. Note:  Newly updated.  There really isn’t one source to find this information and putting this 
together requires digging across various club Newsletters, NC ARRL Section newsletter (thanks 
Karl!), QST, CQ and other sources. If you know of a correction or something that should be here 
please send it to ws4nc <at> dwepe <dot> com.  With your help I can make this a more useful list 
including events in NC, GA, VA, SC and TN.]   *non FARC event - confirm with event sponsor.

Hamfests, Contests and other events:

November 18: JARSFest, Johnston Amateur Radio 
Society, Benson, NC, http://www.jars.net

January 11 Winston-Salem First-Fest, see w4nc.com for 
details

March 13-14 Charlotte Hamfest/ ARRL NC Section 
Convention, Cabarrus Area and Events Center, 4751 NC 
Highway 49 N, Concord, NC  
http://www.charlottehamfest.org  Talk-In: 146.655 
MHz (-600, no tone).  Public Contact: Tim Slay N4IB, 
v i a  ph o ne  a t  7 0 4 -9 48 - 7 3 7 3  o r  em a i l  a t 
info@charlottehamfest.org

Starting December 10 and running through Jan 
14Amateur Radio License Class in High Point, NC.  
Contact Rick, KK4RR 336-687-8001 or email at 
KK4RR@mac.com

NEARBY HAM CLUBS AND MEETINGS:
Please see www.w4nc.com for more up-to-
date information

**Quarterly QCWA Meeting usually April, June, September 
and December.  See the website for details.  Locations 
varies.  ALL members and guests are welcome! Wearing 
your Ham badge is encouraged.  Always a good program. 
QCWA Chapter 126 Weekly Net: 3.826 MHZ, 8:45AM each 
Saturday morning.   Next Meeting:  The next Piedmont 
Chapter 126 meeting will be held on December 7 at 
Yarborough’s Restaurant in Lexington. All members and 
guests are welcome! Wearing your Ham badge is 
encouraged.

1st Mondays High Point Amateur Radio Club HPARC 
meets the first Monday of each month at Rancho's, 10463 
North Main Street in Archdale. The meeting usually begins at 
7:00 PM with many members gathering for a meal around 
6:30 PM.  www.w4ua.org (Updated 7/12/19 Thanks to David 
AJ4TF)

Last Saturdays GSO/HP VE testing The High Point FCC 
Testing session is on the last Saturday of the month (except 
June, Nov, and Dec) at Hickory Chapel Wesleyan Church, 
301 Hickory Chapel Road, High Point 27260. Reservations 

required 3 days in advance. You need to bring two forms of ID 
including a Photo ID and a photocopy of any previous 
licenses and/or CSCE's. The testing fee is $12.00 payable by 
cash only. Other dates and locations can be found on the 
W4VEC.ORG web site. Please contact David Macchiarolo at 
AJ4TF@arrl.net. Testing starts at 10:00 AM (Updated 
7/12/19 Thanks to David AJ4TF)

2nd Saturdays GSO/HP VE Testing The Greensboro 
session is the second Saturday of each month (except for 
March) at Hinshaw United Methodist Church located at 4501 
High Point Road, Greensboro, NC 27407. Reservations are 
not required, but advised. Please contact David Macchiarolo 
by e-mail at AJ4TF@arrl.net Testing starts at 9:00 AM. You 
need to bring two forms of ID including a Photo ID and a 
photocopy of any previous licenses and/or CSCE's. The 
testing fee is $12.00 payable by cash only. Other dates and 
locations can be found on the W4VEC.ORG web site.  
(Updated 7/12/19 Thanks to David AJ4TF)

1st Tuesdays Durham FM Association   : Meets for Dinner 
(optional) at 6:00pm and the business meeting and program 
at 7:00pm.  We are meeting at Bullock's BBQ, on 3330 
Quebec Drive in Durham. For more info on each meeting, 
check http://www.dfma.org/

1st Tuesdays Davie County Amateur Radio Club   : The 
last information I have is that this club is no longer active.  
Several SKs and a small ham population have made it hard.

2nd Mondays:  The Orange County Radio Amateurs meet 
at 1900 at the Orange Count EOC in Hillsborough.

2nd Mondays:  Raleigh Amateur Radio Society General 
Meeting on second Monday of each month, Location: Ridge 
Road Baptist Church, 2011 Ridge Road, Raleigh, NC, 27607.  
Time: People begin arriving at 7 PM, The meeting officially 
begins at 7:30 PM.  RARS also meets for a monthly dinner on 
the first Tuesday of each month for the RARS dinner. Dinner 
begins at 6:30 PM.  Next Dinner at Golden Coral, 6129 
Glenwood Avenue, Raleigh 27612.  

2nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc  . at the 
Red Cross Building on Coliseum Drive.  FCC Exams are 
offered starting at 6:20 PM (please preregister at info <at> 
w4nc <dot> com.)  Meetings start at 7:30 PM with a program 
on various ham related topics.

2nd Mondays Rowan Amateur Radio Society at the 
Rowan County Rescue Squad Building at 1140 Julian Road.  
Monthly meetings usually begin at 7:00 PM local time, except 
for the July and December meetings which are “dinner” 
meetings and thus start a little earlier, usually beginning 
about 6:00-6:30 PM. Programs may include equipment 
demonstrations, movies, guest speakers, or just open 
discussions on radio. We look forward to seeing you at the 
next meeting.  http://www.rowanars.org/  (Please confirm 
with a member of the Rowan Club. (I understand there is a 
discussion about moving meeting nights so that joint 
meetings can be made with FARC.  We’d love that!)

3nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc. 
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Business Meeting  . Open to all FARC members and 
interested visitors.  We meet at 66 Pizza, on Stratford Rd just 
past Hanes mall Blvd and behind Village Tavern.  We start 
arriving for dinner about 6-ish, the meeting is at 7:30.  

3rd Mondays(?):  Guildford Amateur Society usually held 
at Sarah’s Kabob Shop on 5340 W. Market Street in 
Greensboro, 27409,  at 6:00 PM to eat, 7:00 PM to meet.  
Verify the dates at http://www.w4gg.org/ (updated 8/13/19 by 
Ken, KW4UC)

4th Mondays(?):  Guildford Amateur Radio Association 
Eat at 6:30pm and the meeting is at 7:15pm.  Sara’s Kabob 
Shop on 5340 W. Market Street in Greensboro 27409.  Verify 
the dates at http://www.w4gso.org/ (updated 8/13/19 by Ken, 
KW4UC)

1st Saturdays(?):  Tri-County Amateur Radio Club  ,
Thomasville: 2nd Saturday at Loflin's Rest. 108 Randolph 
St., Thomasville.  8:00a to eat, 8:30 to meet.  (Updated 
7/12/19 by Bill KK4ZIU)

Last Mondays:  Stokes County Amateur Radio Society 
SCARS http://k4stk.com/index.html

Knightlites QRP Club http://www.knightlites.org/  Usually 
meets in Cary.   Spread the word. See website for details.

Briarpatch Amateur Radio Club -  Next club meeting is ? ; 
the meeting will be held at TCRH. Meetings and FCC Test 
Sessions Test sessions are held at the Twin County Regional 
Hospital in Galax, VA unless otherwise announced.  
http://galaxbarc.tripod.com  (This has not been updated for a 
while.)

Any clubs not mentioned or listed incorrectly are welcome to 
send a note to dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com and include 
any updates or additions.
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I found this while searching for some 
information on an old Simpson meter.  I want to 
know what kind of sensor they used for this.  
And wherever it was used, I want to be far, far 
away.
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Upcoming Programs

October Program:  Harold, N4HER had a nice polished 
program on soldering basics.  Great job, lot of material to 
cover and Harold covered the basics very well.  It is available 
on the W4NC.com site, which will take you to youtube.  The 
program starts about 25 minutes in.

November Program:  Brian Harrison, KN4R, from 
Sherrills Ford (near Charlotte) is going to be talking 
about radios loaned to “Across The Pacific”, an 
upcoming PBS documentary about the early days of Pan 
Am… and a Zenith Clipper radio loaned to the movie 
production house who just finished "Midway 2019”, 
which comes out in theaters on Nov 8th…!

December will be our annual meeting which will occur on the 
SECOND Monday of the month at Mi Pueblo’s on Stratford 
road, December 9 starting at 6 PM.

The main FARC meeting night is always the Second Monday 
night at the Red Cross Building on Coliseum Drive with the 
meeting starting at 7:30 PM (7:29:56.5 PM this month!).   
FCC testing is usually available, please preregister at info 
<at> w4nc <dot> com.  Examinees should plan on arriving at 
6:15 PM.  

The FARC Meeting is on the Third Monday of the Business 
month at 66 Pizza on Stratford Rd just west of Hanes Mall 
Blvd.  The meeting starts around 7:30 pm.  (We usually 
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The September, 2019 Cover and inside artilce in 
Electric Radio is about the upcoming PBS 
documentary about the early days of Pam 
American Airways.  This documentary will be a 
feature part of our November Program by Brian, 
N4HR.



Minutes of the Forsyth Amateur 
Radio Club Meeting – 14 October 
2019

By Stacey MacArthur, W1LLO 
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

1. Call to Order and Welcome: The 14 October 2019 
meeting of the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club at the Red 
Cross Building, 690 Coliseum Drive, was called to order 
by President Sam Poindexter (NI4TG) at 1925 hours. 
Sam welcomed all attendees, approximately 40, for 
coming out this evening, and invited each to give their 
name and callsign. 

2. Announcements: Suggestions via write in were 
requested for ideas for the 90th anniversary; index 
cards and a submission box were provided. The 
December meeting is the annual Christmas party at Mi 
Pueblo on Dec 9th; 6pm at 644 S. Stratford Road in 
Winston-Salem. CQWW contest is coming up and 
W4NC will be running a station. Contact Don Edwards 
(WS4NC) for more information.

3. Officers: The committee to choose officers for 2020 
met in August.  Sam (NI4TG), Doug (W4STH), Stacey 
(W1LLO), and Kent (K4HKE) have volunteered to 
continue for another year, and other nominations 
remained open. A call for a final vote was called and 
passed, the officers remain for 2020.

4.  Treasurer's Report: Our balance in the bank is 
$2747.20. Ham Fest brought in $940.00.  $715.00 in 
admission, tables and tailgate fees of $180.00, and 
$45.00 in food donations. With $150.00 for the church 
donation, and a food cost of $51.31 we have a net 
takeaway of $738.69.

5.  Auxcomm/Ares: Thank you for all who came out for 
Tour to Tanglewood. There were 37 amateurs who 
volunteered for the event from across the state. 1200 
bike riders for the weekend. $802,000 in donations for 
MS thus far with an anticipated $810,000 by the end of 
the collection process. Good feedback from all 
involved. October 26th Basic Communications class, 
November 16th EOC Net Controller class. Both from 
8am – 5pm at the Red Cross building. DOD amateur 
operators to work with MARS operators on a trial basis. 
More information to come.

6. Club Dues: The bylaws state the club dues are to be 
reviewed by the board of directors yearly and adjusted 
based on the upcoming year's budget. Thus far, the 
dues have not been changed since 2005. Based on 
this, a small dues increase was discussed to reflect the 
current needs of the club. The proposed $15-Senior, 

$30-regular member increase will go into effect January 
1st, 2020. Members electing to pay their dues prior to 
January 1st may pay the old rate of $12 and $24. No 
objection heard from attending club members. Dues 
may now be paid online via the PayPal link on 
W4NC.com.

7. Program:  This month's program was Soldering 
Basics by Harold Richardson (N4HER).  The entire 
p r e s e n t a t i o n  c a n  b e  v i e w e d  a t 
https://youtu.be/wCdUuZjXavs.

8.  Testing and Repeater Report:  Dale Mierisch 
(WB9SZL) presented the testing and repeater report. 
Nine tests where given with two passing the General, 
and four passing the Technician. Baptist hospital 
146.64 is up, but range is still limited. The 444.275 
repeater is still bombarded with interference from a 
nearby RF source, S9+30, so the repeater has been 
taken temporarily offline. 145.47 repeater is up, and 
EchoLink is working properly on both the .47 and .315 
repeaters. Link receiver is being worked on, and the 
internet router has been replaced.

9. Business Meeting: Sam (NI4TG) reminded everyone 
about our upcoming business meeting next Monday at 
Sixty-Six Pizzeria on Frontis Plaza Street, right near 
Academy Sports. The meeting starts at 7:30; we get 
there between 6:00 and 7:30 to eat and hang around 
until 9 or so.

10.  Adjournment of Meeting:  A motion was made and 
seconded.  Meeting was adjourned at 2057.

11.  Partial List of Meeting Attendees:  Below is a partial 
list of FARC meeting attendees.

Don Edwards WS4NC, Stacey MacArthur W1LLO, 
Sam Poindexter NI4TG, Michael Pope K4OLD, Mike 
Vernon W4MAV, Harold Richardson N4HER, David 
Shoaf KC4X, Jim Register KV4SJ, Dale Mierisch 
WB9SZL, Doug MacArthur W4STH, Steve Patterson 
WA3RTC, Doc Holiday WB4DOC, Steven Mierisch 
KG4JWU, Jeff Stafford AC4YN, Mark Gaines KM4TUK, 
Steve Weifenbach KN4LKP, Terry Good W3NPS, 
Robert Meier AA9AU, Henry Smith W4HHS, Mary 
McClellan KM4WPO, Bob McClellan W3AVB, Bruce 
Thompson AD4ET, Doug Rice KJ4IGQ, William 
Breaker KN4WTB, Wayne Collins KK4ZHL, Harlan 
Cobert W1HRC, Ron Gregoire W4UDB, Kent 
Englebert K4HKE, Jim Bielski KJ4FIN, David 
McDonald N5WNB, Jerry Minor K4GW, Phil Simmons 
KU4GP, George Lamb N4ROT, Ken Kayser K2KXK, 
Marcus Johnson N4MFJ, Davis Nicholson N2AWE, 
Dan Scott W0RO, Boyce Rogers WB4WOM, Gerald 
Jacobs, Steve Green. 
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Minutes of the Forsyth Amateur 
Radio Club Business Meeting 
- 21 October 2019

By Stacey MacArthur, W1LLO
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

FARC Newsletter

1. Cal l  to Order  and 
Welcome:  The monthly 
B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s 
Business Meeting, Forsyth 
Amateur Radio Club, was 
h e ld  o n  Mo n da y,  21 
October 2019 at Sixty Six 
Pizzeria, 3440 Frontis St, 
Winston Salem.  The 
meeting was called to 
order by FARC President 
Sam Poindexter, NI4TG, 
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at 1930 hours, welcoming all meeting attendees. 

2. Meeting Attendees:  The 21 meeting attendees 
were Jerry Minor K4GW, Don Edwards WS4NC, Ian 
MacArthur W4STH, Stacey MacArthur W1LLO, 
Sam Poindexter NI4TG, Harold Richardson 
N4HER, Michael Pope K4OLD, Stephen Patterson 
WA3RTC, David Shoaf KC4X, Pedro Tomas 
KW4GKY, Terry Brown AK4D, Jim Register KV4SJ, 
Van Key KC4WSK, Dale Mierisch WB9SZL, Steven 
Mierisch KG4JWU, Robert Meier AA9AU, John 
Kippe K1PPE, Geoff Rudy KK4MOV, Ron Gregoire 
W4WDB, Ken Kayser K2KXK, Jeff Stafford AC4YN.

3. Christmas Party: The annual Christmas party at 
Mi Pueblo on Dec 9th has been confirmed. We will 
meet at 6pm at 644 S. Stratford Road in Winston-
Salem.

4. November Presentation: The November meeting 
presentation will be by Brian Harrison; Ham Radio in 
the movies.

5. Landscaping:  A team to clear the brush and fell 
trees that have built up around the antenna at the 
Red Cross; two or three people are needed and will 
take approximately 2-3 hours. Fence to be put up 
around the tower for safety reasons. The Red Cross 
building will be getting a new roof at some point 
soon. 

6. Ham Fest: The October ham fest went very well. 
There were an estimated 142 tickets sold. The next 
Ham Fest will be on 11th of January, 2020.

7. Budget: According to the bylaws, a budget should 
be established yearly. Discussion of what minimum 
should be maintained in the club bank account, as 
well as required expenditures and insurance 
premiums. More information from the club treasurer, 
Kent Englebert (K4HKE) is needed to make a final 
determination.

8. Club Auxcomm Go Box: During Tour 2 
Tanglewood bike race, the TYT radio that was 
installed in the Auxcomm go box failed. The 
previously mentioned FTM-100DR which has not 
yet been purchased, has been slated to possibly 
replace the failed TYT. Since this falls so close to 
November, the club will wait for any possible after 
Thanksgiving deals before purchase.

9. Dues: A small dues increase was discussed to 
reflect the current needs of the club. The proposed 
$15-Senior, $30-regular member increase will go 
into effect January 1st, 2020. Members electing to 
pay their dues prior to January 1st may pay the old 
rate of $12 and $24. Members may now pay their 
dues via PayPal. See the W4NC website for details.

November, 2019

In Marconi’s Footsteps: 1894 to 1920 Early Radio by Peter 
R. Jensen.  $130 from Midway Used and Rare Books.
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HAM FESTIVAL!

ARRL SANCTIONED
FORSYTH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC

January 11, 2020
At this beautiful location:

Robinhood Road Baptist Church
5422 Robinhood Rd, Winston-Salem, NC 27106

7AM until Noon.

See W4NC.com for additional details.

$5 admission at the entrance to parking 

Talk-In: The talk-in frequency will be 
145.470 MHz, pl tone 100 Hz. 

Dealers will be attending in the INDOOR area. 

Door Prizes: Yes, many 

Indoor Tables: On a first come-first serve basis, a limited number of tables will be 
available inside for a $10 fee per table. 

Flea Market Area:Fleamarket spaces are available for $5 per parking space until 
sold out.

FCC Testing: Not planned, but there will be the normal license session at the 
next FARC Club meeting on Monday, 13 January

Saturday, January 11, 2020



Continued on the next page
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FORSYTH COUNTY AUXCOMM – 
ARES MEMBERS ARE BUSY

by Harlan Cobert, W1HRC

Members of Forsyth County 
AuxComm – ARES have 
been a busy lot.  Not only 
does an average of 21 
members check into our 
weekly Thursday evening 
training nets (8:30pm on 
145.470+ 100hz), they 
have been working public 
s e r v i c e  e v e n t s  a n d 
attending other training.

October 26 EmComm 101 – Basic 
Emergency Communications Course

October 26 was the  Emergency Communications 
101 class.  It was presented at the Red Cross 
Building on Coliseum Drive.  Those attending were:  
KW4UD Linda Worland; KW4UC Ken Worland; 
W4GYPO Gaff Pearce; KK4ZHL Wayne Collins and 
Wyatt the wonder dog; K4OLD Michael Pope; 
N2AWE David Nicholson; W4OIL David Ramsey; 
W3NPS Terry Good; W1LLO Stacey MacArthur  
(Instructor Training); WS4NC Don Edwards.  The 
next course will be in the spring.  The course will 
provide you with the knowledge needed to perform 
as a Communicator during emergency or disaster 
operations as well as public service events. This 
course is required to be qualified to work in the EOC 
or Command Post location. Additionally completion 
of this course is a prerequisite for taking the EOC 
NCS COURSE. The 8-hour course provides a lot of 
information for members including the basics of 
emergency communications, proper prowords, 
tactical call sign use, and much more. 

November, 2019

Seen this form before?

If you haven’t filled out one of these recently, we 
need to update our records.  We are working on 
getting a form that can be filled out on line, but until 
then how about filling a new copy (see the next-to-
the-last page) and either emailing it to Stacey, 
W1LLO or give her a copy a the next FARC meeting.  
Harlan would also like an updated ARES/AuxComm 
form.  And while you are at it . . . 
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November 16 EOC NCS COURSE

This course is conducted annually or more often as 
needed by Forsyth County AuxComm - ARES. This 
course is designed to provide personnel the training 
and information they need to be qualified as a 
Communicator or Communications Team Leader 
within Forsyth County AuxComm - ARES. The 
course provides training on the ICS forms to be 
used, interfacing with EOC staff and local EOC 
procedures. This course is one of two that are 
required to be designated as a Communication 
Team Leader for EOC and Command Post 
operations.  Prerequisites: It is preferred that 
students have completed ICS-100, ICS-200, ICS-
700 and ICS-800 as the course is ICS based.  
When: Nov 16, 2019 0800-1700  Location: Red 
Cross Building room 09 (Forsyth Amateur Radio 
Club meeting room)

After completing training these AuxComm – ARES 
members are qualified as:

RA DI O  O P E RATO R 
(These member are still 
comp le t i ng  the  ICS 
courses and wi l l  be 
Communicator qualified 
once these courses are 
completed):  Steven 
( K M 4 O C R ) ,  D a v i d 
( W A 4 M K K ) ,  R o n 
( W 4 U D B ) ,  W a y n e 
( K K 4 Z H L ) ,  P e d r o 
(WM4GKY)

COMMUNICATOR  (Qua l i f ied  to  per fo rm 
communications functions during emergencies in 
the field or at shelters or other locations as needs 
dictate):  Tim (KF4HHG), Derek (KN4OCW), Mark 
(KM4TUK), Steven (K2MLN), Michael (K4OLD), 
Mary (KN4LKO), Don (WS4NC).

EOC – COMMUNICATOR (Qualified for EOC and 
Command Post Net Control Operations):  Linda 
(KW4UD), Ken (KW4UC), Van (KC4WSK), Jim 
(KV4SJ), Bruce (WB4QCM), Judson (KG4OHQ), 
Steven (KG4JWU).

EOC – COMMUNICATIONS TEAM LEAD 
(Qualified as the team leader for EOC / Command 
Post communications operations.  This is the top 
level qualification for AuxComm - ARES):  Gaff 
(W4GYP), Jim (WA4NOT)

FORSYTH COUNTY AUXCOMM – ARES 
STAFF

AuxComm – ARES does not operate solely with one 
person.  It takes a team of people dedicated to 
making the program work.  Currently we have five 
staff personnel however we are seeking others to fill 
specific roles.  At the top is the AuxComm Manger - 
ARES Emergency Coordinator (EC).  Below that 
person is the Assistant Emergency Coordinator(s) 
(AEC).

If you are interested in filling one of these staff 
positions please let Harlan (W1HRC) or Jim 
(WA4NOT) know.  You may also email your desire to 
serve to ARES at W4NC dot Com.

AUXCOMM – ARES STICKERS AND 
PATCHES ARE AVAILABLE

We now have the official Forsyth County AuxComm-
ARES emblem in a 3” patch and sticker available for 
sale.  The patches cost $4.00 and stickers are $1.50 
each.  These items will be available for purchase at 
any FARC Club meeting and select activities.  Cash 
is preferred and exact payment is appreciated.  See 
Harlan (W1HRC) for these items.

November, 2019



Support the Thursday night 
ARES/AuxComm training net:

The Forsyth County ARES/AuxComm Training Net 
meets each Thursday evening at 8:30 PM local time. 

The Net is conducted on the W4NC 145.470 + 
(T100) repeater and is used for Emcomm training, 

practice and training in emergency / disaster 
response and public service communications. All 
amateurs are invited and encouraged to participate 
in this net. Our backup repeaters are the K4GW 
147.315 + (T100) repeater and the W4NC 146.640 + 
(T100). All repeaters cover the Forsyth County Area. 

F o r  f o r m s  a n d  mo r e  i n f o rm a t i o n  g o  t o 
www.w4nc.com and check the AuxComm/ARES 
link on the left of the page.  NOTE: AuxComm/ARES 
members do not self-deploy.

SERVED PARTNERS
WINSTON SALEM/FORSYTH COUNTY 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
AMERICAN RED CROSS

MS SOCIETY

North Carolina Training Exercise Response 
Management System

Various AuxComm courses, like ICS-300, can be 
registered at NCTERMS.  goggle NCTERMS for 
more information.  terms.ncem.org/TRS/ should 
take you to the front page where you can register 
and look at the courses that are available. Most 
courses will be available, some are restricted.

Future Training Being Planned:
First Aid and CPR/AED 

ARES/AuxComm Documentation:

Some important downloads for ARES/AuxComm 
are available and can be downloaded by going to 
www.w4nc.cm and clicking the ARES link.  

What is
 ARES/AuxComm???

ARES/AuxComm is the 
function of the Amateur 
Radio Relay League 
F ie ld  Organ iza t i on 
which coordinates ham 
radio responses as 
c o m m u n i c a t o r s  i n 
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disaster situations and public service events. Local 
ARES/AuxComm units are formed at the county 
level led by an appointed volunteer Emergency 
Coordinator. A ham radio license is required for 
ARES/AuxComm membership, as is a registration 
form listing contact information and band / mode 
capabilities. This form is available from the 
Emergency Coordinator. There are no fees or dues; 
nor is club membership required.  

All hams may participate by volunteering their time 
and the use of their  radio equipment for 
ARES/AuxComm activities. Currently almost all of 
our local activities use VHF / UHF FM; so hams with 
any class of license can participate. 

Locally, ARES/AuxComm is sponsored by the 
Forsyth Amateur Radio Club which allows the use of 
the club’s repeaters and some of the club’s 
equipment for ARES/AuxComm needs. 

Our primary disaster service partners are the 
American Red Cross and Forsyth Emergency 
Management. We participate in training exercises 
with them, and in communications emergencies can 
be activated  to serve in their responses. The most 
l i k e l y  a c t i v a t i o n  i s  t o  p r o v i d e  b a c k u p 
communications in Red Cross shelters when they 
are opened. 

The major public service event for Forsyth County 
ARES/AuxComm is the annual, two-day Tour to 
Tanglewood Bike MS event. Hams are stationed at 
rest areas and in event vehicles to provide point-to-
point communications. 

For more information or to join ARES/AuxComm, 
check into one of the ARES/AuxComm nets or 
contact the Emergency Coordinator at a FARC club 
meeting. A fill-in form to join ARES/AuxComm can 
be downloaded at www.w4nc.com. 

November, 2019



ADDITIONAL RELATED 
ARES/Auxcomm TRAINING

ICS-300 INTERMEDIATE ICS FOR EXPANDING 
INCIDENTS

This course is recommended by the Winston 
Salem/Forsyth County Emergency Management for 
those AuxComm - ARES personnel that will be 
acting in a Communications Team Lead position. 
The course is a three day long, all day class room 
course and is provided locally by Emergency 
Management several times annually. Personnel 
desiring to take this course must register for it via 
NCTERMS at: https://terms.ncem.org/TRS/.  
Course Prerequisites: Must have completed ICS-
100, ICS-200, ICS-700, and ICS-800.

SKYWARN

To obtain critical weather information, the National 
Weather Service (NWS) established SKYWARN® 
with partner organizations. SKYWARN® is a 
volunteer program with between 350,000 and 
400,000 trained severe weather spotters. These 
volunteers help keep their local communities safe by 
providing timely and accurate reports of severe 
weather to the National Weather Service.  Course 
Dates: To Be Determined
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O c t o b e r ’ s 
Program, Basic 
Soldering

T h i s  w a s  a  g r e a t 
program and i f  you 
missed it please go to 
the web site and watch 
it.  

There was a lot of material to cover in such a short time.  
There were some door prizes and a new ham won one of 
the soldering stations!  Great!

One of the many slide from Harold’s presentation.  See the 
full presentation on www.w4nc.com.  Program starts at 
about 26:00 minutes.

November, 2019
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FARC 90th Anniversary

On December 31, 2019 turns 89.  Next year, 
December 31, 2020 we turn 90 years old.  There has 
been some discussion that we make all of 2020 a 90th 
year celebration.  Thanks, President Sam for thinking 
of this - that is why we, ahem, pay you the big bucks.  
All jokes aside, this is a major milestone for any 
organization and one that deserves a big celebration.

We will be soliciting ideas at the next club meeting.  
One obvious is to award certificates for making 
contacts with FARC members.  That is going to require 
some effort by someone who has experience putting 
contests together (ahem, anyone come to mind?)  
Points could also be given for contacting W4NC.  We 
can arrange for W4NC to be signed by FARC 
members at home stations who would commit to 
following the rules (yet to be established).  Also the 
club station could be activated at times for this event.  
Obviously Field Day would also be a points thing.

We are also looking for other ideas.  Put your thinking 
cap on and come to the next few FARC meetings with 
ideas.  We did hold a big celebration for our 75th 
birthday - I’ll have to did out the photos and the copy of 
the old website.

This is a big distinction for any amateur radio club.  A 
former FCC Enforcement Officer (wonder who that 
is?) who is a club member, once remarked “I don’t 
know how you guys do this.  If I go into a county where 
there are only 3 hams - there will be two clubs and they 
don’t talk to each other.”  We need to keep our good 
sprit going.  To my knowledge, I know of only one radio 
club that is older (someone correct me if I’m wrong 
here).  That other club is the Radio Club of America 
and they were founded in 1909.  Percentage-wise - we 
are trying to catch up.

Let’s make 2020 a year to remember.  UPDATE:  We 
are working on W4NC/90 award.  Stay tuned!

Newsletter Classified

We’ve tried this before but there seems to be little interest.  We’ll give it a run again.  If you 
want to sell something please write your own ad (funny helps) and list yourcall callsign along 
with either your email or your phone number.  I’ll run it in the next two Newsletters.  I can 
include small pictures.  Please let me know if it sells so I can remove it - it will drop after two 
months.  There was a suggestion that donations be solicited for this.  Any offers?  Send your 
ad to dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com.  I’ll start it off.

TOWERING PERSONALS

5 lonely Rohn-25 tower sections seeks new owner.  Must love us, 
care for us and plant us where we can grow.  Please dig us out of the 
weeds and take us away from our current hideous owner.  $250.  
WS4NC, Don Edwards 336-413-3838 dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> 
com [8/2019]

HELP WANTED

YOUR AD Why isn’t it here?  Be witty - or I’ll help.  Send email to 
dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com [10/2019]

People ask me what I do.  I look for small commercial 
electronic projects that require design and building.  My 
strongest specialities are in analog design: transistors, filters 
and op amps, oh my!  We also do digital stuff and prefer the 
little controllers that are used in Arduino boards (but we use 
the chips directly).  Little tee-tiny parts.  The chip shown was 
used in a recent project - it has 28 pins under the chip, the 
leads are 0.5 mm wide by 0.5 mm spacing.  The entire chip is 4 
mm square - actual size the square below the picture. Those 
were placed by hand, ~120 of them. They need to be placed 
within about 0.1 mm.  We are setting up a pick-and-place 
machine that will do 2000 parts an hour, smallest being 0204 
(0.002X0.004 inches).  And yes, the card is Heathkit green.

November, 2019



DX Operations for November, 
2019

By Dick, W4PID
Although I'd love to 
write a DX column for 
the newsletter, it turns 
out that the news is 
basically very stale by 
the time you get it.  The 
DX world of today is a 
very rapidly changing 
beast, and impossible 
to track with a monthly 
NL.  The following links 
will take you to multiple 
sources of information 
c o n c e r n i n g  D X 
activities.  
https://www.ng3k.com/Misc/adxo.html
https://dxheat.com/dxc/

Well, my review of the DXpetion site I visited will 
have to wait for next month.  I have been really 
busy on the radio when I have a chance, and have 
been involved in lots of grandkids soccer games, 
old high school reunions, and such.  No time to 
write a column.

This month has been a ball with VP6R, D68CCC, 
and 5K0K for starters.  These teams provided a 
pile of fun for tens of thousands of hams around the 
world.  When you ask for your QSL card on OQRS, 
don't forget to throw in a coupla bux for a donation.  
This is what makes these exotic places available to 
the ham radio fraternity. 
 
Ascension Island has been very active, thanks to 
Steve, WB4GHY.  The call is ZD8SC and if you 
hurry up, you can still catch him on after you 
receive this newsletter, as he will be active until 
November 11.  He has a good signal on many 
bands.

YJ0RRC will be active from Vanuatu from the first 
of November till mid month.  They should have a 
good signal on the bands.

Also, 5H3UA will be on from Tanzania with a multi 
op operation Nov 16-28.  This will be an expedition 
comparable to the VP6R group, with tons of 
equipment and all bands including EME.

Last but not least ( especially if you are a fan of CW 
) the CQ WW DX contest will be running this month. 
I  am not a contester, but I do like to pick up new 
countries in band slots that need filling.  This is an 
ideal time to do some cool DXing.  Just study the 
rules, then prepare a signal report and work some 
new ones.  The NG3K link above has a tab for 
contests, and you will find all the info you need for 
the CQ WW DX test there.

As I sit here typing this, I am hoping for one last shot 
at VP6R on 10 meters.  It's a long shot, especially 
for a guy with 100 watts, a 40 M dipole, and a 45 
year old antenna tuner.  But I did find a cute trick 
while I messed with this goal.  I have the computer 
set up on FT8, and am watching for them on their 
announced frequency.  I have to reconfigure a 
bunch of stuff to go to CW, and sometimes might 
miss something.  BUT, I learned that if I put 28023 ( 
VP6R's announced CW frequency ) in my FT8 
setup, I can monitor for CW pileups as well.  To 
determine if they are active on CW, all I have to do 
is click on 023 and I will see the pileup as yellow 
dots, some with red centers, spread out up the 
band on the WSJT-X Wide Graph, as the guys line 
up to work them.  No reconfiguration necessary, all 
I have to do is click on the CW frequency.  If there is 
not a swarm of yellow dots, I click on the 091 
frequency and go back to monitoring FT8, hoping 
beyond hope that I might get to work them before 
they leave tomorrow.

Oh, and yes, I did get 7P8AO on 20 M.  I never got 
them the first time they were in Lesotho.  Now get 
up off the couch and go work a new one.  Good DX 
to you.
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Zanzibar Island, Tanzania. Photo: David Sanders.  Inset:  
5H3UA 5H3EME. Where Zanzibar Island is located.
https://dxnews.com/5h3ua-5h3eme/



You Can’t Get There From Here
by Don, WS4NC

Another place you can’t get to from here.  This is St. 
Helena Island.  There are few hams there.  One of 
the places that fascinate me since I will never get 
there.  All text and pictures below are from
 http://sainthelenaisland.info/hamradio.htm

According to ‘St Helena 500’, by Robin Gill & Percy 
Teale, published in 1997, the first Amateur Radio 
station in St Helena went on air in 1952. Anyone who 
has information about this station please contact us.
Amateur broadcasters 
also played a leading 
role in establishing 
broadcast radio on St 
Helena. In 1958 Percy 
Te a l e  o b t a i n e d  a 
temporary license and 
m a d e  a  o n e - t i m e 
broadcast to a public 
meeting in the Cinema 
Hall in Jamestown. 
A n o t h e r  n o t a b l e 
broadcast was made 
by Mr. Freese from the 
A r t s  C l u b  i n 
Jamestown on 3rd 
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Billy Stevens, ZD7SD, C. 1972

QSL card for ZD7VC

January 1960. ‘The Ham of Half Tree Hollow’, Billy 
Stevens, even went on the air with scheduled musical 
programming. He used to broadcast to the island 
from the Three Tanks area, broadcasting on the 
medium wave band. He would do a show every 
Sunday morning, and people would go along to his 
house and give him a sixpence for a request. We 
understand his ‘station’ was named ‘Radio 
Bamboo’.(More on our Radio on St Helena page.)

The island’s first ever Amateur Radio Rally was held 
on 8th July 1967 - attracting six participants. You can 
read part of a story♦ about a visiting amateur from 
America, Jules Wengalare W6YO, who visited St 
Helena in 1977 and met with Billy Stevens (ZD7SD) 
and his wife Sybil (ZD7SS), operating from here as 
ZD7YO.

A feature in the St Helena News Review from 6th 
February 1981 on amateur Michael Francis (ZD7AL) 
included the note:

Probably Michael’s most interesting contact since he 
has been operating Ham Radio was to have been 
able to talk to King Hussein of Jordan. He did this on 
the 4th January 1980 and within a month received a 
QSL Card with a photo of King Hussein.

In December 2007 local amateur Derek Richards 
(ZD7CTO) had the rare opportunity to speak with a 
pilot on board an Angolan Boeing 747, passing over 
the island at 35,000ft en route from Luanda to Rio De 
Janeiro in Brazil. During the conversation the pilot 
also reported that in previous passes over the island 
he had been able to listen in to Radio St Helena.

THE RADIO SCENE TODAY 

Operators use the ‘ZD7’ prefix. Several stations are 
in regular operation, including ZD7VC (Bruce Salt), 
ZD7FT (Peter Constantine), ZD7DL (Daniel Leo), 
ZD7JC (John Cranfield), ZD7CTO (Derek Richards) 
and ZD7DC (David Clarke). Special operating 
licences also exist for the St Helena Scout Group 
(ZD7SSG) and Prince Andrew School (ZD7PAS), 
though these are rarely on air.

Operation is usually on 40 metres (7MHz), 20 metres 
(14MHz), 10 metres (28MHz) and 6 metres (50MHz). 



ZD7JC and ZD7VC also operate the digital modes 
RTTY & PSK.

ZD7VC also has regular contact with ships that pass 
St Helena.

Visiting amateurs also sometimes broadcast from St 
Helena, using a guest ZD7 prefix. In June 2011, for 
example, G3TXF made 12,000 QSOs operating for 
nine days as ZD7XF. His website records the details.

While the yacht Carpe Diem was travelling down to 
South Africa to take part in the 2018 The Governor’s 
Cup the crew kept in touch with home via our local 
radio amateurs.
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WORLD WAR 2 

Here are a couple of pictures from 1943 showing 
radio operators in action, though whether the 
operations are Amateur Radio or Military we don’t 
know.

5 historical events related to this page:

13th September 1952: The first Amateur Radio station starts 
operating from St Helena.

8th July 1967: The island’s first ever Amateur Radio Rally is 
held, attracting six participants.

4th January 1980: Local Radio Amateur Michael Francis 
(ZD7AL) has a contact with King Hussein of Jordan, and they 
exchange QSL Cards.

4th March 2006: Two local radio amateurs make contact with 
the International Space Station while it is passing over St 
Helena.

5th March 2006: Two local radio amateurs make a second 
contact with the International Space Station while it is passing 
over St Helena.



Diddle-De-Dah-De-Don
That’s All Folks . . . 

Happy Turkey Day, or should I 
suggest Ham? Hope you enjoyed 
this month’s Newsletter.  Another 
month another Newsletter.  Doing 
this Newsletter is kind’a my 
therapy.  

We are working on a 90th year 
idea and signing W4NC/90 all 
year - and probably having club 
members sign up for days and 
times to make contact with that 
call. It will be a contest kind’a thing.  Details are not all worked 
out yet.

If you want to see another months Newsletter there is a pattern 
to the sequence:

http://www.dwepe.com/FARCNewsletters/y2019m09.pdf

substitute XXXX for the year and the XX two number sequence 
for the month.  Yes, I know my website should be fixed but I 
haven’t had time to deal with that.  I’ll get around to it one day.  I 
really do hate computers.

And speaking of the Newsletter - that is such an unoriginal 
name.  I once did a supplement to the Newsletter called “Arcs 
and Sparks”.  How about that?  Other suggestions?

Thanks to contributors this month, 
73, Don WS4NC

W4NC Web Page

The W4NC web page continues to be updated and 
now has the video link for the last FARC meeting on 
it.  Terry, AK4D, continues to put a lot of effort in this 
and makes it a beautiful, and very useful, webpage.  
UPDATE:  YOU CAN NOW PAY YOUR DUES BY 
PAYPAL!  Please go check it out:  www.w4nc.com
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W4NC Live

If you goto  you will see a link to www.w4nc.com
W4NCLive.  That will take you to youtube and you 
can see many of our past FARC meetings and some 
training programs there.  The meetings are 
streamed live and then stored on youtube for future 
access.  It looks like maybe we have finally worked 
out all the kinks! At least if we can avoid more 
Windows updates to the drivers.  Pedro, KM4GKY, 
is our prime youtuber and usually runs the 
streaming.  
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Amazon Smile Program

Do you buy stuff from Amazon?  If you do there is a 
way for FARC to earn a little money here.  Go to the 
Amazon Smile link below and register and select 
Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc.  Amazon will 
donate 0.5% of your purchases to FARC.  It costs 
you nothing more, but it benefits the club.  Anything 
you order has to be ordered from the Amazon Smile 
link – if, after you register, you forget to order through 
the smile program it will usually remind you.  Again it 
costs you nothing more.  Amazon is supporting legal 
501c(3) organizations through this program.  As of 
May, 2018 this has generated $383.78 for FARC.  
Thanks Amazon and thanks to Raja, KB6MTH for 
pointing this out. 
www.smile.amazon.com
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Forsyth Amateur Radio Club Membership Form
New Member Modification Or Renewal

Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc.
PO Box 11361
Winston-Salem, NC 27116

http://www.w4nc.com Rev. 01 2019

1Please be sure your e-mail address is correct. The FARC Newsletter is normally sent via e-mail due to 
increasing postage costs. Mailings to postal addresses for special circumstances is upon special request. 

2We track ARRL membership as we are required to maintain a percentage to retain our ARRL certification.

3If you are an ARES/Auxcomm member, or would like to become one, please indicate and fill out the 
appropriate form.

4Family members residing in the same household may also become members at no additional cost. Please 
indicate the members on this form, as well as filling out an additional form for each family member.

Complete and return all forms with applicable payment to the mailing address below, or to an officer at the 
next club meeting.

Dues $24.
If over 65 or full 
time student,
dues are $12

Donations
(Appreciated!)

Total

Call Sign/Class First Name Last Name

Address City

State Zip Date of Birth

Home Phone Mobile Phone Work Phone

E-Mail1

Family Member4 Call Sign

Emergency Contact Emergency Contact Phone Number(s)

Newsletter Delivery1

ARES/Auxcomm3

ARRL2

Memberships

Family Member4 Call Sign E-Mail U.S. Mail

CW
SSB
Digital
SSTV
ATV
D-Star
System Fusion
DMR

Satellite
EME
Microwave

Contesting
QRP
DX
Fox Hunt

Kit Building
Antenna Building
Test Equipment
Microcomputers
AuxComm - ARES

L/M Wave

Nets
Vagabond Net

SWL

S.T.E.M. Discussion

Special Interests

____________

Yearly Fees are Due January

Date Rcvd

(N,T,G,A,E)

____________
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($30 1/1/2020)

($15 1/1/2020)
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