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Primer on Zoom on page 34.

May FARC Meeting - on-line only
May’s Program: Riley Holingsworth, K4ZDH,
will be visiting to present the new Volunteer Monitor
Program (VM), which replaces the Official Observer
Program (OO). Riley is a life member of FARC and
attended Wake Forest School of Law before moving
to the FCC. Originally from Rock Hill, SC, he has
relatives in the area. At the FCC Riley became the
head of the FCC enforcement division, a distinction
of which we are most proud. He retired from the
FCC in 2008 and currently lives in Gettysburg, PA.
Riley is a member of FARC, QCWA, the FISTS CW
association and has been a ham since 1960. We
have been fortunate to have Riley visit on several
occasions and we are very pleased to host him
again. If the picture above looks familiar, it is
because it was taken at his last visit to FARC in
2014.
This is another Zoom on-line video conferencing
meeting - there will not be an in-person meeting at
the Red Cross Building. Our April meeting had a
Continued on page 4, see Riley, K4ZDH

Field Day 2020
A modest proposal

by Don, WS4NC

Today is May 3, when I am writing this. While there
is optimism about some things opening back up, the
sad truth is that Covid 19 is going to be with us for the
foreseeable future. Getting a large group together,
many of whom are older, some of whom have
various conditions that require us to be extra careful,
to share microphones, headphones and meals
seems to be the height of folly. While I wouldn’t call it
a lack of guidance exactly about FD from the ARRL,
they have suggested that we be extra resourceful
this year. The ARRL has suggested that possibly we
pool scores, but there hasn’t been any allowance for
filing that for 2020, at least last time I looked. I think
the suggestion to be creative is a good one, and
there is yet time for the ARRL to issue guidance
about scoring for 2020.
FARC has always taken Field Day seriously. In
many ways it is the highlight of our year. Our score
last year was ninth in the US of all stations in all
Continued on page 4, see Field Day

May Program: Riley Hollingsworth, K4ZDH, new Voluntary Monitor Program.
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FCC Exams Report
and FARC
Membership
by, Dale Mierisch,
WB9SZL
VEC Session Manager

Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc is a non-profit (IRS
501(c)3) North Carolina corporation for the promotion of
Amateur Radio, and for the education and training of hams
and the general public primarily in Forsyth County, North
Carolina.

A hearty congratulations
on our new amateur
licenses and upgrades
from our last testing
session:

FARC was originally incorporated as the Winston-Salem
Radio Club on December 31, 1930 and has been in
operation ever since. We currently maintain a state-of-theart ham station in the basement of the Red Cross, 690
Coliseum Dr., Winston-Salem, NC and also maintain two 2meter repeaters, 146.64 (100 Hz tone) and 145.47 (100 Hz
tone) and a 444.275 repeater (100 Hz tone).
FARC has a general membership meeting with a program on
the 2nd Monday of every month at the Red Cross building,
690 Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem. The club conducts
its main business meeting (the Board Meeting) on the 3rd
Monday generally at 66 Pizza on Stratford Rd just west of
Hanes Mall Blvd. This is where most of the club’s business is
conducted and all attending members have a vote. All club
members are strongly encouraged to attend the business
meeting. For more information about FARC mail us at
FARC, Inc., PO Box 11361, Winston-Salem, NC, 27116; call
336-245-5740; or visit out web site at www.w4nc.com
Club email is to info <at> w4nc <dot> com *
Officers for 2019 are:
President: Sam Poindexter, NI4TG
Vice-President: Ian MacArthur, W4STH
Secretary: Stacey MacArthur, W1LLO
Treasurer: Kent Englebert, K4HKE
Newsletter Editor: Don Edwards, WS4NC
Tech and VEC Chairman: Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL
Hamfest Chairman: David Shoaf, KC4X
Field Day Chairman: Henry Heidtmann, W2DZO
House Chairman: Steve Patterson, WA3RTC
Webmaster: Terry Brown, AK4D
All content is Copyright 2005-2018, All Rights Reserved, by
Don Edwards and Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc, unless
otherwise noted. Permission is given to reproduce for noncommercial purposes provided proper credit is given. If you
would like to help support the newsletter with an ad, please
contact Don Edwards (email: ws4nc <at> dwepe <dot>
com).
We trade newsletters with other clubs, and many clubs are
on our mailing list. If your club has a newsletter and would
like to trade please send us a copy.
Submissions and inquiries please send to dedwards <at>
dwepe <dot> com *
*The “funny” email addresses are to confuse the Spam bots.
Spam shall be cause of the fall of Western Civilization.
Either that or the spork.

JAMES L BURNS KO4CTM G
GERALD D JACOBS KN4ZBQ G
JOHN W WILSON KO4CTN T G
MICHAEL C MORTON KK4NRS E
DANIEL T WEMYSS KO4CTR T
BURL T HAMMOCK N4BUR E
DANIEL P FERGUSON KO4CTO T
Amateur Radio License Testing
Amateur radio testing has been suspended for now due
to the national emergency. Testing is normally
available for new applicants as well as upgrades. As
soon as we can we will resume exams on the 2nd
Monday of every month, except December, prior to the
FARC regular meeting. Check w4nc.com for updates.
The normal starting time is 6:20PM. The place is the
Red Cross building on 690 Coliseum Drive in WinstonSalem. Pre-registration is required via e-mail, listing the
elements you wish to test for, your phone number and
email address. You may pre-register or get additional
information via Email to testing@w4nc.com Attention
Dale Mierisch WB9SZL
P re -r e gi s t ra t i on i s re qu ir ed v i a em ai l o n l y,
testing@w4nc.com - no text messages please, listing
your name, call - if you have one, the elements you wish
to test for, your phone number and email address.
Please note that candidates wishing to upgrade their
license MUST bring:
A) Their original license for viewing
B) Two copies of their Signed license (FCC 660 – May 2007
Form), one of which must be attached to their FCC Form 605.
C) The Original CSCE and One Copy of their CSCE if they have a
CSCE.
D) $12.00

Our biggest challenge continues to be encouraging
upgrade candidates to bring a copy of their license to
exam sessions. Effective July 1, 2016, upgrade

Patent US147119A: S. V. Francis, 1874.

May, 2020

FARC Newsletter

Continued on the next page

Page 2

candidates forgetting copies of their license, will be
dismissed and invited to bring their license copy to next
month’s exam session. A copy of your signed license
(FCC 660 – May 2007 Form), must accompany the
application to the FCC. Any missing copies
unfortunately delays the entire license process for all
exam candidates. Bring your original Signed license
(FCC 660 – May 2007 Form), if you have one, two
forms of ID, $12.00 and successful completion forms
(CSCE’s - if any).
For new hams, or upgrades, please complete the
information on the FARC application (usually the last
page of the Newsletter), if you have not already done
so, for a free membership to the Forsyth Amateur Radio
Club (FARC). Mark the form "New Ham - Exam date".
Once the form is completed, bring to the next club
meeting, or please scan and email to me.

April’s Mystery Ham

by Don, WS4NC

Yep, I got one guess and it was
correct. This is our own Harold,
N4HER. The trailer behind the
vehicle below was his radio
reapir rig in Germany. Harold
also served in Uijongbu, Korea
(the location of MASH-4077).
More photos can be found at
www.isurffish.com.
Harold has been a fairly newcomer to ham radio, but he
has more than made up for time lost. I notice there is an
Collins R-390A in the photo below. This shot is in the
back of the trailer above.

Exams will be offered before the FARC meeting (2nd
Monday at the Red Cross) and start at 6:30 PM in room
109 at the Red Cross building once meetings start
again. You are encouraged to arrive early at 6:20 PM
Preregistration is strongly suggested at info <at> w4nc
<dot> com. We try to accommodate walk-ins if we can.

How to print a copy of your FCC
License
by Jim, KV4SJ
To access an official copy of your license:
1. Go to:
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp
2. Log in with your FRN and password. (Also has links to find or get
your FRN.)
3. Click on “Download Electronic Authorizations” in the links on the
left hand side.
4. Select your call sign in the box labeled “My Authorizations” and
click on the Add button to copy it into the “Authorizations to Download”
box.

Dale, WB9SZL
Until future ntoice all FCC tests at the Red Cross, normally
scheduled at 6:20 PM before FARC meetings, has been
canceled

Thomasville Amateur Exams
Rick Weinbaum, KK4RR
VE Session Manager,
Tri-County ARC, NC4AR
The Davidson County Library System has advised that due
to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) all meeting and other
activities inside the library have been canceled for the next
30 days. Therefore, the test session scheduled for Saturday,
March 21, 2020 has been canceled. This is the Thomasville,
NC session. Should conditions change after 30 days, the
session may be rescheduled in late April. Hope everyone
understands and remember the saying "Safety First".
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FARC FCC Tests

W4VEC/VE TEST SESSIONS CANCELED
Ray Everhart,
Chief Officer W4VEC/VE
For the safety and health of our VE’s and applicants, and
following local, state, and federal mandates, all scheduled
test session with W4VEC/VEC have been cancelled
through July 1, 2020, depending on the status of the
coronavirus (CoVid-19). this ban on testing through
W4VEC/VEC will be extended indefinitely. Remember “Safety First”. Stay safe - stay healthy - stay at home.
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Field Day, continued from page 1

categories. But FD is not a contest, nor is it really a
party, even though we treat it as one. It is a test of
emergency preparedness. And getting even one
member sick, or even worse dead, it just not worth
the risk.
There has been a suggestion that we operate from
home, running 1D (regular power). But there are
those who may want to run 1E, emergency power.
Or 1B, battery power. Some may want to run QRP.
Some may have two family members who share a
station and might want to run 2-something, or more,
which is two transmitters at one time. I say “Jolly
Good!” to all of those, to steal a British expression.

http://www.hamjam.info/RileyHollingsworth.html

Riley, K4ZDH, continued from page 1
total of 72 sign-ins, so by all measures it was a
success. The May meeting will be very popular, we
may have to go to a larger account, currently limited
to 100. If you are a little late, there may be a waiting
room. We will do our best to manage that so there is
as little delay as possible and we will upsize if
necessary after the meeting starts. The video of the
meeting will be posted on W4NC-Live the next day
and available from w4nc.com and youtube.
On Wednesdays we have a Tech-Talk Zoom videoconferencing meeting, open to all. There is usually
no set program, just an opportunity to talk about
whatever projects you are working on and to pick
some brains if you need help. Or just some fun
stories. It is a casual meeting.
Zoom is fully functional if your PC has a camera and
microphone. If your PC does not have a Camera
and/or Mic you will still be able to view and hear the
conference, but you have to use the chat function on
the Zoom client to “talk” to the group. All modern cell
phones will be able to fully view and hear the
meeting and participate.
There will be no meeting at the Red Cross. Our
board has moved to meetings on the Zoom videoconferencing app and the 145.47 MHZ repeater.
The notice for the board meeting only goes out to
those who normally attend to keep the emails down,
but the meeting is open to all. If you would like to join
the business meeting send an email to dedwards
<at> dwepe <dot> com. Now more than ever it is
important that we maintain our sense of community.
FARC May meeting ID: 294 418 122 Password: club call lower case letters
Shop & Tech Talk: Every Wed at 7:30 PM, meeting ID: 549 621 524 Password: club call lower case
letters
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Here is my modest suggestion. Run what ever you
like or can at home, 1D, 1E, 1B, QRP. Then we pool
our scores within each NC club. Challenge the other
clubs in NC. (Yes, I’m looking at you, Raleigh and
Durham, but also RARS in Salisbury and any other
NC Club.) Do your best, however you like, within the
above categories - although the multi-stations
should be limited to family members, if allowed at all.
Then we compare AVERAGE scores PER
OPERATOR among all the NC clubs. I think we
should have some Zoom meetings during FD to
keep a sense of community - but we need to have a
gentleman’s agreement not to make schedules.
There may need to be other rules that I haven’t
thought about it. We need a working group, both
within FARC and the other clubs to maybe hammer
out these things. Then we go for it. The average
evens it out among big vs small clubs.
Continued on the next page

Mason, KM4SII, spent nearly 24 hours straight in the chair
working 20 meter SSB last year. Few of us older FARC
members have the stamina to do that anymore. But
working from home might be more comfortable than
sitting on those hard benches at Hobby Park.
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Above, more fun from Field Day, 2019, as we get ready to eat.

Sadly we will not be a Hobby Park, but we can allow
Forsyth County to keep the deposit, especially so we
can keep access for next year. One year another
group wanted our weekend at Hobby Park and told
the parks people that we should just reschedule FD,
(Yeah, like that is going to happen.) So we want to
keep our spot; we have everything worked out for
Hobby Park and we know how to put up 9+ big
antennas there in a short period of time, along with
all the other logistics, so we can’t easily move.
For me this sounds really good. I want to run CW,
but I’m not in the same class as Jim, Jim, Bryan,
Henry and some other CW operators. So I’ve been
getting 15 and 10 CW. I can’t say what I think here of
10 CW, since this is a family publication, but lets just
say it’s sad. Especially for the last several years. I
also get 80 CW overnight, but that, along with 15 and
10 means I’m running all weekend, day and night,
and sadly I don't have the stamina for that, unlike
Mason who rocks 20 SSB for 24 hours last year.
This proposal would allow me to run 20 and 40 CW
without taking that away from better operators. And it
allows other members to take their favorite bands as
well, without waiting for an operator change. But
that also means that frees up members within clubs,
like the Durham group, where there are some really
good CW operators, to do the same. Consider that
a challenge.
This requires buy-in from our FARC members, as
well as the other clubs. While I’m willing to work with
our planning group my family situation limits what I
can commit to, I’m certainly willing to work with our
planning group. And it will force me to get my home
station back up and running at full steam for FD.
This also applies to all club members, ours and
others. So that is a good selling point.
What does the top club get? Well bragging rights.
What else is there to Field Day, anyway? Unless
somebody wants to work out a more even system.
Feedback?
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Raspberry Pi, B+. They are available in various speeds
and are in the $25-$60 range on line.

How to Get a Raspberry Pi
Operational

by Dick, W4PID

Equipment needed: Raspberry Pi Model B+ - earlier
ones will work, but the B+ is faster ( now V4 is even
faster ), Power Supply for Pi, Micro SD card ( 8 GB
minimum ), HDMI Monitor. [Ed. note, if you have trouble
opening the links here, either type them in directly, or I can send
you the original document in Microsoft Word format. From
Microsoft Word documents, links are in it that direct you where
to find some of the information. Hitting the Alt and Enter keys
together will open these links on a Windows PC. Users of other
types of computers may have to type the URL in their address
line.]

Formatting the Micro SD card: I use a program
called SDFormatter. Google for a download.
Install the program and follow directions to format
the Micro SD card. Use the option button to select
Full Erase Format, Size Adjustment ON. Some
Micro SD cards will not support this selection, and a
warning is given in this case, but it has no effect on
the performance of the Micro SD card. Just follow
whatever the program suggests if your card is not
compatible with some of the settings.
Download Raspberry Pi Operating System
Raspbian:
Go to: https://www.raspberrypi.org/downloads/
Select and download the Raspbian operating
system. The version (as of this date) to look for is
Raspbian Buster. Download the ZIP file to a folder
that is convenient to you on your computer. This is a
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very big file and will require some time to download.
Now unzip the file to reveal an .img file (image file).
Utilize the program Etcher to install the image file on
your Micro SD card. The website for download of
Etcher is https://balena.io/etcher/
First Bootup of Raspberry Pi:
Things in the world of Raspberry Pi change often.
This makes 'how to' writeups obsolete in short
order. In most cases, things that you want to do can
be found by using Google. For instance, if you want
the resolution on the screen changed, you can just
google 'change screen resolution on my raspberry
pi' and you will get a step by step discussion on how
to do this. Google is your friend.
The latest version of Buster (Raspbian operating
system distribution name) has an initial setup menu
(very new to Raspberry Pi users) that is very good. It
will lead you thru the initial steps of setup for the Pi.

To execute an instruction, type the instruction at the
prompt in the Terminal. Cut and paste from this
document will save time. Note that case is critical, if
it's capital here then it needs to be typed that way on
the screen.

Now we brought you this - so that you can do the
following:

Execute the following:
sudo apt install libqt5multimedia5-plugins
libqt5serialport5 libfftw3-single3

INSTALLING WSJT-X ON A
RASPBERRY PI

by Dick, W4PID

sudo apt-get -f install

Download:
wsjtx_2.1.2_armhf.deb ( or
the latest version listed ) from

Change directories by typing the following:
Downloads/

https://physics.princeton.edu
/pulsar/k1jt/wsjtx.html

cd

You can view the downloaded WSJT program to
insure it's in the directory by typing the following: ls
(for 'list')

The easiest way to do this is to open the Pi Web
Browser and type WJST in the address bar. The
search engine will take you to the Princeton web
page listed above. Surf to the WSJT page and
double click on the file name in the Raspberry part of
the Linux program listings. Click yes to any
questions about allowing the download.
The file will be automatically stored in the
Downloads directory on the Pi.
The following instructions are run in the Terminal
program on the Pi.
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If you end with errors about dependencies, run:

Then execute :
sudo dpkg -i wsjtx_2.1.2_armhf.deb
The files to access WSJT-X are under the menu
location "Sound & Video" If you are using a late
model transceiver, similar to the ICOM IC-7300 or
IC-7610 or any other transceiver that accepts rig
control and audio via a USB port, then you are ready
to begin experimenting with the radio and setting up
your parameters for WSJT-X operation.
Happy WSJT-X-ing!
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The socket for the 4069 (Hex Inverter IC) is modified for
ease of construction ... since only pins #3,4,7, and 14
are needed, the other pins are removed from the socket
except for pins #1 and #8 which are used to anchor the
socket to the board. Take a needle nose plies and push
the pin up from the bottom and then pull it out from the
top.

32.768 KHz Oscillator

by, James Kretzschmar, AE7AX

[Editor's note: James, AE7AX, is an FARC member who
now lives in Wyoming. His projects are always things of
beauty. I have tried his technique of using a dental drill to cut
lines in a piece of un-etched PC board. Doing it with the
elegance he does is harder than it looks, at least for me. But
then James is a retired dental surgeon. One would hope that
he has some skill at this. 32.768 kHz is a common oscillator,
because if you divide it by enough powers of two (15) - you
come out with 1 pulse per second, a sometimes wanted
pulse. This technique can be adapted to almost any
frequency crystal though.]

Many microcontrollers have timers built in that base
their timing off of the CPU clock. Although the CPU
clocks are fairly accurated sometimes you need very
precise timing ... which can be had with an external
crystal oscillator. The MSP430 LaunchPad made by
Texas Instruments has a 32.768 KHz crystal/oscillator
external to the chip on the board, however, to engage
that oscillator for the CPU necessitates tying up 2
input/output pins. This oscillator allows you to input an
external signal for the CPU clock to attain precise
timings when using the timer module.
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₡ⱨâᴚåçţèƦ ɯΔπ

by Don, WS4NC

Math Humor

Have you ever wanted to type a special symbol into
a document? I sometimes want to use an ñ, or an

é, or even an á. But more often I want
something like a degree symbol, º, like for 60º.
It’s not very often, but when I do, it seems to be a
pain to once again figure out how to do that.
There is a way, one that I have long used, but it is
cumbersome, and needs a look up table. A table
I can’t seem to find when I need it. You hold
down the Alt key and then hit several numbers
for each symbol. But like I said, I never have that
table around when I need it. Alt 0225 gives you
á, at least from inside Microsoft programs and
many other programs. And the Alt system only
likes the numbers used from the keypad on the
right of keyboards, not the top row of the
keyboard. Don’t know why.
I just found out that Windows 10 has this function
built in. Type Charmap.exe in the “Type here to
search” window at the bottom left and it will bring
up a table with every symbol or odd letter that is
on your computer. If it’s not here you probably
don’t need it, or you need to find and download a
new TT font. There is Hebrew, Greek, Russain,
Arabic (even the many odd Arabic characters
from other languages where Arabic is an
influence), and some others. The degrees
symbol and Greek letters I need occasionally,
along with the accented letters. But my
computer didn’t show any Japanese - not that I
expect you to need any.
Conveniently, if you need a group of characters,
you just click them all and then cut and paste the
line at the bottom. It doesn’t have them all, but it
has some math symbols, such as ʃ. There are
better programs for that.
You can even find the one financial symbol that
was on all US typewriters, but is nowhere to be
found on any modern computer keyboards. And
I bet you haven’t missed it. Now what symbol
could that be? I’ll let you guess, but it is on page
12. No, don’t look just yet, guess!
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Twin-City Hospital

by Don, WS4NC

Known today as NC Baptist Hospital. Winston-Salem
hasn’t been known as the Twin City since 1913 when
Winston and Salem merged, so that dates this post card to
1913 or before. This is the original building, which I think it
still standing today and is still on the campus of NC Baptist
Hospital and Wake Forest University Medical Center,
although it is changed quite a bit. If I’m right this is the
building in the SE corner of the campus where Hawthorn
and Queen Street come together at the top of the hill.

May, 2020

FARC Newsletter

Page 9

July 11, 2020: Firecracker Hamfest*, STATUS UNKNOWN
sponsored by Rowan Amateur Radio Society, Salisbury Civic
Center, 315 Martin Luther King Avenue S, Salisbury, NC
28144. http://www.rowanars.com Talk-In: 145.41 MHZ (PL
136.5). Public Contact: Ralph Mowery, KU4PT, via phone at
704-279-4737 or email at rmowery28146@earthlink.net

Calendar of Upcoming Ham Events
Hamfests, Special Events,
Contests, Club meetings, etc.

By Don WS4NC

Known Canceled hamfests: I went as far north as MD, as far south as FL,
as far west as TN and got any nearby states where FARC members are
known to travel. Bold just means probably of more value to FARC
members and friends. Basically, if it is between now and end of June - it
probably has been canceled. This is a rapidly changing situation. I
posted what information I have on ham clubs meetings as appropriate,
again probably canceled or on-line.
05/02/2020 - CANCELED -The Great Hagerstown Hamfest, Boonsboro, MD
05/03/2020 - CANCELED - Jackson County ARC Hamfest, Ripley, WV
05/03/2020 - CANCELED - Warminster ARC Hamfest, ARRL Eastern
Pennsylvania Section Convention, Bristol, PA
05/09/2020 - CANCELED - Rockingham County ARC Swapfest,
Reidsville, NC
05/17/2020 - 05/19/2020 - CANCELED - Dayton Hamvention, Xenia, OH
05/30/2020 - CANCELED - DurHamFest 2020, Durham, NC
06/06/2020 - CANCELED - Atlanta hamfest, Atlanta, GA
06/13/2020 - CANCELED - Bloomsburg Hamfest, Lime Ridge, PA
06/13/2020 -CANCELED-Ole Virginia Ham’s Hamfest, Manassa Park, VA

Other Events:
May 2 7th Area, Indiana QSO, 7th Area, Delaware, New
England QSO Parties.
May 9 Arkansas QSO party.
May 11 FARC General Membership meeting. This will be an
on-line ZOOM meeting. The meeting will start at 7:30 PM.
Zoom May meeting ID: 294 418 122 Password: club call lower
case letters
May 18 FARC Board meeting. This will be an on-line
ZOOM meeting. The meeting will start at 7:30 PM.
May 30 CQ WW WPX CW Contest
June 6 Kentucky QSO Party.
June 8 FARC General Club meeting Unknown if we will
meet at the Red Cross or Zoom at this time, probably Zoom.
The meeting will start at 7:30 PM.
June 15 FARC Business meeting. Unknown if we will meet
on Zoom or at 66 Pizza at this time. The meeting starts at 7:30.
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July 25, 2020: WCARS Hamfest*, STATUS UNKNOWN
sponsored by Western Carolina Amateur Radio Society,
Haywood County Fairgrounds, 758 Crabtree Road,
W a y n e s v i l l e ,
N C
2 8 7 8 5 .
http://www.wcars.org/wcarshamfest.htm Talk-in: none.
Public Contact: Ruth Berner, WA4VT, via phone at 828-2162510 or email at ruthberner@gmail.com
(source: ARRL website)
June 27-28 ARRL Field Day - W4NC/90 will be active for this
event. How the Corona virus will affect this even is unknown at
this time. However we are still planning to go forward as
planned at Hobby Park.

NEARBY HAM CLUBS AND MEETINGS:
Please see www.w4nc.com for more up-to-date
information
SOME MEETINGS MAY NOT BE HELD DUE TO THE
NATIONAL EMERGENCY. WE WILL POST WHAT
INFORMATION WE HAVE. THESE ARE THE NORMAL
STANDING DATES AND INFORMATION.
NEW - Wednesdays at 7:30 PM FARC Tech Talk, a Zoom
meeting, ID: 549 621 524 Password: club call lower case
letters. An informal project group for help, discussions and
“war stories”.
Quarterly QCWA Meeting usually April, June, September and
December. See the website for details. Locations varies. ALL
members and guests are welcome! Wearing your Ham badge
is encouraged. Always a good program. QCWA Chapter 126
Weekly Net: 3.853 MHZ, 8:45AM each Saturday morning.
Next Meeting: The next Piedmont Chapter 126 meeting is
scheduled for 6/13/20 in Siler City at the Best Food Cafeteria,
staring at 11:30 AM. All members and guests are welcome!
Wearing your Ham badge is encouraged.
1st Mondays High Point Amateur Radio Club IN-PERSON
MEETING STATUS UNKONWN HPARC meets the first
Monday of each month at Rancho's, 10463 North Main Street
in Archdale. The meeting usually begins at 7:00 PM with many
m e m b e r s g a t h e r i n g f o r a m e a l a ro u n d 6 : 3 0 P M .
www.w4ua.org (Updated 7/12/19 Thanks to David AJ4TF)
Last Saturdays GSO/HP VE testing IN-PERSON MEETING
STATUS UNKONWN The High Point FCC Testing session is
on the last Saturday of the month (except June, Nov, and Dec)
at Hickory Chapel Wesleyan Church, 301 Hickory Chapel
Road, High Point 27260. Reservations required 3 days in
advance. You need to bring two forms of ID including a Photo
ID and a photocopy of any previous licenses and/or CSCE's.
The testing fee is $12.00 payable by cash only. Other dates
and locations can be found on the W4VEC.ORG web site.
Please contact David Macchiarolo at AJ4TF@arrl.net. Testing
starts at 10:00 AM (Updated 7/12/19 Thanks to David AJ4TF)
Continued on next page
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2nd Saturdays GSO/HP VE Testing CANCELED UNTIL
FURTHUR NOTICE The Greensboro session is the second
Saturday of each month (except for March) at Hinshaw United
Methodist Church located at 4501 High Point Road,
Greensboro, NC 27407. Reservations are not required, but
advised. Please contact David Macchiarolo by e-mail at
AJ4TF@arrl.net Testing starts at 9:00 AM. You need to bring
two forms of ID including a Photo ID and a photocopy of any
previous licenses and/or CSCE's. The testing fee is $12.00
payable by cash only. Other dates and locations can be found
on the W4VEC.ORG web site. (Updated 7/12/19 Thanks to
David AJ4TF)
1st Tuesdays Durham FM Association: IN-PERSON
MEETING STATUS UNKONWN Meets for Dinner (optional) at
6:00pm and the business meeting and program at 7:00pm. We
are meeting at Bullock's BBQ, on 3330 Quebec Drive in
Durham. For more info on each meeting, check
http://www.dfma.org/
1st Tuesdays Davie County Amateur Radio Club: The last
information I have is that this club is no longer active. Several
SKs and a small ham population have made it hard.
2nd Mondays: The Orange County Radio Amateurs meet
at 1900 at the Orange Count EOC in Hillsborough. INPERSON MEETING STATUS UNKONWN
2nd Mondays: Raleigh Amateur Radio Society General
Meeting [SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE KE4PAX] on second Monday of each month, Location: Ridge
Road Baptist Church, 2011 Ridge Road, Raleigh, NC, 27607.
Time: People begin arriving at 7 PM, The meeting officially
begins at 7:30 PM. RARS also meets for a monthly dinner on
the first Tuesday of each month for the RARS dinner. Dinner
begins at 6:30 PM. Next Dinner at Golden Coral, 6129
Glenwood Avenue, Raleigh 27612.
2nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc. May held
online on Zoom on-line, no in-person meeting - June is
undetermined but will likely also be held on-line also.]
Meeting starts at 7:30 FCC exams are suspending also until
further notice, but usually offered starting at 6:20 PM sharp.
Zoom ID: 294 418 122 Password: club call lower case letters
2nd Mondays Rowan Amateur Radio Society IN-PERSON
MEETING STATUS UNKONWN at the Rowan County Rescue
Squad Building at 1140 Julian Road. Monthly meetings usually
begin at 7:00 PM local time, except for the July and December
meetings which are “dinner” meetings and thus start a little
earlier, usually beginning about 6:00-6:30 PM. Programs may
include equipment demonstrations, movies, guest speakers,
or just open discussions on radio. We look forward to seeing
you at the next meeting. http://www.rowanars.org/ (Please
confirm with a member of the Rowan Club. (I understand there
is a discussion about moving meeting nights so that joint
meetings can be made with FARC. We’d love that!)

3rd Mondays(?): Guildford Amateur Society IN-PERSON
MEETING STATUS UNKONWN usually held at Sarah’s
Kabob Shop on 5340 W. Market Street in Greensboro, 27409,
at 6:00 PM to eat, 7:00 PM to meet. Verify the dates at
http://www.w4gg.org/ (updated 8/13/19 by Ken, KW4UC)
3rd Tuesdays: The Winston-Salem Project Group,
locations varies, now on Zoom.
Goto
www.almondtree.com for details.
4th Mondays(?): Guildford Amateur Radio Association
Eat IN-PERSON MEETING STATUS UNKONWN at 6:30pm
and the meeting is at 7:15pm. Sara’s Kabob Shop on 5340 W.
Market Street in Greensboro 27409. Verify the dates at
http://www.w4gso.org/ (updated 8/13/19 by Ken, KW4UC)
2nd Saturdays: Tri-County Amateur Radio Club ,
SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE Thomasville: 2nd
Saturday at Loflin's Rest. 108 Randolph St., Thomasville. 8:30
to meet and eat. Check NC4AR.org for any last minute
changes in time or venue. (Updated 2/28/2020 by John,
W8LWX)
Last Mondays: Stokes County Amateur Radio Society
SCARS IN-PERSON MEETING STATUS UNKONWN
http://k4stk.com/index.html
Knightlites QRP Club IN-PERSON MEETING STATUS
UNKONWN http://www.knightlites.org/ Usually meets in Cary.
Spread the word. See website for details.
Briarpatch Amateur Radio Club - IN-PERSON MEETING
STATUS UNKNOWN Next club meeting is ? ; the meeting will
be held at TCRH. Meetings and FCC Test Sessions Test
sessions are held at the Twin County Regional Hospital in
G a l ax , VA un l es s o t h e r w i s e a n n o u n ce d .
http://galaxbarc.tripod.com (This has not been updated for a
while.)
Last Mondays: Lexington, NC Healing Springs Mountain
VHF Society (except Nov. and Dec., usually first Mondays in
Dec.) Currently meets on W4PAR repeater, 146.910 (T107.2).
(Updated 5/6/2020 by Bill, W4EXT)
2nd Tuesdays: Greenville, NC Brightleaf Amateur Radio
Club, W4AMC Next meeting is by Zoom on May 12, 2020 at
7PM. Details: www.w4amc.com (update 5/6/2020 by
W4YDY)
Any clubs not mentioned or listed incorrectly are welcome to send a note to dedwards <at> dwepe <dot>
com and include any updates or additions.

3nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc. Business
Meeting. ONLY ON ZOOM UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE Open
to all FARC members and interested visitors. Normally at 66
Pizza, on Stratford Rd just past Hanes mall Blvd and behind
Village Tavern, but currently on Zoom. At 66 Pizza we start
arriving for dinner about 5:30-ish, the meeting is at 7:30.
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Upcoming Programs
May Program will be our own famous FARC Life
Member, Riley Hollingsworth, K4ZDH, on the new
Volunteer Monitor Program, which replaces the
Official Observer Program. It will be on Zoom.
June will be all about Field Day.
July will be our new ARRL NC Section Manager,
Marv Hoffman, WA4NC.

Welcome to N4TKI
We would like to welcome
Daniel Ferfuson, formerly
KO4CTO, who passed his
tech license at the March
FCC exams, and especially
to congratulate him for
getting his grandfather’s call,
N4TKI. Daniel joined us on
one of the Wednesday Tech Talk meetings on Zoom.
Can’t find much about the original N4TKI, he was
originally licensed as K2HRB, but later changed his
call to N4TKI. He did radio work in WW2. In the
1950s and 1960s he worked at a radio shop in
Buffalo, NY. Also Grandpa taught Morse code to
Boy Scouts in the 1950s. Ham radio activity may
have dropped off some in the 1960s and 1970s but
got back into it in the 1980s early mid 80s and 90s
the family remembers him in the shack working.

The main FARC in-person meeting night (2nd
Mondays) is suspended until further notice but it will
be held by Zoom video-conferencing. The April
meeting was a success by all means with 72 sign-in
participating. The meeting is normally the Second
Monday night at the Red Cross Building on
Coliseum Drive with the meeting starting at 7:30 PM
(7:29:56.5 PM this month!). FCC testing is usually
available (suspended right now), please preregister
at info <at> w4nc <dot> com when exams start back.
Examinees should plan on arriving at 6:15 PM.
The FARC Business Meeting is now on Zoom on the
third Monday of the month. Email dedwards <at>
dwepe <dot> com if you want to be added to the list.
It is open to all. Normally it is held at 66 Pizza on
Stratford Rd just west of Hanes Mall Blvd. The
meeting starts around 7:30 pm. (We usually arrive a
little earlier (~5:30 for some of us) and order dinner.)
All are welcome.

Doing a little digging into old 1950s Callbooks found
that he was:
K2HRB John R. Shoemaker, Post Office Box 123, Lancaster, N. Y.
K2HRB JOHN R. SHOEMAKER. 96 SCHWARTZ RD. BOX 123. Lancaster, N. Y.

And if you think that font is small, you should check
old Callbooks. The font was smaller and the pages
were thin. Checking the address on Google maps
shows that the house is no longer there.
Regardless, it is great that a grandson is keeping the
old flame alive. Congratulations on getting the call
back and keeping it in the family. If there is a family
member that was licensed and you would like his
call, first it can’t have been reassigned and secondly
you can ask the FCC to assign it to you.
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From the President
by Sam Poindexter, NI4TG
Paypal is live on
the website with a
l i n k
a n d
explanation. It has
been tested
several times.
Stacey, W1LLO,
came up with the
p a y p a l . m e
t e c h n i c a l
implementation (Thanks Stacey!).
The important issue is that the
"comment" box must be used to
note...... donation, 2020 dues, etc.
Setting up a paypal account is required
at time of payment if you don’t have
one, but works easily and is very fluid in
the process, so much so, that it's
almost unnoticed.

FARC Dues have gone up . .

THE ASHEVILLE RADIO MUSEUM
Closed for now but . . .The Museum is usually open on Saturdays
from 1 PM – 3 PM (summer hours). We welcome visits from
hams, ham club groups and families with children – especially
those interested in amateur radio and how radio waves were
discovered and made useful. Dozens and dozens of ham and
home radios on display, not to mention antique Morse code
practice machines and a Morse recorder, a spark gap transmitter,
World War II radios (Gibson Girl, B17 bomber, Nazi propaganda),
Asheville's 1930s first police car radio, Philco's 1930s mystery
remote control for console radios, a replica of Marconi's first
receiver and much more! Admission and parking are free.
Directions are on www.avlradiomuseum.org at the bottom of the
home page. For group tours or additional information, please use
the contact form found near the directions.
Not able to drive to Asheville? Take our smart phone tour of two
dozen interesting items on display. Download the free app from
the link at the top of our home page. Many other Asheville tours
also available using this app.
An interesting visit is guaranteed for all!
https://www.avlradiomuseum.org/

Dues went up this year, but not by much. If
you have paid, thank you, if not you can
now use PayPal.
Goto the
www.w4nc.com web site and click on the
PayPal logo. PLEASE, in the blank area
where you can send a note to the club,
PLEASE put in what membership level
you are paying for and any donations to
the club AND YOUR CALLSIGN. This
information is essential and will be sent to
the club Treasurer and club Secretary so
that you get proper credit. You will also get
an email back stating the amount that you
have sent to the club. AS 73 Magazine
used to put on their cover . . . cheap!
May, 2020
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Minutes of the Forsyth Amateur
Radio Club Meeting 9 March 2020

By Stacey MacArthur, W1LLO
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

1. Call to Order and Welcome: The 13 April 2020
meeting of the Forsyth
Amateur Radio Club was
called to order by
President Sam
Poindexter (NI4TG) at
1930 hours. The meeting
was held on Zoom video
conferencing software
due to the COVID-19
pandemic. Sam
welcomed all attendees,
approximately 62, for
joining us this evening.
2. Announcements: During the virus emergency
plans have changed almost daily. A thank you to
Terry Brown, Don Edwards, Harold Richardson,
Stacey MacArthur, and Harlan Cobert for
keeping things organized. Shop and technical
talk meeting scheduled on Zoom weekly on
Wednesday nights at 7:30. This gives people a
chance to socialize while everyone is stuck
inside. Please see Don’s email for the invite link.
If anyone hears of any club member or family
member that has fallen ill, please let Don
Edwards (WS4NC) or Stacey MacArthur
(W1LLO) know. We would like to support these
folks and send them well wishes.
3. 90th Anniversary: The clubs 90th Anniversary
celebration is still on even though the pandemic
has thrown a wrench into the works. There are
still opportunities for Hams @ Home events
where any club member may use the W4NC/90
callsign from their home location for a set time
period. Please contact a club officer if you would
like to participate.
4. Gift Cards: The monthly board meeting
normally meets at 66 Pizza and Grill every
month. Since the pandemic has caused many
businesses to close or only offer curbside pickup
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and delivery, many have fallen on hard times. To
help, we are purchasing gift cards from 66 Pizza
as a group to be used later. If you would like to
participate and purchase a gift card for yourself,
please send $25.00 via PayPal to
treasurer@w4nc.com. Please include a little
extra to cover the transfer fee or send it by
“Sending to a friend” option rather than “Paying
for an item or service”. In the notes comment how
many and what it’s for. The cards may be mailed
or picked up when we can meet again. Cards can
also be used for food at the board meeting.
5. Field Day: Henry Heidtmann (W2DZO) gave
an update on field day. This pandemic has
changed the way we have had to do many things
in the past month or so; Field day is no exception.
Even though it’s still a couple months out we
must be ready to change our operating to meet
the situation. Operators must follow their states
mandates, and if the distancing restrictions have
not been lifted by June, the ARRL has advised
stations to operate from home using 1D or 1E
stations. (commercial power and emergency
power respectively). These stations may then be
submitted under a club group name. This could
be an opportunity to test our emergency
operating skills which is what Field Day has
always been about. More details in the coming
months.
6. Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Kent Englebert
(K4HKE) gave a brief treasurer’s report. Our
balance in the bank is $4921.24. Only major
expense forthcoming will be lawyer expenses in
connection to the bylaws.
7. Testing and Repeater Report: Dale Mierisch
(WB9SZL) presented the testing and repeater
report. Testing has been suspended for the
moment due to the pandemic until July 1st, 2020.
Still waiting on information on remote testing.
The hospital is inaccessible for the time being so
there will be no work done on the 146.64
repeater until later. Filters are still being
investigated to prevent the interference problem.
145.47 is up and running well as well as the
EchoLink node. EchoLink is up for the 147.315
repeater.
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8. Program: This month’s program was a
COVID-19 update and presentation by Harlan
Cobert (W1HRC). Multiple telephone resources
have been established for COVID-19
information. That number to dial for the state is
211. The county information line is (336) 5820800.
9. Business Meeting: Sam (NI4TG) reminded
everyone about our upcoming business meeting
next Monday via Zoom. The meeting starts at
7:30. The link will be distributed via e-mail.
10. Adjournment of Meeting: A motion was made
and seconded. Meeting was adjourned at 2030.
11. Partial List of Meeting Attendees: Below is a
partial list of FARC meeting attendees.
Don Edwards WS4NC, Stacey MacArthur
W1LLO, Sam Poindexter NI4TG, Harold
Richardson N4HER, Dale Mierisch WB9SZL,
Steve Patterson WA3RTC, Mark Gaines
KM4TUK, Henry Smith W4HHS, Jim Bielski
KJ4FIN, Van Key KC4WSK, Harlan Cobert
W1HRC, Wayne Yankee KO4BUD, David Shoaf
KC4X, Kent Englebert K4HKE, Bruce Bailiff
WB4QCM, David Nicholson N2AWE, David
Ramsey W4OIL, Henry Heidtmann W2DZO,
Michael Pope K4OLD, Ron Gregoire W4UDB,
Ron Adkins KM4WPN, Steve Weifenbach
W 3 S AW, D i c k H a t t a w a y W 4 P I D , F r e d
Overstreet WB4QXG, Steve Mellen K2MLN,
Nick Hunter KN4UOL, Daniel Ferguson
KO4CTO, Terry Good W3NPS, Mark Scott
K4MV, Judson Davis KG4OHQ, Charles Small
KM4IVY, Jack Rowe K4OZ, Jerry Brown
W4LKN, Jim Register KV4SJ, Andrew Gusek
NC4AG, Terry Brown AK4D, Wayne Collins
KK4ZHL , Bon McClellan W3AVB, Mary
McClellan KM4WPO, Jonathan Sharp
K M 4 R AD , S t e v e I l t i s K M 4 O C R, B r u c e
Thompson AD4ET, Marcia Thompson NC4MT,
Ben Wasilauskas K4GHS, Wayne Ashworth
W4HG, Lou Mayer KK4NUB, Geoff Rudy
KK4MOV, Brian Harrison KN4R, Andy Brinkley
NC4AB, Doc Holiday WB4DOC, David Jones
KN4VBT, Roy Terwilliger W4LLZ, Peter Van

May, 2020

Houten N4PVH, Ken Kayser K2KXK, Mike
Mahan KB4WJA, John Canup KM4HVB, Bill
Kennedy WD4OTY, Brian Kuebert NZ4N, Trip
Owens N4NTO, Bryce Lambeth KE4ZFN,
Thomas Hickey N4TUG, Gene Bowman
WB4MSG.

Minutes of the Forsyth Amateur
Radio Club Business Meeting – 16
March 2020
By Stacey MacArthur, W1LLO
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club
1. Call to Order and Welcome: The monthly Board of
Directors Business Meeting, Forsyth Amateur Radio
Club, was called to order by President Sam
Poindexter (NI4TG) at 1930 hours. The meeting was
held on Zoom video conferencing software due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
2. Meeting Attendees: The 22 meeting attendees
were, Don Edwards WS4NC, Sam Poindexter
NI4TG, Harold Richardson N4HER, Stephen
Patterson WA3RTC, Terry Brown AK4D, Jim Register
KV4SJ, Van Key KC4WSK, Ron Gregoire W4WDB,
Ken Kayser K2KXK, Stacey MacArthur W1LLO,
Michael Pope K4OLD, Dale Mierisch WB9SZL,
Harlan Cobert W1HRC, David Nicholson N2AWE,
Kent Englebert K4HKE, Bob McClellan W3AVB,
Mary McClellan KM4WPO, Mark Gaines KM4TUK,
Gene Bowman WB4MSG, Doc Holliday WB4DOC,
Geoff Rudy KK4MOV, Bobby Meier AA9AU.
3. Announcements: Sam (NI4TG) called 66 Pizza to
cancel for tonight’s scheduled meeting. 66 is still
open for takeout and curbside pickup although the
dining room remains closed. Following up on the
previous discussion on the 66 Pizza gift cards, Kent
(K4HKE) has purchased the gift cards and those who
elected to have them mailed will go out shortly. Others
will be held until the first available in-person meeting
date. The coronavirus committee, who consists of
Don (WS4NC) Sam (NI4TG) Terry (AK4D) and
Harlan (W1HRC), are still monitoring the situation
daily. We all look forward to meeting in person again,
although it will not be happening anytime soon. If
there is any input or questions, please let a member
of the team know. The May general meeting will be
Riley Hollingsworth with the FCC monitoring
program, and the June general meeting is reserved
for field day.
Continued on the next page
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4. Budget: Kent Englebert (K4HKE) gave the annual
budget presentation. Kent designed an informative
spreadsheet and presented it to the board, with
multiple lines having been included this year by
request. We are in fairly good shape this year with
fewer expenses due to the virus. Along those same
lines, if Field Day does not happen at Hobby park this
year, that means less money out. Field day is a large
expenditure and a major part of the budget. The
budget was voted on and approved.
5. Bylaws: The bylaws are complete. The final
version of the bylaws will be forwarded back to the
attorney for filing and final payment.
6. Field Day: The ARRL has yet to come out with any
more information. At this point we are remaining fluid,
and planning for both scenarios; operating from
Hobby Park as a scaled down event or operating from
home as discussed previously at the April General
Meeting. A date has been set for June 1st to decide on
a final course of action.

League of Mad Scientists!
The next League of Mad Scientists will be May 23,
4th Saturday 10:00AM - 12:00 Noon by Zoom
teleconferencing. URL, message ID, and password
will be on the above website before Saturday
morning. Program is TBD. Have an technical
question, interesting fact, or just discuss recent
techie-ness? Join us.
https://loms.micomputerscience.tech/
Thank you, Dr. Robert J. Meier, AA9AU

7. Shack and Tower Clean-up: The tower clean-up
project has been put on hold, as well as the shack
clean up until the virus situation has been resolved.
Each member of the clean-up committee has their
assignments and will continue working on those
independently but will be unable to implement any
changes until able to re-enter the red-cross.
8. Remote Hams: Remote Hams is currently down,
the internet is up, but the computer is nonresponsive. Don (WS4NC) will attempt to reset the
computer later this week.
9. Future Meetings: Any future Zoom meeting links
will be sent out via e-mail prior to the meeting date.
10. Auxcomm/Ares: The Auxcomm group has been
performing drills on ICS message forms. Since there
has been some confusion, plans are in place to use
Zoom for training meetings to augment on-the-air
training. After the coronavirus emergency has
eased, there are also plans to hold training drills for
those who are WebEOC certified.
11. Adjournment of Meeting:
adjourned at 2054 hours.

May, 2020

The meeting was

FARC Newsletter

Page 16

ARRL SANCTIONED
FORSYTH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC

HAM FESTIVAL!
October 10, 2020
At this beautiful location:
Robinhood Road Baptist Church
5422 Robinhood Rd, Winston-Salem, NC 27106
7AM until Noon.
See W4NC.com for additional details.
$6 admission at the entrance to parking
Talk-In: The talk-in frequency will be
145.470 MHz, pl tone 100 Hz.
Dealers will be attending in the INDOOR area.
Door Prizes: Yes, many
Indoor Tables: On a ﬁrst come-ﬁrst serve basis, a limited number of tables will be
available inside for a $10 fee per table.
Flea Market Area:Fleamarket spaces are available for $6 per parking space until
sold out.
FCC Testing: Not planned, but there will be the normal license session at the
next FARC Club meeting on Monday, October 12

Saturday, October 10, 2020
May, 2020
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FORSYTH COUNTY AUXCOMM –
ARES MEMBERS ARE BUSY
by Harlan Cobert, W1HRC
Members of Forsyth County
AuxComm – ARES have
been a busy lot. Not only
does an average of 21
members check into our
weekly Thursday evening
training nets (8:30pm on
145.470+ 100hz), they
have been working public
service events and
attending other training.

FORSYTH COUNTY AUXCOMM – ARES
STAFF
AuxComm – ARES does not operate solely with one
person. It takes a team of people dedicated to
making the program work. Currently we have five
staff personnel however we are seeking others to fill
specific roles.

Seen this form before?
If you haven’t filled out one of these recently, we
need to update our records. We are working on
getting a form that can be filled out on line, but until
then how about filling a new copy (see the next-tothe-last page) and either emailing it to Stacey,
W1LLO or give her a copy a the next FARC meeting.
Harlan would also like an updated ARES/AuxComm
form. And while you are at it . . .

AuxComm – ARES Manager (EC): W1HRC Harlan
AuxComm - ARES Deputy Emergency Coordinator: WA4NOT Jim
AuxComm – ARES Operations Officer: W1LLO Stacey
AuxComm – ARES Technical Services: WB9SZL Dale
AuxComm – ARES Public Information Officer: WS4NC Don
AuxComm – ARES Deputy Operations Officer - West: OPEN
AuxComm – ARES Deputy Operations Officer – East: OPEN
AuxComm – ARES Training Officer: OPEN

If you are interested in filling one of these staff
positions please let Harlan (W1HRC), Jim
(WA4NOT) or Stacey (W1LLO) know. You may also
email your desire to serve to ARES <at> W4NC
<dot> Com.
Continued on the next page
Harlan Cobert (W1HRC)

Don Edwards (WS4NC)

AuxComm - ARES Manager (EC)

AuxCom - ARES
Public Information Oﬃcer

Jim Mansﬁeld (WA4NOT)
AuxComm - ARES AEC

Stacey MacArthur (W1LLO)
AuxComm - ARES AEC
Operations (East)

OPEN
AuxComm - ARES AEC
Operations (West)

OPEN

Dale Mierisch (WB9SZL)
AuxComm - ARES AEC
Technical Services

AuxComm - ARES AEC
Training

May, 2020
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AUXCOMM – ARES STICKERS AND
PATCHES ARE AVAILABLE
We now have the official
Forsyth County AuxCommARES emblem in a 3” patch
and sticker available for sale.
The patches cost $4.00 and
stickers are $1.50 each.
These items will be available

Forsyth County AUXCOMM-ARES 2020
Update:

for purchase at any FARC Club meeting and select
activities. Cash is preferred and exact payment is
appreciated. See Harlan (W1HRC) for these items.

ADDITIONAL RELATED AUXCOMMARES TRAINING
All classes are canceled due to the national
emergency, until further notice.

I C S- 3 0 0 I N TE R ME D IATE I C S FO R
EXPANDING INCIDENTS
This course is recommended by the Winston
Salem/Forsyth County Emergency Management
for those AuxComm - ARES personnel that will be
acting in a Communications Team Lead position.
The course is a three day long, all day class room
course and is provided locally by Emergency
Management several times annually. Personnel
desiring to take this course must register for it via
NCTERMS at: https://terms.ncem.org/TRS/.
Course Prerequisites: Must have completed ICS100, ICS-200, ICS-700, and ICS-800.

SKYWARN
To obtain critical weather
information, the National
Weather Service (NWS)
established SKYWARN®
with partner organizations.
SKYWARN® is a volunteer
program with between
350,000 and 400,000 trained
severe weather spotters. These volunteers help
keep their local communities safe by providing
timely and accurate reports of severe weather to the
National Weather Service. Course Dates: To Be
Determined

The year 2020 has so far been interesting to say the
least. What started off to be a busy year for us has
ground to a halt. We are now under Stay-At-Home
orders which resulted in canceled activities and
training. A lot of the planned training and exercises
for this year have either been canceled or
indefinitely postponed. So where does that leave
us? The simple answer is …. ON THE AIR.
We will continue to do training on Thursday nets.
Starting this month we will be practicing sending and
receiving messages, 10 meter exercise, hold the net
on 70cm UHF repeater, and discuss the use of
digital communications protocols. Nets are
normally 30 minutes however we may extend a net
longer to accommodate the training or exercise
planned. The goal is to not exceed 1 hour however.
Opportunity awaits: There are many ways to
practice Running an AuxComm – ARES weekly net
is one way. You do not have to run one every week,
just pick one or two up a year. Attend the tabletop
exercises when they are conducted. Participate in
the on-air drills. Take a lead role in these exercises
and drills.
At this time, Tour to Tanglewood planning is still on
going and the plan is to hopefully have the event in
September. Time will tell as the country starts
getting back to normal once the Stay-At-Home
orders are rescinded. We will hold the Basic
EmComm 101 and EOC NCS courses in the fall as
well.
Practice, Practice, Practice. As they say, Practice
makes perfect. While we talk on the radio almost
daily, our emergency communications skills,
working in WebEOC, with the ICS paperwork and so
forth is perishable. We need to practice and hone
our skills to keep them sharp. Saying, “Well I have
taken the classes so I am qualified” is setting
yourself and the team up for failure. Unless you
practice those skills and what was learned in class
More AUXCOMM/ARES next page

May, 2020
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FEMA ICS ON-LINE COURSES

you will have confusion when you need to actually
do the job for real. As most of you know I am a
member of the Forsyth County Incident
Management Team. During the past 12 months, I
have completed over 350 hours of training,
participated in 3 exercises and 2 deployments for an
additional 175 hours. It takes time and commitment
to be prepared to serve in times of emergencies and
disasters. YOU have put in the time to take the
classes now it is up to you to put in the time to
develop those skills that were taught.
Remember that even though we are called amateur
radio operators … YOU are a professional
communicator …. Exercise, drill and practice as the
professional you are.
Support the Thursday night ARES/AuxComm
training net:

The Forsyth County ARES/AuxComm
Training Net
meets each Thursday evening at 8:30 PM local time.
The Net is conducted on the W4NC 145.470 + (T100)
repeater and is used for Emcomm training, practice and
training in emergency / disaster response and public
service communications. All amateurs are invited and
encouraged to participate in this net. Our backup
repeaters are the K4GW 147.315 + (T100) repeater and
the W4NC 146.640 + (T100). All repeaters cover the
Forsyth County Area. In May there will also be a Zoom
training meeting on ICS 213. Meeting ID: 832-94235893 password club call lower case.

We are “stuck” at home so what to do?
Well
besides that long awaited honey-do list, how about
some on-line training. FEMA has hundreds of
emergency preparedness and response related
courses all FREE and on-line. Taking them will
increase your knowledge and your abilities for
AuxComm-ARES activations. It’s all about KSA …
Knowledge, Skills and Abilities.
SERVED PARTNERS
WINSTON SALEM/FORSYTH COUNTY
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
AMERICAN RED CROSS
MS SOCIETY

Nor th Ca r ol i na Tr a i ni ng E x e rc i s e
Response Management System
Various AuxComm courses, like ICS-300, can be
registered at NCTERMS. goggle NCTERMS for
more information. terms.ncem.org/TRS/ should
take you to the front page where you can register
and look at the courses that are available. Most
courses will be available, some are restricted. (It is
safe to assume that all in-person classes are
canceled until after the national emergency.)
Future Training Being Planned:
First Aid and CPR/AED

ARES/AuxComm Documentation:
Some important downloads for ARES/AuxComm
are available and can be downloaded by going to
www.w4nc.cm and clicking the ARES link.

For forms and more information go to
www.w4nc.com and check the AuxComm/ARES
link on the left of the page. NOTE: AuxComm/ARES
members do not self-deploy.

Add me to Newsletter email List

Some emails accidently got lost when I transistioned the
Newsletter list to Mail Chimp. If you are inside Forsyth
County and have a ham license please join the club. If
you are outside FC (or you don’t have a ham license) and
want to be added send me an email with FARC Newsletter
in the Subject and in the body of the email include your
email address, name and call so I can easily paste it into
the list. Send to dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com
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What is ARES/AuxComm???
ARES/AuxComm is the
function of the Amateur
Radio Relay League
Field Organization
which coordinates ham
radio resp ons es as
communicators in
disaster situations and
public service events.
Local ARES/AuxComm units are formed at the
county level led by an appointed volunteer
Emergency Coordinator. A ham radio license is
required for ARES/AuxComm membership, as is a
registration form listing contact information and
band / mode capabilities. This form is available from
the Emergency Coordinator. There are no fees or
dues; nor is club membership required.
All hams may participate by volunteering their time
and the use of their radio equipment for
ARES/AuxComm activities. Currently almost all of
our local activities use VHF / UHF FM; so hams with
any class of license can participate.
Locally, ARES/AuxComm is sponsored by the
Forsyth Amateur Radio Club which allows the use of
the club’s repeaters and some of the club’s
equipment for ARES/AuxComm needs.
Our primary disaster service partners are the
American Red Cross and Forsyth Emergency
Management. We participate in training exercises
with them, and in communications emergencies can
be activated to serve in their responses. The most
likely activation is to provide backup
communications in Red Cross shelters when they
are opened.
The major public service event for Forsyth County
ARES/AuxComm is the annual, two-day Tour to
Tanglewood Bike MS event. Hams are stationed at
rest areas and in event vehicles to provide point-topoint communications.

FARC 90th
Anniversary
On December 31, 2019 turns
89. December 31, 2020 we turn
90 years old. We plan to make
all of 2020 a 90th year
celebration. Right now due to
the CoVid-19 emergency things are on hold - although if
someone would like you can run W4NC/90 is you ask, or
we might can make arrangements for the W4NC
RemoteHams.
A number of events have been planned to help us
celebrate! This includes multiple on-air events through
out the year, plus our Hams @ Home (FARC Members
operating W4NC/90 from home stations) mini-events with
our members! Contact us at any of these events and
request a special W4NC/90 QSL card. Contact us once
during 4 different events and earn all 4 unique QSL cards
that when placed together complete a larger image! An
11X17 certificate that holds all four cards is also available
for a small fee.*
*QSL cards are by SASE only. Participant must pay
printing and shipping fee for certificate. Applicable fees to
be announced later. Rules are subject to revision at this
point.
Current List of Events:
Field Day - June 27-28
Public Event (to be announced) - September
Anniversary Event - December
Hams @ Home - Anytime throughout the year
Hams @ Home mini-events are events where our
members can sign up for an advertised time slot (6-8
hours) to make contacts using the W4NC/90 callsign from
their home station! Contacting the authorized station
during this time period allows you to request a special
QSL card!
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Newsletter Classified
We’ve tried this before but there seems to be little interest. We’ll give it a run again. If
you want to sell something please write your own ad (funny helps) and list yourcall
callsign along with either your email or your phone number. I’ll run it in the next two
Newsletters. I can include small pictures. Please let me know if it sells so I can remove it
- it will drop after two months. There was a suggestion that donations be solicited for this.
Any offers? Send your ad to dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com. I’ll start it off.

HAM GEAR FOR SALE
Hy-Gain TH-3MK4 BEAM Brand new in the box and
unopened. A new one like this with shipping and tax is about
$600. This one $450, Don, WS4NC 336 413 3838 or email
dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com [04/20]
AL-811H amplifier with 4 EXTRA tubes and an ARB-704
keying interface. All works perfectly and with full (800W)
power out on all bands. $650.00 Call Jim, NA4J 336-575-7453
[02/20]
MFJ-962D Versa Tuner III. 1.5KW input power (that’s 800W
output to you and me). The perfect tuner to match the AL-811H
you just bought (see above)! $200 Call Jim, NA4J 336-5757453
Logikey K-1 Keyer. Rare find and works perfectly, include
original packaging and manual. $75 Call Jim, NA4J 336-5757453 [02/20]
Hy-Gain AV14AVQ four band (40, 20, 15, 10) vertical. Internal
loading coiil helps provide perfect match and reduces noise
coupled from ground. Includes about thrity 33-foot radial wires.
$100 Call Jim, NA4J 336-575-7453 [02/20]
Yaesu FT-65R 5W VHF/UHF HT new in box never opened
because I ordered 2 by mistake. Liking mine so far. I paid $95
shipped. Yours for $90. Email Steve, K2MLN: stevemellen <at>
gmail <dot> com.
HELP WANTED
YOUR AD Why isn’t it here? Be witty - or I’ll help. Send email
to dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com [10/2019]
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Beam and Tower for sale:

Jim Winters, W4YF

A person that is a town
resident, I believe, moved
into a house with an
amateur antenna system.
The new owner would like
to have the mas t and
antennas removed. It's a
nice mono-pole with 2
beams.
If anyone is
interested in the system
there are pictures below.
The price is negotiable.
The owners email address
is:
maustin@carolina.rr.com
and the phone# is: 980521-6811.

I assume that the antenna above is still available, I’m
going to run this for another month, just in case.

More For Sale Items on the next
page

FARC Newsletter

Page 22

W4MLU Estate Sale
by Bill, W4WHW
I am currently helping the family dispose of the
radio and electronics items in the estate of
Mike Upchurch (W4MLU-SK.) I was hoping to
have an 'electronics yard sale' for all to move
these items out. However with the virus
issues, this is not possible. Consequently I am
allowing prospective purchasers to come by
and pick up (or view items) by appointment.
The attached listing contains some of the
larger items available. There are many smaller
items which are too numerous to list. As of
today (5/2/20), all items in the attached listing
are still available. If you have an interest in any
of these items, please contact me via email
directly to tube.radio@gmail.com. [Ed. note:
this is from the Raleigh Area - just so that you
know.]
Update 5/6/2020
Here is the latest W4MLU (SK) estate sale
listing. Some additional stuff has been added
and some prices adjusted down per the owner.
All sale items will be available until Friday May
15th at which time the sale will be concluded.
73 Bill W4WHW
W4MLU Estate Sale
42” Floor Drum Cooling Fan $120.00
Motorola MCS2000 mobile w/mic MCS2000 $50.00
Realistic PRO-2005 Scanner PRO-2005 $25.00
Bearcat 15 10 channel scanner w/crystals 15 $10.00
Motorola MCS2000 mobile w/mic MCS2000 $50.00
Antique Floor Radio $15.00
Antique Floor Radio $15.00
20ft Class 1A Fiberglass Extension Ladder Werner 6220 $100.00
16ft Class 2 Aluminum Extension Ladder $30.00
6ft Aluminum Step Ladder $20.00
Manual Pole Saw $10.00
Shovels $5.00
Rakes $5.00
Billy Goat Yard Vacuum $200.00
Greenway DeThacher $50.00
Dewalt Compressor w/hose $150.00
Ryobi Corner Sander $10.00
Black & Decker Sander $10.00
Chicago Electric MultiTool $10.00
Chicage Electric Drill Press w/vise $35.00
Dewalt Rotozip Kit $50.00

May, 2020

Dewalt Battery Saw Kit $50.00
Ryobi Jig Saw Kit $20.00
Desktop Gumball Machine w/stand $30.00
Air Hose Reel $25.00
A/S On-Glass Cellular Antenna $5.00
Larsen Mag Mount Antenna $5.00
Kenwood Microphone KMC-28A $30.00
Motorola Hump Mount Bracket $2.00
Ericsson Orion/LPE Programmer $10.00
Win98 Computer Only $10.00
Motorola Speaker Base $5.00
Motorola Base Station Ctl Panel $5.00
Motorola power supply/radio cabinet 13624 $30.00
Motorola Mobile w/mic Maxtrac $20.00
Motorola System 9000 Spectra Mobile 9000 $50.00
Motorola DC Remote $2.00
2 Red Plectrons w/crystals $10.00
Phillips Antenna Antenna Rotor $20.00
Phillips Antenna Antenna Rotor $20.00
CPI Communications MR202 MR202 $5.00
500ft LMR-400 Coax LMR400 $400.00
Spool RG6 Coax $35.00
Box RG6 Coax $30.00
CAT2 Roll Blue 250ft $5.00
CAT2 Roll Yellow 250ft $5.00
CAT2 Roll Green 250ft $5.00
55aH Battery $15.00
Stereo System Cabinet w/glass doors $30.00
4x Cable Splitter (2) $1.00
2x Cable Splitter (2) $1.00
Electroline Drop Amp w/power block EDA4-GR $5.00
Electroline Drop Amp EDA4-GR $2.00
Electroline Drop Amp EDA4-GR $2.00
Toner Drop Amp TDA-R-115-4 $5.00
Realistic Phono Preamp 42-2101 $2.00
Logitek Phono Preamp BPA-200 $5.00
Arcadian 902-928 Mhz Omni Base Antenna 6Dbd FG9026 $40.00
Arcadian 450-460 Mhz Omni Base Antenna 5 Dbd FG4505 $50.00
Arcadian 902-928 Mhz Yagi Base Antenna 13 Dbd PC9013N
$60.00
Antenna Specialist 896-940 Mhz Yagi $40.00
Antenna Specialist 806-866 Mhz Yagi $40.00
Antenna Specialist Mobile Monitor Antenna MON-53 $10.00
Stainless Steel 108” Whip $5.00
Unknown Base Helical Antenna $10.00
N Power Dividers/Circulators $10.00
GE Master II Mobile $10.00
GE Master II Base PS/Receivers $10.00
Sencore MU140 Tube Tester $100.00
Ampex 601/620 Tape Deck Combo $400.00
Diamond D-130J Antenna D-130J $70.00
Craftsman Metal Tool Box $5.00
Toolbox Seat $5.00
Wing Chair $50.00
Wing Chair $50.00
Coffee Table $30.00
End Table w/lamp $25.00
End Table w/lamp $25.00
Box of RF Adaptors $10.00
Uniden Bearcat BCD796D Scanner Radio only $60.00
Uniden Bearcat BCD796D Scanner Radio only $60.00
Uniden Bearcat BCD796D Scanner Radio only missing knob
$50.00
Uniden BCD536HP Scanner /radio/ps only BCD536HP $180.00
Uniden BCD396XT Scanner /complete BCD396XT $100.00
Grecom PSR600 Scanner /complete PSR600 $100.00
Realistic PRO-2006 Scanner PRO-2006 $50.00
Realistic PRO-96 Scanner /less ps PRO-96 $80.00
Scanner crystals w/Tray $75.00
Scanner crystals w/Tray $50.00
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Antique Scanners (box1) $30.00
Antique Scanners (box2) $30.00
Antique Scanners (loose) $10.00
Kenwood Mobile w/base PS and mic TK-8180H $100.00
Uniden Bearcat BC796D Scanner /less accs $80.00
Uniden Bearcat BC796D Scanner /less accs $80.00
Uniden Bearcat BC796D Scanner /less accs $80.00
Realistic 20-496 Digital Scanner 20-496 $65.00
Computer Red-Core2 2.4Ghz 250gb drive wiped $60.00
Computer Black-P4-2.4Ghz wiped $40.00
Computer No Case-i3 3.6Ghz 8GB Ram Win7 $100.00
Computer Black-Celron 2.4Ghz wiped $30.00
Computer Gray-C2 Duo 2.3G 1G Ram WinXp $30.00
Pile of Ethernet Cables $5.00
Pile of Misc Cables $5.00
Box of Fans $15.00
Box of SCSI Cards $5.00
Box of Video Cards $5.00
Box of Sound Cards $5.00
Box of NICs $5.00
Box of Serial Adaptors $10.00
Computer Case Hardware $5.00
CDROM Storage Case $2.00
CDROM Storage Case $2.00
CDROM Storage Case $2.00
CDROM Storage Case $2.00
Dell 1906FP Monitor w/sound bar $10.00
Dell U2212Hmc Monitor $25.00
Pioneer Stereo System Timer DT-510 $10.00
I5 Web Computer Green-C2 Duo-3G-2GB-RAM Wiped $50.00
Innovative Monitor Arm w/21” Dell monitor $75.00
Uniden Accesory Control Panel BC-RH96 $15.00
Uniden External Speaker ESP-12 $10.00
HP P2035n Printer $20.00
Gigabyte H170M Motherboard $25.00
i5 Processor $50.00
i3 Processor $25.00
8gb Memory Pack $20.00
Computer Case (New) $15.00
Intel Processor Fan $5.00
PCMCIA serial adapter $2.00
USB Floppy Drive $2.00
USB Case adapter $1.00
7300GT Video Card $2.00
120mm case fan $1.00
Cooler Master 450W PS (New) $25.00
Miushkin 550W PS (New) $30.00
Corsair CX500 Power Supply $35.00
Zyxel NAS220 300GB $40.00
Buffalo HD-H120LAN Linkstation NAS 160GB $20.00
Icom IC-R100 Receiver RIC-R100 $80.00
Uniden Bearcat BC780XLT Scanner /complete BC780XLT $25.00
Radio Shack PRO-2042 Scanner /less box PRO-2042 $25.00
Radio Shack PRO-2046 PRO-2046 $15.00
Uniden Bearcat BC895XLT Scanner /complete BC895XLT $35.00
Radio Shack PRO-2006 /missing AC cord PRO-2006 $25.00
Radio Shack PRO-2006 /missing AC cord PRO-2006 $25.00
Radio Shack PRO-2006 PRO-2006 $30.00
Radio Shack PRO-2005 PRO-2005 $25.00
Optoelectronics RS PRO2005 Serial Interface $10.00
Icom IC-R7100 Receiver IC-R7100 $200.00
King Bed Frame w/ drawers $80.00
TV Stand $15.00
Bed w/headboard & mattrass $100.00
Chest of Drawers $40.00
Dresser w/mirror $50.00
Bedside Table $20.00
Small Square Storage Table $10.00
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USPS Suspensions

by Don, WS4NC

Yes, I know most QSLing is done by electronic mail
these days. But some of us want a real card we can
hold in our hands. And most of you know I collect old
(mostly really old Forsyth County) QSLs. I find it
amazing that for $0.35 I can have a man walk from
my house to your house, no matter where you live in
the USA and deliver a postcard. And for $1.20
internationally. And, yes I know that it is not the
same man, and not often even a man, but a woman.
It is still a bargain. Don’t be picky.
Covid 19 has caused problems everywhere, here in
the US as well as other countries. And because of
that some mail is no longer being accepted. Below
is a partial list of countries the USPS no longer
accepts:

International Mail Service Suspensions
Updated: April 29, 2020
The Postal Service™ is temporarily suspending
in t er na t ion a l ma il a c c ep t an c e f or c er ta in
destinations due to service impacts related to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Suspension Due to
Foreign Postal
Operator Service
Suspension
Bolivia
Fiji
Malawi
Peru
Botswana
French Polynesia
Maldives
Rwanda
Cayman Islands
Honduras
Mauritius
Samoa
Chad
India
Mongolia
South Africa
Curacao
Kuwait
Nepal
Sri Lanka
Dominican Republic
Libya
New Caledonia
Zimbabwe
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Ecuador
Madagascar
Panama
Suspension
Due to
Unavailability of
Transportation
Algeria
Cuba
Lesotho
Solomon Islands
Angola
Democratic
Republic of the
Congo
Liberia
South Sudan
Antigua and
Barbuda
Egypt
Mauritania
Sudan
Argentina
Estonia
Moldova
Suriname

Aruba
Ethiopia
Montenegro
Swaziland
(Eswatini)
Azerbaijan
Faroe Island
Morocco
Tajikistan
Bahamas
Gambia
Mozambique
Tanzania
Bahrain
Ghana
Namibia
Timor-Leste
Bangladesh
Grenada
Nicaragua
Tonga
Barbados
Guatemala
Nigeria
Trinidad &
Tobago
Belize
Guinea Bissau

Oman
Tunisia
Benin
Guyana
Pakistan
Turks &
Caicos
Bermuda
Haiti
Papua New
Guinea
United Arab
Emirates
Bosnia and
Herzegovina
Iraq
Paraguay
Uganda
Burkina
Faso
Israel
Philippines
Uruguay
Burundi
Jamaica
Qatar
Vanuatu
Cameroon

Kazakhstan
Republic of
Congo
Venezuela
Cape Verde
Kenya
Saudi Arabia
Yemen
Chile
Kiribati
Senegal
Zambia
Colombia
Kyrgyzstan
Seychelles
Cook Islands
Laos
Sierra Leone
Costa Rica
Lebanon
Sint Maarten

Page 24

HRO Coronavirus Update
March 24, 2020

As you are aware, stores across the country have closed
their doors to the public or restricted access to curb-side
pickup only. During these times Ham Radio Outlet has
stayed open and conducted normal business in areas
that do not have federal, state, or city mandates.
States such as Ohio, Louisiana, Delaware, California,
New York, New Jersey, Illinois, Connecticut, Michigan,
and others have 'Shelter-In-Place' orders. Other states
are very soon to follow.
This morning the Surgeon General, Dr. Jerome Adams,
spoke to the nation and indicated the following:
"I want America to understand, this week it's going to
get bad! The disease is spreading because many people
— especially young people — are not abiding by
guidance to stay at home and practice social distancing.
Right now, there are not enough people out there who are
taking this seriously."
In order to protect the staff and customers of Ham Radio
Outlet and to continue to operate in a safe manner HRO
will be closed to walk in traffic at all locations effective
3/25/2020. Stores will continue to take phone calls, online
orders, and ship product so long as we are legally allowed
to operate. We encourage curb-side pickup where you
may call in an order and then call into the store when you
arrive at the facility. One of our staff will bring out the
product to your vehicle.

May 3-9 Hurricane Preparedness Week
by Harlan, N1HRC
Just a quick reminder that this week...the week of
May 3-9...is North Carolina's 2020 Hurricane
Preparedness Week.
Here is a list of the daily topics that we'll focus on for
this year's Hurricane Preparedness Week. Links
are included below that will take you to copies of
the daily public information statements that focus
on the topics.
Sunday:

Determine your risk

Monday:

Storm Surge; Develop an evacuation plan;
Know your zone

Tuesday:

High Winds; Assemble Disaster Supplies

Wednesday: Inland Flooding; Get an insurance Checkup

Ham Radio Outlet will continue to monitor local, state,
and national guideliness and adjust our store policies
accordingly. HRO may change to something more
restrictive in the near future. Our sincere hope is that we
can return to business as usual as soon as possible, but
until then we want to ensure the safety of both our staff
and you, our customer.

Thursday: Strengthen your home

For up-to-date information of any store's status please
visit our Coronavirus Status Page on our website located
at: https://www.hamradio.com/coronavirus

In addition to the above, please take some time this
week to visit and share the following web sites:

If you have any questions regarding this policy you may
direct those questions to Steve Gilmore, National Sales
Manger, Ham Radio Outlet, 14803 Build America Dr.
Building B, Woodbridge, Virginia 22191, Phone: 800444-4799 | email: woodbridge@hamradio.com
Sincerely

Friday:

Rip Currents, Help Your Neighbor, and
I d e n t i f y Yo u r Tr u s t e d S o u r c e s o f

Information
Saturday:

Complete a written plan

North Carolina Hurricane Preparedness Week Website
for 2020.
National Hurricane Preparedness Week Website for
2020.
Hurricane Preparedness Week Website in Spanish
North Carolina Evacuation Zones - Know Your Zone

-Ham Radio Outlet

May, 2020

FARC Newsletter

Page 25

DX Operations for May, 2020

By Dick, W4PID

First off, I want to ask
how many folks here
use ClubLog ? If the
count is over 10, then
we could form a group
on ClubLog and use it
for fun intermural
competition in the world
of DX. If you don’t use
ClubLog, please take a
look at it, as it is a huge
aid in tracking your
goals as a DX op. If
you’re interested in
putting a group together
please contact me at
W4PID@ARRL.NET.

Although the expeditions in May are described
above, please don’t let that time-line cause you to
turn off your radio. There is lots of excitement on
hand in May, and I will try to outline some if it here.

At my place, 10 and 12 Meters have been very good
bands, but very sporadic.. Not as in Es propagation,
but as in occasional long haul F layer signals.
https://dxnews.com/3d2ag-p_rotuma-island/

https://www.dx-world.net/sv2rsg-mt-athos/

Specifically, the south pacific has been very active
over the last three weeks, and I expect this to
continue and improve. 3D2AG has been very active
on 10 and 12, as well as a host of VK’s and ZL’s. I
have heard but not worked E51BQ on both bands
with great signals.
In general, the virus has cancelled most expeditions
that were planned for this time. DX-World (link at the
end of the article ) has published their time-line for
May. This time-line is a very accurate graphic
presentation of expeditions, and is always a nice
part of their web page. Since it’s so specific for May,
I save you the trouble of surfing for it, and post the
link here.
www.hamradiotimeline.com/timeline/dxw_timeline
_1_1.php
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At the top of my list is SV2RSG/A, the station located
in Mt. Athos. Monk Lakovos will activate this station,
20M only, from May 7 thru May 20, off and on, as
time permits. He will be on CW and SSB only, and
the latest info I have is that he is running very low
power. In the past, Monk Apollo (SK) operated
SV2ASP/A from the same entity, but a different
Monastery. He had a good signal on CW here, but I
was never able to work him. So keep your ears open
and your eyes on the web, as Monk Lakovos will
cause quite a stir when he is on. I consider Mt.
Athos, Jan Mayen, and The Sovereign Military
Order of Malta to be the toughest European entities
in the march to DXCC honor roll.
T6AA (QSL next page) continues to put a very
workable signal on the bands from Afghanistan. I
have seen him on CW and FT-8, and am sure he is
on SSB too. I must get the SSB portion of my station
operational again . . . it starts with finding the
microphone, which I believe is in the garage.
Continued on next page
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and diary are at http://vk9nk.dxpeditions.org/ which
shows a beautiful location but with empty grocery
shelves. It will become a dire situation if the
lockdown is not eased a bit. Browse about his web
page, I find it fascinating.

5H3DX
https://s3.amazonaws.com/files.qrz.com/a/t6aa/T6AA.jpg

PA5X

https://dxnews.com/5h3dx-tanzania/

https://twitter.com/pa5x_ham/status/1185715601907605504

Johannes, PA5X is the guy behind the big signal
from Mauritania. His call, 5T5PA continues to be
strong on FT-8 this month, even though he had to
depart the country and go home to the Netherlands
thanks to COVID. He is running remote, from PA
land, and will continue to do this until his return,
which hopefully will be in June.

5H3DX continues to provide contacts on many
bands from Tanzania. He, too, is stuck in a country
with no flights out, and he will be there for a long
time. It’s not an issue for him, as he went there on a
humanitarian mission anyway, working with the
Children’s Hospital in Zinga. He feels safer there
anyway, and is needed in the hospital. Please note
that when you work him, he uses all donations for
QSL cards to support the hospital. Be generous with
your request.

http://vk9nk.dxpeditions.org/

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norfolk_Island
https://dxnews.com/d2eb_angola/

The one man VK9NK expedition is still stuck on
Norfolk Island with no apparent solution in sight. The
country is locked down with no flights available.
Norfolk Island has been a fairly rare entity for some
time, but Janusz has changed that for many hams
over the last few months. His exploits and pictures
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One station that surprised me a year or so ago is
very active now. D2EB in Angola can be found on
CW and maybe other modes fairly frequently these
days. I first ran into this call when I was calling CQ
on 17M shortly after I got the band operational here,
which would be sometime after October 2018. I
called and when I began listening, D2EB was calling
me with a signal that was a solid 579. I tried to
complete the contact, but the one call was all I ever
heard. It surprised me so much I went to QRZ and
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looked him up, and decided it may have been a
pirate. But he is on, and active, and he can hear a
pin drop in a hurricane. I say this because I worked
him ( finally ) on 17 CW last week, and he was
*weak* here. I could copy 100% but it was full of
QSB and I’d give him a 329 if I were being honest (
no DX op is, however, so my reputation was not
scarred when I sent 599.) I am not known for a strong
signal on 17, as I use my 40M dipole and an antenna
tuner to get on that band. But he heard me well, and
I was tickled to death.

J73CC

https://www.facebook.com/gpdx.dx/posts/tt8sn-nicolas-sinieokoff-is-active-from-chad/2626924660756461/

https://dxnews.com/forum/forum/dxing/24875-j73cc-roseau-dominica

Keep an eye on the NG3K link below.. there will be
many smaller expeditions over the next thirty days
that are to places not so rare, but if you don’t have
them they are as good as North Korea to boost your
scores.
The DX world of today is a very rapidly changing
beast, and impossible to track with a monthly NL.
The following links will take you to multiple sources
of information concerning DX activities.
TT8SN is still operational in Chad. I’ve seen him on
several bands lately, and he hears well and is a good
OP in a pileup. This is a rare country normally, so if
you have the chance and he’s on, it’s worth the
effort to try to snag a contact.

8P6ET

https://www.ng3k.com/Misc/adxo.html
https://dx-world.net
https://dxnews.com
https://clublog.org/
https://dxheat.com/dxc/
https://dxwatch.com/
73 DE W4PID

https://www.qrz.com/db/8P6ET

8P6ET is representing Barbados very well,
especially on 10 and 12 lately. He has a good signal,
and is a frequent LOTW user, saving you all that
effort to decontaminate QSL cards as you receive
them in the mail.
J73CC ( Dominica ) and J68HZ ( St. Lucia ) continue
to represent their islands well on the bands with very
strong signals and almost continuous operation. If
you are missing either of these entities, make sure to
look them up.
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You Can’t Get There From Here:
https://www.dxzone.com/dx33593/ex0qp-dxpedition-to-kyrgyzstan.html

A different article,
for an unexpected time.

by Don, WS4NC

How about Hanging Rock Park Field Day, W4NC in
1937? On one of our Wednesday Tech Talk Zoom
sessions we had the grandson of one the founders
(Homer Snow) of FARC in 1930 the Winston-Salem
Amateur Radio club, Inc.) check in and ask if we had
any pictures of his grandfather. These ran in an
earlier Newsletter, but since we can’t go to Hobby
Park (most likely) this year, or to Hanging Rock, or
most any where else for Field Day, I thought it might
be good to re-run these. And just for comparision,
there are some of the pics from Field Day 2019.

This was on one of the rocks along the ledge of
Hanging Rock Park. As best I can determine,
Homer Snow is second from right. Clarence
Mowery is in the hat, the others I can’t identify.
Below Homer is relaxing in a hammock, no doubt
resting from some serious work at the rigs.

https://dx-world.net/pq0s-st-peter-paul-rocks/

Continued on next page
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At the left is the 1937 operating position. In the trunk
of the 1937 Humpback Ford is the club’s Comet Pro
receiver, which cost about as much as the car it was
setting in. The generator shown in the next two
photos was built by Homer Snow. Dinner is served
at the bottom. I can’t identify the people in the
photos. These are courtesy of John Snow, son of
Homer.
Now compare to our operating position in 2019, and
our dinner. The costs of the rigs is similar, adjusted
for inflation, maybe less in 2019, except we were
running 9 transmitters at one time.
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Diddle-De-Dah-De-Don
That’s All Folks . . .

W4NC Web Page

by Don, WS4NC

The W4NC web page continues to be updated and
now has the video link for the last FARC meeting on
it. Terry, AK4D, continues to put a lot of effort in this
and makes it a beautiful, and very useful, webpage.
UPDATE: YOU CAN NOW PAY YOUR DUES BY
PAYPAL! Please go check it out: www.w4nc.com

W4NC Live
If you goto www.w4nc.com you will see a link to
W4NCLive. That will take you to youtube and
you can see many of our past FARC meetings
and some training programs there. The
meetings are streamed live and then stored on
youtube for future access. Now we will be
meeting on Zoom, and then posting the video
later on youtube. Pedro, KM4GKY, is our prime
“youtuber” and usually runs the streaming.

Amazon Smile Program
Do you buy stuff from Amazon? If you do there is a
way for FARC to earn a little money here. Go to the
Amazon Smile link below and register and select
Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc. Amazon will
donate 0.5% of your purchases to FARC. It costs
you nothing more, but it benefits the club. Anything
you order has to be ordered from the Amazon Smile
link – if, after you register, you forget to order through
the smile program it will usually remind you. Again it
costs you nothing more. Amazon is supporting legal
501c(3) organizations through this program. As of
May, 2018 this has generated $383.78 for FARC.
Thanks Amazon and thanks to Raja, KB6MTH for
pointing this out.
www.smile.amazon.com
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Welcome to May - it’s still a
whole new world. Thank you
to those who wrote to me
about the AT column last
month. I’m glad I touched a
nerve or two. And I’ve made
chocolate bananas more
times than is healthy in the last few weeks. They make a
good dessert.
A couple of other items I couldn’t fit in elsewhere - if you
are into sattelite stuff Russia launched a new linear
transponder that is 2-meters up and 432 MHZ down.
Transmitter power is 5 W, and the beacon is on 435.605
MHz (identifying as RS44). The transponder is inverting,
with uplink centered at 145.965 MHz ±30 kHz, and
downlink centered at 435.640 MHz ±30 kHz. LoTW
accepts contacts via DOSAAF-85 as “RS44”. You’ll need
SSB gear and appropiate antennas.

Also the FCC is changing its
logo. They are also moving and
the new logo will be phased in.
Last months newsletter link:
www.dwepe.com/FARCNewsletters/y2020m04.pdf
If you want to see another months Newsletter there is a
pattern to the sequence: substitute XXXX for the year
and the XX two number sequence for the month. Yes, I
know my website should be fixed but I haven’t had time to
deal with that. I’ll get around to it one day. I really do hate
computers.
I hope to do an article on headphones next month, a piece
of very personal equipment every ham should have. If
you have opinions or ideas please email to me. I am also
working on an article on spy radios, if have any
information please send to me.
Thanks to contributors this month, especially Dick,
W4PID for his DX column and for his Raspberry articles,
and to James for his crystal oscillator, and to all who make
FARC such a smooth running organization. Looking
forward to our next meeting. Zoom is interesting, and it
allows people who now live in other states to attend. We
had 72 last month. Its going to be fun.
dit dit
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Forsyth Amateur Radio Club Membership Form
New Member

Modification Or Renewal
Memberships

Call Sign/Class

First Name

(N,T,G,A,E)

Address

State

ARRL2

Last Name

ARES/Auxcomm3

City

Date of Birth

Zip
Home Phone

E-Mail1
Mobile Phone

Emergency Contact

Work Phone

Emergency Contact Phone Number(s)

Family Member4

Call Sign
Newsletter Delivery1

Family Member4

Call Sign

Special Interests

CW
SSB
Digital
SSTV
ATV
D-Star
System Fusion
DMR
____________

Satellite
EME
Microwave
L/M Wave
Contesting
QRP
DX
Fox Hunt
____________

E-Mail

U.S. Mail

Yearly Fees are Due January

Kit Building
Antenna Building
Test Equipment
Microcomputers
AuxComm - ARES
SWL
Nets
Vagabond Net
S.T.E.M. Discussion

Dues $30.
If over 65 or full
time student,
dues are $15.
Donations
(Appreciated!)
Total

Please be sure your e-mail address is correct. The FARC Newsletter is normally sent via e-mail due to
increasing postage costs. Mailings to postal addresses for special circumstances is upon special request.
1

We track ARRL membership as we are required to maintain a percentage to retain our ARRL certification.

2

3
If you are an ARES/Auxcomm member, or would like to become one, please indicate and fill out the
appropriate form.

Family members residing in the same household may also become members at no additional cost. Please
indicate the members on this form, as well as filling out an additional form for each family member.
4

Complete and return all forms with applicable payment to the mailing address below, or to an officer at the
next club meeting.
Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc.
PO Box 11361
Winston-Salem, NC 27116
http://www.w4nc.com
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How to use Zoom

by Don, WS4NC

First, I am not an expert here. And this is being added to the
Newsletter at the very last minute so there really isn’t time to
get a lot of feedback on this. But after having used several
video conferencing options over the years, I find Zoom to be
the absolute easiest to setup. This is for a Windows
computer. If you are using something else, it is probably
about the same, but your mileage may vary.
Google Zoom app download. That should take you to
www.zoom.us and download the app to your computer. After
that go back to Zoom in your browser, sign in, goto profile and
then make it show your first name and then ham call (if you
didn’t at setup). You can do what you like here but this works
best for our purposes. You can change this at any time. You
can also add a profile picture which will show if your camera is
off (or if you don’t have a camera).
Log into the Zoom app shortly before the meeting. April 13
meeting is 294 418 122 It may prompt you to enter a
password, which for the first FARC meeting will be the club
call in lower case letters. If you only click on the email link, it
may not take to your account, this is a feature to allow those
without a Zoom account to participate. If we have problems
with security we will move to a more secure password on
future meetings, but we are not expecting problems. You
may see a message that you must wait for the host to start the
meeting. Harold, N4HER, will be the host, and there will be at
least two co-hosts. The following is supposing that you are
using the app, you can do this in a browser widow and it is
similar, but the app is preferred.

block, usually on the right and your screen will show what is
on the presenter’s screen. You probably will prefer speaker
view, especially when screen view is active, or you can
minimize it to a small bar. Another option is to see a lot, but
not all, of smiling faces but it blocks part of the screen.
I would recommended that you avoid the record function at
the bottom. First, the host has to grant permission. Second,
it is resource intensive and only converts after the session is
over. Third, several of us will record it so it can posted to the
youtube site after the meeting.
The host has to has have a license (thank you Harold) and
the license we are using is limited to 100 people. While we
expect that is enough, we have had meetings in the 1970s
and 1980s where there were over a hundred, yes, in person.
We have even filled the old Western Electric auditorium on
Reynolda Road back in the 1970s (300?). Come early or you
may be locked out. If 100 isn’t enough, next month we will go
to a higher license, which is 300. There are a number of
FARC members who have moved to other states and are
excited about coming back thorough Zoom, so we do expect
a heavy attendance.
This is only the most basic introduction. I have only ran into
one system (a Windows Surface) installing this where there
was a problem. Zoom is not hard to setup or to use, and it is
free to participate, which is why it was chosen. There are
some other things that can be done with setup and play,
which is why we have held several practice sessions. On
April 13, we will want to hold our meeting with as little
interruption as possible. If you want to play with your setup,
we have Wednesday Tech sessions. Looking forward to
Monday, April 13.

Zoom will prompt you to allow first video, then audio. In the
lower left of the screen will be two buttons, one with the
This is not a perfect example of a Zoom screen, but it will
picture of a mic and one for video. Next to each are up arrows
do. This is from the end of the recording of Friday, April 10
practice session. Since it is not exact I’ll add some things.
that allow for options. The default should be that your mic is
Your screen will vary slightly.
muted when you sign in. Holding the space bar down serves
as a push-to-talk. If your audio is unmuted, then click the
Chat Window (you have to click chat at the bottom)
mute button in the lower left corner. More than one camera, Speaker View or Gallery-View
and some other options, is selected with the up-arrow next
Shown in Gallery View
the video button, the video controls. As to video if you don’t
have a camera (or even a mic) you can still participate; you
can watch and hear. If you have no camera it will show your
profile picture or just a black block with your name and call.
In the upper right corner it will probably say Speaker View.
That may be preferred. There is another option that allows
you to see (most?) everyone at one time. I say most because
we haven’t ran this with as many people as are expected on
second Mondays (think it is limited to 49). Speaker View
switches to the person speaking. The Gallery-View will show
everyone and yellow-outline the person speaking, if there is a
second person speaking it will underline that person in
yellow. All this is much more complicated to write out than to
use.
At the bottom are some other options that allow you to do
other things. One is to share your screen. Ask permission
first. This is how the presenter will run the program. When
the screen share is active the video will switch to a small
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Video controls
Mute
Audio controls
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Video Stop

Chat - opens a screen on the right
everyone can see this, but it is an
option if you have no mic.
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