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From the August meeting we have the following 57
entries for the blue Baofeng: Steve WA3RTC; Harold
N4HER; Van Key; Willie n Myra; "Doc" HOLLIDAY;
Michael K4OLD; Stacey MacArthur - W1LLO; Don
WS4NC; Harlan C; Ron W4UDB; Peter Van Houten
(N4PVH); Jack Rowe; Terry-AK4D ; Sam Poindexter
NI4TG; David Shoaf kC4X; WB4MSG GENE; Tony
W4FOA; Terry W3NPS; Kent K4HKE; Andy NC4AB; Jim
B
KJ4FIN; W4UX Jim; STEVE ILTIS (Steve Iltis);
KA4JAH - Keith; Bruce WB4QCM; K4GW - Neil Foster
N4FN (Neil Foster); W2DZO Henry; Bob W3AVB Mary
KM4WPO; Richard Hall - K7RLH; Marcia NC4MT; Bruce
AD4ET; Doug W4DCS; Nick W4NPH; Dick W4PID; Ken
Kayser K2KXK; Wayne Collins KK4ZHL; Michael
W4CZJ; Tim KF4HHG; Mark Scott K4MV; David n2awe;
Mark Gaines; Cezar (Cezar Trifu); James Mansfield;
Steven - KG4JWU; Wayne W4HG (Wayne Ashworth);
Jim KV4SJ; Mason KM4SII; John KM4HVB (j canup);
Dale WB9SZL; Galaxy Note9; Dale - WB9SZL (Dale
Mierisch - WB9SZL); Terry - AC4HP; Mike KB4WJA;
Louie KK4NUB (KK4NUB); Louie KK4NUB; Fred
Overstreet

Win an FARC Blue Baofeng!
Sign in to FARC monthly meetings on the
2nd Monday every month between now
and December for a chance to win an
FA R C B l u e B a o f e n g 2 - m e t e r / 4 4 0
handheld. For each meeting you sign in
you will get one entry, please sign in with
your Name - Callsign. Each month the
meeting host compiles a list of those who
attend and all the entries will go into a
drawing for a blue Baofeng rig as shown
above. The drawing will be at the
Christmas meeting, No cash value, one
entry per person per meeting.

IS TAKING THE PHOTO!
And Alinco is whining “What about me?” “OK, what about you? Grrrrrr . . .”

September Program, Ken Kayser, K2KXK, on digital voice modes.
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FCC Exams Report
and FARC
Membership
by, Dale Mierisch,
WB9SZL
VEC Session Manager
We are working on a
system to allow testing.
Several possibilities are
being explored and we
will update everyone as
soon as we have something worked out. It isn’t all up to
us. While the FCC has said they don’t objections to
doing on-line testing, we have to develop a system that
has buyin from our supporting VEC, W4VEC. We will
update eveyone when we have a solution that is safe
for all.
Amateur Radio License Testing
Amateur radio testing has been suspended for now due
to the national emergency. Testing is normally
available for new applicants as well as upgrades. As
soon as we can we will resume exams on the 2nd
Monday of every month, except December, prior to the
FARC regular meeting. Check w4nc.com for updates.
The normal starting time is 6:20PM. The place is the
Red Cross building on 690 Coliseum Drive in WinstonSalem. Pre-registration is required via e-mail, listing the
elements you wish to test for, your phone number and
email address. You may pre-register or get additional
information via Email to testing@w4nc.com Attention
Dale Mierisch WB9SZL
P re -r e gi s t ra t i on i s re qu ir ed v i a em ai l o n l y,
testing@w4nc.com - no text messages please, listing
your name, call - if you have one, the elements you wish
to test for, your phone number and email address.
Please note that candidates wishing to upgrade their
license MUST bring:
A) Their original license for viewing
B) Two copies of their Signed license (FCC 660 – May 2007
Form), one of which must be attached to their FCC Form 605.
C) The Original CSCE and One Copy of their CSCE if they have a
CSCE.
D) $12.00

Our biggest challenge continues to be encouraging
upgrade candidates to bring a copy of their license to
exam sessions. Effective July 1, 2016, upgrade
candidates forgetting copies of their license, will be
dismissed and invited to bring their license copy to next

Continued on the next page

month’s exam session. A copy of your signed license
(FCC 660 – May 2007 Form), must accompany the
application to the FCC. Any missing copies
unfortunately delays the entire license process for all
exam candidates. Bring your original Signed license
(FCC 660 – May 2007 Form), if you have one, two
forms of ID, $12.00 and successful completion forms
(CSCE’s - if any).
For new hams, or upgrades, please complete the
information on the FARC application (usually the last
page of the Newsletter), if you have not already done
so, for a free membership to the Forsyth Amateur Radio
Club (FARC). Mark the form "New Ham - Exam date".
Once the form is completed, bring to the next club
meeting, or please scan and email to me.
Exams will be offered before the FARC meeting (2nd
Monday at the Red Cross) and start at 6:30 PM in room
109 at the Red Cross building once meetings start
again. You are encouraged to arrive early at 6:20 PM
Preregistration is strongly suggested at info <at> w4nc
<dot> com. We try to accommodate walk-ins if we can.

August’s Mystery
by Don, WS4NC
I’m disappointed. Not one guess. First he
is “smoking” a PL-259. Secondly, this is
from the famous cantina scene in the first
Star Wars movie from 1977. Mos Eisley
spaceport, “You will never find a more
wretched hive of scum and villainy. We
must be cautious.” I can’t be the only one
to have noticed the PL-259 when it flashed
on the screen.
September’s Mystery is on the next page.

How to print a copy of your FCC
License
by Jim, KV4SJ

To access an official copy of your license:
1. Go to:
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp
2. Log in with your FRN and password. (Also has links to find or get
your FRN.)
3. Click on “Download Electronic Authorizations” in the links on the
left hand side.
4. Select your call sign in the box labeled “My Authorizations” and
click on the Add button to copy it into the “Authorizations to Download”
box.
5. Click on the Download button to download an official copy of your
license in PDF format.

Thomasville Amateur Exams
Rick Weinbaum, KK4RR
VE Session Manager,
Tri-County ARC, NC4AR
The Davidson County Library System has advised that due
to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) all meeting and other
activities inside the library have been canceled for the next
30 days. Therefore, the test session scheduled for Saturday,
March 21, 2020 has been canceled. This is the Thomasville,
NC session. Should conditions change after 30 days, the
session may be rescheduled in late April. Hope everyone
understands and remember the saying "Safety First".

FARC FCC Tests

Dale, WB9SZL

Until future notice all FCC tests at the Red Cross, normally scheduled at
6:20 PM before FARC meetings, have been canceled

W4VEC/VE TEST SESSIONS
Ray Everhart,
Chief Officer W4VEC/VE
8-4-2020: LISTED BELOW IS THE TEST SESSION INFO FOR
ROWAN/CABARRUS COUNTY AMATEUR RADIO TESTING. FACIAL
MASK COVERING, 6 FEET SEPARATION, SANITIZING MUST BE
OBSERVED. AN FRN NUMBER MUST BE OBTAINED BEFORE
COMING TO THE TEST SESSION. IF LICENSED, PLEASE BRING A
SIGNED COPY OF YOUR LICENSE WITH YOU. ALSO THE WAIVER
FORM MUST BE SIGNED. A 605 AND WAIVER FORM ARE
ATTACHED FOR INFO AND RESERVATION CONTACT N4YZ
Bostian Heights Fire Dept. Community Room, 8211 Old Concord Rd,
Salisbury, NC 28146 Contact Tommie Wood n4yz@arrl.net Pre
Registration ONLY!!! No Walk Ins.
Saturday August 22, 2020 9:30am
Saturday September 19, 2020 9:30am
Saturday November 14, 2020 9:30am
FEE: $12.00 CASH ONLY. GOOD LUCK TO ALL.

September’s Mystery
by Don, WS4NC
OK, who is this? Hint:
he is an FARC
member. Yes this
was taken a few years
ago. 1985, to be
exact. And published
in the Wilmington
newspaper. email me
dedwards <at>
dwepe <dot> com .
Send me some
guesses this month!

Winston-Salem Sheraton and K&W

By Don, WS4NC

On January 18, 1988 one of those events you think will
not happen here, well, happened here. Very early that
morning, about an hour before the breakfast crew was
to report to work at the K&W Cafeteria, a maintenance
man smelled gas. He called 25-year old Kelly Hancock,
the night auditor at the adjacent Sheraton. Before
anything could be done the entire building lifted into the
air and then came down. Kelly didn’t remember hearing
the explosion, but others heard it for miles. Debris was
scattered over many blocks. The Sheraton had many
guests. Amazingly no one was killed but there were
injuries. The subsequent investigation blamed a poorly
maintained and leaking gas line in the basement. K&W,
starting in Winston-Salem in the 1930s, yet sadly filed
for Chapter 11 this past week.

https://www.dxzone.com/dx33593/ex0qp-dxpedition-to-kyrgyzstan.html

Songs by The Ham Radio Band
Brian, KN4R sent the following link. It’s a catchy
song, It’s Great to QSO in Morse Again, by the Ham
Radio Band. Apparently this group put out a CD
some years ago. Don’t know about links to any
other songs. Either do a youtube search for the
song title or use this link:
https://www.panam.org/about/606-across-the-pacific-film

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UrM8f1LhuWs
&fbclid=IwAR08p-

You missed “Across the
Pacific”?!
What is wrong with you? If you missed the PBS
special “Across the Pacific”, which featured the
role that radio played in establishing aircraft
navigation, then don’t fret. The FARC Program,
presented by Brian, KN4R, is available at the
following link:
www.dwepe.com/FARCVideos/2019-11-11 1930-05.mp4
All of the episodes are watchable at the
following link:
https://www.panam.org/across-the-pacific-film
The entire series can be purchased on Amazon
and some other sites.

FARC Zoom Meeting ID Numbers
by Don, WS4NC
For the foreseeable future FARC is meeting by
Zoom. You do not have to have a paid Zoom
account to participate, but it is best if you
download the Zoom app on your computer. You
don’t even have to have a camera and a mic,
unless you want to be seen or heard. See the
last page of the Newsletter for a quick tutorial on
Zoom if you need one. The password for all
meetings is the club call, lower case.
Meeting ID numbers:
The Monthly FARC meeting is on 2nd Mondays, 7:30
PM: 294 418 122
The FARC board meeting is on 3rd Mondays, 7:30
PM: 721 645 099
Every Wednesday FARC has an informal Tech Talk:
549 621 524
ARES/Auxcomm Net Thursdays on 145.47 repeater,
has a Zoom training on 3rd Thursdays, 8:30 PM
Zoom ID: 897-9792-5844

Yes, I fixed it, it’s the right number now.

Project Group (not totally an FARC group, but
mostly), 3rd Tues, 7:00 PM: 707 610 249
FARC CW Group, Fridays, 7:30 PM: 813-3696-1876

New Lock on FARC Door

By Don, WS4NC

We had a recent security concern at the shack.
Harold, N4HER, and I installed a new digital door lock
set on the door to the FARC shack at the Red Cross.
Yes the old 3-digit lock is still there. You have to enter
that code first. Then each person has their own digital
code. There is a recording of who enters and date
and time. How do you get your code, well you have to
reach out to Stacey and get your own code. 6-digit
codes are required. If the wrong code is entered 3
times, it will not unlock for 5 minutes. More incorrect
attempts will lock down for longer. We do have a few
RFID cards that will grant temporary access.
Anytime you are in the building you must sign in the
register on the first floor, and don’t forget to sign back
out. Technically the Red Cross is still closed and only
those who have need have access to the building.
While there may be the occasional Red Cross
personnel in the building, most of the time there is no
one there. The staff at the Blood Center will not grant
access, unless it is an emergency. The shack still has
RemoteHams running on one of the K3s, and I’m over
at the Red Cross about every week to make sure that
the equipment is running.

August Program Review,
Cezar, VE3LYC
In August we were blessed
with one of our best
programs this year. Cezar
joined us to explain the
Islands On The Air (IOTA)
program and to regale us
with stories of operating
from s om e o f the m o st
isolated places on earth.
Cezar was gracious enough
to hang out with some us and answer questions
until midnight our time. The entire video program is
available at the following link:
http://www.dwepe.com/FARCVideos/Cezar%20VE3
LYC%20IOTA%2008-10-2020.mp4
Program starts around 19:30 in.

August, 2020

Continued on the next page

There was more, much more. If you missed the
program go to the link on the previous page and
watch the program. Thanks Cezar!

waddle”. A whole “waddle” of FT-8 signals. But
there are few on CW, and few, if any SSB stations.
Really guys? You give up that easy? Try a CQ in
CW and see what happens. It is so easy to let the
computer do all the heavy lifting with the siren-song
of FT-8 and the other digital modes, but CW and
SSB (and yes AM, here’s looking at you 80 and
160) are more of the soul. At least those are my
thoughts.

They’re Dead Jim!
by Don, WS4NC
The two weeks just before Field Day we had. . .
Wait for it . . . Sunspots! Then they kinda went
away at Field Day. Some of the higher bands
opened up during FD, but not like years ago.
I’m thinking if Marconi could see 20 meters today
he’d say . . .”Maybe I should look in investing in the
telephone system.” Well, maybe not. Just so
stressful seeing the bands so dead, so much of the
time. And we’ve had two poor sunspot cycles.

Now I know some of you are going to say but FT8.
LA-LA-LA-LA-LA-LA-LA-LA, fingers in my ears,
I’m not listening. OK I am listening a little. Run the
dial up to 14.074 and I can hear some “waddle-

The bands are open some, but everybody is on FT8 or other digital modes. I’ve tried FT-8, it just
doesn’t hold the same magic for me. But then I’m
not into cabbage ice creme with carrot sprinkles
either, but somebody probably is. Please try CW
or even SSB, just for me. It still works. The reason
you don’t hear any CW stations is they are all
listening to the siren-song of FT-8 - or digital
something. Just my 2 cents. Sigh. But wait . . .

There’s Hope for Cycle 25
Last month I reported that there was hope for cycle
25. From NASA:
https://www.nasa.gov/feature/goddard/2020/newsunspots-herald-increased-solar-activity-cyclesdo
I’m hoping for great things for Cycle 25. It may not
be the greatness of 1958-58 or even like the 1970s
through the early 2000s, but I can hope. Here are
the projections from NOAA along with the history.

prefer 550 Hz and the club radios are set to this
frequency. Go to the options pages and set it up
for 550 Hz, 7 WPM but at least 18 WPM
characters (Farnsworth method). To start with
drop it to only 1 minute. Start with 5 characters (or
two if 5 is a problem). Move up to 5 WPM over
time and try to do as many sessions as you can in
one hour. We do a “report card” on Fridays so to
keep up a little pressure. And we talk about CW.
There are other software packages, and they
have many positive qualities, but this program is
one of the best to just learn the characters. Once
you have mastered the characters there are some
other software packages, including one that was
designed by the devil himself, but start with this
“Just Learn Morse”. If you don’t know the
characters, it is not a good idea to try the other
harder software, unless all you want is frustration.
There are some serious mistakes to make in
learning CW and this avoids essentially all of
those. If you start the wrong way, it will frustrate
you forever. I know. I did it all the wrong way.
If you are looking for the shortcut to success, it is
practice, practice, practice. We can’t do that for
you, but we can be a support group and since you
have to report your progress each week, it is a
motivator.

Morse Code Practice Session
by Don, WS4NC
There is a group that has committed to learning
Morse code by Field Day [Ah, too late for this
year!]. Right now it is a small group, and we are
meeting on Zoom on Friday’s to discuss progress.
There was a presentation that was made on
various software packages and how to learn, but
sadly the recording busted that night. If there is
demand for it we will hold another presentation.
The bottom line is to download the software
package ‘Just Learn Morse” (just Google that).
The order of the way you learn the characters is
called the Koch method. Try not to learn the
visual presentation of the characters, but listen to
the sound. Most of the best CW ops in the club

If there is demand, I’ll redo the presentation, it
does cover some don’ts, and some things that will
help you improve your speed. I’m not the best
expert, but having learned CW the worst way
possible I do know some serious pitfalls to avoid.
We have gone thru several Zoom meeting
numbers, the final one is 813-3696-1876, usual
password. There is enough time until Field Day
[actually no there is not for this year, but there is
CQWW contest in November where you can earn
DXCC-CW in one
weekend.] You can learn
enough to make a least a
few CW contacts,
especially if you use
software assistance, and
that is not cheating, it is a
way to improve. But you
have to learn enough to
get started.

Academy students who are not yet members are
encouraged to send “CWA” in the exchange in place of
their S/P/C. CW Academy advisors are encouraged to
send “CWA” in addition to their member numbers in the
exchange (as in “JOE CWA1821”).

CWT

by Don, WS4NC

Tuning around one Wednesday night after our Tech
Talk Zoom meeting I found a lot of CW stations on 40
meters running what seemed to be a quick contest.
Checking the web I found out about CWT, a great
way to work a bunch of CW stations, and even better
to improve your CW skills.
Yes, you can do this, even if you are limited to
running CW with a computer. And I ran into Chris,
W4KE, an FARC member who now lives in Florida,
one night. Below is some text from the CWT
website, https://cwops.org/cwops-tests/

“CWops Tests, or CWTs, are 60 minutes in duration
and held on Wednesday each week. There are three
events at times that favor different geographic areas on
this same day. Everyone is welcome – you don’t have
to be a CWops member to join the fun. CWTs are a
good opportunity to meet other CW fans who may be
interested in CWops membership. Six bands are used
– 10, 15, 20, 40, 80 and 160m. Suggested frequencies
are from 28 to 45 kHz from the band edges. However,
this range should not be considered a limit when
activity is such that participants find it necessary to
spread further.
Please be considerate of ongoing
QSOs and mindful of ongoing or imminent DXpedition
operations., W1AW transmissions, etc. Please slow
down when called at a slower speed – we want
everyone to feel welcome. Lots of Qs or just a few,
please submit your results for each session at
http://3830scores.com
“* Three times a year, on the second Wednesday in
March, June and November, we replace the regular
CWT sessions with special sessions in which
participants are asked to keep their CW speed at or
below 20 wpm. This is in order to honor the graduating
CW Academy classes and to welcome CW Academy
students and other newcomers to the CWTs. CW

“Purpose: Meet and greet and show activity on the
bands. It’s a good public relations opportunity for
CWops for those who haven’t heard of us yet. It’s also
an opportunity for interested non-members to garner
the required nominations for membership.
Times
“Every Wednesday at 1300 – 1400z (favoring
Asia/Pacific); 1900 – 2000z (favoring Europe/Africa);
and 0300 – 0400z –Thursday (Wednesday evening in
US/Canada).
“NOTE: The exact dates for CWT each week are
posted in the above table.
“Three times a year, on the second Wednesday in
March, June and November, we replace the regular
CWT sessions with special sessions in which
participants are asked to keep their CW speed at or
below 20 wpm. This is in order to honor the graduating
CW Academy classes and encourage CW Academy
students to take part in the CWTs. CW Academy
students (past and present) and CW Academy
advisors (past and present) are encouraged to send
“CWA” in the exchange in place of their number or
S/P/C.
“Exchange: Call “CQ CWT”. Exchange: Just send
your First Name and CWops member number. Nonmembers will send First Name, and State, Province, or
DX Country Prefix. This will allow most operators to
use a general-purpose logging program or a paper log
if necessary. A dedicated CWOPs module has been
written for N1MM by Nick, NA3M. Other logging
programs are also available. See our software page for
more information
“Scoring: The final score can be calculated by
counting 1 point per QSO (work a station once per
band only) and multiply total points by the number of
unique calls worked. If you had 75 QSOs with 40
different calls, your score is 75 x 40. State which power
class: QRP, LP, HP.
“Reporting: Report results by time segment: CWT1300, CWT-1900, CWT-0300. Scores must be
submitted within 48 hours to be included in our listing.
Thanks to Bruce, WA7BNM, everyone can post results
on the 3830scores.com “

Most Hamfests have been canceled due to Covid19.

NEARBY HAM CLUBS AND MEETINGS:
Please see www.w4nc.com for more up-to-date
information
SOME MEETINGS MAY NOT BE HELD DUE TO THE
NATIONAL EMERGENCY. WE WILL POST WHAT
INFORMATION WE HAVE. THESE ARE THE NORMAL
STANDING DATES AND INFORMATION.
NEW - Wednesdays at 7:30 PM FARC Tech Talk, a Zoom
meeting, ID: 549 621 524 Password: club call lower case
letters. An informal project group for help, discussions and
“war stories”.

Calendar of Upcoming Ham Events
Hamfests, Special Events,
Contests, Club meetings, etc.

By Don WS4NC

If you are interested in contests see WA7BNM
contest site. Here I’ll only list the biggies, or
something we are trying to promote.
September 4-7 Shelby Hamfest Special Event
Station. Shelby Hamfest has been canceled. A
special QSL card has been prepared for those who
make contact with N4NYR. Details can be found at
www.shelbyarc.org/special-event-station.html
September 14 FARC Main Club meeting Via
Zoom 7:30 PM
September 19 Clingman Hamfest see next page
September 19, 2020 Sevier County Hamfest,
Tennessee. Sevier County Fairgrounds, 754 Old
Knoxville Highway, Sevierville TN. There will
commercial vendors, food and door prizes.
Information can be found at
https://seviercountyars.com
September 21 FARC Board Meeting Via Zoom
7:30 PM
September 9, 16, 23, 30 FARC Tech Talk via
Zoom Wednesdays at 7:30
Sep 26 – 27 CQ Worldwide DX Contest SSB kind’a like the Ham Radio Superbowl. DXCC can be
done in a weekend. Just do it.
October 10 FARC Hamfest - Canceled

Quarterly QCWA Meeting usually April, June, September and
December. See the website for details. Locations varies. ALL
members and guests are welcome! Wearing your Ham badge
is encouraged. Always a good program. QCWA Chapter 126
Weekly Net: 3.853 +/- MHZ, 8:45AM each Saturday morning.
Next Meeting: Piedmont Chapter 126 meeting is scheduled for
9/12/20 via Zoom. See https://www.qsl.net/qcwa126/ for
more details.
1st Mondays High Point Amateur Radio Club HPARC has
been meeting at the J&S Cafeteria, 5835 Samet Dr, High Point,
NC 27265. Since April, we have been holding club meetings
via Zoom. Contact David AJ4TF, AJ4TF@arrl.net, for Zoom
meeting information. The meeting usually begins at 7:00 PM.
www.w4ua.org (Updated 8/9/20 Thanks to David AJ4TF)
Last Saturday: The High Point FCC Testing session is on
the last Saturday of the month (except June, Nov, and Dec) at
Hickory Chapel Wesleyan Church, 301 Hickory Chapel Road,
High Point 27260. Current status: we have resumed limited
testing, no more than 6 candidates, pre-registration is
required. Reservations required 3 days in advance. You need
to bring two forms of ID including a Photo ID and a photocopy of
any previous licenses and/or CSCE's. The testing fee is $12.00
payable by cash only. Other dates and locations can be found
on the W4VEC.ORG web site. Please contact David
Macchiarolo at AJ4TF@arrl.net. Testing starts at 10:00 AM
(Updated 8/9/20 Thanks to David AJ4TF)
2nd Saturdays GSO/HP VE Testing Current status: we have
resumed limited testing, no more than 6 candidates, preregistration is required. The Greensboro session is the last
Saturday of each month (except for March) at Hinshaw United
Methodist Church located at 4501 High Point Road,
Greensboro, NC 27407. Please contact David Macchiarolo by
e-mail at AJ4TF@arrl.net Testing starts at 9:00 AM. You need
to bring two forms of ID including a Photo ID and a photocopy of
any previous licenses and/or CSCE's. The testing fee is $12.00
payable by cash only. Other dates and locations can be found
on the W4VEC.ORG web site. (Updated 8/9/20 Thanks to
David AJ4TF)
1st Tuesdays Durham FM Association: IN-PERSON
MEETING STATUS UNKNOWN Meets for Dinner (optional) at
6:00pm and the business meeting and program at 7:00pm.
We are meeting at Bullock's BBQ, on 3330 Quebec Drive in

Continued on next page

Durham. For more info on each meeting, check
http://www.dfma.org/
1st Tuesdays Davie County Amateur Radio Club: The last
information I have is that this club is no longer active. Several
SKs and a small ham population have made it hard.
2nd Mondays: The Orange County Radio Amateurs meet
at 1900 at the Orange Count EOC in Hillsborough. INPERSON MEETING STATUS UNKNOWN
2nd Tuesdays: Raleigh Amateur Radio Society General
Meeting. Via Zoom. See www.rars.org for more details.
[updated 8/9/20]
2nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc. May held
online on Zoom on-line, no in-person meeting - June is
undetermined but will likely also be held on-line also.]
Meeting starts at 7:30 FCC exams are suspending also until
further notice, but usually offered starting at 6:20 PM sharp.
Zoom ID: 294 418 122 Password: club call lower case letters
2nd Mondays Rowan Amateur Radio Society IN-PERSON
MEETING STATUS UNKNOWN at the Rowan County Rescue
Squad Building at 1140 Julian Road. Monthly meetings usually
begin at 7:00 PM local time, except for the July and December
meetings which are “dinner” meetings and thus start a little
earlier, usually beginning about 6:00-6:30 PM. Programs may
include equipment demonstrations, movies, guest speakers,
or just open discussions on radio. We look forward to seeing
you at the next meeting. http://www.rowanars.org/ (Please
confirm with a member of the Rowan Club. (I understand there
is a discussion about moving meeting nights so that joint
meetings can be made with FARC. We’d love that!)
3nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc. Business
Meeting. ONLY ON ZOOM UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE Open
to all FARC members and interested visitors. Normally at 66
Pizza, on Stratford Rd just past Hanes mall Blvd and behind
Village Tavern, but currently on Zoom. At 66 Pizza we start
arriving for dinner about 5:30-ish, the meeting is at 7:30.
3rd Mondays(?): Guildford Amateur Society IN-PERSON
MEETING STATUS UNKNOWN usually held at Sarah’s
Kabob Shop on 5340 W. Market Street in Greensboro, 27409,
at 6:00 PM to eat, 7:00 PM to meet. Verify the dates at
http://www.w4gg.org/ (updated 8/13/19 by Ken, KW4UC)
3rd Tuesdays: The Winston-Salem Project Group,
locations varies, now on Zoom.
Goto
www.almondtree.com for details.
4th Mondays(?): Guildford Amateur Radio Association
Eat IN-PERSON MEETING STATUS UNKONWN at 6:30pm
and the meeting is at 7:15pm. Sara’s Kabob Shop on 5340 W.
Market Street in Greensboro 27409. Verify the dates at
http://www.w4gso.org/ (updated 8/13/19 by Ken, KW4UC)
2nd Saturdays: Tri-County Amateur Radio Club ,
SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE Thomasville: 2nd
Saturday at Loflin's Rest. 108 Randolph St., Thomasville. 8:30
to meet and eat. Check NC4AR.org for any last minute
changes in time or venue. (Updated 2/28/2020 by John,
W8LWX)

Last Mondays: Stokes County Amateur Radio Society
SCARS IN-PERSON MEETING STATUS UNKONWN
http://k4stk.com/index.html
Knightlites QRP Club IN-PERSON MEETING STATUS
UNKONWN http://www.knightlites.org/ Usually meets in Cary.
Spread the word. See website for details.
Briarpatch Amateur Radio Club - IN-PERSON MEETING
STATUS UNKNOWN Next club meeting is ? ; the meeting will
be held at TCRH. Meetings and FCC Test Sessions Test
sessions are held at the Twin County Regional Hospital in
G a l ax , VA un l es s o t h e r w i s e a n n o u n ce d .
http://galaxbarc.tripod.com (This has not been updated for a
while.)
Last Mondays: Lexington, NC Healing Springs Mountain
VHF Society (except Nov. and Dec., usually first Mondays in
Dec.) Currently meets on W4PAR repeater, 146.910 (T107.2).
(Updated 5/6/2020 by Bill, W4EXT)
2nd Tuesdays: Greenville, NC Brightleaf Amateur Radio
Club, W4AMC Next meeting is by Zoom on May 12, 2020 at
7PM. Details: www.w4amc.com (update 5/6/2020 by
W4YDY) Latest: The Brightleaf Amateur Radio Club will have
its next meeting Tuesday, August 11, 2020, 2020 at 7 PM. The
meeting will be on ZOOM. See the front page article in April
Ham Chatter for details on setting up and signing in. Contact
Peter Van Houten, N4PVH, for details if you are having trouble
setting up. Peter will be the control site for the meeting. The
procedure for conducting the meeting is in the April Ham
Chatter article. Program; An informative video of founder Bob
Heil, K9EID, of Heil Sound titled "Understanding Speech
Articulation by Dr. Bob Heil, K9EID". Board Meeting - August
25, 2020 on Zoom at 7 PM. The meeting will be on ZOOM.
The next board meeting will be Tuesday, August 25, at 7:00 PM
Zoom. All members invited. Be to check the *What's New*
page <http://www.w4amc.com/barcnew.html> on the BARC
web site often. Many times the site is updated several times a
week with breaking news.
Any clubs not mentioned or listed incorrectly are welcome to send a note to dedwards <at> dwepe <dot>
com and include any updates or additions.

Shelby Special Event Station

W4NC Live
If you goto www.w4nc.com you will see a link to
W4NCLive. That will take you to youtube and
you can see many of our past FARC meetings
and some training programs there. The
meetings are streamed live and then stored on
youtube for future access. Now we will be
meeting on Zoom, and then posting the video
later on youtube. Pedro, KM4GKY, is our prime
“youtuber” and usually runs the streaming.
There are some programs on
www.dwepe.com/FARCVideos/
Use this link and add the following to the link
after the last /:
Marv%Hoffman%WA4NC%ARRL%NC%0713-2020.mp4
FARC20180212.mp3
FARC-2018-02-FT8.mp4
Cezar%VE3LYC%IOTA%08-10-2020.mp4
2019-11-11%19-30-05.mp42019-05-13-1925-31.mp4
2018-04-09 19-31-35.mp4
2018-03-19%19-30-35.mp4

Although there will be no Shelby Hamfest this year,
you can reach out to your friends in the Shelby club
when they celebrate their (canceled) 2020 Hamfest
by means of a Special Event that will be on the air
from September 4 @8:30 p.m. through September 7
at 8:30 a.m. Their club call is W4NYR and they will be
operating on HF and VHF using various modes.
Show your support for the Shelby Club by making a
contact and getting one of their special Hamfest QSL
cards. Info can be found at shelbyarc.org.
[Editor’s note: Ah, one of the problems with a monthly
Newsletter is sometimes the news is old before you
see it. I had this posted up before I noticed that the
event would be over before it made it out in the
Newsletter. Shelby Hamfest is special to me, I’ve
only missed it a few times since I made my first one in
the sixties. However, I did want to work them over
Labor Day. It seems that we may need to take up a
collection for the Shelby Club, apparently they don’t
own a cw key of any kind. I’m guessing they can’t
afford one.]

Nominating Committee
Dates: July 22, 2020; August 4, 2020; and various phone
calls
Attendees:* John Canup – KM4HVB – Chair
Don Edwards – WS4NC
Ken Kayser – K2KXK
Stacey MacArthur – W1LLO
Harold Richardson – N4HER
David Shoaf – KC4X
All members were not available for all meetings.
Discussed:

Items

The President and Vice-President have been in their positions
for two years and according to the by-laws should be replaced,
unless it is voted upon by 2/3 of the vote at a club meeting. All
members who hold elected positions have volunteered to
remain in their positions for the next year with the exception of
the Vice-President.
o President Sam Poindexter – NI4TG
o Vice-President OPEN
o Secretary Stacey MacArthur – W1LLO
o Treasurer Kent Englebert – K4HKE
The committee recommends the slate of officers to remain the
same and request the member vote at the club meeting. We
expect 2/3 of the voting members will approve. Several club
member’s names were discussed for the position of VP. The
committee settled on Mason Matrazzo, KM4SII, and he has
agreed to fill the position.
There were several factors we considered:
- Mason is very interested in Amateur Radio and has an
interesting list of accomplishments for a young ham operator.
- Mason may be able to bring in more young operators to
amateur radio and the FARC. (Mason, we are counting on you
here!)
- Being a VP of the FARC would be beneficial to Mason also as
he prepares for college.
- It has been discussed with him that we understand he is young
and we do expect a level of participation and maturity and that
this is not just an honorary position, but a working one as well.

Chris, W4WF
I had 2 pleasant surprises recently. One is I worked
Chris Plumblee, W4WF one Wednesday night in the
CWT contest. And the second nice surprise was to
get a card from Chris. Chris was an FARC member
back when he went to Wake Forest. Can you guess
he went to Wake Forest from his QSL card? Thanks
Chris. Chris also sent a note with the QSL card:
8/13/2020
Don -

- His age brings a new perspective to our group. He has shown
maturity, a willingness to work hard within the boundaries of his
youth and situation and boundless excitement for ham radio.

Great to hear you on the CWT last night. I love them when i can get
away to operate, don't have any permanent antennas here at home.
Went to N4WW's big station to operate (K3S plus Emtron, plus 4
element 40 meter yagi at 140 feet) to operate last night.

- Most programs are either set up for next or are in progress, a
key job for VP. We do want him to work on getting more young
people interested in ham radio.

I hope the virtual FARC meetings are going OK, I think about
dropping in but have a tough time finishing with family obligations in
time.

- We have talked with his parents before we talked to Mason.
We all understand that his education comes first. All are on
board with the plan, especially including Mason.

Say hello to Henry and the rest of the gang when you can get back
together. Hope to see you in the CW Open next month.

- There is a good likelihood that he may go off to college late
next year. We hope so. We will discuss our options when that
happens.

73, Chris, W4WF
(X-KG4CZU)
PS - No need to send a card back, just sending mine to say hello.

<at> w4nc <dot> com when exams start back. Examinees
should plan on arriving at 6:15 PM.
The FARC Business Meeting is now on Zoom on the third
Monday of the month. Email dedwards <at> dwepe <dot>
com if you want to be added to the list. It is open to all.
Normally it is held at 66 Pizza on Stratford Rd just west of
Hanes Mall Blvd. The meeting starts around 7:30 pm. (We
usually arrive a little earlier (~5:30 for some of us) and order
dinner.) All are welcome.

FARC ByLaws
The FARC ByLaws have had a last minute
polish with a few minor changes. There
isn’t time to get them into the Newsletter
for this month, but they are available on
the web site. The full version will run in the
next Newsletter. Please check them out,
they are very important. the new set was
approved at the last FARC meeting.

FARC 90th
Anniversary
On December 31, 2019 turns
89. December 31, 2020 we turn
90 years old. We plan to make
all of 2020 and 2021 a 90th year
celebration. Right now due to
the CoVid-19 emergency things are on hold - although if
someone would like, you can run W4NC/90 if you ask, or
we might can make arrangements for the W4NC
RemoteHams.
A number of events have been planned to help us
celebrate! This includes multiple on-air events through
out the year, plus our Hams @ Home (FARC Members
operating W4NC/90 from home stations) mini-events with
our members! Contact us at any of these events and
request a special W4NC/90 QSL card. Contact us once
during 4 different events and earn all 4 unique QSL cards
that when placed together complete a larger image! An
11X17 certificate that holds all four cards is also available
for a small fee.*

League of Mad Scientists!
The next League of Mad Scientists will be May 23,
4th Saturday 10:00AM - 12:00 Noon by Zoom
teleconferencing. URL, message ID, and password
will be on the above website before Saturday
morning. Program is TBD. Have an technical
question, interesting fact, or just discuss recent
techie-ness? Join us.
https://loms.micomputerscience.tech/
Thank you, Dr. Robert J. Meier, AA9AU

*QSL cards are by SASE only. Participant must pay
printing and shipping fee for certificate. Applicable fees to
be announced later. Rules are subject to revision at this
point.
Current List of Events:
NC/SC QSO party in February
We are hoping for better luck next year in scheduling
Hams @ Home mini-events are events where our
members can sign up for an advertised time slot (6-8
hours) to make contacts using the W4NC/90 callsign from
their home station! Contacting the authorized station
during this time period allows you to request a special
QSL card!

August, 2020

Apparently Pluto got mad and took all the sunspots with
him. Thanks to W4HG for this. K4MK suggests: Alien
theorists disagree - their hypothesis is that the
proliferation of traffic circles ( roundabouts ) on earth has
created multiple vortexes of cooling air that has
minimized sunspot production. W5FB added: what the
heck is a sunspot?

Don, WS4NC, has a presentation
on the history of the Emergency
Broadcast System in broadcast
and ham radio that will be making
an appearance in the upcoming
months. “We interrupt this
program . . .”

More upcoming FARC Programs:
A well anticipated program, Ken
K a y s e r, K 2 K X X , w i t h a n
introduction to operating digital
modes. Several people have
expressed excitement about
getting started, or expanding,
the new digital modes.
Sometimes the setup can be
frustrating, Ken will walk through
beginners, as well as answer
more advanced questions.

Doug Spriggs, W4DCS, has recently moved from
Rowan to Forsyth County. We are so glad to
welcome him. Doug has built an amazing state of
the art AM Class-E transmitter and will be making a
presentation on its construction. It is going to be
great to have a good technical program. Top right is
a picture of Doug’s AM transmitter, on the left.

And more planned FARC Programs:
(Dates are subject to change)
4. November, Dick W4PID, Club Log
5. December - TBD
6. January, 2021, - Home Brew Show & Tell
6. February, 2021, Bryan, KN4R on how to do your own
QRZ Pages
7. March, 2021, Steve WA3RTC Aux CTL
8. TBD: Flex Radio
9. TBD: SkyWarn
10. TBD: Weather Radar
11. TBD: Don, WS4NC, EBS System History
12. TBD: 160 Vertical
13. June, 2021, Field Day plus short program
The main FARC in-person meeting night (2nd Mondays) is
suspended until further notice but it will be held by Zoom
video-conferencing. The April meeting was a success by all
means with 72 sign-in participating. The meeting is
normally the Second Monday night at the Red Cross
Building on Coliseum Drive with the meeting starting at 7:30
PM (7:29:56.5 PM this month!). FCC testing is usually
available (suspended right now), please preregister at info

Continued on the next page

From the President
by Sam Poindexter, NI4TG
Paypal is live on
the website with a
l i n k
a n d
explanation. It has
been tested
several times.
Stacey, W1LLO,
came up with the
NI4TG
p a y p a l . m e
t e c h n i c a l
implementation (Thanks Stacey!).
The important issue is that the
"comment" box must be used to
note...... donation, 2020 dues, etc.
Setting up a paypal account is required
at time of payment if you don’t have
one, but works easily and is very fluid in
the process, so much so, that it's
almost unnoticed.

FARC Dues have gone up . .

THE ASHEVILLE RADIO MUSEUM
Closed for now but . . .The Museum is usually open on Saturdays
from 1 PM – 3 PM (summer hours). We welcome visits from
hams, ham club groups and families with children – especially
those interested in amateur radio and how radio waves were
discovered and made useful. Dozens and dozens of ham and
home radios on display, not to mention antique Morse code
practice machines and a Morse recorder, a spark gap transmitter,
World War II radios (Gibson Girl, B17 bomber, Nazi propaganda),
Asheville's 1930s first police car radio, Philco's 1930s mystery
remote control for console radios, a replica of Marconi's first
receiver and much more! Admission and parking are free.
Directions are on www.avlradiomuseum.org at the bottom of the
home page. For group tours or additional information, please use
the contact form found near the directions.
Not able to drive to Asheville? Take our smart phone tour of two
dozen interesting items on display. Download the free app from
the link at the top of our home page. Many other Asheville tours
also available using this app.
An interesting visit is guaranteed for all!
https://www.avlradiomuseum.org/

Dues went up this year, but not by much. If
you have paid, thank you, if not you can
now use PayPal.
Goto the
www.w4nc.com web site and click on the
PayPal logo. PLEASE, in the blank area
where you can send a note to the club,
PLEASE put in what membership level
you are paying for and any donations to
the club AND YOUR CALLSIGN. This
information is essential and will be sent to
the club Treasurer and club Secretary so
that you get proper credit. You will also get
an email back stating the amount that you
have sent to the club. AS 73 Magazine
used to put on their cover . . . cheap!

Minutes of the Forsyth Amateur
Radio Club Meeting 10 August
2020

By Stacey MacArthur, W1LLO
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

1. Call to Order and
Welcome: The 10 August
2020 meeting of the
Forsyth Amateur Radio
Club was called to order
by President Sam
Poindexter (NI4TG) at
1930 hours. The meeting
was held on Zoom video
conferencing software
due to the COVID-19
pandemic. Sam
welcomed all attendees, approximately 51, for
joining us this evening.
2. Announcements: The December meeting will
be hosted on Zoom. This will be held in a similar
format to the in-person December meeting as
there will be no presentation, and will go over
yearly reports, and awards. The January
meeting is the annual show and tell. Zoom will be
an excellent format to show off projects people
have working on throughout the year. Get your
notes together and be prepared.
3. 2021 Officers: As per the bylaws, July was the
month to begin looking for nominations of
officers to transition beginning January 2021 and
for the next two years. A nominating committee
was formed to ask for volunteers for new officers.
John Canup (KM4HVB) - Chair, Ken Kayser
(K3KXK), Harold Richardson (N4HER), Don
Edwards (WS4NC), Stacey MacArthur (W1LLO)
made up the committee. They have been
working and are close to a decision on
nominations.
4. Club Bylaws: There have been a few minor
changes in wording for the bylaws. The bylaws
were reviewed and approved some months ago,
but it was felt a few changes and updates were
needed. Indemnification of officers, wording on

liabilities, availability of officers, etc. There has
been an additional legal review by the lawyer and
the final version had been posted on the website
for public review. A vote was called to approve
this final version of the bylaws, seconded and
passed.
5. Field Day: Henry Heidtmann (W2DZO) gave a
short report on Field Day. We had 27 total active
hams participate via the Zoom conference for
Field Day this year. Of those 27, 23 submitted
logs to the ARRL under the Forsyth ARC club
name. Of those 23, 17 sent the summary email
received from the ARRL to the
FieldDay@W4NC.com email address. The
received preliminary score was approximately
17,500 points and over 5000 contacts as a
group, with the final score to be reported by the
ARRL in the December issue of QST.
6. Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Kent Englebert
(K4HKE) gave a brief treasurer’s report. Our
balance in the bank is $2,844.85, with no major
expenses foreseen for the rest of the year. We
have around twice as much as anticipated from
previous years and thank you to those who get
their dues in early during the first part of the year
as it really helps.
7. Auxcomm/Ares: Harlan Cobert (W1HRC)
presented the Auxcomm report. The North
Carolina department of emergency
management for the first time did a state-wide
Auxcomm activation due to the threat of
Hurricane Isaias. An email went out to all
individuals who have completed the required
training and are registered with the Auxcomm
system. Luckily, the need for deployment did not
occur. Last week a Zoom meeting was held for
“Just in Time” WebEOC training. All Auxcomm
members are encouraged to complete this
training. Another session is being planned prior
to the on-air training activity to be held on the
12th of September from 1300 – 1600.
8. Testing and Repeater Report: Dale Mierisch
(WB9SZL) presented the testing and repeater
report. Repeaters are up and running well. The
Continued on the next page

Vagabond net has been using the 145.47
repeater for their sessions. Reports of static on
the 147.315 or 145.47 repeaters, so if you hear
any static or interference please email
WB9SZL[at]triad.rr.com to report. The hospital is
still inaccessible for the time being due to Covid19 so there will be no work done on the 146.64 or
444.275 repeaters. The EchoLink node is being
switched between 145.47 and 147.315 as
needed and is operational. W4VEC sessions are
to be cancelled until the end of October, with
most session managers cancelling sessions to
the end of the year. Please keep an eye on the
W4NC.com website for updates on testing.
W4VEC has issued a statement that there will be
NO remote testing authorized by management.

W4UX, Wayne Collins KK4ZHL, Doug Spriggs
W4DCS, Ron Gregoire W4UDB, Terry Good
W3NPS, Lou Mayer KK4NUB, Steven Mierisch
KG4JWU, Mark Gaines KM4TUK, Keith Thomas
KA4JAH, Dick Hattaway W4PID, David
Nicholson N2AWE, Wayne Ashworth W4HG,
Gene Bowman WB4MSG, Peter Van Houten
N4PVH, Neil Foster N4FN, Jerry Minor K4GW,
Richard Hall K7RLH, Mark Scott K4MV, Cezar
Trifu VE3LYC, Jim Bielski KJ4FIN, Andy Brinkley
NC4AB, Marcia Thompson NC4MT, Bruce
Thompson AD4ET, Henry Heidtmann W2DZO,
Mason Matrazzo KM4SII, Mike Mahan KB4WJA,
Fred Overstreet WB4QXG, Tim Yarbrough
KF4HHG, Steve Iltis KM4OCR, Doc Holliday
WB4DOC, and Terry Farrell AC4HP.

9. Program: This month’s program was by Cezar
Trifu (VE3LYC) on IOTA (Islands on the Air).
Cezar has traveled to islands all around the
world for DXpeditions and is frequently featured
in issues of QST, including the recent August
2020 issue.
10. Upcoming Meetings: Sam (NI4TG) reminded
everyone about our upcoming business meeting
next Monday via Zoom, as well as the weekly
Tech Talk every Wednesday night. These
meetings both start at 7:30. The links for all
meetings are listed on the front of the most
recent newsletter.
11. Adjournment of Meeting: A motion was made
and seconded. Meeting was adjourned at 2123.
12. Partial List of Meeting Attendees: Below is a
partial list of FARC meeting attendees.
Don Edwards WS4NC, Stacey MacArthur
W1LLO, Sam Poindexter NI4TG, Harold
Richardson N4HER, Dale Mierisch WB9SZL,
Steve Patterson WA3RTC, Van Key KC4WSK,
Harlan Cobert W1HRC, David Shoaf KC4X,
Kent Englebert K4HKE, Bruce Bailiff WB4QCM,
Michael Pope K4OLD, Jim Register KV4SJ,
Terry Brown AK4D, Bob McClellan W3AVB,
Mary McClellan KM4WPO, Ken Kayser K2KXK,
John Canup KM4HVB, James Mansfield
WA4NOT, Michael Culbreth W4CZJ, Jim Atkins

Minutes of the Forsyth Amateur
Radio Club Business Meeting – 17
August 2020

By Stacey MacArthur, W1LLO
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

1. Call to Order and Welcome: The monthly Board of
Directors Business Meeting, Forsyth Amateur Radio
Club, was called to order by President Sam Poindexter
(NI4TG) at 1930 hours. The meeting was held on
Zoom video conferencing software due to the COVID19 pandemic.
2. Meeting Attendees: The 23 meeting attendees
were, Don Edwards WS4NC, Sam Poindexter NI4TG,
Harold Richardson N4HER, Stephen Patterson
WA3RTC, Terry Brown AK4D, Jim Register KV4SJ,
Ken Kayser K2KXK, Stacey MacArthur W1LLO,
Michael Pope K4OLD, Harlan Cobert W1HRC, Kent
Englebert K4HKE, John Canup KM4HVB, Geoff Rudy
Continued on the next page

KK4MOV, David Shoaf KC4X, Bob McClellan W3AVB,
Mary McClellan KM4WPO, David Nicholson N2AWE,
Doc Holliday WB4DOC, Van Key KC4WSK, Jerry
Minor, K4GW, Steven Mierisch KG4JWU, Ben Burton
AK4AK, and Gene Bowman WB4MSG.
3. Announcements: The September general meeting
presentation will be Digital voice modes by Ken Kayser
(K2KXK). 66 Pizza called and inquired about our
attendance. Since we have been unable to attend our
regularly scheduled dinner meetings due to COVID,
permission was given to allow them to schedule other
groups for the time being. Dec 14th is the annual
Christmas Party, which is the 2nd Monday of that
month. This will be held on Zoom with a format similar
to the in-person Christmas meeting.
4. Accreditation: The ARRL listing for the club was out
of date. The club remains accredited, although a
renewal application for the special services club status
must be processed. The information was updated the
previous week, and the application will be submitted
this week.
5. Red Cross: Don Edwards (WS4NC) has been
keeping an eye on the Club shack at the Red Cross.
Everything is just safe and secure.
6. Document Storage: Terry Brown (AK4D) has

facilitated the storage of important documents on the
club website. Bylaws were accepted last week, and
according to the bylaws, a central depository must be
maintained for safe and efficient storage of important
documents allowing access to club members.
Although many of the important club documents have
already been scanned, there are many more. Kent
Englebert (K4HKE) volunteered to assist Don
Edwards (WS4NC) and Terry Brown (AK4D) in
scanning the remaining documents. A lock was
discussed for the file cabinet at the Red Cross to
protect the hard copy.
7. Auxcomm/Ares: Thursday, August 20th, there will be
a Zoom meeting continuing the discussion on ICS
forms. The information for this meeting is in the
newsletter. On September 12th there will be a
communications exercise from 1300 – 1600. The
purpose of this exercise is to practice interfacing with
WebEOC and passing formal traffic in an emergency.
The 2m, 70cm, and 10m bands will be used. Please
email ares@w4nc.com for more information.
8. 2021 Officers: The officer selection committee has
met several times and have decided on nominations
for the next term. Kent Englebert (K4HKE) Treasurer,
and Stacey MacArthur (W1LLO) Secretary, have
volunteered to continue to serve for the next term. Per
the bylaws, existing officers can be reinstated for a 3rd
year with a member vote of two-thirds at the next
general club meeting. Sam Poindexter (NI4TG)
President has also volunteered to continue if
membership approves. Mason Matrazzo (KM4SII) has
been nominated for the post of Vice President.
9. Adjournment of Meeting:
adjourned at 2037 hours.

The meeting was

ARRL SANCTIONED
FORSYTH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC

HAM FESTIVAL!
October 10, 2020
At this beautiful location:
Robinhood Road Baptist Church
5422 Robinhood Rd, Winston-Salem, NC 27106
7AM until Noon.
See W4NC.com for additional details.
$6 admission at the entrance to parking
Talk-In: The talk-in frequency will be
145.470 MHz, pl tone 100 Hz.
Dealers will be attending in the INDOOR area.
Door Prizes: Yes, many
Indoor Tables: On a ﬁrst come-ﬁrst serve basis, a limited number of tables will be
available inside for a $10 fee per table.
Flea Market Area:Fleamarket spaces are available for $6 per parking space until
sold out.
FCC Testing: Not planned, but there will be the normal license session at the
next FARC Club meeting on Monday, October 12

Saturday, October 10, 2020

FORSYTH COUNTY AUXCOMM –
ARES MEMBERS ARE BUSY
by Harlan Cobert, W1HRC
Members of Forsyth County
AuxComm – ARES have
been a busy lot. Not only
does an average of 21
members check into our
weekly Thursday evening
training nets (8:30pm on
145.470+ 100hz), they
have been working public
service events and
attending other training.
EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS EXERCISE
2020
Due to conflicts the exercise scheduled to take the
place of Tour-To-Tanglewood has been canceled. It
will be rescheduled as soon as possible. Tour to
Tanglewood planning has been canceled for this
year.

Seen this form before?
If you haven’t filled out one of these recently, we
need to update our records. We are working on
getting a form that can be filled out on line, but until
then how about filling a new copy (see the next-tothe-last page) and either emailing it to Stacey,
W1LLO or give her a copy a the next FARC meeting.
Harlan would also like an updated ARES/AuxComm
form. And while you are at it . . .

ON-LNE EOC-NCS COURSE
An EOC NCS Zoom training course has been added
on the AuxComm-ARES training tab, tentative date
of October 24 from 0800-1700. We will hold the
Basic EmComm 101 and EOC NCS courses in the
fall as well.

AUXCOMM – ARES STICKERS AND
PATCHES ARE AVAILABLE
We now have the official
Forsyth County AuxCommARES emblem in a 3” patch
and sticker available for
sale. The patches cost
$4.00 and stickers are
$1.50 each. These items
will be available for
purchase at any FARC Club meeting and select
activities. Cash is preferred and exact payment is
appreciated. See Harlan (W1HRC) for these items.
More AUXCOMM/ARES next page

FORSYTH COUNTY AUXCOMM – ARES
STAFF
AuxComm – ARES does not
operate solely with one
person. It takes a team of
people dedicated to making
the program work. Currently
we have five staff personnel
however we are seeking
others to fill specific roles.

I C S - 3 0 0 I N T E R M E D I AT E I C S F O R
EXPANDING INCIDENTS

AuxComm – ARES Manager (EC): W1HRC Harlan
AuxComm - ARES Deputy Emergency Coordinator: WA4NOT Jim
AuxComm – ARES Operations Officer: W1LLO Stacey
AuxComm – ARES Technical Services: WB9SZL Dale
AuxComm – ARES Public Information Officer: WS4NC Don
AuxComm – ARES Deputy Operations Officer - West: N2AWE Dave
AuxComm – ARES Deputy Operations Officer – East: OPEN
AuxComm – ARES Training Officer: OPEN

Harlan Cobert (W1HRC)

Don Edwards (WS4NC)

AuxComm - ARES Manager (EC)

AuxCom - ARES
Public Information Oﬃcer

Jim Mansﬁeld (WA4NOT)
AuxComm - ARES AEC

Stacey MacArthur (W1LLO)
AuxComm - ARES AEC
Operations (East)

Dave Nicholson, N2AWE
AuxComm - ARES AEC
Operations (West)

OPEN

Dale Mierisch (WB9SZL)
AuxComm - ARES AEC
Technical Services

AuxComm - ARES AEC
Training

This course is recommended by the Winston
Salem/Forsyth County Emergency Management for
those AuxComm - ARES personnel that will be
acting in a Communications Team Lead position.
The course is a three day long, all day class room
course and is provided locally by Emergency
Management several times annually. Personnel
desiring to take this course must register for it via
NCTERMS at: https://terms.ncem.org/TRS/.
Course Prerequisites: Must have completed ICS100, ICS-200, ICS-700, and ICS-800.

ADDITIONAL RELATED AUXCOMMARES TRAINING
All classes are canceled due to the national
emergency, until further notice.

If you are interested in filling one of these staff
positions please let Harlan (W1HRC), Jim
(WA4NOT) or Stacey (W1LLO) know. You may also
email your desire to serve to ARES <at> W4NC
<dot> Com.

SKYWARN
To obtain critical weather
information, the National
Weather Service (NWS)
established SKYWARN®
with partner organizations.
SKYWARN® is a volunteer
program with between 350,000 and 400,000 trained
severe weather spotters. These volunteers help
keep their local communities safe by providing
timely and accurate reports of severe weather to the
National Weather Service. Course Dates: To Be
Determined

Forsyth County AUXCOMM-ARES 2020
Update:
The year 2020 has so far been interesting to say the
least. What started off to be a busy year for us has
ground to a halt. We are now under Stay-At-Home
orders which resulted in canceled activities and
training. A lot of the planned training and exercises
for this year have either been canceled or
indefinitely postponed. So where does that leave
us? The simple answer is …. ON THE AIR.
More AUXCOMM/ARES next page

communicator …. Exercise, drill and practice as the
professional you are.
Support the Thursday night ARES/AuxComm
training net:
We will continue to do training on Thursday nets.
Starting this month we will be practicing sending and
receiving messages, 10 meter exercise, hold the net
on 70cm UHF repeater, and discuss the use of
digital communications protocols. Nets are
normally 30 minutes however we may extend a net
longer to accommodate the training or exercise
planned. The goal is to not exceed 1 hour however.
Opportunity awaits: There are many ways to
practice Running an AuxComm – ARES weekly net
is one way. You do not have to run one every week,
just pick one or two up a year. Attend the tabletop
exercises when they are conducted. Participate in
the on-air drills. Take a lead role in these exercises
and drills.
At this time, Tour to Tanglewood planning is still on
going and the plan is to hopefully have the event in
September. Time will tell as the country starts
getting back to normal once the Stay-At-Home
orders are rescinded. We will hold the Basic
EmComm 101 and EOC NCS courses in the fall as
well.
Practice, Practice, Practice. As they say, Practice
makes perfect. While we talk on the radio almost
daily, our emergency communications skills,
working in WebEOC, with the ICS paperwork and so
forth is perishable. We need to practice and hone
our skills to keep them sharp. Saying, “Well I have
taken the classes so I am qualified” is setting
yourself and the team up for failure. Unless you
practice those skills and what was learned in class
you will have confusion when you need to actually
do the job for real. As most of you know I am a
member of the Forsyth County Incident
Management Team. During the past 12 months, I
have completed over 350 hours of training,
participated in 3 exercises and 2 deployments for an
additional 175 hours. It takes time and commitment
to be prepared to serve in times of emergencies and
disasters. YOU have put in the time to take the
classes now it is up to you to put in the time to
develop those skills that were taught.
Remember that even though we are called amateur
radio operators … YOU are a professional

The Forsyth County ARES/AuxComm
Training Net
Meets each Thursday evening at 8:30 PM local time.
On third Thursdays we will have a Zoom training
session along with a brief net check-in on the
repeater. Zoom 897-9792-5884, password club call lower
case.

The Net is conducted on the W4NC 145.470 +
(T100) repeater and is used for Emcomm training,
practice and training in emergency / disaster
response and public service communications. All
amateurs are invited and encouraged to participate
in this net. Our backup repeaters are the K4GW
147.315 + (T100) repeater and the W4NC 146.640 +
(T100). All repeaters cover the Forsyth County Area.
For forms and more information go to
www.w4nc.com and check the AuxComm/ARES
link on the left of the page. NOTE: AuxComm/ARES
members do not self-deploy.

FEMA ICS ON-LINE COURSES
We are “stuck” at home so what to do?
Well
besides that long awaited honey-do list, how about
some on-line training. FEMA has hundreds of
emergency preparedness and response related
courses all FREE and on-line. Taking them will
increase your knowledge and your abilities for
AuxComm-ARES activations. It’s all about KSA …
Knowledge, Skills and Abilities.

More AUXCOMM/ARES next page

AUXCOMM/ARES SERVED PARTNERS

What is ARES/AuxComm???

ARES/AuxComm is the
function of the Amateur
Radio Relay League
Field Organization
which coordinates ham
N o r t h C a r o l i n a Tr a i n i n g E x e r c i s e radio responses as
communicators in
Response Management System
disaster situations and
Various AuxComm courses, like ICS-300, can be public service events.
registered at NCTERMS. goggle NCTERMS for
more information. terms.ncem.org/TRS/ should Local ARES/AuxComm units are formed at the
take you to the front page where you can register county level led by an appointed volunteer
and look at the courses that are available. Most Emergency Coordinator. A ham radio license is
courses will be available, some are restricted. (It is required for ARES/AuxComm membership, as is a
safe to assume that all in-person classes are registration form listing contact information and
band / mode capabilities. This form is available from
canceled until after the national emergency.)
the Emergency Coordinator. There are no fees or
dues; nor is club membership required.
Future Training Being Planned:
WINSTON SALEM/FORSYTH COUNTY
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
AMERICAN RED CROSS
MS SOCIETY

First Aid and CPR/AED

ARES/AuxComm Documentation:
Some important downloads for ARES/AuxComm
are available and can be downloaded by going to
www.w4nc.cm and clicking the ARES link.

All hams may participate by volunteering their time
and the use of their radio equipment for
ARES/AuxComm activities. Currently almost all of
our local activities use VHF / UHF FM; so hams with
any class of license can participate.
Locally, ARES/AuxComm is sponsored by the
Forsyth Amateur Radio Club which allows the use of
the club’s repeaters and some of the club’s
equipment for ARES/AuxComm needs.
Our primary disaster service partners are the
American Red Cross and Forsyth Emergency
Management. We participate in training exercises
with them, and in communications emergencies can
be activated to serve in their responses. The most
likely activation is to provide backup
communications in Red Cross shelters when they
are opened.
The major public service event for Forsyth County
ARES/AuxComm is the annual, two-day Tour to
Tanglewood Bike MS event. Hams are stationed at
rest areas and in event vehicles to provide point-topoint communications.

KENWOOD EQUIPMENT FOR SALE
My friend passed, W5KC, passed away on July 20. His wife
wants to sell his radio equipment. I have a list of things that
are available that I have included here.
brand
notes

item

Kenwood

transceiver/transmitter
TS830S
extra set unused of output tubes - unmodified
transceiver/transmitter
TS430S
solid state/no tubes - unmodified - original
boxes
transistor receiver
Mohican
linear amplifier
MLA2500
original box and tubes, maybe 100 hours
keyer
artificial ground
vertical antenna

Kenwood

Newsletter Classified
We’ve tried this before but there seems to be little interest. We’ll give it a run again. If
you want to sell something please write your own ad (funny helps) and list yourcall
callsign along with either your email or your phone number. I’ll run it in the next two
Newsletters. I can include small pictures. Please let me know if it sells so I can remove it
- it will drop after two months. There was a suggestion that donations be solicited for this.
Any offers? Send your ad to dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com. I’ll start it off.

HAM GEAR FOR SALE
Hy-Gain TH-3MK4 BEAM Brand new in the box and
unopened. A new one like this with shipping and tax is about
$600. This one $450, Don, WS4NC 336 413 3838 or email
dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com [04/20]

Heathkit
Dentorn
MFJ
MFJ
Gap

model

Please let me know if there is some interest within the club for
this equipment. I know there is also a mobile radio (Icom or
Kenwood?) and a smaller ICOM 207 (I think). Contact Paul
Ayres, KA5OKL, payres <at> triad <dot> rr <dot> com

NO LONGER AVAILABLE

FOR SALE

AL-811H amplifier with 4 EXTRA tubes and an ARB-704
keying interface. All works perfectly and with full (800W)
power out on all bands. $650.00 Call Jim, NA4J 336-575-7453
[02/20]

440 Repeater System: Two Icom IC-F200 radios in a N5YIZ
case/ with Samlex 25a power supply, Duplexers are Chinese
built 100w units. Controller is the TalkTone model RT-FDR1.
Asking $800 or best offer. May consider parting out the system.
Contact Andy vie email: derswede@icloud.com

NO LONGER AVAILABLE

MFJ-962D Versa Tuner III. 1.5KW input power (that’s 800W
output to you and me). The perfect tuner to match the AL-811H
you just bought (see above)! $200 Call Jim, NA4J 336-5757453

NO LONGER AVAILABLE

Logikey K-1 Keyer. Rare find and works perfectly, include
original packaging and manual. $75 Call Jim, NA4J 336-5757453 [02/20]
Hy-Gain AV14AVQ four band (40, 20, 15, 10) vertical. Internal
loading coiil helps provide perfect match and reduces noise
coupled from ground. Includes about thrity 33-foot radial wires.
$100 Call Jim, NA4J 336-575-7453 [02/20]
Yaesu FT-65R 5W VHF/UHF HT new in box never opened
because I ordered 2 by mistake. Liking mine so far. I paid $95
shipped. Yours for $90. Email Steve, K2MLN: stevemellen <at>
gmail <dot> com.
HELP WANTED
YOUR AD Why isn’t it here? Be witty - or I’ll help. Send email
to dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com [10/2019]

NO LONGER AVAILABLE

Arduino Stuff. contact Terry, AK4D

Add me to Newsletter email List
Some emails accidently got lost when I
transistioned the Newsletter list to Mail
Chimp. If you are inside Forsyth County
and have a ham license please join the
club. If you are outside FC (or you don’t
have a ham license) and want to be added
send me an email with FARC Newsletter in
the Subject and in the body of the email
include your email address, name and call
so I can easily paste it into the list. Send to
dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com

USPS Suspensions

Hurricane Preparedness
by Harlan, N1HRC
When you read this the first NC hurricane will be
over. This is expected to be a year with three to five
Category 3 to 5 hurricanes.
Here is a list of the daily topics that we'll focus on for
this year's Hurricane Preparedness Week. Links
are included below that will take you to copies of the
daily public information statements that focus on the
topics.
Sunday:

Determine your risk

Monday:

Storm Surge; Develop an evacuation plan;
Know your zone

Tuesday:

High Winds; Assemble Disaster Supplies

by Don, WS4NC

Yes, I know most QSLing is done by electronic mail
these days. But some of us want a real card we can
hold in our hands. And most of you know I collect old
(mostly really old Forsyth County) QSLs. I find it
amazing that for $0.35 I can have a man walk from
my house to your house, no matter where you live in
the USA and deliver a postcard. And for $1.20
internationally. And, yes I know that it is not the
same man, and not often even a man, but a woman.
It is still a bargain. Don’t be picky.
Covid 19 has caused problems everywhere, here in
the US as well as other countries. And because of
that some mail is no longer being accepted. Below
is a partial list of countries the USPS no longer
accepts:

International Mail Service Suspensions
Updated: April 29, 2020

Wednesday: Inland Flooding; Get an insurance Checkup
Thursday:

Strengthen your home

Friday:

Rip Currents, Help Your Neighbor, and
Identify Your Trusted Sources of Information

Saturday:

Complete a written plan

In addition to the above, please take some time this
week to visit and share the following web sites:
North Carolina Hurricane Preparedness Week Website for
2020.
National Hurricane Preparedness Week Website for 2020.
Hurricane Preparedness Week Website in Spanish
North Carolina Evacuation Zones - Know Your Zone

The Postal Service™ is temporarily suspending
in t er na t ion a l ma il a c c ep t an c e f or c er ta in
destinations due to service impacts related to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Suspension Due to
Foreign Postal
Operator Service
Suspension
Bolivia
Fiji
Malawi
Peru
Botswana
French Polynesia
Maldives
Rwanda
Cayman Islands
Honduras
Mauritius
Samoa
Chad
India
Mongolia
South Africa
Curacao
Kuwait
Nepal
Sri Lanka
Dominican Republic
Libya
New Caledonia
Zimbabwe

Ecuador
Madagascar
Panama
Suspension
Due to
Unavailability of
Transportation
Algeria
Cuba
Lesotho
Solomon Islands
Angola
Democratic
Republic of the
Congo
Liberia
South Sudan
Antigua and
Barbuda
Egypt
Mauritania
Sudan
Argentina
Estonia
Moldova
Suriname

Aruba
Ethiopia
Montenegro
Swaziland
(Eswatini)
Azerbaijan
Faroe Island
Morocco
Tajikistan
Bahamas
Gambia
Mozambique
Tanzania
Bahrain
Ghana
Namibia
Timor-Leste
Bangladesh
Grenada
Nicaragua
Tonga
Barbados
Guatemala
Nigeria
Trinidad &
Tobago
Belize
Guinea Bissau

Oman
Tunisia
Benin
Guyana
Pakistan
Turks &
Caicos
Bermuda
Haiti
Papua New
Guinea
United Arab
Emirates
Bosnia and
Herzegovina
Iraq
Paraguay
Uganda
Burkina
Faso
Israel
Philippines
Uruguay
Burundi
Jamaica
Qatar
Vanuatu
Cameroon

Kazakhstan
Republic of
Congo
Venezuela
Cape Verde
Kenya
Saudi Arabia
Yemen
Chile
Kiribati
Senegal
Zambia
Colombia
Kyrgyzstan
Seychelles
Cook Islands
Laos
Sierra Leone
Costa Rica
Lebanon
Sint Maarten

DX Operations for September
2020
Short column this
month, partly due to lots
of other commitments,
as well as absolutely
horrible band
conditions (punctuated
by some real nice days)
and my struggle with
IOTA and how to do
reporting here that is
worthwhile to FARC.
The Jan Mayen
expedition website is
http://jx0x.com/

By Dick, W4PID

I know there are folks in the group that enjoy the low
bands, or ‘top band’. This expedition promises to
focus on those bands, specifically 160M – 40M as
well as higher frequencies. There will be multiple
stations and they have a good location for
propagation into our part of the world. The website
has some details, a plea for donations, and lots of
pictures.

TO0Z plans to be active from St. Barthelemy on
September 14-17, 2020. They will be on 40, 20
and 17 using wire antennas. They should be an
easy contact on those bands from here.
This
expedition is put on by Team Zorro from Japan, and
they have put on impressive operations in the past.
They will be using Club Log for an active on line log,
and no doubt will use the Club Log live streaming
feature as well.

Jan Mayen, really you can’t get there from here.
The only things there are a gravel pit, a
abandoned 1960s NATO base, a Norwegian
meteorology station and an unpaved runway.
The picture below is from the 2011 DXpedition.

Tina, HB0/DL5YL and Fred, HB0/DL5YM are
active from Liechtenstein from now till 2 October
2020. Although I reported 8 September for a begin
date, they are there now best I can tell. I heard
them or a pirate on 20 M last night. They make this
trip annually and always have a big signal on the
bands during this time. They are active on all
bands 160-6M for the month. So if you need this
particular entity for DXCC, now’s your chance to fill
a band slot.
Continued on next page

The trip by KV1J now has been postponed to 29
June 2021. This is due to travel restrictions. I am
afraid this will be the case for many more
expeditions this fall.

DL2SWW has been quietly activating about a
dozen islands north of Norway and Finland. The
North Sea is apparently full of islands. I got a few,
but missed many. Signals were pretty weak until
this week, no pun intended) . . .
I will continue to try to develop a decent prediction
for IOTA, but it will take a while to generate.

D2EB continues to provide Angola to entity hunters
around the world. I hear him routinely on 40, 30
and 20 Meters. He may be elsewhere as well. I
keep hoping he’ll find 17, 15, 12 and 10 Meters.

Keep an eye on the NG3K link below. There will be
many smaller expeditions over the next thirty days
that are to places not so rare, but if you don’t have
them they are as good as North Korea to boost your
scores.
The DX world of today is a very rapidly changing
beast, and impossible to track with a monthly NL.
The following links will take you to multiple sources
of information concerning DX activities.

IOTA NEWS
About all I can report here at present is that
KL7RRC Russian Robinson Club trip to Adak
Alaska has been delayed till June of 2021.
Other than that, I have found that the DXHeat
website is good for spotting IOTA activations, and
some of them slip up on you.

https://www.ng3k.com/Misc/adxo.html
https://dx-world.net
https://dxnews.com
https://clublog.org/
https://dxheat.com/dxc/
https://dxwatch.com/
73 DE W4PID

Where is Adak, Alaska?
W4PID mentions Adak in his September DX column.
Once home to both Naval and Air Force stations,
both are closed. Only about 300 people live there.
There might be an ophthalmologist there, but he’s
probably just an optical Aleutian.

You Can’t Get There From Here
The Snow, the QSO, the Cathedral
of the Moon, and the Fox . . .

by Don, WS4NC

“Are you really sure about this?” my ride asks as we
reach my drop off point. I laugh and say “This isn’t
my first time or the most snow.” “You know, one day
there are going to find your bones up here.”
“Maybe,” I reply, “but I’ll die happy.” Snow is falling,
There is a good dusting on the ground already.
There are snow clouds overhead. The weather is
calling for it to clear tonight, but then I know enough
about mountain weather to know the mountains
make their own weather. The year is 1979, a long
time ago but only if you count in years.
I make some last minute decisions, and send some
stuff back with my ride. He and I make our goodbyes
and he drives off. I’m a little late, it’s about 8 miles to
the AT shelter I’m heading for and it is already close
to noon. It could be past dark if I don’t push a little. I
watch the car drive away. Now I’m really am on my
own, on the side of a little road in northern
Tennessee, or NC, I’m not sure where now, the exact
Continued on the next page

location is lost to time and a confusion of similar
memories. I’m heading about 40 miles to
Damascus, Va where I’ll get a bus ride back home.
But that is a week off. If I wanted to hurry I could
make it in a few days. But making good time here
has the emphasis on good, not on time. That
change in outlook makes all the difference but defies
explanation to the uninitiated.

One thing - I am a winter soul. I hate heat. Hate the
beach, where I sunburn. Sand - bah! I love the
mountains and I have always loved winter and snow
most of all. I am indulging my inner-winter child.
And although I couldn't explain it then, I was also
running from demons in my life. Here there is
happiness, joy, being on my own. There is a
difference between loneliness and solitude. I enjoy
the solitude. It nurtures the soul.
The quiet hush of snow falling in the woods is totally
magical. The crunching of my boots in the soft snow.
It is not cold to me, just refreshing. And with good
preparation it is possible to stay warm, even too
warm. Hiking in winter it is possible to overheat. I
have two sets of thermal underwear, a heavy goosedown coat, wool socks, good serious boots, gloves
and mittens. And two sleeping bags for this trip, one
a goose-down mummy bag rated down to below
freezing and then a cheap thin Dacron bag to stuff
that in. I’ll be warm.
In my pack there is more than enough food for a
week. And there is an Heathkit HW-7, one I built just
for this purpose. It has a pack of C-cells mounted
inside to the top of the case. But still with its
accoutrements this is a BIG item both in size and
weight. One thing I decided to leave home on this
trip was a feed line, RG-8 is very heavy, RG-58 is

little better, so no feed line. I am going to be 3,0004,000 feet above sea level, why do I need to get an
antenna higher? The antenna will connect to the
back of the rig and then be pulled up into the trees
with rope. 20 and 40 meters, and it will load on 15.
Basically a “Vee” as opposed to an inverted vee. 15
and 20 meters for DX, 40 meters for reliability. 40 is
almost always open to somewhere day and night.

Water will be a concern since most of my hiking is
along a ridge and I’ll probably have to hike down
from the trail to get water. And I have my classic two
beers hidden down in the pack too, I count them as
water. A lot of weight, but I have handled this before.
And I like being on my own. Just take this at my
speed.
Mostly uphill hiking at first. Like shifting gears, I slow
down. Slow, switch-backs in the trail back and forth
until I hit the ridge. Then the gentle up and down of
the ridge. Very little wind, just an occasional gust.
The snow is a blessing, the cold is refreshing, but I
am too hot. I stop to remove some clothes along the
way. This is hard work and I don’t want to get all
sweaty. That can be a killer in this weather. I pack
the coat and actually strip down to a tee shirt. When
I stop I can hear the quiet hush, hush of the snow
falling in the woods. It is almost hypnotic. I think
about the poet Robert Frost.
Along the way I do see some deer, but they are far
away. They run crashing trough the woods. Usually
they hear me coming and are hidden long before I
see them, but I am quiet and down wind. The few
occasional gusts of wind are blowing the snow. A
light and wispy powder. It is beautiful, very dry snow
that piles up in nice fluff, curls in little mini tornadoes
in the wind. It is well below freezing already. I
expect it to get down into the low 20s or possibly into
the teens tonight. I am hoping for a clear night, but
that means even more cold.
Continued on the next page

About 3 and a half hours later I hike off the trail to a
spring. The fast flowing spring is covered with a little
ice I have to break through. I fill both me and the
water bottles. It is best to carry as much water as
possible inside your body, but I’ll need water for
cooking tonight and then for the next day. My water is
going to freeze, I’ll sleep with one bottle. I have three
foil packs made up, but I’m going to make one
tonight into a pot of “What-ya-Got” stew. The water
adds a lot of weight, probably well over my 75 pound
limit but it is not far to my destination, just a few
miles.
I get to the shelter. Like I expected, no one here.
The feeling of isolation, solitude. Someone has left
a good supply of fire wood, but I spend the last
minutes of daylight finding what fire wood I can while
the fire cooks down to coals. Pay it forward. Leave
it better than you found it. Pack it in, pack it out.
Words I live by. I dig out the big pot I keep my food
and spices in. While the pot is cooking I get the
antenna strung up. This shelter has a picnic table,
one reason I picked this spot, great to set the rig on.
Tune around the bands, it’s going to be a good night.
I eat dinner, good-tasting spicy chicken and potato
soup that warms the soul. I get my sleeping bags
and pad out. I have my candle lantern ready, it is
already dark.

mountains, and oddly very different. I consider never
seeing a rainforest a poverty of mine, yet Julio and I
both have a richness of our own. We chat for a long
time, about his home and about my trip, both
fascinated with each reply. It is a little slow, hand key
on my side so we are probably around 13-15 WPM
max. Signals are good, he is loud and he seems to
have no trouble hearing me. My 5 watts is about the
same as a small Christmas-tree light, yet reaching
perhaps 1700 miles out in the dark. The signals
coming in to the radios on both sides are thousandsof-times less energy than the snow flakes hitting the
ground around me. Two miracles that I still have
trouble getting my head around, it makes the insides
of my skull itch when I consider it. We talk for so long
it is well past dark. I have not lit the candle lantern,
the moon is up so there is enough light, a richness
itself that brings the forest close. This is an
enchantment, a new friendship, a bond, for us both
formed from isolation in two different worlds, both
rich in opposite ways.
It is long past sunset and the snow has almost
stopped, it is about 6 inches deep with deeper drifts,
soft and fluffy that only comes with dry snow. I was
so intent on the QSO I really hadn’t noticed, except
to wipe snow away from the radio and my notebook.

I’m on the low end of 15 meters, find a spot and listen
for a minute. Start to call CQ, but before I hit the key I
hear dit-dit-dah-dah-dit-dit just a little off my
frequency. Then a QRL? I tune to his frequency and
listen. A KP4, Puerto Rico. Great start. PR seems
to be an easy hit for QRP when conditions are right
and tonight seems better than I hoped.

https://science.howstuffworks.com/nature/climate-weather/atmospheric/
ring-around-moon-mean-rain-is-coming-soon.htm

El Yunque National Forest, Puerto Rico

I answer him. We exchange signal reports and
QTHs. For me I report as being on the Appalachian
Trail and the WX is snowing. He tells me he is Julio,
in the mountains of PR, a little town I’ve never heard
of. He seems fascinated by both my location and by
the snow. He tells me he has never seen snow, a
poverty of the soul I’ve never considered. Where he
lives it more qualifies as rainforest. Two places, both

I look out toward a clearing where the snow-covered
trees form a cathedral around the moon. Oh! Oh my!
Oh my God! This is not a swear, it is a prayer.
Thankful for the sight I see and in awe of who or what
created it. First there is the enchantment of the snow
on the trees and the ground with still a few straggling
flakes still falling. The moon is nearly full, the clouds
have cleared but not fully gone and there is a glorious
ice halo around the moon. The only time I’ve ever
seen an ice halo. A captivatingly-blue blessing that
lights all I see with a magical glow not just in the sky,
Continued on the next page

but snow covered trees and ground too. The trees
form a cathedral around the moon. Oh wow. Oh
wow. Oh wow. Such a captivating enchantment,
there are no words for such beauty. And there is
movement, a red fox. He stops, one
front leg crooked and looks in my
direction, his white-tipped tail
looking like it was dipped in the
snow. The fox’s breath, and mine,
form a white wisp and rise to form a
steamy crown in the stillness above
https://www.wallpaper
better.com/en/hd-wallpaper-ceya
us each that was eerily lit by the
moons’s blue-ish glow. He decides I’m neither
danger nor dinner and walks slowly on off away,
leaving a trail in the snow. This was an experience,
one that shapes me, forms me and I am blessed to
not just see it, but to witness it, be a part of it.
There is a vast difference between loneliness and
solitude. Here there is a richness of solitude that
nourishes, enriches the soul. An opportunity for
reflection, meditation, growth. The HW-7
embellishes this experience in a way I cannot
explain. While it offers contact with others, it is on a
level that I control, a closeness to, and yet a
distance, from others that is special. It add warmth
to the experience, and it slices through the isolation.
A while later I catch a few quick QSOs, mostly just
signal reports, names and QTHs. Nothing like the
rich bonding QSO I had earlier with Julio. I read a
little Tolkien by the light of the candle lantern. Then I
turn in, bound like a cocoon in my mummy bag with
just my nose sticking out. The mummy bag is
wrapped in the light outer sleeping bag. I am warm.
Not just warm, but safe, content, even snug. Later
that night the big pot of soup and a beer tells me I
need to get up to answer nature’s call. I grumblingly
get out of the warm sleeping bags, put some boots
on and head out in my white thermal undies. I look
like Chicken Man!
Not a sound to be heard, no wind, just the stillness of
the night. Another wondrous sight, the clouds have
cleared and the Milky Way is blazing overhead in
total majesty. Bright blazing billions of pinpricks of
light, nothing like what can be seen from near any
city. I ponder, could there be someone looking back
toward me? What wonders do they see? An owl
hoots out from the distance, looking for a late dinner I
suppose, bringing me back to earth. I am beyond
words gazing at the stars and considering who might
be looking back.

High overhead I see the lights of a jet. I wonder who
these people are, flying from where to where,
possibly flying from pain to pain. Do they know what
they are missing? I stand there and just look and
listen shiveringly to the stillness until I get too cold to
stay. Later that night I dream. I dream I am running
with the fox, first through the drifting snow, then
through a warm, wet rain forest and then a freezing
Milky Way of stars. It doesn’t have to make sense, it
is a dream. My mind’s way of dealing with, filing
these memories; more precious, more detailed,
more articulate than any photographs.
I wake the next morning, with a very cold nose, the
only part that sticks out of the mummy bag,
determined to stay here another day. Mourning
doves coo off somewhere. Making good time, again
with the emphasis on good. Now making good time
means to stay, to savor this day, watch the snow
warm in the sun. To read, to think, to play radio.
There are multiple, mysterious trails through the
snow, seems like the fox wasn’t my only visitor.
I have snow cream with my bacon and eggs for
breakfast. There is an old proverb that a man cannot
ever see a river twice, for in a moment the river has
moved and so has he.
This was one of those
times in the river of my
life that will not come
again, but where all
comes together to
make a magnificent
moment of such aweinspiring richness that
cannot be forgotten.
T hi s mom en t: t he
snow, this special
QSO, the ice halo and
cathedral of the moon, https://journeys.appalachiantrail.org/
issue/winter-2018/
the fox.
I need to stress something. A trip like this is not done
without experience and preparation. I had been
doing hikes like this for at least ten years. At first I
never went on my own, it is not advisable. But those
who went with me would walk too slow, Bad. Or too
fast. Worse. Or THEY WOULD NOT SHUT UP.
Abominable.
Each person who hikes has their own reasons. To
see. To experience. To accomplish a sense of self or
resilience. For me it was all of that and for the
Continued on the next page

solitude, plus a chance to play radio. To relive what
radio means for those who suffered the tyranny of
isolation and the solace that radio provides. But I
never did a hike like this without knowledge,
experience, and the right equipment.
One of the items that was left in the car the first day
were crampons, the grips that go on boots for ice
and snow. I estimated I didn’t need them, They
were heavy. That could have turned out badly. But
then I also had enough experience with the area to
know that I had supplies and could wait out bad
circumstance. Also on the AT you are seldom alone
for long, a kindred soul will be along eventually. My
usual line when someone hikes in on me in these
circumstances is to sing out “If I knew you were
coming I’d baked a cake.” And after being called on
that once I mixed some sugar and Bisquick and
baked it on a flat rock. Honey on top. We had cake.
Know your skill set, know your limits and don’t do this
on your own. I look back with the experience of
years and know that things could have gone badly
wrong, but I would not trade these experiences for
anything.
It was usually easy to get someone to take me up.
The bus rides back were also an experience. Leave
the driving to Greyhound. The early bus rides were
not that eventful. The last one I took could be a story
in itself. I would check my pack so I would be
unencumbered on the trip back. But this time, the
bus was packed with a full load of humanity. And
they seemed to have all their worldly possessions
with them. While I don’t want to reflect on these
people and their circumstances, none were traveling
exactly first class, or had experience with what that
means. Some may not have had a recent
experience with a bath. I was thinking to myself all
we need is a chicken in a cage. I took the only seat,
on the isle next to a sweet elderly abuela who did not
speak English. Not a problem, we did talk some but
haltingly, with her broken English and my horrible
Spanish, I have never mastered proper genders and
conjugations.
Shortly after we left Abington a couple broke out in
an argument in Spanish, quiet at first but increasing
to category-5 intensity. His basso-profundo was
thunderous and threatening; her voice was blaring
and shrill, with an edge that could etch glass, but in
bursts like a jackhammer. I didn’t catch much of it.
We pulled into a unscheduled stop at a rest area.

The American bus driver, a big man, the captain of
this ship, forced separation of the two and forcibly
reassigned some seats, the woman in the back and
the man in the front.
Couples get into arguments regardless of what
language they speak. That they spoke Spanish is
immaterial here. There is an expression, heard
mainly in Europe, but also elsewhere. If you speak
two languages you are bilingual. If you speak three
languages you are multilingual. If you speak one
language you are an American. This bus driver
could have been straight of central casting as a big,
burley Good-Ol-Boy; a redneck, if I may use the
term. With a strong southern accent. I don’t think
anyone expected him to speak Spanish.
He sternly addressed the couple in Gringoaccented, but fluent Spanish not to answer but to
nod. His fierce voice and astringent countenance
needed no translation. Surprise, quiet, shock and
horror enshrouded the bus like a concrete blanket.
He told them, in Spanish, that if they opened their
mouth one more time he would leave the two of them
on the side of the road. “¡Ni UNA palabra!
¿Entiendo?” With big eyes they both nodded,
cowered into complete silence. Everyone else was
also deathly quiet, in awe of his stern mastery of the
situation and certainly not wanting to draw his
attention or wrath, but inside we were laughing and
applauding. After that it was a quiet trip back. Ah,
the good times.

FCC Proposes to Reinstate Amateur
Radio Service Fees

by ARRL, 08/28/2020

Amateur radio licensees would pay a $50 fee for
each amateur radio license application if the FCC
adopts rules it proposed this week. Included in the
FCC’s fee proposal are applications for new
licenses, renewal and upgrades to existing licenses,
and vanity call sign requests. Excluded are
applications for administrative updates, such as
changes of address, and annual regulatory fees.
The FCC proposal is contained in a Notice of
Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) in MD Docket 20270, which was adopted to implement portions of the
“Repack Airwaves Yielding Better Access for Users
of Modern Services Act” of 2018 — the so-called
“Ray Baum’s Act.”
The Act requires that the FCC switch from a
Congressionally-mandated fee structure to a costbased system of assessment. In its NPRM, the FCC
proposed application fees for a broad range of
services that use the FCC’s Universal Licensing
System (ULS), including the Amateur Radio Service
that had been excluded by an earlier statute. The
2018 statute excludes the Amateur Service from
annual regulatory fees, but not from application
fees.
“[A]pplications for personal licenses are mostly
automated and do not have individualized staff costs
for data input or review,” the FCC said in its NPRM.
“For these automated processes — new/major
modifications, renewal, and minor modifications —
we propose a nominal application fee of $50 due to
automating the processes, routine ULS
maintenance, and limited instances where staff
input is required.”
The same $50 fee would apply to all Amateur
Service applications, including those for vanity call
signs. “Although there is currently no fee for vanity
call signs in the Amateur Radio Service, we find that
such applications impose similar costs in aggregate
on Commission resources as new applications and
therefore propose a $50 fee,” the FCC said.
Th e F CC is n o t p r op o si n g t o ch a r g e f o r
administrative updates, such as mailing address
changes for amateur applications, and amateur

radio will remain exempt from annual regulatory
fees. “For administrative updates [and]
modifications, which also are highly automated, we
find that it is in the public interest to encourage
licensees to update their [own] information without a
charge,” the FCC said.
The FCC also proposes to assess a $50 fee for
individuals who want a printed copy of their license.
“The Commission has proposed to eliminate these
services — but to the extent the Commission does
not do so, we propose a fee of $50 to cover the costs
of these services,” the FCC said.
The Ray Baum’s Act does not exempt filing fees in
the Amateur Radio Service. The FCC dropped
assessment of fees for vanity call signs several
years ago.
Deadlines for comments and reply comments will be
determined once the NPRM appears in the Federal
Register. File comments by using the FCC’s
Electronic Comment Filing System (ECFS), posting
to MD Docket No. 20-270. This docket is already
open for accepting comments even though
deadlines have not yet been set.
[Editor’s note: Normally I only put the most pressing
items from ARRL here. I find this item a bit
distressful, as it will put a financial burden on both
the elderly, and on many young hams. Enough so
that it will discourage many youngsters from
pursuing a ham license. I plan on filing comments
on this when it appears in the Federal Register. In
many ways I find this as discouraging as charging
$50 for entry to a National Park, the effect will be one
to discourage those for whom ham radio can be
most beneficial.]

Diddle-De-Dah-De-Don
That’s All Folks . . .

W4NC Web Page

by Don, WS4NC

The W4NC web page continues to be updated and
now has the video link for the last FARC meeting on
it. Terry, AK4D, continues to put a lot of effort in this
and makes it a beautiful, and very useful, webpage.
UPDATE: YOU CAN NOW PAY YOUR DUES BY
PAYPAL! Please go check it out: www.w4nc.com

Amazon Smile Program
Do you buy stuff from Amazon? If you do there is a
way for FARC to earn a little money here. Go to the
Amazon Smile link below and register and select
Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc. Amazon will donate
0.5% of your purchases to FARC. It costs you nothing
more, but it benefits the club. Anything you order has
to be ordered from the Amazon Smile link – if, after
you register, you forget to order through the smile
program it will usually remind you. Again it costs you
nothing more. Amazon is supporting legal 501c(3)
organizations through this program. As of February,
2020 this has generated $642.26 for FARC. Thanks
Amazon and thanks to Raja, KB6MTH for pointing this
out.
https://smile.amazon.com/

Amazon Smile iPhone
by Stacey, W1LLO
AmazonSmile is now supported on the iPhone
Amazon app! If you make most of your purchases
through your phone, you now have the option to
automatically have Amazon donate a small
percentage of your purchase price to the Forsyth
Amateur Radio Club. Simply go to ‘Settings’ then
‘AmazonSmile’ and follow the instructions to turn it on.
Please note, you will have to occasionally repeat this
process every so often to keep your AmazonSmile
charity selection activated. When you’re done, you’ll
know it’s activated when you see ‘AmazonSmile’ in
the app header! Thank you for supporting the Forsyth
Amateur Radio Club!

Welcome to September. A
casual off-hand comment
about red foxes (thanks
Mik e, K4OLD!) on our
Wednesday night sessions
brought back some
memories. I could not
sleep one night (most nights really) and rattled off
the AT story; a place, at least in time, I can’t get to
again. While all of it comes from experiences on
the Appalachian Trail which really occurred, I
would treat it as fiction, yet grounded in
experiences I’ve had. Part of how ham radio has
enriched my life. And at the time I was 26, quite a
few years ago.
Last month’s Newsletter:
www.dwepe.com/FARCNewsletters/y2020m08.
pdf
If you want to see another months Newsletter
there is a pattern to the sequence: substitute
XXXX for the year and the XX two number
sequence for the month. Or go to the list on
www.w4nc.com/newsletters.htm
Thanks to contributors this month, especially
Dick, W4PID for his DX column, to Stacey,
W1LLO, for the minutes, Harlan, W1HRC, and to
all who make FARC such a smooth running
organization. Looking forward to our next
meeting. Zoom is interesting, and it allows
people who now live in other states to attend, and
it expands our program possibilities.
dit dit
Breaking news: Just learned after I finished the
Newsletter that Gary, WA4VMC, has been sick
for 6 weeks with Covid19. He has been in
Forsyth Hospital for the last 3 weeks, but is doing
better.

Forsyth Amateur Radio Club Membership Form
New Member

Modification Or Renewal
Memberships

Call Sign/Class

First Name

(N,T,G,A,E)

Address

State

ARRL2

Last Name

ARES/Auxcomm3

City

Date of Birth

Zip
Home Phone

E-Mail1
Mobile Phone

Emergency Contact

Work Phone

Emergency Contact Phone Number(s)

Family Member4

Call Sign
Newsletter Delivery1

Family Member4

Call Sign

Special Interests

CW
SSB
Digital
SSTV
ATV
D-Star
System Fusion
DMR
____________

Satellite
EME
Microwave
L/M Wave
Contesting
QRP
DX
Fox Hunt
____________

E-Mail

U.S. Mail

Yearly Fees are Due January

Kit Building
Antenna Building
Test Equipment
Microcomputers
AuxComm - ARES
SWL
Nets
Vagabond Net
S.T.E.M. Discussion

Dues $30.
If over 65 or full
time student,
dues are $15.
Donations
(Appreciated!)
Total

Please be sure your e-mail address is correct. The FARC Newsletter is normally sent via e-mail due to
increasing postage costs. Mailings to postal addresses for special circumstances is upon special request.
1

We track ARRL membership as we are required to maintain a percentage to retain our ARRL certification.

2

3
If you are an ARES/Auxcomm member, or would like to become one, please indicate and fill out the
appropriate form.

Family members residing in the same household may also become members at no additional cost. Please
indicate the members on this form, as well as filling out an additional form for each family member.
4

Complete and return all forms with applicable payment to the mailing address below, or to an officer at the
next club meeting.
Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc.
PO Box 11361
Winston-Salem, NC 27116
http://www.w4nc.com
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