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Founded December 30, 1930

New FARC Members!

January Show-&-Tell Projects

We would like to welcome our new FARC members:
Ricky Huebner, W5RCY; Joe Waugh (Testing
soon!), Tripp Winslow (Testing soon!) and especially
12-year-old Scotty, KO4LCU, now our youngest
member. Forgive the grainy pictures, they were
screen captures from the January meeting. And
since the January meeting: David Hunt, KO4LJS,
another new member. Welcome all!

First up was David, N2AWE, with a copper-tube
home-made two-meterJ-Pole antenna with a 1.3:1
SWR across the entire ham band. He actually made
three of these, one on the marine band 156 MHz.
The ends were capped with the standard copper
tubing caps and stainless-steel clamps were used
for the feed points. Doug mentioned that he olished
them up with wax. Antenna Wax? See page And
two earlier projects Doug had built two Elecraft
Radios, the K-1 and the K-2. Radios he uses at Field
Day.
More Show-&-Tell continued on page 17

Scotty
KO4LCU
N2AWE

Rick
W0RCY
Continued on the page 17

February Program: Club Log software by Dick Hattaway, W4PID.
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FCC Exams
and FARC
Membership
by, Dale Mierisch,
WB9SZL
VEC Session Manager

Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc is a non-profit (IRS 501(c)3)
North Carolina corporation for the promotion of Amateur
Radio, and for the education and training of hams and the
general public primarily in Forsyth County, North Carolina.
FARC was originally incorporated as the Winston-Salem
Radio Club on December 31, 1930 and has been in operation
ever since. We currently maintain a state-of-the-art ham
station in the basement of the Red Cross, 690 Coliseum Dr.,
Winston-Salem, NC and also maintain two 2-meter
repeaters, 146.64 (100 Hz tone) and 145.47 (100 Hz tone)
and a 444.275 repeater (100 Hz tone).
FARC has a general membership meeting with a program on
the 2nd Monday of every month at the Red Cross building,
690 Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem. The club conducts its
main business meeting (the Board Meeting) on the 3rd
Monday generally at 66 Pizza on Stratford Rd just west of
Hanes Mall Blvd. This is where most of the club’s business is
conducted and all attending members have a vote. All club
members are strongly encouraged to attend the business
meeting. For more information about FARC mail us at FARC,
Inc., PO Box 11361, Winston-Salem, NC, 27116; call 336930-W4NC(9462); or visit out web site at www.w4nc.com
Club email is to info <at> w4nc <dot> com *
Officers for 2021 are:
President: Sam Poindexter, NI4TG
Vice-President: Mason Matrazzo, KM4SII
Secretary: Stacey MacArthur, W1LLO
Treasurer: Kent Englebert, K4HKE
Newsletter Editor: Don Edwards, WS4NC
ARES/Auxcomm: Harlen Corbet, W1HRC
Tech and VEC Chairman: Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL
Hamfest Chairman: David Shoaf, KC4X
Field Day Chairman: Stacey MacArthur, W1LLO
House Chairman: Steve Patterson, WA3RTC
Webmaster: Terry Brown, AK4D
Hospitality: Ken Kayser, K2KXK & “Doc” Holiday,
WB4DOC
All content is Copyright 2005-2021, All Rights Reserved, by
Don Edwards and Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc, unless
otherwise noted. Permission is given to reproduce for noncommercial purposes provided proper credit is given. If you
would like to help support the newsletter with an ad, please
contact Don Edwards (email: ws4nc <at> dwepe <dot> com).
We trade newsletters with other clubs, and many clubs are
on our mailing list. If your club has a newsletter and would
like to trade please send us a copy.
Submissions and inquiries please send to dedwards <at>
dwepe <dot> com *
*The “funny” email addresses are to confuse the Spam bots.
Spam shall be cause of the fall of Western Civilization. Either
that or the spork.

Until future notice all
FCC tests at the Red Cross, normally scheduled at
6:20 PM before FARC meetings, have been
canceled

GSO/HP VE testing
The High Point session is on the last Saturday of the
month (except June, Nov, and Dec) at Hickory
Chapel Wesleyan Church, 301 Hickory Chapel
Road, High Point 27262. Reservations required.
Please contact David Macchiarolo at
AJ4TF@arrl.net. Testing starts at 10:00 AM
The Greensboro session is the second Saturday of
each month (except for March) at Hinshaw United
Methodist Church located at 4501 Gate City Blvd
(aka High Point Road), Greensboro, NC 27407.
Reservations required. Please contact David
Macchiarolo at AJ4TF@arrl.net. Testing starts at
9:00 AM
For either session, you need to bring two forms of ID
including a Photo ID and a photocopy of any
previous licenses and/or CSCE's; if you are not
licensed, you must bring printed evidence of an FCC
Registration Number (FRN) to the session. The
testing fee is $12.00 payable by cash only, exact
change only. Other dates and locations can be found
on the W4VEC.ORG web site. Note that sessions
are limited to 6 candidates or less, and are subject to
change due to local, state, and federal guidelines on
COVID-19. All participants are required to wear
face coverings. Also note that due to demand,
sessions fill quickly, usually a month or more ahead
of time, so plan accordingly.

New Ham? New Upgrade?
Live in Forsyth County?
Or just want to join FARC?
For new hams, or upgrades, who have taken an exam,
please complete the information on the FARC application
(usually the last page of the Newsletter), if you have not
already done so, for a free membership to the Forsyth
Continued on the next page
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Amateur Radio Club (FARC). Mark the form "New Ham Exam date". Even if this is not an FARC exam session,
since we are limited in exam offerings at this time. Once
the form is completed, bring to the next club meeting, or
please scan and email to secretary <at> FARC <dot>
Com [and add newsletter <at> w4nc <dot> com].
Exams usually will be offered before the FARC meeting
(2nd Monday at the Red Cross) and start at 6:30 PM in
room 109 at the Red Cross building once meetings start
again. You are encouraged to arrive early at 6:20 PM
Preregistration is strongly suggested at info <at> w4nc
<dot> com. We try to accommodate walk-ins if we can.

How to print a copy of your FCC License

by Jim, KV4SJ

To access an official copy of your license:
1. Go to:
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp

January’s Mystery
by Don, WS4NC
T h e c h a i n
between the 2
poles at the left is
75 meters long. A
= 37 .5 met ers .
How long is B?

A
B

Totally unhelpful
Picture B
hint: A suspended
cable does not form a parabola. It forms what
is called a catenary, which follows hyperbolic
cosines. Which, if you are curious, can be
calculated by the following:

2. Log in with your FRN and password. (Also has links to
find or get
your FRN.)
3. Click on “Download Electronic Authorizations” in the
links on the
left hand side.
4. Select your call sign in the box labeled “My
Authorizations” and click on the Add button to copy it into
the “Authorizations to Download” box.
5. Click on the Download button to download an official
copy of your license in PDF format.
This is the official version you need for your wallet card
and to display in your station. The reference copy does
not satisfy the legal requirements.

Can you hear me now?

OK, I think I screwed this up. Picture B was
what was supposed to run. I think I posted an
early version of the Newsletter with Picture A.
My bad. The Newsletter often gets put out
before everything is fully checked out and I
then update it, so spelling errors and the like
get corrected. In version A, I was to tell you the
poles were 75 meters tall. I thought I caught
this early but I don’t think the update worked.
The whole equation thing was to mess with
your mind (One FARC member, Got ‘cha, didn’t
I?)
So what is the answer? I tell next month. Oh,
all right. If the chain is 75 meters, and it hangs
down 37.5 meters (or if the poles are 75 meters
and the center is 37.5 meters off the ground)
then space between the poles is 0.

Picture A
B
A
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So shoot the messenger, or
c o m e u p w i t h
puzzles/myseries yourself.
I would welcome the help.
February”s is on the next
page. And the answer to
December’s.
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February’s “Mystery”

December’s Mystery Ham
Yeah, I got a few guesses, but
none right. You guys don’t
recognize Stacey, W1LLO,
our FARC Secretary? Oh I’m
so disappointed.
Some people have
complained that they haven’t
been around FARC long
enough to know some of the
older hams I’ve ran in the
monthly mystery. But all of

2021

by Don, WS4NC

you have met Stacey. And the point is to match the old
pictures to current faces.
This month’s “Mystery” appears above, and should be a
bit easier. Answer will be next month. Along with the
reference as to where I found this. But this should be
fairly easy for most hams, and if you don’t know the
answers, you should learn them. And the equations can
be done in your head (if you go back to the “slide rule
days” where you had to estimate the answer without a
calculator. It’s not hard.

W1LLO

Yes some of the questions are a little dated, but you
should be able to narrow down the answers.
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Frederick Gordon Overstreet,
WB4QXG-SK

2004. Fred also enjoyed working at Radioshack
part time.

April 8, 1932 - January 27, 2021

Mr. Overstreet's civic accomplishments include
involvement in the West End Volunteer Rescue
Squad and Forest View Volunteer Rescue
squad, both located in Richmond VA, as well as
disaster work with the American Red Cross, and
Forsyth Amateur Radio Club. Fred was very
proud of his heritage and loved all of his
extended family in Virginia dearly. He was an
active member at Elm Grove United Methodist
Church of Pfafftown. His passions included
Mexican food, going on walks and reading the
newspaper in his recliner. Fred was a great
storyteller and his stories included lessons on
how to live a meaningful life. He was kind,
honest and had a smile that would light up any
room. Fred was truly an inspiration for us all to
be the best version of ourselves, and that is truly
his greatest gift.

Frederick Gordon
Overstreet, passed
away pe ace fully
January 27th, and
has gone on to
"Sweet Beulah
Land" to be with the
Lord and his
precious wife
Phyllis. He was a
loving Husband,
Father,
Grandfather, GreatGrand-father and
devoted friend to
many. The family will plan a celebration of life
service at a later date. Fred will be laid to rest
with his wife Phyllis during a graveside service
at Virginia Memorial Park in Forest, VA on
Saturday, February 6th 2021 at 1PM officiated
by Pastor Patrick A. Marion of Elm Grove United
Methodist Church.
Fred was born to the late Louise and James
Overstreet in Forest, VA on April 8th, 1932. Fred
graduated from New London Academy then to
Lynchburg College, during his final year at
Lynchburg College, Fred married the love of his
life, Phyllis Coleman Overstreet on June 8th,
1953. He and Phyllis moved to New Orleans
where he finished his schooling at Tulane
University with a Masters in Public Health. Fred
worked at the Central Virginia Health Planning
Agency, VA State Health Department and
retired from Forsyth County Department of
Public Health. Due to either work or education
requirements, Fred and Phyllis his wife of 58
years resided in Lynchburg, Lawrenceville,
Lexington, and Richmond, VA and New
Orleans, LA, before moving to Winston-Salem
in 1981. He began working in 1981 for the
Forsyth County Department of Public Health as
the Environmental Health Director, he retired in

Mr. Overstreet will be remembered and
cherished by his Son John Gordon Overstreet,
Grandchildren Zack Overstreet, and Melissa
Overstreet Baker (Jeremy Baker), and three
great-grandchildren; Noah, Lillian and Evelyn
Baker. Fred was preceded in death by his
parents, son, Matthew Barton Overstreet,
grandson Christian Gordon Overstreet, and his
wife of 58 years Phyllis Bourke Coleman
Overstreet.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to
Elm Grove United Methodist Church, PO Box
164, Pfafftown, NC, 27040. Online condolences
may be made through www.salemfh.com
Salem Funeral & Cremation Service
2951 Reynolda Rd.,
Winston-Salem, NC 27106
To plant trees in memory, please visit our
Sympathy Store.
Published by Winston-Salem Journal on Jan.
31, 2021.

Continued on the next page
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Education was important in his family. Fred
graduated from Lynchburg College with a BA degree
and later got his Masters of Public Health degree
from Tulane University in 1960.

Reprinted from August, 2015 FARC Newsletter

FARC Member Spotlight
Fred G. Overstreet – WB4QXG
Fred G. Overstreet,
WB4QXG, was born in
B e d f o r d C o u n t y,
Virginia, lived in
Virginia for many years
and served in several
positions there related
to environmental
health. At one point, he
was the Executive
Director of Regional
Health Planning for

By Terry Brown-AK4D,
Secretary FARC

His first equipment was a Lafayette receiver and a
Heathkit transmitter. Both were second hand. The
local radio club typically kept used equipment on
hand to help new hams get going quickly and they
sold the equipment at their cost. Fred admits his
first antenna was not too good. It was a low cost
vertical antenna that was advertised to work well
without radials or a ground plane. It was so-so, but
got him on the air!

central Virginia. He came to Winston-Salem when
he became the Environmental Health Director for
Forsyth County responsible for inspecting
restaurants, meat markets, day care centers,
hospitals and issuing permits for wells and septic
tanks.
Fred states he was fascinated by radio in general at
an early age and radios just seemed like magic. His
family lived in a very remote part of Virginia and for a
few years did not have a telephone nor electricity.
So his Dad always had a battery powered radio to
maintain contact with the outside world to get news.
Headphones were needed to listen to the radio and
for some time, that radio was the only one in his
community. He remembers hearing from his Dad
that the first station tuned in by the radio was WCKY
in Cincinnati. The radio that his Dad had is in the
picture above. But Fred says that by the time he
came into the world, his Dad had moved up to a
superhet Philco radio with a speaker!

2021

He got his start in ham radio in the early 1970s. He
took a class offered by a local Richmond, Virginia
club to get himself prepped for the Novice ticket.
Fred states that the electrical theory, do's, don'ts,
and other stuff was pretty straight-forward
but…..BUT that morse code stuff was tough and a
headache. He said his instructor always had morse
code practice tests at each class. At the end of one
code practice session, the instructor checked
everyone's copying skills and announced that he
had just given the actual code test. He had just
wanted his students to be relaxed copying the code
and not stressing about taking a “test”. But Fred had
passed the code test!

His first contact as a new Novice was using morse
code with a ham in Ohio. Fred said thankfully that
the guy was very patient with him sending him code
until a good copy was made. Fred smiled when he
said that he was quite nervous and at the end of the
QSO, he was dripping wet with sweat and trembling!
He currently has a General Class ticket and enjoys
single sideband contacts on HF. Fred's favorite ham
radio activity is rag chewing, which he says is very
relaxing.
Fred described three of his proudest moments, two
related to ham radio and the other one did not.
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Focusing on the moment not related to ham radio,
he proudly stated that in only one day, he graduated
from Lynchburg College in the morning and that
afternoon, married his fiancé of two years!!! That
was quite a day! He and his wife, Phyl, were married
for 59 years. Phyl passed away in 2012.
Concerning the proudest moments as a ham, he
was part of a team that went to a South Carolina
town in the 1980s to help set up communications
and convey messages in an area devastated by a
tornado. He vividly remembers the smiles and the
many thank you's from people that he helped in that
event. On the other proud moment, he was with the
Red Cross in the Florida panhandle area after a
major storm devastated communications. Roads
connecting areas had been destroyed and he
travelled by boat to a remote area. He tried with no
success to make a critical VHF contact reporting
conditions in the remote area with the full five watt
output of his handheld radio. He looked around for
any ideas that might help and then noticed a nearby
water tower with a ladder. He climbed the ladder on
the water tower to a landing near the top, tried to
make the contact and found success. He said he
was hitting all kinds of repeaters from the top of the
water tower. Fred stated that he was proud that he
had found a great line of sight communication
solution and succeeded in conveying needed
messages. In his travels, he always requests the
highest room in a hotel remembering the great line of
sight communication success in the panhandle!!!

Remembering Fred, WB4QXG-SK

by Don, WS4NC

Fred Overstreet was a gentle, gracious man that I
first met on the 146.64 repeater. With a deep
resonant, melodious voice that was un-mistakeable,
he made friends easily. I never ever heard him say a
word in anger, or even raise his voice. I remember
him as we both arrived at the FARC December
dinner, a number of years ago. One point that I
couldn’t forget was his shoes were hand shined
such that one could also see a reflection in them.
Mine were passable, but I couldn’t help but make a
note and later that week went looking for a shoe
shine kit. Something that is impossible to find
without the internet these days. I kept my shoes
shined now because of his example.
Fred was always the gracious true southern
gentleman. Always a kind word for everyone.
Sadly, two meters became less of thing and I didn’t
get on the repeater much any more and I don’t know
how often Fred was on two meters anymore. But I
do know he was on HF and that Terry, AK4D, kept in

Fred said he was worried that with the internet and
all the electronic distractions, that interest in ham
radio would suffer. But he is pleased to see the
opposite and glad to see a lot of young people
coming into the hobby. Fred says that making
contacts on some days is like going fishing.
Sometimes conditions are right for good ham radio
QSO's and sometimes conditions are not right. The
same thing happens in fishing, good days and bad
days.
Fred now lives at the top level of Heritage Woods
and the staff there have helped him maintain his ham
radio capability. He is able to make HF QSO's using
a roof mounted antenna that looks like a giant set of
rabbit ears, basically an upside down inverted V
antenna. Fred says that antenna does quite well on
40 meters. A picture of the antenna from the parking
lot is below.

Reprinted from August, 2015 FARC Newsletter
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touch. Terry started a “Member Spotlight” column a
few years back and Fred was one of the first
members to be featured. I had to rerun that column
on the previous pages.
I understand that Fred became hospitalized with
Covid19 in late January. I rejoiced when I heard he
went home and was doing well. A few days later I
received the bad news about Fred’s passing. I will
always regret not giving him a call when I heard he
went home. I assumed he was doing better. Fred
was one of the last of the “old guard” of FARC
members. There will always be a hole in my heart.
The graciousness, the character, the blessing of
having known Fred was a treasure. He will always
be missed.
Fred’s grand-daughter sent these pictures and with
the family’s permission I want to share them.
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Fred
Overstreet
WB4QXG-SK
These pictures don’t tract perfectly in time, from
oldest to newest, but they are close. They show
another side of our friend, the warm loving father,
Grandfather, and Great-Grandfather. Fred lived a
long full life, a life in service to others. He left a
warm impression on all he met. He will be missed.
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Yup, They’re Still Dead Jim

by Don, WS4NC

You know, here I keep waiting for sunspots, and
checking the solar flux, hoping for life for the higher
HF bands. And I’m still disappointed. But who knew
you could buy solar flux in a can?

Macaroni Brand Antenna Wax
QRO Formula
by Don, WS4NC

There actually looked like
some hope back in
November and December
of last year, but things are
very quiet right now. But
hope keeps trending up.
I’m hopeful for the

I don’t know what the history of this is. And please
notice that is Macaroni, not Marconi. This is an
expired registered trademark. But just in case you
want some currently manufactured Antenna Wax, it
is available:
^

https://www.wm7d.net/hamradio/solar/

upcoming ARRL CW DX contest in late February.
See the chart above.
W4PID tells me that 10 CW is often open in the
mornings. If only my brain was open then. I do hear
the occasional good DX on 40 meter CW, and some
on 80 CW at night, but mostly the good stuff must
come to those who wait. And wait. And wait . . .

2021

https://salonworld.com.au/product/natural-look-atv-antenna-defining-texturising-wax-100g/

In case you want some, it’s $14.95 (Australian), not
including shipping from Australia. G’Day mate!
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“It’s plain to see by the breadth and caliber of the
collection that her husband, Allan, not only had a
keen eye for historically important radios but that he
also was dedicated to ensuring they remain in good
condition for future generations. The Asheville Radio
Museum’s members give their heartfelt thanks to
Ms. Erdmann for her generosity.”

THE ASHEVILLE RADIO MUSEUM
UPDATE
Asheville Radio Museum Bestowed, Extensive
Vintage Radio Collection, Gift Includes More Than
50 Unique Radios Ranging from the 1920s-1940s
Please Note that the museum will be closed until
further notice following A-B Tech’s updated
COVID policy to protect students and outside
guests. The museum will announce when this
situation chang es. Thank yo u for yo ur
understanding.
ASHEVILLE, N.C. – Feb. 2, 2021 – The Asheville
Radio Museum, home to North Carolina’s premier
teaching museum and collection of historic radios, is
pleased to announce the acquisition of the Allan
Erdmann Collection of more than 50 diverse and
notable radio receivers built from 1920 through the
1940s. Biruta Erdmann of Snow Hill, North Carolina,
bequeathed the radios to the museum in memory of
her late husband.

Part of the collection is now on display at the
museum, in addition to the permanent amateur and
commercial radios exhibited. Ms. Erdmann
expressed great pleasure that the radios would be
on display in a college, where students would
appreciate and learn from them.
About The Asheville Radio Museum:
Founded in 2001, the Asheville Radio Museum
provides visitors of all ages with a personalized
learning experience about the technological,
economic and cultural impact of radio. The museum
houses more than 100 vintage amateur and
commercial radios, representing the technology
from its genesis through the mid 20th century. A
registered non-profit corporation, the museum is
located on the campus of Asheville-Buncombe
Technical Community College. The museum offers
small group tours and appointments outside of
regular hours for out of town visitors. For more
information, including directions and operating
hours, please visit avlradiomuseum.org.
Contact:
Peter Abzug
828-365-8491
ashevilleradiomuseum@gmail.com

A highlight of the collection includes a Latvian-built
1930s receiver, carried by friends of Ms. Erdmann’s
family during a perilous escape from Nazi-occupied
Latvia. During their post-war stay in various refugee
camps, the radio remained with the family and
accompanied them to the U.S. The collection also
includes a rare, pristine Atwater Kent cathedral
receiver plus other significant radios such as a
Freshman Masterpiece and a late 1920s Kolster AC
powered radio.
“We are very thankful and honored by this amazing
donation from Ms. Erdmann,” said Stuart Smolkin,
Asheville Radio Museum’s secretary and curator.
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Winter Field Day 2021
An email from Stacey, W1LLO:
Hi Don,
Here’s some photos for the newsletter. Winter Field Day 2021
Got my go box with my unassembled solar setup. (Work in
progress). Laptop, with the inverter and a G5RV. {~20
contacts, all PSK)* It was in the mid 30’s. I’m frozen.
W1LLO

[* Ed. note: They don’t allow FT-8. Yeah!!!]

Winter Field Day is not sponsored by ARRL, it is by
the Winter Field Day Organization. FARC has never
done this before, maybe next year. There are rules
about whether you are indoor, or outside. I get the
idea that the favored mode is outside camping.
Maybe we should make this an event next year.
Campfires . . . Hot chocolate . . .Smores . . .
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New Lock on FARC
Door

By Don, WS4NC

SHOCKA LOCKA
FARC Zoom Meeting ID Numbers
by Don, WS4NC
For the foreseeable future FARC is meeting by
Zoom. You do not have to have a paid Zoom
account to participate, but it is best if you download
the Zoom app on your computer. You don’t even
have to have a camera and a mic, unless you want
to be seen or heard. The password for all meetings
is the club call, lower case.
Meeting ID numbers:
The Monthly FARC meeting is on 2nd Mondays, 7:30
PM: 294 418 122
The FARC board meeting is on 3rd Mondays, 7:30 PM:
721 645 099
Every Wednesday FARC has an informal Tech Talk:
549 621 524
ARES/Auxcomm Net Thursdays on 145.47 repeater,
has a Zoom training on 3rd Thursdays, 8:30 PM Zoom
ID: 897-9792-5844

We had a recent security
concern at the shack. Harold,
N4HER, and I installed a new
digital door lock set on the
door to the FARC shack at the
Red Cross. Yes the old 3-digit
lock is still there. You have to
enter that code first. Then
each person has their own
digital code. There is a recording of who enters and
date and time. How do you get your code? Well you
have to reach out to Stacey and get your own code. 6digit codes are required. If the wrong code is entered 3
times, it will not unlock for 5 minutes. More incorrect
attempts will lock down for longer. We do have a few
RFID cards that will grant temporary access.
Anytime you are in the building you must sign in the
register on the first floor, and don’t forget to sign back
out. Technically the Red Cross is still closed and only
those who have need have access to the building.
While there may be the occasional Red Cross
personnel in the building, most of the time there is no
one there. The staff at the Blood Center will not grant
access, unless it is an emergency. The shack still has
RemoteHams running on one of the K3s, and I’m over
at the Red Cross about every week to make sure that
the equipment is running.

Project Group (not totally an FARC group, but mostly),
3rd Tues, (new time!) 7:30 PM: 707 610 249
FARC CW Group, Fridays, 7:30 PM: 813-3696-1876

AND YOU MAY
SIZZLE IN YOUR
OWN FAT FOR HOURS
BEFORE YOU DIE.
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More Keys . . .
by Don, WS4NC
The top one is . . . just weird. Don’t know it’s history,
but I like it. The middle one? Make your own with
some scrap circuit board. The bottom one is from
W1TP museum, I think it is a one off custom piece.

Whiterook MK-33 MK-44 Paddles
MK-11 Spy Key
Inexpensive, lightweight keys suitable for
backpacking and portable operations, There is an
optional Velcro© leg strap for use while driving.
Legal issues aside, I wouldn’t recommend that. For
me, that requires 3 hands. One to steer. One for
CW. And one to wipe the droll away while I try and
concentrate that hard. While maybe not a good idea
for driving, the strap might be great for portable use
to keep the paddle from “walking”.
Prices run from about $23 to $30. The strap is $10.
http://electronicsusa.com/mk.html

Beautiful key
you must have.
Hummm?
2021

FARC Newsletter

Page 14

FCC Reduces Proposed Amateur
Radio Application Fee to $35
from ARRL 12/30/2020
The FCC has agreed with ARRL and other commenters
that its proposed $50 fee for certain amateur radio
applications was “too high to account for the minimal
staff involvement in these applications.”
In a Report and Order (R&O),
released on December 29, the
FCC scaled back to $35 the fee
for a new license application, a
special temporary authority
(STA) request, a rule waiver
request, a license renewal
application, and a vanity call
sign application. All fees are per
application.
There will be no fee for administrative updates, such as
a change of mailing or email address. This fall, ARRL
filed comments in firm opposition to the FCC proposal to
impose a $50 fee on amateur radio license and
application fees and urged its members to follow suit.
As the FCC noted in its R&O, although some
commenters supported the proposed $50 fee as
reasonable and fair, “ARRL and many individual
commenters argued that there was no cost-based
justification for application fees in the Amateur Radio
Service.” The fee proposal was contained in a Notice of
Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) in MD Docket 20-270,
which was adopted to implement portions of the
“Repack Airwaves Yielding Better Access for Users of
Modern Services Act” of 2018 — the so-called “Ray
Baum’s Act.”
“After reviewing the record, in-FCC Reduces Proposed
Amateur Radio Application Fee to $35 including the
extensive comments filed by amateur radio licensees
and based on our revised analysis of the cost of
processing mostly automated processes discussed in
our methodology section, we adopt a $35 application
fee, a lower application fee than the Commission
proposed in the NPRM for personal licenses, in
recognition of the fact that the application process is
mostly automated,” the FCC said in the R&O. “We adopt
the proposal from the NPRM to assess no additional
application fee for minor modifications or administrative
updates, which also are highly automated.”

ham radio license applications but commercial radio
operator licenses and General Mobile Radio Service
(GMRS) licenses. The FCC turned away the
arguments of some commenters that the FCC should
exempt amateur radio licensees. The FCC stated that it
has no authority to create an exemption “where none
presently exists.”
The FCC also disagreed with those who argued that
amateur radio licensees should be exempt from fees
because of their public service contribution during
emergencies and disasters. “[W]e we are very much
aware of these laudable and important services
amateur radio licensees provide to the American
public,” the FCC said, but noted that specific
exemptions provided under Section 8 of the so-called
“Ray Baum’s Act” requiring the FCC to assess the fees
do not apply to amateur radio personal licenses.
“Emergency communications, for example, are
voluntary and are not required by our rules,” the FCC
noted. “As we have noted previously, ‘[w]hile the value
of the amateur service to the public as a voluntary
noncommercial communications service, particularly
with respect to providing emergency communications,
is one of the underlying principles of the amateur
service, the amateur service is not an emergency radio
service.’”
The Act requires that the FCC switch from a
Congressionally-mandated fee structure to a costbased system of assessment. The FCC proposed
application fees for a broad range of services that use
the FCC’s Universal Licensing System (ULS), including
the Amateur Radio Service, which had been excluded
previously. The 2018 statute excludes the Amateur
Service from annual regulatory fees, but not from
application fees.
“While the Ray Baum’s Act amended Section 9 and
retained the regulatory fee exemption for amateur radio
station licensees, Congress did not include a
comparable exemption among the amendments it
made to Section 8 of the Act,” the FCC R&O explained.
The effective date of the fee schedule has not been
established, but it will be announced at least 30 days in
advance.
The FCC has directed the Office of Managing Director,
in consultation with relevant offices and bureaus, to
draft a notice for publication in the Federal Register
announcing when rule change(s) will become effective,
“once the relevant databases, guides, and internal
procedures have been updated.”

The FCC said it received more than 197,000 personal
license applications in 2019, which includes not only
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Raspberry Pi News
The top photo shows one end of the Pi spectrum.
The 400, which includes a keyboard, connections
for everything from DC to a Star Trek Replicator.
Fully loaded with max memory they are about $180.
At the other end of the spectrum is the newly
announced Raspberry Pi Pico (I guess that’s
3.14X10^-12). About $4 to $5.
Raspberry Pi Pico is a low-cost, high-performance
microcontroller board with flexible digital interfaces, built on
silicon designed at Raspberry Pi. Key features include:
RP2040 microcontroller chip designed by Raspberry Pi in the
United Kingdom
Dual-core ARM Cortex M0+ processor, flexible clock running
up to 133 MHZ
264kB of SRAM, and 2MB of on-board Flash memory
Castellated module allows soldering direct to carrier boards
USB 1.1 Host and Device support
Low-power sleep and dormant modes
Drag & drop programming using mass storage over USB
26 multi-function GPIO pins
2×SPI, 2×I2C, 2×UART, 3×12-bit ADC, 16×controllable
PWM channels
Accurate clock and timer on-chip
Temperature sensor
Accelerated floating point libraries on-chip
8×Programmable IO (PIO) state machines for custom
peripheral support
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January Show-&-Tell
Continued from page 1

Next up was Dr. Bob, AA9AU, with a VOR test box he
built for an airport in SC. VOR was developed in
1937, spread to airports around the world and is still
in wide use today. A VOR ground station uses a
phased antenna array to send a highly directional
signal that rotates clockwise horizontally (as seen
from above) 30 times a second. It also sends a 30 Hz
reference signal on a subcarrier timed to be in phase
with the directional antenna as the latter passes
magnetic north. This reference signal is the same in
all directions. The phase difference between the
reference signal and the signal amplitude is the
bearing from the VOR station to the receiver relative
to magnetic north. We didn’t get a better picture of
the box.

W3AVB
The radio in the box is an elegantly installed Baofeng
with a built-in speaker, antenna jack so an whip can
be installed. There is a mic clip on the front, a built-in
AC supply, connectors on the side for both AC and
DC. There is a meter also for voltage and current
readings. Mary did the labels with a vector drawing
program on 8 1/2 X 11 labels, very elegant. A very
impressive setup indeed. Continued on the next page

AA9AU’s
VOR Test Box
Then we have Bob, W3AVB and Mary’s, KM4WPO,
“Hammo-Station. The first is the battery box with a
4-panel solar controller for connection to four 25watt solar panels. There are two 8-amp-hr lead-acid
gel-cell batteries in the box. All that powers another
“Hammo-Can” box with a radio. Spare fuses in the
lids! Don’t forget those!

W3AVB

W3AVB
Continued on the next page
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W4DCS
Doug Spriggs, W4DCS, whom we stole from
Salisbury (Thank you guys!) has a beautiful kit
mcHF QRP rig. He promised us a future program on
this rig and we would like to hold him to that! This is a
surface-mount QRP rig available from the UK.
Website: http://www.m0nka.co.uk/ This is probably
not for a first-time surface mount builder. It is
beautiful and includes a spectrum scope and loads
of features. The boards are available at the website.
Doug ordered the case from China. This does
require one to source their own parts, but a kit may
be available.
Doug did win the NC QSO Party QRP category with
this rig. It will do about 15 watts max and is all-mode.
It is about the size of a KX-3. SDR receiver, touchscreen display. Doug added a small fan. The stand
was made out of wood. It all packs into a case and
Doug has an HF antenna packed in another bag.
Doug estimates he has about $500 in the rig. Most
of the parts came from Mouser. This one was built a
few years back. The mcHF is an on-going project
and has been updated some since then. This is not
a project for faint-of-heart. Nicely done.

W4DCS

Ken Kayser, K2KXK, has a world clock using a free
program called Ham Clock running on a Raspberry
Pi. It’s colorful and fully configurable. He has it
running on one of the shack monitors. It will show
DX paths, the weather, KT index, VoaCap, sunspots
(what are those?), DX Cluster, various planetary
situations, beacons, etc. Very configurable, and
very free. Google Ham Clock.

Dave, KC4X, adapted a Plantronics headset,
originally designed for Bluetooth hands-free phone
use, to operate both his computer and radios. This
was based on an article in October, 2018 CQ
Magazine by Jim Miller, WB2REM and Gene
Hinkle, K5PA. There was a previous article in CQ
about going “untethered”. Articles like this are a
great reason to subscribe to CQ.
David is using the W720 unit. It claims 300 feet
range and David can use this unit anywhere from
inside his house. He has the rigs, the phone and the
computer hooked to it, so it is very flexible. Just
remember - you are on VOX!
Continued on the next page
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WA3RTC

direction and have the rotor turn automatically to that
direction (nice!). There is a display that shows
direction with a bar graph. These old Alliance TV
rotors that allowed the mast to pass through the
body of the rotor were some of the most rugged TV
rotors ever made.

KC4X

7163net.com/Beyond.pdf

W4PID

KC4X

Essentially you have to make a
CAT-5 cable that connects your rig
to the Plantronics remote headset
and then use the radio on VOX.
Icom radios require a blocking
capacitor due to the phantom voltage supplied to
Icom microphones. Dave just connected it to his
Heil adapter for the Icom. Dave found his used for
$62 including shipping. Headset battery claims 9
hours. Great for hands-free operation. Just
remember you are on VOX. K5PA.com has
information about how to wire this up to any radio.
Next up, Steve, WA3RTC, made a replacement
rotor box for an old Alliance C-225 rotor. the project
is not done as “of show time”, but it is well past the
proof-of-concept stage. Two buttons, one to go CW
and one to CCW. The rotor has a pot (the pot has
problems - working on that) and it is possible to set a

2021

Dick, W4PID, mounted a little home-made antenna
analyzer in a waterproof case with a clear cover. It
runs on an Arduino Uno. The main board was
developed by Jack Purdum, W8TEE (check QRZ).
Bright idea! The antenna connector, an SO-239
(military surplus - 1945!), is on one side, with a
power jack, and the rotary encoder with push button
comes through the top cover. Who needs a power
switch? Just unplug it.
Dick’s obsession is to have a bezel on a screen and
this box serves the bill nicely. These boxes are on
Amazon for about $6. The main idea here is not the
analyzer, it is the packaging. An inexpensive but
smart and stylish enclosure for very little money.
Gene, WB4MSG, showed off his 160 antenna tuner.
The rig’s frequency is being polled constantly by an
Arduino and that is processed and then sent by a
wireless RS-485 system to the base of the tower
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WB4MSG
where relays switch the taps so the transmit antenna
stays tuned. And not to be outdone by that idea, he
also used the same rig-polled data to autotune his
Alpha 91B amplifier so it stays tuned as he moves
across 160. The servos are just hobby servo
motors. He is running them with a little over-voltage
to increase power.
160 meters is Gene’s passion and he has taken the
world as QRP in the 160-meter contest. But
obviously he is not opposed to running QRO when
the need arises. Of course some world-class
antenna helps. All of this has been operation for
about 6 years. High power doesn’t seem to affect it,
nor does the heat and cold outside. Arduinos are
rugged as well as cheap. The chain drives used on
the amplifier are hard to find now.

BOY’S LIFE
~1950S
Add me to Newsletter email List

WB4MSG
Loads of ingenuity by FARC members. Projects
range from inexpensive to highly complex. And all
very nicely done. We appreciate all that shared
these great ideas. Apologies for the somewhat
blurry pictures, these were screen captures from the
youtube video. Go to w4nc.com to see the program.
A higher resolution version will be available for a little
while at:
http://www.dwepe.com/FARCVideos/Jan%202021
%20Show-&-Tell.mp4

2021

Some emails accidently got lost when I
transistioned the Newsletter list to Mail
Chimp. If you are inside Forsyth County
and have a ham license please join the
club. If you are outside FC (or you don’t
have a ham license) and want to be added
send me an email with FARC Newsletter in
the Subject and in the body of the email
include your email address, name and call
so I can easily paste it into the list. Current
subscribers are approaching 600. Send
to dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com
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Morse Code Practice Session

by Don, WS4NC

CW is the ORIGINAL DIGITAL mode. While digital
computers can copy CW, they can’t keep up with an
organic analog computer (the one between your
ears). We have a small group, and we are meeting
on Zoom on Friday’s to discuss progress. We can’t
practice for you. But if you will make an effort and,
with your computers help, you too can copy code.
And it will get easier in time. How proud would you
feel to earn CW DXCC in a weekend? The next
opportunity is ARRL DX CW, February 20-21. And
you really have time to get ready for this.
If there is demand for it we will hold another
presentation that was made about 8 months ago, but
you actually have to practice. If you want to learn
there are many software packages, but for
consistency we suggest “Just Learn Morse” (Google
that). There are other packages that offer a lot of
bells and whistles, but you don‘t need the distraction
until you have learned letters and numbers.
The order of the way you learn the characters is
called the Koch method. Try not to learn the visual
presentation of the characters, but listen to the
sound. Most of the best CW ops in the club prefer
500-550 Hz and the club radios are set to 510
frequency. Go to the options page and set it up for
510 Hz, 7 WPM but at least 13 WPM characters
(Farnsworth method), higher than 7/13 if you can
handle it, slower if you can’t. All of us were
beginners at one time. To start with drop it to only 1
minute. Start with 5 characters (or two if 5 is a
problem). Move up to higher WPMs over time and
try to do as many sessions as you can in one hour.
We do a “report card” on Fridays so to keep up a little
pressure. And we talk about CW, well mostly.

There are other software packages, and they have
many positive qualities, but this program is one of
the best to just learn the characters. Once you have
mastered the characters there are some other
software packages, including one that was designed
by the devil himself, but start with “Just Learn
Morse”. If you don’t know the characters, it is not a
good idea to try the other harder software, unless all
you want is frustration. There are some serious
mistakes to make in learning CW and this avoids
essentially all of those. If you start the wrong way, it
will frustrate you forever. I know. I did it all the wrong
way.
If you are looking for the shortcut to success, it is
practice, practice, practice. We can’t do that for you,
but we can be a support group and since you have to
report your progress each week, it is a motivator.
If there is demand, I’ll redo the presentation, it does
cover some don’ts, and some things that will help
you improve your speed. I’m not the best expert, but
having learned CW the worst way possible I do know
some serious pitfalls to avoid. We have gone thru
several Zoom meeting numbers, the final one is 8133696-1876, usual password. You can learn enough
to make a least a few CW contacts, especially if you
use software assistance, and that is not cheating, it
is a way to improve. But you have to learn enough to
get started. Please turn off FT-8 (or hide the mic)
and try it.

And back to music. There a Jack Benny skit from
years ago where he hired a famous french violin
teacher, Professor LeBlanc (Mel Blanc), so funny I
remember it today. Jack, as only he could, plays
Glow Little Glow Worm in the most painful way
possible. At the end the exasperated music
teacher, in his snooty French accent says
“Monsieur Beeny, et is
such a leetle worm . . .
pleese don’t keel et.”
Professor LeBlanc
couldn’t lose his hearing,
so he lost his mind. I am
closer to Jack’s comedy
playing, but at least I try.
But now you know why I
put my hands over my face
at times.
Yes, I’m still pushing this CW thing.
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Times
“Every Wednesday at 1300 – 1400z (favoring Asia/Pacific);
1900 – 2000z (favoring Europe/Africa); and 0300 – 0400z
–Thursday (Wednesday evening in US/Canada).
“NOTE: The exact dates for CWT each week are posted in the
above table.

CWT

by Don, WS4NC

Tuning around one Wednesday night after our Tech
Talk Zoom meeting I found a lot of CW stations on 40
meters running what seemed to be a quick contest.
Checking the web I found out about CWT, a great
way to work a bunch of CW stations, and even better
to improve your CW skills.
Yes, you can do this, even if you are limited to
running CW with a computer. And I ran into Chris,
W4KE, an FARC member who now lives in Florida,
one night. Below is some text from the CWT
website, https://cwops.org/cwops-tests/

“CWops Tests, or CWTs, are 60 minutes in duration and
held on Wednesday each week. There are three events at
times that favor different geographic areas on this same
day. Everyone is welcome – you don’t have to be a CWops
member to join the fun. Six bands are used – 10, 15, 20,
40, 80 and 160m. Suggested frequencies are from 28 to
45 kHz from the band edges. Lots of Qs or just a few,
please submit your results for each session at
http://3830scores.com
“* Three times a year, on the second Wednesday in March,
June and November, we replace the regular CWT
sessions with special sessions in which participants are
asked to keep their CW speed at or below 20 wpm. This is
in order to honor the graduating CW Academy classes and
to welcome CW Academy students and other newcomers
to the CWTs. CW Academy students who are not yet
members are encouraged to send “CWA” in the exchange
in place of their S/P/C. CW Academy advisors are
encouraged to send “CWA” in addition to their member
numbers in the exchange (as in “JOE CWA1821”).

“Exchange: Call “CQ CWT”. Exchange: Just send your First
Name and CWops member number. Non-members will send
First Name, and State, Province, or DX Country Prefix. This
will allow most operators to use a general-purpose logging
program or a paper log if necessary. A dedicated CWOPs
module has been written for N1MM by Nick, NA3M. Other
logging programs are also available. See our software page for
more information
“Reporting: Report results by time segment: CWT-1300,
CWT-1900, CWT-0300. Scores must be submitted within 48
hours to be included in our listing. Thanks to Bruce, WA7BNM,
everyone can post results on the 3830scores.com “

Making of a CW Morse Code
Straight Key "The Titan”
Very nice video. Shows all the steps from start to
finish. About 30 minute long video. Go to:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7zhmVTR6gdA

“Purpose: Meet and greet and show activity on the bands.
It’s a good public relations opportunity for CWops for those
who haven’t heard of us yet. It’s also an opportunity for
interested non-members to garner the required
nominations for membership.
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F e b 2 7 D a l t o n , G a H a m f e s t
http://w4drc.com/hamfest/ Still on at last check.
Feb 28 NC QSO Party
March 6 Clingman Hanfest(Rhonda, NC) Canceled. http://www.clingmanhamfest.com/
Mar 12-13, 2021 Charlotte Hamfest Canceled
http://charlottehamfest.org

Apr 16 RARSfest, Raleigh, NC Canceled
Apr 17 Greenville, TN Hamfest
https://greenevillehamfest.com/
The ARRL Calendar is available from the League, picture
above is from 2021 calendar, it is full of vintage Gil
cartoons.

Apr 24, 2021 Winston-Salem Hamfest, Canceled,
but we are investigating a new, later date and a
new location.

Calendar of Upcoming Ham Events
Hamfests, Special Events,
Contests, Club meetings, etc.

Jun 19 Knoxville Hamfest Canceled.
http://www.w4bbb.org/knoxville-hamfest

By Don WS4NC

If you are interested in contests see WA7BNM contest site.
Here I’ll only list the biggies, or something we are trying to
promote.

Feb 8 FARC General Meeting 7:30 PM Zoom
294 418 122

NETS
Thursdays: 8:30 PM Forsyth County ARES/Auxcomm net on
145.47 MHZ. 3rd Thursdays are training programs on Zoom.
Thursdays: 9:00 PM 2 Meter SSB on 144.200 MHz
Sundays: 8:30 PM 6 meter SSB net on 50.155 MHz

Feb 13 AB4OZ HamFest 10:00 am, Setup at 9:00
am. 6200 Glenwood Avenue, Raleigh, NC in the
Pleasant Valley Shopping Center parking lot.
Weather permitting. Masks required around
anyone not in your household

Many Hamfests have been canceled due to Covid19,
check websites for latest information.

Feb 14 Uh, don’t forget what day this is!

SOME MEETINGS MAY NOT BE HELD DUE TO THE
NATIONAL EMERGENCY. WE WILL POST WHAT
INFORMATION WE HAVE. THESE ARE THE NORMAL
STANDING DATES AND INFORMATION.

Feb 15 FARC Business Meeting 7:30 PM
Zoom 721 645 099
Wednesdays FARC Tech Talk 7:30 PM Zoom
549 621 524
Fridays FARC (mostly) CW meeting 7:30 PM
Zoom 813 3696 1876
Feb, 2020 Richmond, Va Frostfest Canceled
Feb 20-21 ARRL CW DX contest. Again, an
opportunity to get DXCC CW in one weekend.
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FARC

NEARBY HAM CLUBS AND MEETINGS:
Please see www.w4nc.com for more up-to-date
information

NEW - Wednesdays at 7:30 PM FARC Tech Talk, a Zoom meeting,
ID: 549 621 524 Password: club call lower case letters. An informal
project group for help, discussions and “war stories”.
Quarterly QCWA Meeting usually April, June, September and
December. See the website for details. Locations varies. ALL
members and guests are welcome! Wearing your Ham badge is
encouraged. Always a good program. QCWA Chapter 126 Weekly
Net: 3.853 +/- MHZ, 8:45AM each Saturday morning. Next Meeting:
Saturday, December 5, 2020, 11:00 AM. On Zoom, ALL members and
guests are welcome! Zoom data will be emailed prior to the meeting.
See https://www.qsl.net/qcwa126/ for more details.
1st Mondays High Point Amateur Radio Club HPARC High Point
Amateur Radio Club meets the first Monday of each month at the J&S
Cafe, 5835 Samet Dr, High Point, NC 27265, and (for now) via the
Continued on next page Page 23
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Zoom teleconference program. The meeting usually begins at 6:00
PM with many members gathering for a meal around 5:30 PM. For
updates, please make sure you check our club newsletter, which can
be found on the club website at https://www.w4ua.org/newsletter.htm
(Updated 12/20/20 Thanks to David AJ4TF)

3rd Mondays(?): Guildford Amateur Society IN-PERSON
MEETING STATUS UNKNOWN usually held at Sarah’s Kabob Shop
on 5340 W. Market Street in Greensboro, 27409, at 6:00 PM to eat,
7:00 PM to meet. Verify the dates at http://www.w4gg.org/ (updated
8/13/19 by Ken, KW4UC)

Last Saturday: The High Point FCC Testing session is on the last
Saturday of the month (except June, Nov, and Dec) at Hickory Chapel
Wesleyan Church, 301 Hickory Chapel Road, High Point 27260.
Current status: we have resumed limited testing, no more than 6
candidates, pre-registration is required. Reservations required 3
days in advance. You need to bring two forms of ID including a Photo
ID and a photocopy of any previous licenses and/or CSCE's. The
testing fee is $12.00 payable by cash only. Other dates and locations
can be found on the W4VEC.ORG web site. Please contact David
Macchiarolo at AJ4TF@arrl.net. Testing starts at 10:00 AM (Updated
8/9/20 Thanks to David AJ4TF)

3rd Tuesdays: The Winston-Salem Project Group, locations
varies, now on Zoom. Goto www.almondtree.com for details.

2nd Saturdays GSO/HP VE Testing Current status: we have
resumed limited testing, no more than 6 candidates, pre-registration
is required. The Greensboro session is the last Saturday of each
month (except for March) at Hinshaw United Methodist Church
located at 4501 High Point Road, Greensboro, NC 27407. Please
contact David Macchiarolo by e-mail at AJ4TF@arrl.net Testing starts
at 9:00 AM. You need to bring two forms of ID including a Photo ID and
a photocopy of any previous licenses and/or CSCE's. The testing fee
is $12.00 payable by cash only. Other dates and locations can be
found on the W4VEC.ORG web site. (Updated 8/9/20 Thanks to David
AJ4TF)
1st Tuesdays Durham FM Association: IN-PERSON MEETING
STATUS UNKNOWN Meets for Dinner (optional) at 6:00pm and the
business meeting and program at 7:00pm. We are meeting at
Bullock's BBQ, on 3330 Quebec Drive in Durham. For more info on
each meeting, check http://www.dfma.org/

3rd Tuesdays: Mars Hill, The High Appalachian Mountain Amateur
Radio Society (HAMARS) meets on the third Tuesday of every month
at 7 p.m. The meetings, typically inside Day Hall on the campus of
Mars Hill University, have been moved online due to COVID-19.
Current Hams and those interested in becoming an amateur radio
operator are welcome. Each meeting addresses a basic or more
advanced communications topic. Also weekly net: The net meets at
7:00 PM each Tuesday (except the third Tuesday) on 3810 KHz LSB.
We simulcast over Zoom for those with no HF access.
https://www.hamars.club/
4th Mondays(?): Guildford Amateur Radio Association Eat INPERSON MEETING STATUS UNKNOWN at 6:30pm and the
meeting is at 7:15pm. Sara’s Kabob Shop on 5340 W. Market Street
in Greensboro 27409. Verify the dates at http://www.w4gso.org/
(updated 8/13/19 by Ken, KW4UC)
2nd Saturdays: Tri-County Amateur Radio Club, SUSPENDED
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE Thomasville: 2nd Saturday at Loflin's
Rest. 108 Randolph St., Thomasville. 8:30 to meet and eat. Check
NC4AR.org for any last minute changes in time or venue. (Updated
2/28/2020 by John, W8LWX)
Last Mondays: Stokes County Amateur Radio Society SCARS
I N - P E R S O N M E E T I N G S TAT U S U N K N O W N
http://k4stk.com/index.html

1st Tuesdays Davie County Amateur Radio Club: The last
information I have is that this club is no longer active. Several SKs
and a small ham population have made it hard.

Knightlites QRP Club IN-PERSON MEETING STATUS UNKNOWN
http://www.knightlites.org/ Usually meets in Cary. Spread the word.
See website for details.

2nd Mondays: The Orange County Radio Amateurs meet at 1900
at the Orange Count EOC in Hillsborough. IN-PERSON MEETING
STATUS UNKNOWN

Briarpatch Amateur Radio Club - IN-PERSON MEETING STATUS
UNKNOWN Next club meeting is ? ; the meeting will be held at TCRH.
Meetings and FCC Test Sessions Test sessions are held at the Twin
County Regional Hospital in Galax, VA unless otherwise announced.
http://galaxbarc.tripod.com (This has not been updated for a while.)

2nd Tuesdays: Raleigh Amateur Radio Society General Meeting.
Via Zoom. See www.rars.org for more details. [updated 8/9/20]
2nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc. Held on Zoom
on-line, no in-person meeting. Meeting starts at 7:30 FCC exams
are suspending also until further notice, but usually offered
starting at 6:20 PM sharp. Zoom ID: 294 418 122 Password: club call
lower case letters
2nd Mondays Rowan Amateur Radio Society IN-PERSON
MEETING STATUS UNKNOWN at the Rowan County Rescue Squad
Building at 1140 Julian Road. Monthly meetings usually begin at 7:00
PM local time, except for the July and December meetings which are
“dinner” meetings and thus start a little earlier, usually beginning about
6:00-6:30 PM. Programs may include equipment demonstrations,
movies, guest speakers, or just open discussions on radio. We look
forward to seeing you at the next meeting. http://www.rowanars.org/
(Please confirm with a member of the Rowan Club. (I understand
there is a discussion about moving meeting nights so that joint
meetings can be made with FARC. We’d love that!)
3nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc. Business
Meeting. ONLY ON ZOOM UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE Open to all
FARC members and interested visitors. Normally at 66 Pizza, on
Stratford Rd just past Hanes mall Blvd and behind Village Tavern, but
currently on Zoom. At 66 Pizza we start arriving for dinner about 5:30ish, the meeting is at 7:30.
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Last Mondays: Lexington, NC Healing Springs Mountain VHF
Society (except Nov. and Dec., usually first Mondays in Dec.)
Currently Speedy’s BBQ, 1317 Winston Rd, Lexington, NC 27295
Meeting is at 6:30, come early for supper. (Updated 12/9/2020 by
Bill, W4EXT)
2nd Tuesdays: Greenville, NC Brightleaf Amateur Radio Club,
W4AMC Next meeting is by Zoom on May 12, 2020 at 7PM. Details:
https://w4amc.com/ (updated 10/28/20 by W4YDY) Latest: The
Brightleaf Amateur Radio Club will have its next meeting Tuesday,
October 8, 2020, 2020 at 7 PM. The meeting will be on ZOOM.
Contact Peter Van Houten, N4PVH, for details if you are having
trouble setting up. Peter will be the control site for the meeting. The
procedure for conducting the meeting is in the April Ham Chatter
article. The meeting will be on ZOOM. The next board meeting will be
Tuesday, October 27, at 7:00 PM Zoom. All members invited. Be to
c h e c k
t h e
* W h a t ' s
N e w *
p a g e
<http://www.w4amc.com/barcnew.html> on the BARC web site often.
Many times the site is updated several times a week with breaking
news.
Any clubs not mentioned or listed incorrectly are welcome to send a
note to dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com and include any updates or
additions.
Continued on next page
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RARSfest 2021 CANCELLED The Raleigh Amateur Radio Society
(RARS) and the RARSfest committee have made the difficult decision
to cancel the 2021 RARSfest, due to increasing concerns regarding
the resurgence of COVID-19. We hold the safety of our many guests
and volunteers as our responsibility. Even if a facility were to become
available, our concern is that it would be impossible to provide a safe
venue for an event the size of RARSfest. We thank our many loyal
guests, vendors, exhibitors and volunteers for their past patronage
spanning nearly 50 years. We look forward to seeing you on April 16,
2022 for the 48th RARSfest. (From December, 2021 RARS The

FCC Posts Email Address
Reminder On ULS Landing
The FCC is encouraging users of the Universal
Licensing Service (ULS) to have an email address
on file with the
FCC.
“Applicants are strongly encouraged to provide an
email address on their license application (s), which
will trigger the electronic issuance of an official copy
of their license(s) to the email provided upon
application grant. Per the timing specified in
Rulemaking FCC 20-126, the FCC will no longer
print, and licensees will no longer be able
to request, hard copy license authorizations sent by
mail.”
The FCC has not yet established the date by which
an email address will be required on all applications.
ARRL VEC already has begun including email
addresses on FCC applications for as many
applicants as possible. - via arrl.org 12/21/2020

Nets:
Tar Heel Emergency Communications Net on 3923 kHz
Nightly 1930.
NTS CW Nets
3.571 2000 hours, slow speed (5-8 wpm) Carolinas
Slow Net
3.573 1900 hours, high speed (20wpm)
3.573 2200 hours, slow speed (12-14 wpm),
South Carolina/North Carolina
Thursdays Forsyth Auxcomm/ARES 145.47 (3rd
Thursday is a Zoom training program see Auxcomm
section for details)

Some other contests:
Feb 13/14 . . . . . . . . . . . CQ WW WPX RTTY Contest
Feb 26/28 . . . . . . . . . . . CQ WW SSB 160M Contest
Mar 6/7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . ARRL SSB DX Contest
Mar 27/28 . . . . . . . . . . . CQ WW SSB WPX Contest
Contest Calendar: All the rules.
https://www.contestcalendar.com/weeklycont.php

CAN YOU HEAR ME NOW?

From an earlier ARRL news item: 12/3/2020 FCC to
Require Email Addresses Under new Section
97.23, each license will have to show the grantee's
correct name, mailing address, and email address.
“The email address must be an address where the
grantee can receive electronic correspondence,”
the amended rule will state. “Revocation of the
station license or suspension of the operator license
may result when correspondence from the FCC is
returned as undeliverable because the grantee
failed to provide the correct email address.”
https://www.citizen-times.com/story/news/madison/2020/12/09/hammarlund-mars-hill-industry-leader-generations/6507182002/

It might be smart for everyone to check out their
listing in the FCC Universal Licensing System to
make sure your email address is up to date, or to add
one if necessary. The login page is here:
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login
.jsp . Adding or editing your email address will not be
subject to the new $35 fee mentioned above.

2021
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ARRL DX CW

by Don, WS4NC

In November we
ARRL
had the World-Wide
INTERNATIONAL
CQ DX CW contest.
DX CW CONTEST
I t
w a s
a n
opportunity to work
the world in one
FEB 20-21
weekend. So you
missed it. There is another biggie coming up in
February.
Another contest that is taken very, very seriously by
a great many stations. There are some people who
literally have spent millions (of dollars, really) on
contest stations. So you have a minimal antenna?
So what? CW is a great equalizer. I have a nonresonant (mostly) off-center-fed dipole on a city lot
with very high noise levels. My noise level is still
something of a buzzkill (pun intended), but I have
some great success working CW. I did work about
115 counties in November (yes, I’m counting across
all bands). But mostly if I could hear it, I could work
it. Not like an SSB contest where the big guys just
blow you away.

Yes you really should learn the letters and numbers,
and a few other things, in CW. I push Just Learn
Morse. There are some other programs with some
great features but Just Learn Morse is probably best
at just learning the letters and numbers without
distraction. And while learning you don’t need the
distractions, so leave them alone. But with N1MM
and FLDigi (or CWGet, or DM780) you can pretend
to hang with the big guys in a contest. And it may
grow on you.
Now pray for some sunspots. And impress your
friends by running some CW. You really can do this.
Even if you don’t know CW, your computer does. It
is not as good as your ears, but it will work. I’m
hoping you will get hooked.
I’m trying to grow us some CW operators for Field
Day 2021. It’s really not that hard. Now go look at
some pretty keys and repeat after me, “I want one, I
want one.” You will be assimilated.

K1USN Radio Club Announces
New Weekly Slow-Speed CW
Contest
Several members of the K1USN Radio Club,
who are also members of the CW Operators’
Club (CWops), are starting a new one-hour
slow speed CW “contest,” the SST.
For those who prefer a more leisurely CW pace
or are new CW operators or contesters, this
just might be what you're looking for! Thank
you to all who took our participation survey. We
appreciate your input. We now have a
So you don’t know much CW. I’m pushing N1MM,
not because it is the best (it may be, but I’m not
interested in a Ford vs. Chevrolet argument.) It
works, it works very well. I use FLdigi with N1MM.
CWGet is also an option, but I think it requires
payment. It is good too. DM780 is also a great
option and I like it very much. Just pick one.
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Date and Time for our weekly SST:
00:00-01:00 UTC Mondays which is:
20:00-21:00 (8-9pm) US EDT Sundays
K1USN SST
Please join us!
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W4NC Web Page
The W4NC web page continues to be
updated and now has the video link for
the last FARC meeting on it. Terry,
AK4D, continues to put a lot of effort in
this and makes it a beautiful, and very
useful, webpage. UPDATE: YOU CAN
NOW PAY YOUR DUES BY PAYPAL!
Please go check it out: www.w4nc.com

FARC 90th
Anniversary
December 31, 2020 FARC
turned 90 years old. We had
planed to make all of 2020 and
2021 a 90th year celebration.
Right now due to the CoVid-19
emergency things are on hold although if someone would like, you can run W4NC/90 if
you ask, or we might can make arrangements for the
W4NC RemoteHams.
Since everything got put on hold we are rethinking this. A
number of events were planned to help us celebrate.
This included multiple on-air events through out the year,
plus our Hams @ Home (FARC Members operating
W4NC/90 from home stations) mini-events with our
members. An 11X17 certificate is planned but exactly
how that is going to happen isn’t known right now.
Likely we are going to make Field Day the big event this
year. But if anyone has any ideas, let’s hear them.

League of Mad Scientists!
The next League of Mad Scientists is meeting via
Zoom. URL, message ID, and password will be on
the website before Saturday morning. Program is
TBD. Have an technical question, interesting fact,
or just discuss recent techie-ness? Join us.
https://loms.micomputerscience.tech/
Thank you, Dr. Robert J. Meier, AA9AU

2021
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More upcoming FARC Programs:
December is our annual awards program. Dutch
treat. It is our normal annual awards banquet with
the installation of new officers. That will still
happen, at least as much as possible via Zoom,
there will be a short program of W4NC history,
mostly dealing with W4NC and Forsyth County
QSL cards.
February will be Club Log by FARC member Dick,
W4PID. Dick also ably writes our intrepid DX
column.
March Brian, KN4R, will present a program on
how to spruce up your QRZ web page (or do one, if
you don’t have one.) It will be good to have Brian
back up here again, even if via Zoom.

The main FARC in-person meeting night (2nd Mondays)
is suspended until further notice but it will be held by
Zoom video-conferencing. The meeting is normally the
Second Monday night at the Red Cross Building on
Coliseum Drive with the meeting starting at 7:30 PM
(7:29:56.5 PM this month!).
FCC testing is usually
available (suspended right now), please preregister at
info <at> w4nc <dot> com when exams start back.
Examinees should plan on arriving at 6:15 PM.
The FARC Business Meeting is now on Zoom on the third
Monday of the month. Email dedwards <at> dwepe
<dot> com if you want to be added to the list. It is open to
all. Normally it is held at 66 Pizza on Stratford Rd just
west of Hanes Mall Blvd. The meeting starts around 7:30
pm. When live, we usually arrive a little earlier (~5:30 for
some of us) and order dinner. Looking forward to when
we can do that again. All are welcome.

April FARC member, Steve, WA3RTC, will present
a program on a home-brew Aux CTL project.
Planned, but date not set is for Weather Spotter
Training.
All of these programs might get shifted around a
bit.

Waynesville (WCARS) Hamfest

All Planned FARC Programs:

July 24th, 2021

(Dates are subject to change)

Ruth Berner, WA4VT,
WCARS Hamfest Chair

February, 2021 Dick Hattaway, W4PID, on Club Log.
March, 2021 Brian Harrison, KN4R on QRZ web pages.
May, 2021 Steve Patterson, WA3RTC on an Aux CTL
project.
June, 2021 FARC Field Day plans and possibly a short
program.
Other items on our list are, but dates and presenters TBD:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Flex Radio
SkyWarn
Weather Radar
A 160-meter Vertical
Don, WS4NC, EBS System History
C6AGU by Dick, W4PID

If you are one of our regulars we SO look forward to
seeing you again. If you haven’t given us a try before,
this could be a great year to start, since lots of folks
will to be eager to get back out to their favorite events.
We’ll be doing our best to attract not only our old
friends but all the new hams who’ve gotten licensed
and have yet to experience the fun and fellowship of a
hamfest.

All of these are subject to change depending on FARC’s,
presenters schedules and whatever future challenges the
future holds.

2021

Same location, same hours, same setup Friday
afternoon for the Saturday hamfest. Get it on your
calendar. We’ll be sending out more information
including vendor registration forms as details get
firmed up.

[Ed. note: Last information I have is that this event is
still on for 2021. Check http://www.wcars.org/ ]
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From the President

by Sam Poindexter, NI4TG

We are blessed to have new
members in the Club. Please
keep your two meter rigs on as
you work DX or finish a project;
m on i t o r o u r r ep e a t e r on
Sauratown Mountain, and
respond to new “KN4___” calls
if you hear them. Remember
when you were a new ham,
trying to find your way on the
air?
It is time to pay dues for 2021. I know you like to pay
in person, but that is not possible right now. Send a
check to the Club at P. O. Box 11361, WinstonSalem, North Carolina, 27116. You may also pay
using Paypal.me from the link on the W4NC web site
under “Contact Info”. We have been unable to
generate funds from Ham Fests, so please consider
“rounding up” your payment by $5, $10, or $15. It’s
for a good cause!
My third request has to do with COVID as it affects
more and more people we know. Please, please,
wear your mask, wash your hands, social distance,
and consider taking a vaccine. Shots are available
for those over 65 if you are proactive.
See you Monday night.
73 and stay safe.
Sam. NI4TG

2021
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48 Hour Contests Are Not Long
Enough!

by, Don WS4NC

There was time when I could stay up for 48 hours,
although there was probably a cat-nap somewhere
along the way. I suppose if I was running away from
certain death, I might could just about manage it
now, but not likely. Some of us probably remember
the time we were young and managed to stay out
and party all night and make it through the next day.
“Yeah, we beat the night!” Probably poor judgement
on our part. But just in case you didn’t think that 48hours is long enough for a DX contest, the TRUE
BLUE DXerS CLUB has a better idea. They have
announced the BANDS ALIVE 2021 CW/SSB Ultra
Marathon. Thanks to W4PID for sending me this
information.

I must say that some my most memorable QSOs
have been with DX stations for an extended chat.
One on CW with PR I detailed earlier this year, but
also QSOs with hams in Adelaide, Australia, one in
the Bahamas, and in other countries. You do have
to register for this marathon. And you have to pick
CW or SSB, and you’ll need a computer log. For a
short video about this, go to:
https://www.tbdxc.net/marathon

TBDXers is a group of over 1400 hams in 50
countries. Their goal is to promote one-on-one
communications between hams of various
countries, especially with CW and SSB. (Uh, did
you notice there was no mention of FT-8? I like it
already!) To that end they are promoting a year-long
contest. They have pegged high hopes on the next
solar cycle bringing back some good DX.

2021
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Elizabeth Friedman, Code Breaker

by Don, WS4NC

Recently the PBS series American Experience ran a
program that covers a remarkable American
woman. Her name was Elizebeth Friedman. Based
on the book The Woman Who Smashed Codes: A
True Story of Love, Spies, and the Unlikely Heroine
Who Outwitted America's Enemies, The
Codebreaker reveals the fascinating story of
Elizabeth Smith Friedman, the groundbreaking
cryptanalyst whose painstaking work to decode
thousands of messages for the U.S. government
would send infamous gangsters to prison in the
1930s and bring down a massive, near-invisible
Nazi spy ring in WWII. Her remarkable contributions
would come to light decades after her death, when
secret government files were unsealed. But together
with her husband, the legendary cryptologist William
Friedman, Elizebeth helped develop the methods
that led to the creation of the powerful new science
of cryptology and laid the foundation for modern
codebreaking today.
If you missed it on the air, it can still be seen at
this link:
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/fil
ms/codebreaker/
There wasn’t a US military code breaker unit until
WW1, and she was the foundation of that. Then in
the 1920s the Coast Guard brought her in to decode
CW messages they had intercepted. That led to the
take down of the largest organized crime syndicate
in the world, which included Al Copone. WW2 she
broke the Japanese purple code, which was not only
in Japanese (which she didn’t speak) but was
encrypted with the German Enigma machine. The
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Japanese were using the standard International
morse alphabet, for Katakana (shown in the photo).
Today there are Japanese morse sysbols for
Katakana.
The British developed a code system before the US
joined the war, called Wheatstone, which they
thought was so good that if the Germans got it, in the
British words “The war would be hopelessly lost.”
They sent her a test message, which she decrypted
and sent back in 3 hours. Last that was heard of
that. [Portions of this article came from the book
Code-breakers, by David Kahn, from my bookshelf.]
In short, she was a bright gal. Now that we covered
that, want to try something challenging? See the
next article . . .

Mystery HF Stations
by Don, WS4NC
One Wednesday night our Tech-Talk group dived
into the subject of spy stations, and mysterious
signals on the HF band.
Recently the BBC and others ran some articles on
these:
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20170801-theghostly-radio-station-that-no-one-claims-to-run
https://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-24910397
https://nypost.com/2017/08/03/mystery-surroundscreepy-radio-signal-emanating-from-the-middle-ofnowhere/
There are some other web stories about these
stations. One Wednesday night we listened and
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found several stations on the following frequencies:
4584, 4625, 4750, 4584.5 and others. We captured
quite a few screen shots of the modulation patterns.
Google Earth also has pictures of the Russian
station. Seems to be a multi-phasic FSK-type of
modulation, or possibly something else. But it is
wide band. If you are troubled with too much time on
your hands, and you want to challenge Elizabeth
Friedman (last article) knock yourself out. Maybe
you’ll get a visit from an “alphabet” agency, US,
Russian, or . . . And just for the record, N4HER
captured the Google Earth pictures and the
spectrum shots. I didn’t get a copy of the best
spectrum shot, but there are modulation peaks over
a very wide spectrum.
And here’s an idea. If you just wanted to keep your
enemy busy, this might have no useful information at
all. It could just be to tie up resources so you
overlook what is going on somewhere else. Think
D-Day and the invasion that was supposed to
happen at Calais, France instead of Normandy. The
radio equivilent of inflatable tanks and jeeps.
Go give a listen just below 5 MHZ. Signals travel the
world there. Lots of interesting things going on
there. And there are even some of the old numbers
stations, but they are harder to find. But if there is a
late night knock on your door, I don’t know you.

2021
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NC QSO Party
Marty Young, W4MY,
NCQP Chairman
The North Carolina QSO Party is a fun operating
event that puts all of we Tarheel radio enthusiasts in
the spotlight. RARS is the sponsor and those of us
on the NCQP committee do everything we can to
make it a great event. But what is it, exactly? Think of
Field Day without the heat, bugs, rain, gasoline
smell, and stale coffee. But with the HF band jam
packed with signals all wanting to talk to you!
Unlike Field Day, it IS a contest! One where fabulous
prizes, fame, and notoriety can be had. Well, not
really, but we hams do like a challenge, don't we?
Seriously, its a time to get on the air and connect with
others all over the world seeking a contact with North
Carolina.
Here are the particulars for those who are already
familiar with this event. If you're not, get up with
someone in RARS who is. They would be happy to
be your Elmer in getting you up to speed.
It all takes place 1500 UTC February 28, 2021 to
0100 UTC March 1, 2021. (10 am to 8 pm EST on
February 28, 2021). All stations may operate the
entire contest period. Logs are due March 15. And,
this will be the last year for paper logs. We held out
as long as we could. Its time. If you are still using
paper while operating, that's fine. Its just each
participant will be responsible in 2022 for getting it
into the accepta-ble electronic form when submitting
the results to us.

letter of the suffix in the call will spell out
"WOLFPACK" See if you can work all of them for a
sweep!
Lastly, we want to acknowledge our sponsors.
Clubs, individuals, and affiliated groups have given
money to help support RARS' ability to put this event
on, and we are very grateful. Thank you!
Check out the website, www.ncqsoparty.org for the
rules and latest information on what's going on. I am
looking forward to hearing and working everyone!

Other Ham Radio Newsletters
As Newsletter editor I’m on a lot of other club newsletter
lists. Below are the ones I can dig out right now, but I’ve
noticed a sharp drop-off lately. I’ll add more in the future.
Any club that would like to added to the list just send me an
email dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com If you can’t figure
out why I list email addresses like this, you’ll probably
haven’t been introduced to spam yet. Some clubs have
their newsletters (and meetings) as club members only. I
encourage all clubs to make their newsletters and
meetings open. It is healthy for the club and for ham radio
in general. We have been picking up members from our
open Newsletter and meetings.

Brightleaf Amateur Radio Club (Greenville, NC)
https://w4amc.com/ham-chatter/

Potomac Valley Amateur Radio Club (Contesting)
http://pvrc.org/Newsletters/2021_02.pdf
http://pvrc.org/Newsletters/2021_01.pdf

Raleigh Amateur Radio Club

https://www.rars.org/exciters/2021/RARSExciter02-2021.pdf
https://www.rars.org/exciters/2021/RARSExciter01-2021.pdf

There is now a high and low power category for each
of the Phone, CW, and Mixed modes. We made
some other small changes to the categories
removing the out-of-state Multi-Op as well.

Rowan Amateur Radio Club

S O M E T H I N G B R A N D N E W: A G i g a P a r t s
(https://www.gigaparts.com )gift card in the amount
of $150 will go to the In-State entrant who makes the
most combined QSO's on 20, 15, and 10 meters.
This is a major prize, certainly worth the effort to do.
Don't be too quick to move to 75/80 with this prize on
the line. See the rules for complete details.

ARRL

Check out Spelling Bee Bonus. Stations with 1x1
call signs will be on the air giving out QSOs. Each
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I haven’t been getting these lately. ??

Forsyth Amateur Radio Club (Duh!)

http://www.dwepe.com/FARCNewsletters/y2021m02.pdf

Always check www.arrl.org for news. Other ARRL
newsletters require a League membership. I need to
do a great shout-out to Marv, WA4NC for his
excellent NC Section Newsletter. Join ARRL.
American Legion

(not a ham club but page 6 is on ham radio)
https://a6c.fc6.myftpupload.com/wpcontent/uploads/2020/12/Legion-News-Fall-2020.pdf
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Minutes of the Forsyth Amateur
Radio Club Meeting 11 January
2020

By Stacey MacArthur, W1LLO
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

1. Call to Order and
W e l c o m e : T h e 11
January 2021 meeting of
the Forsyth Amateur
Radio Club was called to
order by President Sam
Poindexter (NI4TG) at
1930 hours. The meeting
W1LLO
was held on Zoom video
conferencing software due to the COVID-19
pandemic. Sam welcomed all attendees,
approximately 54, for joining us this evening.
2. Announcements: Sam (NI4TG) took a
moment to recognize new members Scotty
Howerton, and Rick Huebner W0RCY, as well as
guest Wally Howerton W8ALLY. The FCC has
passed the fee on amateur radio licenses.
Upgrades and renewals will now cost $35.
Virginia has passed a new wireless
communications law; Amateur operators have
been exempted. This law is coming to North
Carolina, so please contact your representatives
to assure we are exempted as well. For
reference this is NC House Bill 144. Silent Key
Tag Bowers K4TAG, there is a write up in the
newsletter about Tag. A reminder to pay your
yearly dues, they are due by the end of January.
You can pay via PayPal, or check. The link and
address are on the website.
3. Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Kent Englebert
(K4HKE) gave a brief treasurer’s report. Our
balance in the bank is $3,508.17. There are no
upcoming large expenses, and the club is in
good shape.
4. Auxcomm/Ares: Harlan Cobert (W1HRC)
presented the Auxcomm report. Weekly
Auxcomm nets are on Thursday at 8:30pm on
the W4NC 145.47 repeater; Zoom training the
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3rd Thursday at 8:00pm. The Zoom number can
be found on the website. There is a push from for
members to be Winlink capable. Winlink training
will be scheduled for one of the upcoming
Thursday Zoom sessions. This year’s goal is to
supplement traditional training with more
exercises and drills. The skills that are learned
through training are perishable; Drills and
exercises are important to solidify this
knowledge. February 23rd there will be
WebEOC Just in time training from 10am –
12:30pm; Sign up on the NCTERMS website.
Skywarn training this year will be a virtual, selfguided course. More information will be placed
on the website when available. Reminder to
please be sure your ICS courses are up to date. If
they are not, take the most current version and
email your certificate to ares[at]w4nc.com.
5. Repeater Report: Dale Mierisch (WB9SZL)
presented the repeater report. Arrangements are
being made to gain access to the roof of Baptist
hospital so work can be done on the repeaters.
Access has been restricted due to the COVID
pandemic. An entire system inspection is
planned and is scheduled some time soon.
145.47 repeater is up and running well, along
with the EchoLink node. Testing is still
suspended at this time. We hope to have local
testing resume as soon as the COVID
restrictions are relaxed, or we find suitable
outdoor testing solutions. In the meantime, there
are other local options available and applicants
are being directed there.
6. Program: This month’s program was the
annual show and tell. Projects presented were
by David Nicholson N2AWE – Hand-made JPole, Bobby Meier AA9AU – Airport VOT
beacon, Bob McClellan W3AVB – Hammo Can,
Doug Spriggs W4DCS – QRP Radio, Ken
Kayser K2KXK – Ham Clock, David Shoaf KC4X
– Wireless audio interface, Steve Patterson
WA3RTC – Rotator control, Dick Hattaway
W4PID – Homemade antenna analyzer, and
Gene Bowman WB4MSG – Station automation.
7. Adjournment of Meeting: A motion was made
and seconded. Meeting was adjourned at 2101
Continued on the next page
local time.
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8. Partial List of Meeting Attendees: Below is a
partial list of FARC meeting attendees.
Don Edwards WS4NC, Stacey MacArthur
W1LLO, Sam Poindexter NI4TG, Harold
Richardson N4HER, Steve Patterson WA3RTC,
Van Key KC4WSK, Harlan Cobert W1HRC,
David Shoaf KC4X, Kent Englebert K4HKE,
Terry Brown AK4D, Bob McClellan W3AVB,
Mary McClellan KM4WPO, Ken Kayser K2KXK,
John Canup KM4HVB, Michael Culbreth
W4CZJ, Doug Spriggs W4DCS, Terry Good
W3NPS, Lou Mayer KK4NUB, Dick Hattaway
W4PID, Jerry Minor K4GW, Richard Hall
K 7RL H, An dy B rin k le y NC4 AB , M arc ia
Thompson NC4MT, Bruce Thompson AD4ET,
Mason Ma trazzo KM4SII, Doc Holliday
WB4DOC, Neal Pruitt WD4LSS, Judson Davis
KG4OHQ, Bill Seward W4EXT, David Jones
KN4VBT, Jim Register KV4SJ, Steve Iltis
KM4OCR, Nick Hunter W4NPH, Gene Bowman
WB4MSG, David Nicholson N2AWE, Jim Atkins
W4UX, Bill Kennedy WD4OTY, Keith Thomas
KA4JAH, Dale Mierisch WB9SZL, Arjun
Chatterjee KB6MTH, Walter Howerton W8ALLY,
Neil Foster N4FN, Terry Farrell AC4HP, Geoff
Rudy KK4MOV, Richard Huebner W0RCY,
Bobby Meier AA9AU, Gary Miller WA4VMC, Bill
Patterson KD4RGB, Mark Gaines KM4TUK,
Mark Raysin KG4GVJ, Mark Scott K4MV,
Michael Pope K4OLD, Joe Waugh, and Scotty
Howerton.

Minutes of the Forsyth Amateur
Radio Club Business Meeting – 18
January 2021

By Stacey MacArthur, W1LLO
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

1. Call to Order and Welcome: The monthly Board of
Directors Business Meeting, Forsyth Amateur Radio
Club, was called to order by President Sam Poindexter
(NI4TG) at 1930 hours. The meeting was held on
Zoom video conferencing software due to the COVID19 pandemic.
2. Meeting Attendees: The 23 meeting attendees
were, Don Edwards WS4NC, Sam Poindexter NI4TG,
Harold Richardson N4HER, Stephen Patterson
WA3RTC, Terry Brown AK4D, Ken Kayser K2KXK,
Stacey MacArthur W1LLO, Michael Pope K4OLD,
Kent Englebert K4HKE, David Shoaf KC4X, David
Nicholson N2AWE, Doc Holliday WB4DOC, Jerry
Minor K4GW, Harlan Cobert W1HRC, Gene Bowman
WB4MSG, Mason Matrazzo KM4SII, Steven Mierisch
KG4JWU, Dale Mierisch WB9SZL, Henry Heidtmann
W2DZO, John Canup KM4HVB, Gary Miller
WA4VMC, Bung Kim, and Joseph Waugh.
3. Announcements: Hobby Park is confirmed for Field
Day 2021. If Field Day is held at Hobby park this year
as is planned, the county is requiring a waiver of
liability for all attendees. FARC has also submitted
proof of liability insurance which is again required for
the shelter rental. At the previous board meeting a
welcoming committee was formed consisting of Ken
Kayser (K2KXK) and Doc Holliday (WB4DOC). As per
the bylaws, this committee fulfills the requirement of a
Hospitality committee. Ken and Doc have been
officially instated for this role. The dues and
fundraising mailer that was to go out in December was
postponed due to technical issues. As of today, 53
people have paid their dues including life and family
memberships. The mailer will go out to all members
who have not been active in the past 3 years.
4. Hamfest: Based on the vaccine delivery schedule
and taking guidance from national ham fests, the April
Hamfest has been cancelled. Possibility of holding the
hamfest later in the year is being discussed.
5. NCQSO Party: Discussion is being held on plans for
the NCQSO party normally held at the Red Cross
building. The NCQSO Party is on the 28th of February
and this would be like the format used on Field Day
2020.

Continued on the next page
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6. Auxcomm: Email received from the branch
coordinator for Auxcomm. Nick Pedro who is the
Skywarn trainer is putting together a virtual course to
be held at multiple times over the next year. Dates to be
determined. Winlink training on March 18th over
Zoom.
7. Adjournment of Meeting:
adjourned at 2020 hours.

The meeting was

W4NC Live
If you goto www.w4nc.com you will see a link to
W4NCLive. That will take you to youtube and you can
see many of our past FARC meetings and some training
programs there. The meetings are streamed live and
then stored on youtube for future access. Now we will be
meeting on Zoom, and then posting the video later on
youtube. Pedro, KM4GKY, was our prime “youtuber”
but computer issues have put him in the back seat.
Terry, AK4D, is our prime “youtuber” now and WS4NC
usually runs the streaming on the Zoom meetings. Terry
is editing the old meetings and getting good titles. By
now Terry will have gotten most videos moved over to
youtube.

2021
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ARRL SANCTIONED
FORSYTH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC

HAM FESTIVAL!

We are watching the
Covid19 situation
carefully, but feel it is in the best
interests of our members
to cancel the April event.
We are looking into later dates
and possible outdoor locations.
The October Hamfest is
still on for now.
See W4NC.com for additional details.

Saturday, April 24, 2021
2021
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FORSYTH COUNTY AUXCOMM –
ARES MEMBERS ARE BUSY
by Harlan Cobert, W1HRC

The Forsyth County
ARES/AuxComm
Training Net
Meets each Thursday
evening at 2030 hours local
time. On third Thursdays,
commencing at 2000 hours
local time, in lieu of the net
we will have a Zoom
training session. Zoom 897-9792-5884, password
club call lower case. Support the Thursday night
ARES/AuxComm training net. The Net averaged 14
checkins in October.
The Net is conducted on the W4NC 145.470 +
(T100) repeater and is used for Emcomm training,
practice and training in emergency or disaster
response and public service communications. All
amateurs are invited and encouraged to participate
in this net. Our backup repeaters are the K4GW
147.315 + (T100) repeater and the W4NC 146.640 +
(T100). All repeaters cover the Forsyth County Area.

Seen this form before?
If you haven’t filled out one of these recently, we
need to update our records. We are working on
getting a form that can be filled out on line, but until
then how about filling a new copy (see the next-tothe-last page) and either emailing it to Stacey,
W1LLO or give her a copy a the next FARC meeting.
Harlan would also like an updated ARES/AuxComm
form. And while you are at it . . .

2021

For forms and more information go to
www.w4nc.com and check the AuxComm/ARES
link on the left of the page. NOTE: AuxComm/ARES
members do not self-deploy.

FEMA ICS ON-LINE COURSES
We are “stuck” at home so what to do?
Well
besides that long awaited honey-do list, how about
some on-line training. FEMA has hundreds of
emergency preparedness and response related
courses all FREE and on-line. Taking them will
increase your knowledge and your abilities for
AuxComm-ARES activations. It’s all about KSA …
Knowledge, Skills and Abilities.
NCEM requires that ALL personnel involved in any
aspect of emergency or disaster response
(including AuxComm – ARES) maintain their basic
four ICS courses at the most current level. Meaning
if you took ICS 100, 200, 700 or 800 years ago and
your certificate does not have show the most current
alpha designation as shown below, you need to
retake the course.
Continued on next page
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MOST CURRENT ICS COURSES ARE:
ICS-100c
ICS-200c
ICS-700b
ICS-800d
Once you complete the
courses, please notify ares at
w4nc dot com. You do NOT have to forward your
certificates, however a copy of your NC TERMS
transcript that shows completion of the courses is
requested.

Nor th Car oli n a Tr ai ni n g Exe rcis e
Response Management System
Various course available to AuxComm members,
like ICS-300, are listed in and can be registered for
in NCTERMS. goggle NCTERMS for more
information. terms.ncem.org/TRS/ should take you
to the front page where you can register and look at
the courses that are available. Most courses will be
available, some are restricted. (NCEM has
canceled all state sponsored in-person classes until
further notice.)
Future Training Being Planned:
First Aid and CPR/AED

AUXCOMM – ARES STICKERS AND
PATCHES ARE AVAILABLE
We now have the official Forsyth County AuxCommARES emblem in a 3” patch and sticker available for
sale. The patches cost $4.00 and stickers are $1.50
each. These items will be available for purchase at
any FARC Club meeting and select activities. Cash
is preferred and exact payment is appreciated. See
Harlan (W1HRC) for these items.

FORSYTH COUNTY AUXCOMM – ARES
STAFF
AuxComm – ARES does not operate solely with one
person. It takes a team of people dedicated to
making the program work. Currently we have five
staff personnel however we are seeking others to fill
specific roles.
AuxComm – ARES Manager (EC): W1HRC Harlan
AuxComm - ARES Deputy Emergency Coordinator: WA4NOT Jim
AuxComm – ARES Operations Officer: W1LLO Stacey
AuxComm – ARES Technical Services: WB9SZL Dale
AuxComm – ARES Public Information Officer: WS4NC Don
AuxComm – ARES Deputy Operations Officer - West: N2AWE Dave
AuxComm – ARES Deputy Operations Officer – East: OPEN
AuxComm – ARES Training Officer: OPEN

If you are interested in filling one of these staff
positions please let Harlan, W1HRC; Jim, WA4NOT;
or Stacey, W1LLO, know. You may also email your
desire to serve to ares <at> w4nc <dot> com.

EOC NCS Training
Emergency Operations Center/Net Control Station
EOC/NCS is one of the required courses for lead
AuxComm operators and will be offered via Zoom in
four 2-hour sessions starting November 7 at 10 AM.
This may not be offered again until late 2021. Zoom
ID 897 9792 5844. Dates are 11/7, 11/14, 11/21,
12/5. There will be no training over Thanksgiving.
This is a mandatory class to become qualified as a
Communications Team Lead. You do not have to
register in NC TERMS for this training.

Harlan Cobert (W1HRC)

Don Edwards (WS4NC)

AuxComm - ARES Manager (EC)

AuxCom - ARES
Public Information Oﬃcer

Jim Mansﬁeld (WA4NOT)
AuxComm - ARES AEC

Stacey MacArthur (W1LLO)
AuxComm - ARES AEC
Operations (East)

Dave Nicholson, N2AWE
AuxComm - ARES AEC
Operations (West)

OPEN

Dale Mierisch (WB9SZL)
AuxComm - ARES AEC
Technical Services

AuxComm - ARES AEC
Training

SKYWARN
To obtain critical weather information, the National
Weather Service (NWS) established SKYWARN®
with partner organizations. SKYWARN® is a
volunteer program with between 350,000 and
400,000 trained severe weather spotters. These
volunteers help keep their local communities safe by
providing timely and accurate reports of severe
weather to the National Weather Service. Course
Dates: To Be Determined 2021
More AUXCOMM/ARES next page
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I C S - 3 0 0 I N T E R M E D I AT E I C S FO R
E X P A N D I N G
INCIDENTS
This course is recommended
b y t h e W i n s t o n
Salem/Forsyth County
Emergency Management for
those AuxComm - ARES
personnel that will be acting
in a Communications Team Lead position. The
course is a three day long, all day class room course
and is provided locally by Emergency Management
several times annually. Personnel desiring to take
this course must register for it via NCTERMS at:
https://terms.ncem.org/TRS/. Course
Prerequisites: Must have completed ICS-100, ICS200, ICS-700, and ICS-800. This course is currently
being offered virtually and you must register via NC
TERMS.

ADDITIONAL RELATED AUXCOMMARES TRAINING
All other classes are canceled due to the national
emergency, until further notice.

Forsyth County AUXCOMM-ARES 2020
Update:
The year 2020 has so far been interesting to say the
least. What started off to be a busy year for us has
ground to a halt. We are now under Stay-At-Home
orders which resulted in canceled activities and
training. A lot of the planned training and exercises
for this year have either been canceled or
indefinitely postponed. However like others
involved in emergency operations we overcome,
improvise and adapt.
We are continuing to do training on Thursday
AuxComm nets at 2030 hours local and have We
have also changed the 3rd Thursday AuxComm net
from an on-air training to a zoom meeting at 2000
hours local. We need to continue practicing sending
and receiving messages, holding communications
exercises (COMEX) on other bands, hold the net on
70cm UHF repeater, and discuss the use of digital
communications protocols. Nets are normally 30
minutes however we may extend a net longer to
accommodate the training or exercise planned. The
goal is to not exceed 1 hour however.

2021

Opportunity awaits: There are many ways to
practice and running an AuxComm – ARES weekly
net is one way. You do not have to run one every
week, just pick one or two up a year. Attend the
tabletop exercises when they are conducted.
Participate in the on-air drills. Take a lead role in
these exercises and drills.
Practice, Practice, Practice. As they say, Practice
makes perfect. While we talk on the radio almost
daily, our emergency communications skills,
working in WebEOC, with the ICS paperwork and so
forth is perishable. We need to practice and hone
our skills to keep them sharp. Saying, “Well I have
taken the classes so I am qualified” is setting
yourself and the team up for failure. Unless you
practice those skills and what was learned in class
you will have confusion when you need to actually
do the job for real. As most of you know I am a
member of the Forsyth County Incident
Management Team. During the past 12 months, I
have completed over 350 hours of training,
participated in 3 exercises and 2 deployments for an
additional 175 hours. All this training has come into
play over the last 230 plus days as I was activated to
assist in the COVID-19 response as well as several
other large scale events during the same time.
Without that training and practice … well trust me …
things would not have gone as well as they did.
It takes time and commitment to be prepared to
serve in times of emergencies and disasters. YOU
have put in the time to take the classes now it is up to
you to put in the time to develop those skills that
were taught.
Remember that even though we are called amateur
radio operators … YOU are a professional
communicator …. Exercise, drill and practice as the
professional you are.
AuxComm-ARES Training and News
Upcoming Training Class: Forsyth County WebEOC Just-InTime Training (FOR-WEBEOC-JIT)
When: Tuesday, February 23 from 10am to 12:30pm
Class will be online. More info can be found at:
https://terms.ncem.org/TRS/courseDesc.do?sourcePage=co
urseSearch&cofId=131188/.
Please join in to the Thursday night AuxComm-ARES
meetings listed in the table above
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WHAT IS AUXCOMM - ARES???

AuxComm - ARES Documentation:

ARES is the function of the Amateur Radio Relay
League Field Organization which coordinates ham
radio responses as communicators in disaster
situations and public service events. AuxComm is a
function of DHS and has been adopted by NCEM for
all supplemental communications support within the
state. AuxComm stands for Auxiliary
Communications and includes ARES, REACT,
CERT. and others that provide communications
support. In NC, local AuxComm - ARES units are
formed at the county level led by an appointed
volunteer AuxComm Coordinator / Emergency
Coordinator. A ham radio license is required for
AuxComm - ARES membership, as is a registration
form listing contact information and band / mode
capabilities. This form is available from the
AuxComm Coordinator and the last page of this
newsletter. There are no fees or dues; nor is club
membership required.
All hams may participate by volunteering their time
and the use of their radio equipment for AuxComm –
ARES activities. Members of Forsyth County
AuxComm – ARES are required to have completed
at least the basic four ICS courses as well as the
local EmComm 101 course. Almost all of AuxComm
– ARES activities use VHF / UHF FM; so hams with
any class of license can participate.
Locally, AuxComm - ARES is sponsored by the
Forsyth Amateur Radio Club which allows the use of
the club’s repeaters and some of the club’s
equipment for AuxComm - ARES needs.
Our primary disaster service partners are the and
Forsyth Emergency Management and American
Red Cross. We participate in training exercises with
them, and in communications emergencies can be
activated to serve in their responses. Trained
AuxComm – ARES members can be asked to assist
in a variety of roles during emergencies or disasters
from operating an amateur radio to provide
communications from a shelter to the EOC to
operating radios on the state VIPER system.
The major public service event for Forsyth County
AuxComm - ARES is the annual, two-day Tour to
Tanglewood Bike MS event. Hams are stationed at
rest areas and in event vehicles to provide point-topoint communications.

2021

Some important
downloads for
AuxComm - ARES are
available and can be
downloaded by going to
www.w4nc.com and
clicking the AuxComm
– ARES tabs. The
documents aren’t hard,
but they are confusing
the first time you see them. That is why there is a
training session on the third Thursday of the month
covering how to fill out these documents and how
they are used. It would be a good idea to have a
notebook made of these documents in your go bag.
Individual documents are available from the FARC
AuxComm ARES site or you can go to this link for a
full book with instructions:
https://training.fema.gov/emiweb/is/icsresource/as
sets/nims%20ics%20forms%20booklet.pdf

BE A LERT!

WE NEED
MORE LERTS!
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Shack short wave listeners guide. I would define the
appearance condition as excellent, with only normal wear
and tear scratches etc. I have more pictures if interested.
Unit is presently packed for shipment, and advertised
elsewhere ( at higher prices ). Please email
W4PID@ARRL.NET for more photographs. $250
delivered to Winston Salem at my convenience, or picked
up in Salisbury NC. Also available: Drake Twins, T4XC

Newsletter Classified
If you want to sell something please write your own ad (funny helps) and list yourcall
callsign along with either your email or your phone number. I’ll run it in the next two
Newsletters. I can include small pictures. Please let me know if it sells so I can remove it
- it will drop after two months. There was a suggestion that donations be solicited for this.
Any offers? Send your ad to dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com. I’ll start it off.

HAM GEAR FOR SALE
Astron RS-20A Power supply, cosmetic and electrically perfect.
This is the one without meters. The classic beast of a standard
ham power supply. $60.00 “Would you take $50?” “Oh, you
want to bargain, then it’s $75.” “How about $50?” “I’ll come
down to $65.” “How about $55?” “Let’s split the difference, say
$60.” “OK, $60 it is.” “Are your FARC dues paid? No! Then
$75.” See how we are going to end back up at $60? WS4NC
dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com

R4C, Cables, Blue Display, A4C, MS4 Speaker, Drake amp
relay,\ connector, (CW Filter), xtra band crystals, orig. manuals make reasonable offer.
FOR SALE
440 Repeater System: Two Icom IC-F200 radios in a N5YIZ
case/ with Samlex 25a power supply, Duplexers are Chinese
built 100w units. Controller is the TalkTone model RT-FDR1.
Asking $800 or best offer. May consider parting out the system.
Contact Andy vie email: derswede@icloud.com

Logikey K-1 Keyer. Rare find and works perfectly, include
original packaging and manual. $75 Call Jim, NA4J 336-5757453 [02/20]
Hy-Gain AV14AVQ four band (40, 20, 15, 10) vertical. Internal
loading coil helps provide perfect match and reduces noise
coupled from ground. Includes about thirty 33-foot radial wires.
$100 Call Jim, NA4J 336-575-7453 [02/20]
Yaesu FT-65R 5W VHF/UHF HT new in box never opened
because I ordered 2 by mistake. Liking mine so far. I paid $95
shipped. Yours for $90. Email Steve, K2MLN: stevemellen <at>
gmail <dot> com.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O3dB1P3AZRU&feature=youtu.be

HELP WANTED
YOUR AD Why isn’t it here? Be witty - or I’ll help. Send email
to dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com [10/2019]

Ham Radio Operator Threatened by
Neighbors

KENWOOD R5000 GC RECEIVER FOR SALE
Kenwood R5000 General Coverage Receiver, appears to
work as designed. From the estate of a friend. 100KHz to
30 Mhz and beyond with optional converter ( not included
). Also included are the original manual and a Radio
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OK, it’s a Twilight Zone episode called “Black
Leather Jackets”. A short is on youtube. “The wife
says you spend hours down in your basement,
working on a radio or something. Well none of us
have ever seen that radio.” “Yeah, Steve. What
kind of radio set you working on? Who talks to you
on that radio set? Huh?” . . . “I talk to monsters from
outer space . . . “
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DX Operations for February 2021

By Dick, W4PID

At the top of the list is the ARRL
DX CW contest on February
20-21. See
https://www.ng3k.com/misc/a
dxc2021.html as well as other
references for this contest.
Now you may not be a contest
person, but this is a great
opportunity to see how many
countries/entities you can
work on CW in one weekend. I have joked with my
mentor W4HG on many occasions that one could
concentrate on this contest and work DXCC in 2
days with 100 watts and a wire.

you only need one dash to represent a 0 in a report.
Extra dashes are superfluous.
There will be other shortcuts, and it’s fun to sort them
out. DO NOT FEEL BAD ABOUT RETURNING A
CALL AT 5WPM. They will be glad to work you no
matter how fast you send. However, they will
probably continue to truck along at above 25 WPM.
Note that you will stand out like a sore thumb in all
the 30 WPM plus ops, so he may well just call you
because you are easy to copy in the pileup. Listen to
a DX station for several contacts before you try to
work him/her. You get a feel for their pattern of
operation, etc. Do they always wait for 10 seconds
for the QRM to subside, or do they copy the first
signal they hear?

ARRL
INTERNATIONAL
DX CW CONTEST
https://www.dx-world.net/zd8hz-ascension-island/

FEB 20-21
There will be some blazingly fast CW ops there, but if
you sit and concentrate on what they are sending
you will improve your CW copy speed immensely.
The contacts are pretty repetitive, in that US and CA
stations will send RST plus state, and foreign
stations will send RST plus power. Expect a *lot* of
shortcuts. The standard report for NC would be
599NC.
Nobody expects you to send 459NC
because they are weak and there’s QRM. Stick with
599NC because the report isn’t really a report
anyway. More discussion on that at a later date.

ZD8HZ is operational on Ascension Island for the
duration of 2021. He has a good signal considering
he is using 100 watts and a wire. I have worked him
on 15 meters fairly easily, and heard him on other
bands. I guess you could say we were ‘wire to wire’
communications. Should you happen to try to work
him on FT8, be aware that he has no interest in grid
squares, and if you hear him, begin your transmit
sequence by sending calls and reports ( TX2 in
WSJT-S programs ). He always answers theses
calls first.
Continued on next page

Now 599NC will become ENNNC pretty quickly. E
for 5 (you only need one dit) and NN for 99 because
the 9 is way longer in time to send. Expect the DX
station to send ENN for the RST report every time.
And his power. . . which is often a kilowatt, sent K . . .
or 100 watts sent ATT. Once again, you only need
the A to have it substitute for a 1 (why send all those
extra dashes) and the T. . . well, that’s a zero and

2021
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Eric continues to keep JX2US on the air, see
https://www.dx-world.net/jx2us-jan-mayen/ but he is
very weak in the north America direction. He works
well into Europe and Africa, as well as Asia, but the
path to us is blocked by a huge hill. He will be there
until April 2021, so I will keep trying. This is another
very hard entity to snag, so if you hear him make
sure to give him a call or two (thousand ) ..

https://dxnews.com/5t5pa/

160M news .. stations active on FT8 5T5PA
Mauritania , 9O5WUO/R Dem. Rep. of the Congo ,
VP2EIH Anguilla ( what a CW call !! ) OH0AZX
Aland Islands , 7Z1SJ Saudi Arabia , and PJ4A
Bonaire Island. This is a really nice collection of Top
Band calls. More info is available on QRZ.COM.
Somalia is back on the air, with 6O1OO handing out
FT8 contacts on a fairly regular basis. He has a good
signal but is very popular, thus hard to work. I finally
worked him on 40M FT8. He does not operate on
the standard FT8 frequencies, but is always on
‘normal’ FT8, not F/H. Typically around 2200-0100 Z
i s h i s t a r g e t t i m e . S e e h t t p s : / / w w w. d x world.net/6o1oo-somalia/

https://www.qrz.com/db/J28PJ

J28PJ in Djibouti will be closing down operations this
year. He has been active for 5 years, and shows up
on multiple bands and modes. This is a pretty rare
entity, so if you hear him on in the next few months, it
is probably a good idea to try to snag him. This
particular entity is fraught with political issues and
security problems. Earlier DXpeditions to the area
were met with serious problems. The good news is
that Jean-Philippe plans on being on the air from a
west Africa IOTA for a good length of time starting in
June. It’s likely this IOTA / entity will also be a good
catch for DX folks.

https://www.qrz.com/lookup/jx2us
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https://www.dx-world.net/5vde-togo/

Togo Africa will be on the air as 5VDE during
February. Note this call is not a typo. He was
assigned 5VDE by the authorities and I bet it drives
all the call letter algorithms in various logging
programs absolutely nuts. Daniel plans on being
active for at least till the end of February as part of his
aid to a local hospital. If you are interested in QO100 satellite work, he will be active there as well.
See https://www.dx-world.net/5vde-togo/
KH9/NL7RR will be active from Wake Island on SSB
only it appears, from mid Feb to the end of the
month. It is a spare time operation, but Wake is very
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KH9/NL7RR
https://www.dx-world.net/kh9-nl7rr-wake-island/

WAKE ISLAND

difficult as an entity, so pay attention to sources like
DXHeat or your favorite DX cluster to get a chance at
working Tom. He mentions daily operation between
0600 and 0800Z on 20 / 40 SSB. Oh the agony !!
having to get up that early AND work SSB. My
countenance may be off for a while. See
https://www.dx-world.net/kh9-nl7rr-wake-island/

https://www.dx-world.net/dp1pol-neumayer-station-antarctica/
https://www.dx-world.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/DP1POL-e1606067429329.jpg

requirement. https://www.dx-world.net/dp1polneumayer-station-antarctica/ tells all about the
plans for DP1POL to be activated by DC1TH
Theresa and DL5XL Felix from mid January to mid
march. That station is usually pretty workable, being
off the tip of Africa for us.

Wolf’s Fangs Runway
ANTARCTICA

https://www.dx-world.net/zs7anf-antarctica/

https://dxnews.com/jw2pg/

Another semi rare entity is Bear Island, and it will be
represented by JW/LB2PG during February and
beyond, ending around June 1. He will also be SSB
only. See https://www.dx-world.net/jw-lb2pg-bearisland-eu-027/

In addition to DP1POL, we also have Oleg in
Antarctica firing up ZS7ANF. They are located close
to the same part of the world as the DP1POL team,
and will active mid February. See https://www.dxworld.net/zs7anf-antarctica/
and check out the video of a nice size jet landing on
the ice at Wolf’s Fang Camp Runway.
Continued on the next page

IOTA NEWS
I’m going to talk about Antarctica here because it
represents one of the requirements for IOTA
certification. Although not particularly rare,
DP1POL does represent AN-016 which satisfies that
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9CpsPgXyIm8
All the time, all the time . . .
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Halley Research Station

very strong, but they hear amazingly well. Expect
them on CW, and maybe other modes. . See
https://www.dx-world.net/wpcontent/uploads/2020/06/z81d_2.jpg
I have found that the DXHeat website is good for
spotting IOTA activations, and some of them slip up
on you.

https://www.dx-world.net/vp8doi-vp8hal-halley-research-station-antarctica/

If you’re not bored with activity from Antarctica at this
point, make sure and keep your ears open for
VP9DOI and VP8/SQ1SGB who are operating from
the Halley Research Station (sort of) located off the
tip of South America. Check https://www.dxworld.net/vp8doi-vp8hal-halley-research-stationantarctica/ for the cool buildings they use there at the
research station. This operation will likely be over
by the end of February.
Now if you have not gotten the required Antarctica
IOTA QSL/confirmation and new entity after this
group of folks are there, then you’re just gonna have
to wait till next year, as the winter is coming fast in
that part of the world, and nothing happens there for
about 9 months.

Keep an eye on the NG3K link below.. There will be
many smaller expeditions over the next thirty days
that are to places not so rare, but if you don’t have
them they are as good as North Korea to boost your
scores.
The DX world of today is a very rapidly changing
beast, and impossible to track with a monthly NL.
The following links will take you to multiple sources
of information concerning DX activities.
https://www.ng3k.com/Misc/adxo.html
https://dx-world.net
https://dxnews.com
https://clublog.org/
https://dxheat.com/dxc/
https://dxwatch.com/
73 DE W4PID

Inaccessible Island

You Can’t Get There From Here
Inaccessible Island

https://www.dx-world.net/ri0q-bolshoy-begichev-as-152/

More news about RI0Q. This group is going to
Bol’shoy Begichev, using snow mobiles to get to
their destination, AS-152. This trip is now scheduled
for March 4, 2021. I know that’s over a month away,
but it will be over before the March NL so here’s your
heads up. Now folks, even if you don’t work them,
listening for them is a ball. You get the artic flutter in
their signal that makes you think they are from outer
space. It’s a really cool sound. They usually are not
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by Don, WS4NC

OK, are any of you crazy IOTA DXpeditioners
reading? This is a place I can’t find a ham operation,
ever. The name should tell you something. It is
actually almost accessible, if you don’t mind a 7-day
boat ride from Capetown, SA and landing on a shipkilling boulder-strewn beach sounds like a good idea
to you. And that is if you can find someone willing to
take you, and on the very few days a year it is
allowed, and then only to the main island.
Inaccessible Island is basically, well, inaccessible.
The fact that there are many shipwrecks there might
should tell you something. And maybe the name.
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day sail from Cape Town, South Africa, by landing
during the 60 days of the year that the harbor allows
for access to the island. [Wikipedia]
Inaccessible Island is a protected wildlife reserve
and is part of the UNESCO World Heritage Site of
Gough and Inaccessible Islands.

Wikipedia

And it is not close to South Africa at all. It is part of
Tristan da Cunha, a group of volcanic islands about
half-way between South Africa and South America in
the South Atlantic.
No one has lived on
Inaccessible since 1873. And why anyone with
functioning brain cells would want to try is just
beyond me. The main island has about 250 people.
Inaccessible Island is 12.65 km2 (4.88 sq mi) in
area, rising out of the South Atlantic Ocean 31 km
(1 9 m i) s ou t h- wes t of Trist an da Cu nh a.
Inaccessible Island is part of the archipelago of
Tristan da Cunha, which is part of the overseas
territory of the United Kingdom known as Saint
Helena, Ascension and Tristan da Cunha. Tristan da
Cunha itself is accessible only by sea via a seven-

Two German brothers were the only residents on
Inaccessible. They landed in 1871 and planned to
make a living off the seal trade to whatever ships
passed by. I’m guessing, basically none. Two years
later they were “overjoyed” to be rescued by a ship
that came to study the wildlife. Inaccessible Island
has the only population of the Inaccessible Island
Rail, the world’s smallest flightless bird - which
would be devastated by the accidental introduction
of any prey species. And some other rare flora and
fauna. So access (pun intended) is very limited. I
haven’t checked to see if this is on the IOTA list, but I
can’t think of a more rare place.
So, just in case your life is too cushy, with the
pandemic and all, or you might want to start a guano
mining operation, and/or possibly you are harboring
a death wish to go on a DXpedtion, here’s a
suggestion for you.

Sending Children by the US Mail

Wikipedia

2021

Uh, there’s a law against that. June 13, 1920 in fact.
US Mail Parcel Post started in 1913. Several
enterprising parents noticed that it was cheaper to
mail a child (under the 50 pound limit) than to buy a
train ticket, from about 15 cents to less than a dollar.
It happened so many times that the US Postmaster
put a stop to it. So if you want to lick a stamp, slap it
on the child’s butt, and drop him or her off at the Post
Office, not a really good idea. The Feds frown on
that. And you’ll probably get a visit today from DSS
too. It took 7 years to realize this may not be the best
idea? But you could use it as a threat. Just a
suggestion.
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Smile.Amazon.Com

Diddle-De-Dah-De-Don

Don’t forget to order on Smile when you order. Every bit helps
since we had to cancel October hamfest. and April is not certain.

That’s All Folks . . .
by Don, WS4NC
Still on the Jedi mind trick
with all the pretty pictures
of keys and paddles. “You
will learn CW . . .” “I will
learn CW . . .” “OH, pretty
keys. I want one.” (See

Amazon Smile Program
Do you buy stuff from Amazon? If you do there is a
way for FARC to earn a little money here. Go to
the Amazon Smile link below and register and
select Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc. Amazon
will donate 0.5% of your purchases to FARC. It
costs you nothing more, but it benefits the club.
Anything you order has to be ordered from the
Amazon Smile link – if, after you register, you
forget to order through the smile program it will
usually remind you. Again it costs you nothing
more. Amazon is supporting legal 501c(3)
organizations through this program. Thanks
Amazon and thanks to Raja, KB6MTH for pointing
this out.
https://smile.amazon.com/

it’s working!) I’m trying to find the best of the
machinists and key-makers art. There are some
serious works of art in various keys and paddles.
They are as nice to use as they are to look at.
Maybe next month the Newsletter will be a little
shorter. I know I missed some stuff, I had about 400
emails to go through, so if I missed something let me
know. It wasn’t intentional. But I’ve already got some
articles ready and lined up for March. You know, if
someone wanted to take over the Dates and Events
column, I wouldn’t fight you for it. And write
something! You’ll be (locally) famous!
Please wear a mask and be careful. Uh, and pay your
dues!
Last month’s Newsletter:
www.dwepe.com/FARCNewsletters/y2021m01.pdf

Amazon Smile iPhone
by Stacey, W1LLO
AmazonSmile is now supported on the iPhone
Amazon app! If you make most of your purchases
through your phone, you now have the option to
automatically have Amazon donate a small
percentage of your purchase price to the Forsyth
Amateur Radio Club. Simply go to ‘Settings’ then
‘AmazonSmile’ and follow the instructions to turn it
on. Please note, you will have to occasionally
repeat this process every so often to keep your
AmazonSmile charity selection activated. When
you’re done, you’ll know it’s activated when you
see ‘AmazonSmile’ in the app header! Thank you
for supporting the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club!

2021

WS4NC

If you want to see another months Newsletter there is
a pattern to the sequence: substitute XXXX for the
year and the XX two number sequence for the month.
Or go to the list on
www.w4nc.com/newsletters.htm
Thanks to contributors this month, especially Dick,
W4PID for his DX column; to Kent for all his work as
Treasurer; to Sam, for looking after all of this; to
Stacey, W1LLO, for the minutes and for some funnies;
Harlan, W1HRC, for AuxCom/ARES; Jerry Minor,
W4GW, for some graphics; Terry, AK4D for some
funnies and to all who make FARC such a smooth
running organization. Looking forward to our next
meeting. Zoom is interesting, and it allows people
who now live in other states to attend, and it expands
our program possibilities.
dit dit
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