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June Program:  Field Day Plans by Stacey, W1LLO
Second June Program: Getting started with CW and Dick & Jane’s First QSO, by Don WS4NC.
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Founded December 30, 1930 , 2021

July 12 FARC starts meeting again at 
Red Cross

After discussions with the Red Cross, we can start using the facility in 
July under the following conditions set by the Red Cross:

1.  Fully vaccinated persons - no mask required, no social distancing 
required.
2.  Un-vaccinated persons must wear a mask and must socially 
distance.
Notice - this is for our July meeting.  For June we will continue to meet 
via Zoom.

June 21 Business Meeting will be at 66 Pizza!  

They have suffered during the pandemic, plan on spending some 
money.  Important details are on page 9.

Continued on page 5

reason: it allows us to come together in camaraderie to 
spend time together, take in the outdoors, eat some 
delicious food, and enjoy our favorite hobby together.

For those who do not feel comfortable coming out in a 
large group setting just yet – don’t worry, you will not be left 
out! The ARRL has extended the rules established last 
year for remote operating. The only change is D and E 
stations are now limited to 150 watts. You only have to 
make sure you enter Forsyth ARC in the appropriate space 
when submitting your log to be counted. Please see the 
instructions later on in the newsletter.

For those that would like to come out, we will once again be 
running 9A. It has been mentioned in the past that we have 
too many stations and not enough people attending to 
validate the work involved; however, that’s a good problem 
to have! It is better to have an empty station waiting for 
someone to slide in and operate than not enough, leaving 
someone feeling left out. 

The dedicated Field-Day and Finance committees have 
developed a marketing campaign to send post cards to as 

seems like the perfect time to 
make that happen. With that being 
said, we’re not going to just throw 
caution to the wind and live 
dangerously. This year, there will 
be a few extra precautions just to 
be safe including hand sanitizer as 
well as additional safety for the 
food preparation and service. 

Field Day is the biggest event of 
the year for the club and for good 

IT’S ALMOST FIELD DAY!
by Stacey, W1LLO

The long-awaited vaccines have arrived and masks are 
coming off! It's time for a long overdue FIELD DAY!  We all 
want to get out and get back to normal, and Field Day 

W1LLO

Continued on page 5

June meeting is still via Zoom

New members listed on page 50!



available at 6:20 (sharp!) PM in room 109.

How Exam Candidates apply:

Before Applications can attend an exam session 
they MUST:

 1.  Obtain a FCC FRN

 2.  Show proof of their FRN

 3.  Complete, sign and forward the three documents (FCC 
605, W4VEC Waiver, FARC Waiver) back to the FARC VE 
Session manager no later than 48 hours prior to the exam 
session.  Email wb9szl <at> triad <dot> rr <dot> com for the 
documents and to reserve a space.

 4.  Once the completed documents are returned and 
approved, the applicant will be provided an email exam 
reservation.

 5.  The exam candidate will be notified, via email that their 
Exam documents were approved, and they will be asked to 
print a copy of their accepted email as a reservation to 
attend the exam session.

 6.  No walk-in exam applicants will be accepted.

 7.  All applicants will be required to sign waivers (PDF 
format) attached to requested preregistration email, and 
submit those documents via email back to the VE session 
manager for approval no later than 48 hours prior to the 
exam, to obtain an Exam reservation.

Standard test requirements are as follows: 

 1) Two forms of identification are required. A government 
photo ID, and one other ID. 

 2) A FCC Registration Number (FRN) number is required. 
Please see the website below:
https://www.fcc.gov/wireless/support/universal-licensing-
system-uls-resources/getting-fcc-registration-number-frn 

 3) If licensed, bring a copy of your existing (signed) license, 
and any CSCE (Certificate of Successful Completion of 
Exam) credits that may apply. 

 These copies will need to be attached to your FCC 605 
form for processing. 4) To expedite the examination 
process, please complete NCVEC form 605 and the 

FCC Exams 
and FARC Membership

by, Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL
VEC Session Manager

The Red Cross will allow us to 
resume meeting in person, 
starting at the July 12 FARC 
Club meeting.  Testing will be 

Continued on the next page
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Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc is a non-profit (IRS 501(c)3) 
North Carolina corporation for the promotion of Amateur 
Radio, and for the education and training of hams and the 
general public primarily in Forsyth County, North Carolina.

FARC was originally incorporated as the Winston-Salem 
Radio Club on December 31, 1930 and has been in operation 
ever since.  We currently maintain a state-of-the-art ham 
station in the basement of the Red Cross, 690 Coliseum Dr., 
Winston-Salem, NC and also maintain two 2-meter 
repeaters, 146.64 (100 Hz tone) and 145.47 (100 Hz tone) 
and a 444.275 repeater (100 Hz tone).

FARC has a general membership meeting with a program on 
the 2nd Monday of every month at the Red Cross building, 
690 Coliseum Drive in Winston-Salem.  The club conducts its 
main business meeting (the Board Meeting) on the 3rd 
Monday generally at 66 Pizza on Stratford Rd just west of 
Hanes Mall Blvd.  This is where most of the club’s business is 
conducted and all attending members have a vote.  All club 
members are strongly encouraged to attend the business 
meeting.  For more information about FARC mail us at FARC, 
Inc., PO Box 11361, Winston-Salem, NC, 27116; call 336-
930-W4NC(9462); or visit out web site at www.w4nc.com

Club email is to info <at> w4nc <dot> com *

Officers for 2021 are:

President:  Sam Poindexter, NI4TG
Vice-President:  Mason Matrazzo, KM4SII

Secretary:  Stacey MacArthur, W1LLO
Treasurer:  Kent Englebert, K4HKE

Newsletter Editor:  Don Edwards, WS4NC
Auxcomm:  Harlan Cobert,  W1HRC

Tech and VEC Chairman:  Dale Mierisch, WB9SZL
Hamfest Chairman:  David Shoaf, KC4X

Field Day Chairman:  Stacey MacArthur, W1LLO
House Chairman:  Steve Patterson, WA3RTC

Webmaster:  Terry Brown, AK4D
Hospitality:  Ken Kayser, K2KXK & “Doc” Holiday, 

WB4DOC

All content is Copyright 2005-2021, All Rights Reserved, by 
Don Edwards and Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc, unless 
otherwise noted.  Permission is given to reproduce for non-
commercial purposes provided proper credit is given. If you 
would like to help support the newsletter with an ad, please 
contact Don Edwards (email: dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> 
com).

We trade newsletters with other clubs, and many clubs are on 
our mailing list.  If your club has a newsletter and would like to 
trade please send us a copy.

Submissions and inquiries please send to dedwards <at> 
dwepe <dot> com *

*The “funny” email addresses are to confuse the Spam bots.  
Spam shall be cause of the downfall of Western Civilization.  
Either that or the spork.
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waivers, at home. Bring all forms with you on the day of 
examination. These forms will be attached to you FCC 605 
form for processing. 5) Fee: $12.00 CASH no checks. 
Thank you for your understanding as we strive to offer 
Exam sessions under restricted conditions during the 
pandemic.

Send an email to wb9szl <at> triad <dot> rr <dot> 
com to register.  Other details on  www.w4nc.com

LEXINGTON FCC TEST 
 
Date: Generally last Saturday, please email.  
Scheduled Saturday, June 19

Time: 9:00 am EDST.  

Where: Finch Park, Lexington NC, Shelter #5.  (15 
Paul Beck Rd)

Preregistration for this session is required. Seating 
is limited.  Contact KK4RR below promptly for info 
and reservation.  Since safety is our number one 
priority, the following pandemic rules will be strictly 
applied.   

1)  A mask covering your mouth and nose must me 
worn at all times.  The mask should be multilayer 
fabric or paper surgical.  You must provide your own. 

2) Each applicant and VE must bring their own pen 
and pencils. 

3) Alcohol hand sanitizer and latex gloves will be 
provided, and their liberal use will be expected. 

4) All applicants must preregister. 

5)  The tables are large, but no more than 2 VE's or 
test applicants will be seated at each park table.  

6) We will maintain social distancing with exception 
for brief moments, when we collect and disburse 
documents.
 
7) All applicants will be required to sign the waiver 
attached to this email in PDF.

Standard test requirements are as follows:

1) Two forms of identification.  A government photo 
ID, and one other. 

2) FRN number is now required and must have 
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FRN number before test session date.
 
3) If licensed, bring a signed copy of your existing 
license, or any CSCE credits that may apply.

4) To expedite the examination process, please 
complete NCVEC form 605 and the waiver, at home.  
Bring both forms with you on the day of examination.

5) A good email address is now required as FCC 
now communicates by email.

6)  Fee: $12.00 CASH no checks.

Contact Rick, KK4RR for forms.
73, Rick, KK4RR

Cell: 336-687-8001
GSO/HP VE testing

The High Point session is on the last Saturday of the 
month (except June, Nov, and Dec) at Hickory 
Chapel Wesleyan Church, 301 Hickory Chapel 
Road, High Point 27262. Reservations required.  
P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  D a v i d  M a c c h i a r o l o  a t 
AJ4TF@arrl.net. Testing starts at 10:00 AM

The Greensboro session is the second Saturday of 
each month (except for March) at Hinshaw United 
Methodist Church located at 4501 Gate City Blvd 
(aka High Point Road), Greensboro, NC 27407. 
Reservations required.  Please contact David 
Macchiarolo at AJ4TF@arrl.net. Testing starts at 
9:00 AM
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For either session, you need to bring two forms of ID 
including a Photo ID and a photocopy of any 
previous licenses and/or CSCE's; if you are not 
licensed, you must bring printed evidence of an FCC 
Registration Number (FRN) to the session. The 
testing fee is $12.00 payable by cash only, exact 
change only. Other dates and locations can be found 
on the W4VEC.ORG web site.  Note that sessions 
are limited to 6 candidates or less, and are subject to 
change due to local, state, and federal guidelines on 
COVID-19.  All participants are required to wear 
face coverings.   Also note that due to demand, 
sessions fill quickly, usually a month or more ahead 
of time, so plan accordingly.

New Ham?  New Upgrade?  
Live in Forsyth County? 
Or just want to join FARC?

For new hams, or upgrades, who have taken an 
exam, please complete the information on the FARC 
application (usually the next-to-last page of the 
Newsletter), if you have not already done so, for a 
free membership to the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club 
(FARC).  Mark the form "New Ham - Exam date". 
Even if this is not an FARC exam session, since we 
are limited in exam offerings at this time.  Once the 
form is completed, bring to the next club meeting, or 
please scan and email to secretary <at> w4nc <dot> 
com [and an email to newsletter <at> w4nc <dot> 
com].

Exams usually will be offered before the FARC 
meeting (2nd Monday at the Red Cross) and start at 
6:30 PM in room 109 at the Red Cross building once 
meetings start again. You are encouraged to arrive 
early at 6:20 PM Preregistration is required at info 
<at> w4nc <dot> com.

How to print a copy of your FCC License
by Jim, KV4SJ

To access an official copy of your license:

1. Go to:
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login
.jsp

2. Log in with your FRN and password. (Also has 
links to find or get your FRN.)

3. Click on “Download Electronic Authorizations” in 
the links on the left hand side.

4. Select your call sign in the box labeled “My 
Authorizations” and click on the Add button to copy it 
into the “Authorizations to Download” box.

5. Click on the Download button to download an 
official copy of your license in PDF format.

This is the official version you need for your wallet 
card and to display in your station. The reference 
copy does not satisfy the legal requirements.

I HAM, THEREFORE

I AM!
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many non-member hams as possible in Forsyth county, 
inviting them to join us for Field Day this year. It is our hope 
that folks might stop by and make a few contacts, see what 
we’re all about, what we have planned for the future, and 
maybe even pick up a membership form.

Dinner will be provided at 6pm on Saturday, so bring your 
appetite - those delicious grilled meats and tasty salads 
won’t eat themselves! If you enjoy the food and so desire, 
you could drop off that annoying spare change rattling 
around in your vehicle’s cupholder on the way out - it would 
be greatly appreciated.

A big thank you to all who filled out the recent Field Day 
survey. This helped gain an insight on how many people 
plan on joining us, and also how many stations to setup. To 
those of you who said they would help set up or take down, 
thank you very much. We need help on Friday with 
antennas, Saturday morning with the radio setup and 
configuration, and Sunday evening for tear down. It’s a big 
job, and the more volunteers we have, the easier it is. 
 
Field Day wouldn’t happen without members like you. 
YOU ARE APPRECIATED! If you have any questions, 
concerns, or ideas, please let us know by emailing 
secretary@w4nc.com.

Please keep an eye on the website at go.w4nc.com/FD to 
keep up with all the current information and updates.
Thank you and we’ll see you at Field Day!

73, Stacey MacArthur W1LLO

2021 W4NC FIELD DAY

Although Field Day will be held in person this year, 
due to COVID-19 some may not yet be comfortable 
being around a large group of people. However, 
there is good news. The ARRL has extended the 
rules from last year allowing members to contribute 
to the clubs aggregate score yet again. The intent 
and spirit of this emergency preparation radio event 
will be honored as some prepare to participate 
individually - but do it collectively. This document will 
serve as your primer to everything FD2021. So let’s 
get started.

1. DECIDE your operating category- your options 
are :

 1C- Operating mobile
 1D- operating off commercial power from your home.
 1E- Operating off emergency power at your home

NOTE: You can only do one category/entry- 

2. DECIDE the power you will run- 100 watts or 
QRP (5watts).  (Class D and E station are limited 
to 150 watts)

3. DECIDE where you are going to operate from- will 
it be your regular shack? Perhaps you can run coax 
to the backyard picnic table? Wherever you decide, 
do it from a place that allows you to operate as much 
as possible for the 24 hours- from 2pm Saturday 
through 2pm Sunday. Consider weather issues. You 
can always move from one place to another in your 
own home if you want to split the time inside and 
outside.

4. INSTALL N1MM

5. INSTALL ZOOM

software programs on your computer. Do the 
install a week before hand, and then BE SURE to 
get the latest update.

6. TEST your logging software.

7. DECIDE on Bonus point options.

FIELD DAY, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

More Field Day on the next page
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 Use emergency power (100 points)- C or E class 
only.

 Send a press release announcing your operation 
from home to a media outlet (100 points) - all 
classes.

 Send a message to our section manager (100 
points)- all classes.

 
 Make 5 QSOs on alternate power (100 points) - E 

class only.

 Copy W1AW bulletin (100 points) - all classes.

 Site visitation by Elected official  (100 points) - all 
classes.

 Site Visitation by a representative of an agency 
(100 points) American Red Cross, Salvation 
Army, local Emergency Management, law 
enforcement, etc.) as the result of an invitation 
issued by you/your group. ARRL officials (SM, 
SEC, DEC, EC, etc) do not qualify for this bonus. 
-all Classes.

 Web submission: Use link below to submit your 
entry (50 points) 

https://field-day.arrl.org/fdentry.php -all Classes.
 
 A 20-point bonus (maximum of 100) may be 

earned for each participant age 18 or younger 
that completes at least one QSO.

8. KNOW the rules.

The 1C, 1D or 1E Field Day rules made simple:

 You can only transmit on one band/mode at a 
time.

 You respond to someone calling CQ with your 
call.

 Your report is your category (1C, 1D or 1E) and 
NC for North Carolina.

 Class D and E station are limited to 150 watts

 When you are done, you’ll use your score 
summary screen to fill out the webform to submit 
your score. You will also need to export a cabrillo 

file to send to the ARRL as well. This is clearly 
explained in the webform app. NOTE*** when 
filling in your club info in the cabrillo information 
as well as the webform, be sure to type:

  Forsyth ARC

  as the club to be consistent with the rest of us.

  Don’t forget to listen on 146.52 to make 2m Fm   
contacts.

Zoom tips- put your name/callsign in the name 
position in your window for all of us to see. For 
example:  Henry W2DZO

N1MM Guide

Installation

Navigate your web browser to:

https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com

Go to ‘Downloads - Program Files - Full Install’

N1MM does lots of updates.  We plan to stop 
allowing updates probably Monday before Field Day 
to make sure we don’t have any surprises.

FIELD DAY, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

More Field Day on the next page
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Field Day Antennas

Ever spend a whole weekend putting up an 
antenna?  How about 12 antennas?  That’s what 
goes up for Field Day.  Here is a picture of the plan, it 
is very much like previous years.

We will meet out at Hobby Park on THURSDAY at 9 
AM to put up the ropes.  Then again on Friday to put 
up antennas.  In previous years we were still 
working on antennas 2 PM on Saturday when FD 
starts.  We would really welcome help to get the 
antennas up Thursday morning (short day - just the 
ropes) and then again on Friday.  If you are available 
please plan on joining us.

Many of us are a touch on the old side for all of this, 
so some of our younger members would be most 
welcome. 

If you are planning on coming to Field Day, if you 
haven’t already, please go to  

h t t p s : / / w 4 n c . u s 1 . l i s t -
manage.com/track/click?u=a160d983d76553e94c613bb
a8&id=58533c1a92&e=341cee56dc

and enter your plans. If you have already entering 
plans for FD and haven’t mentioned your willness to 
help with antennas, you can go back fill it out again.

Also, while we will start pulling down things like the 
80M antenna Sunday morning, and continue will 
what bands are not being used, we will need some 
help getting all of this back to the Red Cross (and 
some other places) so we will need some helpers 
after 2 PM.  This is not a big job with many willing 
hands, but it is a big job when there are only a few of 
us.  Please plan on helping if you can.

THINK ABOUT IT.

FIELD DAY, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

More Field Day on the next page and page 15, President’s Column
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The June 2021 Arctic Eclipse 
Festival

This was received a little 
l a t e  f o r  F A R C 
Newsletter, but there is 
an eclipse coming on 
June 10.  Hams have 
been asked to collect 
data for a project.  For 
more information goto 
this link:

https://hamsci.org/june-2021-eclipse-festival-
frequency-measurement

How to Participate

1) Sign up on the Eclipse Festival mailing list: 
https://groups.google.com/g/eclipse-festival

2) Collect data according to the instructions on this 
page: hamsci.org/doppler-instructions
Use the instructions on collecting audio data in 
Audacity, not fldigi. If you collected data for the 
December 2020 Eclipse Festival, the procedure is 
very similar, except that the local oscillator frequency 
must be included in the filename. 

3 )  S u b m i t  d a t a  h e r e : 
https://cwru.app.box.com/f/4c75fe21d8f744d980b61
916704abd1f

First of 9 . . .

deliveries for FARC Field Day, battery power.  
Where would you like us to put these?  Copper Tops!  
There’s AAA, AA, B, C, D and then there are these 
ZZZZ 1 PetaAmpHr batteries.

This is not to best way to get FD antennas up!
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3rd Monday FARC Board 
Meetings

Starting back on  (3rd Monday) the FARC June 21
business meeting (this is where the work gets 
done!) will be once again held at 66 Pizza ON 
STRATFORD ROAD. All FARC members are 
invited to the business meeting and have a vote.  
Usually we have 19-25 people for this meeting.  
We hold this on the third Monday because if we 
didn’t, there would not be time for a program.  
Main topic this month will be Field Day, of course.  
For those who do not feel comfortable (some 
have compromised immune systems) the 
business meeting will still also be on Zoom for 
those who wish to attend that way.

When the pandemic started we wanted to show 
66 Pizza thanks for allowing us to have our board 
meeting there for the past several years.  Many of 
us regulars (about 20 of us) all bought $25 Gift 
Certificates (some bought two) to help 66 Pizza 
through the tough times.  Please don' cash  them 
all in at once.  This has been a hard time on 
restaurants and we still want to show our support.  
I plan on showing up with some friends on other 
nights and cash mine in then.

We start back in at the Red Cross for JULY 
General meetings, so the June General Club 
meeting will still be on Zoom.  The June FARC 
meeting is still on Zoom. 

For those who live in Davidson County, 66 Pizza 
has opened a new restaurant in Thomasville.  You 
might want to give that a spin.  (But FARC meets 
on Stratford Road at 66 Pizza, just behind Village 
Tavern).
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Updated Radio Frequency Exposure Rules 
Become Effective on May 3

from ARRL, 
04/12/2021

The FCC has announced 
that rule changes detailed 
in a lengthy 2019 Report 
and Order governing RF 
exposure standards go 
into effect on May 3, 2021. 
The new rules do not 
c h a n g e  e x i s t i n g  R F 
exposure (RFE) limits but 
do require that stations in 
all services, including 
amateur radio, be evaluated against existing limits, 
unless they are exempted. For stations already in place, 
that evaluation must be completed by May 3, 2023. After 
May 3 of this year, any new station, or any existing 
station modified in a way that’s likely to change its RFE 
profile — such as different antenna or placement or 
greater power — will need to conduct an evaluation by 
the date of activation or change.

“In the RF Report and Order, the Commission 
anticipated that few parties would have to conduct 
reevaluations under the new rules and that such 
evaluations will be relatively straightforward,” the FCC 
said in an April 2 Public Notice. “It nevertheless adopted 
a 2-year period for parties to verify and ensure 
compliance under the new rules.”

The Amateur Service is no longer categorically 
excluded from certain aspects of the rules, as amended, 
and licensees can no longer avoid performing an 
exposure assessment simply because they are 
transmitting below a given power level.

“For most amateurs, the major difference is the removal 
of the categorical exclusion for amateur radio, which 
means that ham station owners must determine if they 
either qualify for an exemption or must perform a routine 
environmental evaluation,” said Greg Lapin, N9GL, 
chair of the ARRL RF Safety Committee and a member 
of the FCC Technological Advisory Council (TAC).

“Ham stations previously excluded from performing 
environmental evaluations will have until May 3, 2023, 

to perform these. After May 3, 2021, any new stations or 
those modified in a way that affects RF exposure must 
comply before being put into service,” Lapin said.

The December 2019 RF Report and Order changes the 
methods that many radio services use to determine and 
achieve compliance with FCC limits on human 
exposure to RF electromagnetic fields. The FCC also 
modified the process for determining whether a 
particular device or deployment is exempt from a more 
thorough analysis by replacing a service-specific list of 
transmitters, facilities, and operations for which 
evaluation is required with new streamlined formula-
based criteria. The R&O also addressed how to perform 
evaluations where the exemption does not apply, and 
how to mitigate exposure.

Amateur radio licensees will have to determine whether 
any existing facilities previously excluded under the old 
rules now qualify for an exemption under the new rules. 
Most will, but some may not.

“For amateurs, the major difference is the removal of the 
categorical exclusion,” Lapin said, “which means that 
every ham will be required to perform some sort of 
calculation, either to determine if they qualify for an 
exemption or must perform a full-fledged exposure 
assessment. For hams who previously performed 
exposure assessments on their stations, there is 
nothing more to do.”

The ARRL Laboratory staff is available to help amateurs 
to make these determinations and, if needed, perform 
the necessary calculations to ensure their stations 
comply. ARRL Laboratory Manager Ed Hare, W1RFI, 
who helped prepare ARRL’s RF Exposure and You 
book, explained it this way. “The FCC did not change 
any of the underlying rules applicable to amateur station 
evaluations,” he said. “The sections of the book on how 
to perform routine station evaluations are still valid and 
usable, especially the many charts of common 
antennas at different heights.” Hare said ARRL Lab staff 
also would be available to help amateurs understand 
the rules and evaluate their stations.”

RF Exposure and You is available for free download 
from ARRL. ARRL also has an RF Safety page on its 
website.

The ARRL RF Safety Committee is working with the 
FCC to update the FCC’s aids for following human 
exposure rules — OET Bulletin 65 and OET Bulletin 65 
Supplement B for Radio Amateurs. In addition, ARRL is 
developing tools that all hams can use to perform 
exposure assessments. 

TERRY BROWN, AK4D,  WILL PRESENT HOW 
TO DO THIS FOR THE JULY PROGRAM.
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Tour-To-Tanglewood

T2T is back on for this year.  Put September 25 & 26 
in your calendar.  FARC and Forsyth County 
Auxcomm support T2T and it is one of the big 
operating events of the year.

Right now, much is in the planning stages, but more 
details will be in the next few months FARC 
Newsletters.  

It’s Spring - Lightning Season

Now is a good time to review how your station is 
protected for possible lightning strikes.

OH DEAR!  
I HOPE THAT 

EARTH-SHATTERING
KABOOM WASN’T

MY RADIOS!

IT’S LIGHTNING
SEASON AGAIN.

DISCONNECT ANTENNAS 
WHEN NOT IN USE!

, 2021

This violates the NEC and is an example 
of how to blow up your radios and/or house.  Why?
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DX Operations for June, 2021
By Dick, W4PID

GENERAL

I hope some of the club 
members got to log into the  
International DX Convention 
on  Saturday – Sunday, May 
15/16.  Michael,  G7VJR, 
author of ClubLog.org, gave a 
fabulous presentation on Club 
Log and several new features 
that are either presently 
available or in Beta test right 
now.  I will try to put together a bit of a program about 
them at a later date, after I have them all working well 
here.  In case you missed the entire convention, 
please see https://ncdxc.org/idxc-2021/ for a full 
video of each presentation.

The ‘elephant in the room’ bit of news comes about 
as a result of claims of license fraud concerning 
3D2ZK, Joanna, on Fiji.  I am always one to take a 
grain of salt here and there (at my age, it’s a good 
idea to carry a whole bag of the stuff around), and I 
have not seen *any* proof that could not have been 
made up using the technology of today, but at this 
time it appears  that Joanna will not be operating any 
time soon, as her Polish license has been claimed to 
be a fraud.  This news became available about three 
days after the publishing of our last newsletter, and 
at that time it was pure speculation.  I elected to let it 
ride at the time and wait for more data.  

At this time, I understand that ARRL will not accept 
her Fiji call for DXCC, and that any cards that are 
received are basically worthless.  I only bring this up 
because someone may have used the OQRS 
system on Club Log to request a card.  If that is the 
case, a simple Email to Joanna will result in a refund 
based on my input from Club Log.  In my book the 

jury is still out, and I am personally not a juror . . . It’s 
way above my pay grade.  But I don’t want anybody 
to be upset about an OQRS request thru Club Log 
that went astray. So if you are waiting on OQRS to do 
its thing with 3D2ZK you might want to reconsider.  
Club Log has redirected the OQRS system so that it 
will not operate, and removed her from the 
Expedition Status.

Club Log now has FARC at #123, down from our 
high point of #122.  That Crawley Amateur Radio 
Club keeps dancing by us when we move up the 
ladder, HI.  It’s all in good fun, of course, and it does 
provide some motivation for trying to work a new one 
or two.
  

ACTIVITY

Svalbard will be on the air using the call JW0W as a 
DXCC and rare IOTA from 21 to 26 July.  This activity 
will be undertaken by Ken, LA7GIA, and a crew of 6 
other hams.  Expect this to be a very well run 
operation.   

Continued on next page

https://www.dx-world.net/3d2zk-fiji/

FIJI

In addition, Ken will be headed to TL7M, Central 
African Republic later on this year, and I will 

PRINS KARLS FORLAND ISLAND
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announce the plans for that trip here.  I expect it will 
be in the fall sometime.

One of my favorite places that I have never been is 
Saint Pierre and Miquelon.  TO5T will put that small 

SV5/DL3DRN has been active on the bands, 
mostly CW, from Dodecanese.   It’s an island and a 
D X C C  e n t i t y ,  a n d 
although not extremely 
rare, it is not easy to work.  
He goes there every year 
for about a month.  He will 
be on well into June, 
check his QRZ page for 
actual dates.

Continued on the next page

TL8AO DX Pedition Central African Republic (2016)

Saint Pierre and Miquelon

https://www.bjtonline.com/sites/bjtonline.com/files/styles/bjt30_article_large/public/uploads/2013/06/
dreamstime_l_20102318.jpg?itok=lYeNuQpx&timestamp=1482469681

https://www.eurocheapo.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Saint-Pierre.jpg

DXCC country  on the 
map from August 8 – 16 
of this year.  The reason 
I think it’s so cool is the 
pictures I see of the 
houses and villages 
there.  Someday I look 
forward to visiting the 
location myself.   The 
team members are VO1DX, WB2REM, VO1CH, 
W0VTT, WW1WW and W4SJT.   It should be a great 
expedition and if you need the entity or the IOTA NA-
032, then this is your chance.

PX0N activation by PY2RMZ and friends will be on 
hold for a bit.  I will announce anything I hear about 
that group here, once they have their plans in place.

Fernando de Noronha

BRAZIL

DT8A has been very active, mostly on FT8 from 
South Shetland Islands.  He is supposed to be at the 
research center there till the end of the year.  I have 
seen him on many bands, and he seems to just be 
there for a few minutes then back to work.  The 
easiest way to catch him is to watch DXHeat and 
maybe even search on his call.  His patterns are 
very random, but he does have a great signal here 
from time to time.

DT8A
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Keep a lookout for Tonga, A35JP, from now to mid 
fall.  JA0RQV is activating that entity as part of a 
work assignment, and will be active with 100W and a 
vertical on 80-6M CW, SSB, FT8.

Christmas Island will be available for the first part of 
the month of June, thanks to VK9XX being activated 
by Steve, VK6SJ.  He will be running 100 W and a 
Sotabeam antenna.  Plan on working him in the his 
off time, as work is the primary reason for the trip.  
1100-1500Z and 2200-0000Z are the expected 
times.  I think the latter set of hours is good for us 
here in NC on the higher bands.  Early morning will 
be good for lower bands to that part of the world.  He 
plans on being on one band per night.  

I have found that the DXHeat website is good for 
spotting IOTA activations, and some of them slip up 
on you.
  
Keep an eye on the NG3K link below.. There will be 
many smaller expeditions over the next thirty days 
that are to places not so rare, but if you don’t have 

them they are as good as North Korea to boost your 
scores. 
   
The DX world of today is a very rapidly changing 
beast, and impossible to track with a monthly NL.  
The following links will take you to multiple sources 
of information concerning DX activities.
  
https://www.ng3k.com/Misc/adxo.html
https://dx-world.net
https://dxnews.com
https://clublog.org/
https://dxheat.com/dxc/
https://dxwatch.com/

73 DE W4PID

https://www.dx-world.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/a35jp-1280x640.jpg

CHRISTMAS ISLAND

https://www.dx-world.net/vk9xx-christmas-island/

MENTIONING HAM RADIO IS NOT
RECOMMENDED FOR FIRST DATE.
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More Late Breaking DX News
by Dick, WA4PID

XT2AW, Burkina Faso, will be activated by Harald, 
DF2WO starting June 13 for three weeks or so.  He 
is there on mission work, and has been very 
successful in past operations.  Look for him on most 
HF bands on CW, FT8, and maybe SSB, including 
satellite, with a very workable signal.

Harald, DF2WO wil l again be active from 
Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso as XT2AW starting 
June 13, 2021. Length of stay up to 3 weeks.  QRV 
on HF, FT8/SAT/CW, possibly SSB. QSL via 
QRZ.com instructions. 

Burkina Faso is located on the west coast of Africa 
and is a very rare contact.  Don’t miss this one.

At press time there was a lot of bad news in Burkina Faso, but this 
appears to still be on.  See BBC News:

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-57368536

President’s June Column
by Sam, NI4TG

As the Pandemic 
fades an in person 
Field Day is becoming 
reality, and the Board 
is planning to meet at 
66 Pizza in Winston-
Salem on Monday, 
June 21st.  For those 
attending the Board 
Meeting, we usually 
eat together around 

6:15, then start the meeting at 7:30.  All 
members are welcome.  Good food and lively 
conversation provide a good time prior to the 
business discussion.  We plan on Zooming the 
meeting simultaneously, for those who cannot 
be present.  Zoom meeting numbers are on the 
website.
  
We are also planning on having our first in 
person General Meeting beginning in July.  Per 
Red Cross guidelines, masks are requested for 
those not vaccinated.  Again, a simultaneous 
Zoom conference is planned so that everyone 
can attend.  

Field Day at Hobby Park promises to be an 
outstanding event.  Volunteers are needed 
Thursday, Friday, and of course Saturday and 
Sunday. Helping for even one day is 
appreciated.  Details will be discussed at our 
June meeting, and will also be posted on the 
website.  If you want to just watch, or operate a 
radio in either digital, CW, or SSB modes, this is 
a fantastic opportunity.  Someone will gladly get 
you started.  This is a great, great learning 
experience.  Spouses and family are invited 
too, especially for Saturday evenings meal.  
These are exciting times for the Club and I 
encourage you to participate all you can.  Also, 
as we again meet in person, please identify new 
people in attendance and reach out to them.  

See you on 20m at the gray line……….Sam

NI4TG
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Asheville Radio Museum Reopens to 
Public this Saturday, June 5
Highlights Include Newly-Acquired Radios and 
Updated Displays

ASHEVILLE, N.C. – June 1, 2021 – The Asheville 
Radio Museum, home to North Carolina's premier 
collection of vintage radios, is delighted to announce 
its post-COVID public reopening this Saturday, June 
5. Located at Asheville-Buncombe Technical 
Community College (A-B Tech), the museum's 
guides strive to educate, demonstrate, and 
fascinate visitors about the importance of the radio 
(named the second most important invention of the 
twentieth century on the Science Channel). Newly-
procured radios and refreshed displays spotlight the 
museum's reopening.

are free. Click HERE for detailed directions or go to 
avlradiomuseum.org.   

The Asheville Radio Museum is open every 
Saturday through November 20th from 1-3 p.m. and 
located at 315 Elm Building, 3rd floor at A-B Tech. 
The museum can arrange private and group tours 
outside regular open hours. Admission and parking 

About The Asheville Radio Museum:

Founded in 2001, the Asheville Radio Museum 
provides visitors of all ages with a personalized 
learning experience about the economic and 
cultural impact of radio technology like enabling cell 
phones, GPS, Bluetooth, and more. The museum 
holds more than 100 vintage amateur and 
commercial radios from the early to the mid-20th 

century. The not-for-profit, free admittance museum 
is located on the campus of Asheville-Buncombe 
Technical Community College. Information on open 
hours and private tours by appointment is available 
at avlradiomuseum.org.

Contact:  Peter Abzug, 301.502.2978 (mobile), peter.abzug@gmail.com
(c)2021 The Asheville Radio Museum. All rights reserved.      
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Continued on the next page

June’s Puzzle
Answer and Author will

be published next month
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This is from a mid-1960s ham magazine.

May’s mystery.

FARC Newsletter
Answer next month

Page 18

May’s Mystery Answers
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What is going on with Cycle 25?
by Don, WS4NC

I don’t think anybody knows.  Its going to be big.  Its 
going to be tiny.  We may be headed into a Maunder-
type minimum.  (Which would be good for climate 
change, but bad for HF.)  What we don’t want is 
something like happened on Proxima Centauri.  The 
following is cut from this web page:

https://www.wionews.com/science/will-the-next-space-
weather-season-be-stormy-or-fair-388852

“The big news about the sun is 
that there is no big news. We 
are blessed, astronomers like to 
say, to be living next to a 
“boring star.”

“But the inhabitants (if there 
are any) of the planets orbiting 
the neighbouring star Proxima 
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^

“Lately, the sunspot cycles have been getting weaker. During 
the last cycle, 101 spots were observed on the sun in 2014, the 
year of peak activity; that was well below the historical 
average of 160 to 240.

“Last year, a committee of scientists from NASA and the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration forecast 
that the coming cycle would be similarly anemic, with a peak 
in 2025 of about 115 sunspots.

“But McIntosh and his colleagues have produced a radically 
different forecast, of more than 200 sunspots at its peak. The 
11-year sunspot cycle, they say, based on an analysis of 140 
years of solar measurements, belies a more fundamental 22-
year Hale cycle, named after its discoverer, George Ellery 
Hale. During that period the sun’s magnetic field reverses its 
polarity, then switches back.”

I only cut parts of this.  It is a good read.  I do know that 
20, 15 and 10 have been showing some signs of life, and 
given the time frame of when the spots will come around 
again, there is a good chance of that happening on FD.  
We’ll see.

This is from the Jun 4 K7RA:

“Solar Cycle 25 activity continues this week, with no spotless 
days since May 6.

“Average daily sunspot number rose modestly this week from 
24.9 to 28, and average daily solar flux held steady at 77.8, 
unchanged from last week.

“Predicted solar flux over the next month is 75 on June 4-6, 72 
on June 7-11, 78 on June 12-15, 80 on June 16-18, 78 on June 
19-22, then 76, 75 and 76 on June 23-25, 72 on June 26 
through July 5, then 73,75 and 76 on July 6-8. Solar flux may 
rise to 80 on July 13-15.

“Predicted planetary A index is 8 on June 4, 5 on June 5-15, 20 
and 10 on June 16-17, 5 on June 18-27, then 8, 5, 8 and 8 on 
June 28 through July 1, and 5 on July 2-12.

“Geomagnetic activity forecast for the period June 4-29, 2021 
from OK1HH:

"Geomagnetic field will be:  quiet on: June 10, 12-13, 24-27;  
quiet to unsettled on: June 5-6, 17-20, 28-29;  quiet to active 
on: June 4, 7-9, 11, 14-15, 21-23;  unsettled to active: June 16;  
active to disturbed: nothing predicted

"Solar wind will intensify on: June (7,) 9, (14-19, 22, 24, 29).    
"The increased geomagnetic activity on May 26-27 was 
caused by solar flares with CME on May 22. Therefore, it 
could not be predicted in forecast issued on May 20.

Centauri, only 4.2 light-years away, are less fortunate. In 
April astronomers announced that a massive flare had erupted 
from its surface in 2019. For seven seconds, as a battery of 
telescopes on Earth and in space watched, the little star had 
increased its output of ultraviolet radiation 14,000-fold, in 
one of the most violent such flares ever seen in our galaxy.  . . .

“A new cycle of storms will begin any day now, and 
astrophysicists are divided on how active or threatening it 
will be. The sun may be about to set records for sunspot 
numbers and violent storms, or it may be sliding into a decline 
like the Maunder Minimum, from 1645 to 1715, when hardly 
any sunspots appeared — a period that became known in 
Europe as the Little Ice Age.

Cloudy with a chance of sunspots

“Such storms are more likely to occur during the high points 
of the sun’s mysterious 11-year cycle of sunspot activity.

But they’re showing signs of life!

CAN SOMEONE TELL
ME WHAT IS GOING ON?

ALMOST

Congrats to Frank, W3LPL for the May QST cover Plaque for 
Solar Cycle 25 update article.
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FARC Zoom Meeting ID Numbers

For the foreseeable future FARC is meeting by 
Zoom.  You do not have to have a paid Zoom 
account to participate, but it is best if you download 
the Zoom app on your computer.  You don’t even 
have to have a camera and a mic, unless you want 
to be seen or heard. The password for all meetings 
is the club call, lower case.

Meeting ID numbers:

The Monthly FARC meeting is on 2nd Mondays, 7:30 
PM:  294 418 122

The FARC board meeting is on 3rd Mondays, 7:30 PM:  
721 645 099

Every Wednesday FARC has an informal Tech Talk:  
549 621 524

Auxcomm Net 8:30 PM Thursdays on 145.47 repeater, 
has a Zoom training on 3rd Thursdays, 8:00 PM Zoom 
ID:  897-9792-5844  

Project Group (not totally an FARC group, but mostly), 
3rd Tues, (new time!) : 707 610 2497:30 PM

FARC CW Group, Fridays, 7:30 PM:  813-3696-1876

FARC Newsletter Page 20

SHOCKA LOCKA

1947 Field Day RSGB-Style
from Brian, KN4R

This is a link to a short 10-minute silent video on 
RSGB Field Day from 1947.  Looks like fun, but our 
gear is lighter today.  Har to capute the effect of the 
video with stills.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TeLeecrhytw
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Yup, still pushing CW, 
by Don, WS4NC

At the June meeting there will be a version of the 
original CW presentation.  If you want to learn CW it 
isn’t hard for most people, but you actually have to 
practice.  If you want to learn there are many 
software packages, but for consistency we suggest 
“Just Learn Morse” (Google that).  There are other 
packages that offer a lot of bells and whistles, but 
you don‘t need the distraction until you have learned 
letters and numbers.  There are many programs out 
there but this stresses both the Kock and 
Farnsworth methods of learning and concentrates 
just on learning the letters, number and prosigns.  
When you are first learning you don’t need the 
distractions of QRM, QRN, multiple stations, fading 
and some other options that other programs offer.  
We needed to standardize on one program and this 
is one of the best.  

There are two goals here - one is obviously to help 
you learn CW.  You will find that contacts are actually 
easier in CW,  The second goal is for FARC, we want 
to pull up our scores at Field Day and CW contacts 
are worth so much more than phone.  We have 
some seriously good CW operators, but we are 
constantly outclassed by another group in NC, who 
has a lot of really good CW operators and they all run 
at Field Day (FD), and almost all CW.  We usually 
score in the top ten (or so) FD stations in the entire 
country, and yet they beat us, almost every year. I 
will not mention the town but it does have the word 
“ham” in the name.  How about helping yourself and 
us here?  For almost everyone CW is not really that 
hard to learn with just a little effort. 

If you have the letters and the numbers and want to 
be challenged download the program rufzXP.  But 
don’t blame me if you end up beating your computer 

to death.  rufz forces you to speed up when you are 
copying perfectly and slows down when you aren’t.  
It will beat you.  All it does is send callsigns. It was 
designed by the devil himself, and is the standard by 
which world-wide CW challenges are held.  

Now go be assimilated like a good drone.

 

eBay title:  Paddle Morse code key 
Wonderful Triple key GTB736 GHDKey 
Training Unit F/S Japan

Bring Money.  This is available on eBay for merely 
$1666.99.  But hey, shipping is free.  From Japan.
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New member, David Rodwell, 
WB0QOA

“I've got this solid brass magnetic iambic key all 
polished up. I want to sell it to get a single paddle. I 
looks and works great. It's a custom build. I bought 
it from the guy who made it...I can't find him on the 
web. It's a dandy...it's just that it's iambic.”  David 
advises that this elegant and one of a kind paddle 
is for sale.  Contact him:  david <at> davidrodwell 
<dot> com 336-995-8863

AWESOME HOMEMADE KEY:

At CW!

I don’t know if this is sold yet.  But David got a new 
key, picture below.  It is from UR5CDX, who sells 
some nice looking keys at reasonable prices.  
Check QRZ for reviews.  David prefers single-
lever paddles.
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Late 1930s Amateur Radio Station 
Reproduction
Donated to Asheville Radio Museum

by Peter Abzug, N3TIP

ASHEVILLE, N.C. – April 7, 2021 – 

What happened to Amelia’s plane?

The following email came from Brian, KN4R, who 
gave us a most interesting program on Amelia 
Earhart a few years ago:

All,

At bottom below is signup info for a free upcoming webinar if you 
have interest.  The speaker will be David Jourdan, head of Nauticos, 
one of the two groups who has spent > $5M trying to find Amelia’s 
aircraft.  Nauticos thinks that Amelia ran out of gas as soon as she 
stopped transmitting and crashed and sank in deep water off Howland 
Island.

Nauticos is a deep-water undersea exploration company well 
suited for this scenario...

Here are Nauticos youtube videos:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pMF4FB11Ei0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gqdix00TWL0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=068yhNvBGkk

TIGHAR, led by Rick Gillespie, is the other group that has also 
spent at least $5M and they think that Amelia and Fred made it to 
Gardner Island and crash-landed but survived and transmitted from 
their plane for a few days afterwards… but eventually died as 
castaways on the island.

Here’s a very in-depth Rick Gillespie video -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8RZWQyul4W0&t=1878s
(Rick was an aircraft crash investigator in previous life)

Also - Bob Ballard and his Woods Hole-based organization are 
now involved in the search for Amelia’s aircraft and are mounting a 
2nd expedition to the waters around Gardner Island for 2022, 
sponsored by National Geographic :-)

Let the best “man” win…!

Best, Brian, KN4R

Plane found?  (Probably not according to Earhart Search Forum last year and it was discussed at 
great length. The consensus is that it's a coconut tree).   https://www.prnewswire.com/news-
releases/amelia-earharts-plane-possibly-found-in-nikumaroro-lagoon-301285325.html
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FT8
by Don, WS4NC

OK, I know some of you are clutching your chest to 
see me write this.  But FT8 is OK.  If you really want 
to work a lot of countries, with minimal antennas, 
and especially minimal effort, this is your mode.  

There are a lot of programs that add to the 
enjoyment, but are not necessary to just get started.  
You will need some method of connecting the audio 
to your computer, and for keying the rig by the 
computer.  And you will need to download WSJT-X.  
But it all starts with downloading WSJT-X from
 https://physics.princeton.edu/pulsar/k1jt/wsjtx.html

Yes, I’ve given FT8 a little bit of a hard time (have you 
seen my cartoons?)  Maybe that is because I want to 
work some other modes (like CW!) but it seems like 
everybody is on FT8.  

If you are having some trouble or are new to ham 
radio, and not sure how to get FT8 running, join us 
on Wednesday nights via Zoom.  That is the main 
reason we hold the Wednesday night Zoom session, 
is to help newbies (and we are all newbies in one 
form or another), and we can help with any other 
project you are working  on.  It’s all good. 

Getting the full suite of programs working for FT8, 
and other digital modes, can be challenging.  It isn’t 

just hooking up an radio to an antenna, but it isn’t 
hard.  No matter what Homer has to say about it in 
the cartoon here.

But once you get it working, the world is your oyster.  
One recent Wednesday night I tuned to 60 meters, 
never worked the band before.  Mainly I left 60 
meters alone because you must be perfectly within 
the channel since it is shared with military and 
government users.  But apparently channel 3 (5357 
kHz) is the FT8 frequency, but also shared with other 
modes.  I didn’t mean to, really I didn’t, but I 
accidently clicked on the FT8 screen when I moved 
my mouse.  Instantly I had someone calling me.  
And then it was like dipping your toe into pirana 
invested waters.  I never called CQ, but I had a 

No, it’s not!

hungry school of piranhas calling Before I knew me.  
it I had worked 16 stations, mostly in Europe, but one 
African (Ghana), which is always a goodie.  Lots of 
European stations, some US and some Central and 
South America.  And they were chasing me!

Try it, if you haven’t.  And if you need help, check in 
to one of Wednesday evening Zoom sessions.  We’ll 
help get you going.  That is why we are there.  But try 
and work some other modes too (just for me, 
please?).

Now, Stacey, Harold and David quit clutching your 
pearls (or your chest).  I just promoted FT8.  The cat 
with “let me tell you a story” on page 30 was inspired 
by my working Mozambique, a really rare country.  
All I did was hit one key and it was in the log.  You 
really can do this.  It is not hard work.  It is a really 
great mode at any power level, but can really shine 

FT8

at QRP and limited antennas.  

But I’m still going to razz on it 
some.  Or maybe a lot.  So there.  
THBBFT!

I’ve been so hard on FT8, I’ll run this again.
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ARRL to Extend Field Day Rule Waivers from 
2020, Add Class D and E Power Limit
02/10/2021

From ARRL

[Editor’s note:  Yup, we will be at Hobby Park, but 
if you can’t, you can still operate from home.]

The COVID-19 pandemic-modified ARRL Field Day rules from 
2020 will continue this June with the addition of a power limit 
imposed on Class D (Home Stations) and Class E (Home 
Stations-Emergency Power) participants. The news from the 
ARRL Board’s Programs and Services Committee comes as 
many clubs and groups are starting preparations for Field Day 
in earnest. Field Day 2021 will take place June 26 – 27.

“This early decision should alleviate any hesitancy that radio 
clubs and individual Field Day participants may have with their 
planning for the event,” said ARRL Contest Program Manager 
Paul Bourque, N1SFE.

For Field Day 2021:

Class D stations may work all other Field Day stations, 
including other Class D stations, for points. This year, however, 
Class D and Class E stations will be limited to 150 W PEP 
output.

An aggregate club score will be published — just as it was done 
last year. The aggregate score will be a sum of all individual 
entries that attributed their score to that of a specific club.

ARRL Field Day is one of the biggest events on the amateur 
radio calendar. Last summer, a record 10,213 entries were 
received.

“With the greater flexibility afforded by the rules waivers, 
individuals and groups will still be able to participate in Field 
Day,  whi le  s t i l l  s tay ing wi th in  any pub l ic  heal th 
recommendations and/or requirements,” Bourque said.

The preferred method of submitting entries after Field Day is 
via the web applet. The ARRL Field Day rules include 

instructions on how to submit entries, which must be submitted 
or postmarked by Tuesday, July 27, 2021.

The ARRL Field Day web page contains for complete rules and 
entry forms, as well as any updated information as it becomes 
available.

Field Day 23 June 1955 at 
Tanglewood

Novices Wayne Ashworth (then KN4CDZ) and Hal 
Slaughter (then KN4CJI) getting a taste of phone 
operation with the FD setup of a Viking I and HQ-
140X.  Were we ever this young?  de Wayne W4HG

And now from 1956.  The man in the background is 
Amos Clark, W4ROE-SK, who was around when the 
first W4NC shack was built ~1933.  He passed away 
at 99 and 11 months in 2016.  The woman is Barbara 
Vogler.  Barbara may have been Ms. Winston-
Salem in 1956.  Next month we’ll have photos from 
this year’s Field Day and more from previous years.
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Hindenburg on PBS
New Evidence

submitted by Brian, KN4R

It crossed the Atlantic more than 33 times 
successfully.  It circumnavigated the globe.  Then 
things went very badly wrong in Lakehurst, NJ in 
1937.  A new discovered film (courtesy of Bob 
Schenck, N2OO, whose uncle shot the film) that was 
in private hands sheds some light on what 
happened.  This film was shot from a different angle 

than the news photographers of the day.  This 8mm 
film has been validated as original and is even in its 
original USPS box with stamp.  PBS ran a special on 
this new film and some different ideas that are very 
persuasive.  I won’t spoil the surprise.  If you missed 
it the it on PBS it is available at the following link:

https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/video/hindenburg-the-
new-evidence/
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lot. Weather permitting. Check on QRZ.com to be 
sure its on.

June 26-27    Field Day

July 3 Salisbury Fire-Cracker Hamfest 
CANCELED

July 10-11   IARU HF World Championship

July 17 Cary Amateur Radio Club SWAPFEST will 
open from 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM on Saturday, July 
17, 2021 at Cary's Ritter Park, 301 W Lochmere 
Drive, Cary, NC. It will be an expanded "Flea 
Market Only" event in the parking lot and shelter. 
Talk-In: 146.88 Repeater. 

August 13 - 15 -- QSO Today Virtual Ham Expo 
(online)

August 21 - 22 -- ARRL Southeastern Division 
Convention (Huntsville Hamfest), Huntsville, 
Alabama  

Aug 24, 2021 - Waynesville (WCARS) Hamfest, 
Waynesville, NC,  Western Carolina Amateur 
Radio Society, 
http://www.wcars.org/wcarshamfest.htm 

Sep 3-5, Shelby Hamfest, ARRL North Carolina 
Section Convention, Cleveland County 
Fairgrounds, Shelby, NC, 
http://www.shelbyhamfest.org 

10/16/2021 - W4NC FallFest, Winston-Salem,, 
NC, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Robinhood 
Road Baptist Church (TBD!), http://W4NC.com 

NETS

Thursdays:  8:30 PM Forsyth County Auxcomm net on 
145.47 MHZ. 3rd Thursdays are training programs on Zoom at 
8:00PM. 

Thursdays:  9:00 PM  2 Meter SSB on 144.200 MHz

Sundays:  8:30 PM  6 meter SSB net on 50.155 MHZ

Tar Heel Emergency Communications Net on 3923 kHz Nightly 
1930.

South Carolina/North Carolina National Traffic System CW 
Nets
3.571 2000 hours, slow speed (5-8 wpm) Carolinas Slow Net
3.573 1900 hours, high speed (20wpm)
3.573 2200 hours, slow speed (12-14 wpm),

Continued on next page
Continued top of next column

Jun 19 ARRL Kids Day

June 21 FARC Board Meeting at 66 Pizza, 
Stratford Road, also on Zoom, but those 
vaccinated can meet in person!

June 19 AB4OZ Raleigh HamFest  10:00 am, 
Setup at 9:00 am. 6200 Glenwood Avenue, Raleigh, 
NC in the Pleasant Valley Shopping Center parking 

The ARRL Calendar is available from the League, picture 
above is from 2021 calendar, it is full of vintage Gil 
cartoons.
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Calendar of Upcoming Ham Events
Hamfests, Special Events, Contests, 
Club meetings, etc.

By Don WS4NC

If you are interested in contests see WA7BNM contest site.  Here 
I’ll only list the biggies, or something we are trying to promote.

Wednesdays FARC Tech Talk 7:30 PM  Zoom 549 
621 524

Fridays FARC (mostly) CW meeting 7:30 PM 
Zoom 813 3696 1876

June 5 -- ARRL Northwestern Division 
Convention (SEA-PAC; online)

Jun 12-14 ARRL June VHF contest

June 14 FARC General Membership meeting, 
yes, still via Zoom

Jun 19 Knoxville Hamfest Canceled.  
http://www.w4bbb.org/knoxville-hamfest
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The  operate on Ten-Tec Legacy CW slow net and CW fast net
7.060 MHz on Sundays from noon until 2:00 pm EST.  

The  nets operate on:Ten-Tec Legacy SSB
3.927 MHz on Saturday morning from 6:00 am until 9:30 am 
7.195 MHz on Sunday afternoon from 1:30 pm until 3:30 pm
Any radio type is welcome.  Netlogger is the preferred check-in 
method but CQ calls are made for those that don't have access 
to Netlogger.  More information can be found at www.groups.io 
(search for Ten-Tec Legacy nets).

Some other contests:

Contest Calendar: All the rules.
https://www.contestcalendar.com/weeklycont.php

NEARBY HAM CLUBS AND MEETINGS:
Please see www.w4nc.com for more up-to-date 
information

SOME MEETINGS MAY NOT BE HELD DUE TO THE 
NATIONAL EMERGENCY.  WE WILL POST WHAT 
INFORMATION WE HAVE.  THESE ARE THE NORMAL 
STANDING DATES AND INFORMATION. 

Wednesdays at 7:30 PM FARC Tech Talk, a Zoom meeting, ID: 549 
621 524 Password: club call lower case letters.  An informal project 
group for help, discussions and “war stories”.

Quarterly QCWA Meeting usually April, June, September and 
December.  The next Piedmont Chapter 126 meeting will be held on 
Saturday, June 12, 2021 at 11AM on Zoom. ALL members and guests 
are welcome!  When:  We plan to start at 11AM with the Program FIRST 
then introductions, some business and the program.  Board business 
will be later.  Program:   The program will be by Ken Oelke, VE6AFO, 
President of QCWA of Calgary, Alberta, Canada on "Everything you 
wanted to know about QCWA but were afraid to ask".  And with a few 
door prizes.ALL members and guests are welcome! Wearing your Ham 
badge is encouraged.  Always a good program. QCWA Chapter 126 
Weekly Net: 3.853 +/- MHZ, 8:45AM each Saturday morning.   Next 
Meeting: Next Meeting:  The next Piedmont Chapter 126 meeting will 
be held on Saturday, March 20, 2021 at 11AM on Zoom. ALL members 
and guests are welcome! Zoom data will be emailed prior to the 
meeting.  See   https://www.qsl.net/qcwa126/ for more details.  

1st Mondays High Point Amateur Radio Club HPARC High Point 
Amateur Radio Club meets the first Monday of each month at the J&S 
Cafe, 5835 Samet Dr, High Point, NC 27265, and (for now) via the Zoom 
teleconference program.  The meeting usually begins at 6:00 PM with 
many members gathering for a meal around 5:30 PM.   For updates, 
please make sure you check our club newsletter, which can be found on 
the club website at https://www.w4ua.org/newsletter.htm (Updated 
12/20/20 Thanks to David AJ4TF) 

Last Saturday:  The High Point FCC Testing session is on the last 
Saturday of the month (except June, Nov, and Dec) at Hickory Chapel 
Wesleyan Church, 301 Hickory Chapel Road, High Point 27260. 
Current status:  we have resumed limited testing,  no more than 6 
candidates,  pre-registration is required.  Reservations required 3 days 
in advance. You need to bring two forms of ID including a Photo ID and a 
photocopy of any previous licenses and/or CSCE's. The testing fee is 
$12.00 payable by cash only. Other dates and locations can be found on 
the W4VEC.ORG web site. Please contact David Macchiarolo at 
AJ4TF@arrl.net. Testing starts at 10:00 AM (Updated 8/9/20 Thanks to 
David AJ4TF) 

2nd Saturdays GSO/HP VE Testing Current status:  we have resumed 
limited testing,  no more than 6 candidates,  pre-registration is required. 

The Greensboro session is the last Saturday of each month (except for 
March) at Hinshaw United Methodist Church located at 4501 High Point 
Road, Greensboro, NC 27407. Please contact David Macchiarolo by e-
mail at AJ4TF@arrl.net Testing starts at 9:00 AM. You need to bring two 
forms of ID including a Photo ID and a photocopy of any previous 
licenses and/or CSCE's. The testing fee is $12.00 payable by cash only. 
Other dates and locations can be found on the W4VEC.ORG web site. 
(Updated 8/9/20 Thanks to David AJ4TF)

1st Tuesdays Durham FM Association   IN-PERSON MEETING :
STATUS UNKNOWN Meets for Dinner (optional) at 6:00pm and the 
business meeting and program at 7:00pm.  We are meeting at Bullock's 
BBQ, on 3330 Quebec Drive in Durham. For more info on each meeting, 
check http://www.dfma.org/

1st Tuesdays Davie County Amateur Radio Club   : The last 
information I have is that this club is no longer active.  Several SKs and 
a small ham population have made it hard.

2nd Mondays:  The Orange County Radio Amateurs meet at 1900 at 
the Orange Count EOC in Hillsborough. IN-PERSON MEETING 
STATUS UNKNOWN

2nd Tuesdays:  Raleigh Amateur Radio Society General Meeting.  
Via Zoom.  See  for more details.  [updated 8/9/20]www.rars.org

2nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc.  Held on Zoom on-
line, no in-person meeting. FCC exams are    Meeting starts at 7:30 
suspending also until further notice, but usually offered starting at 
6:20 PM sharp.  Zoom ID:  294 418 122 Password: club call lower case 
letters

2nd Mondays Rowan Amateur Radio Society at the Rowan County 
Rescue Squad Building at 1140 Julian Road.  The Rowan Amateur 
Radio Society  has started combined meetings (in person and Zoom ) 
on the second Mondays for the rest of the year. Zoom Particulars are 
meeting ID 898 9111 4288 and Passcode 957500 Also the Firecracker 
HamFest has been canceled for this year. Programs may include 
equipment demonstrations, movies, guest speakers, or just open 
discussions on radio. We look forward to seeing you at the next 
meeting.  http://www.rowanars.org/  (updated 2/14/21 by Ralph, 
WB4AQK)

3nd Mondays Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc. Business Meeting  .
NOW 66 PIZZA, ZOOM WILL ALSO WORK. Open to all FARC 
members and interested visitors.  Back again at 66 Pizza, on Stratford 
Rd just past Hanes mall Blvd and behind Village Tavern, and on Zoom.  
At 66 Pizza we start arriving for dinner about 5:30-ish, the meeting is at 
7:30.  Spend some money, 66 Pizza needs to get through the past years 
troubles.

3rd Mondays(?):  Guildford Amateur Society IN-PERSON  
MEETING STATUS UNKNOWN usually held at Sarah’s Kabob Shop 
on 5340 W. Market Street in Greensboro, 27409,  at 6:00 PM to eat, 
7:00 PM to meet.  Verify the dates at http://www.w4gg.org/ (updated 
8/13/19 by Ken, KW4UC)

3rd Tuesdays:  The Winston-Salem Project Group,  locations 
varies, now on Zoom.  Goto www.almondtree.com for details.

3rd Tuesdays:  Mars Hill, The High Appalachian Mountain Amateur 
Radio Society (HAMARS) meets on the third Tuesday of every month at 
7 p.m. The meetings, typically inside Day Hall on the campus of Mars 
Hill University, have been moved online due to COVID-19. Current 
Hams and those interested in becoming an amateur radio operator are 
welcome. Each meeting addresses a basic or more advanced 
communications topic.  Also weekly net:  The net meets at 7:00 PM 
each Tuesday (except the third Tuesday) on 3810 KHz LSB. We 
s i m u l c a s t  o v e r  Z o o m  f o r  t h o s e  w i t h  n o  H F  a c c e s s .  
https://www.hamars.club/

4th Mondays(?):  Guildford Amateur Radio Association IN- Eat 
PERSON MEETING STATUS UNKNOWN at 6:30pm and the meeting 
is at 7:15pm.  Sara’s Kabob Shop on 5340 W. Market Street in 
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Nets, continued
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FCC Posts Email Address Reminder On 
ULS Landing

The FCC is encouraging users of the 
Universal Licensing Service (ULS) to 
have an email address on file with the
FCC.

The FCC has not yet established the date by which an 
email address will be required on all applications. ARRL 
VEC already has begun including email addresses on 
FCC applications for as many applicants as possible. - via 
arrl.org 12/21/2020

It might be smart for everyone to check out their listing in the 
FCC Universal Licensing System to make sure your email 
address is up to date, or to add one if necessary. The login page 
is here:
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp . Adding 
or editing your email address will not be subject to the new $35 

Greensboro 27409.  Verify the dates at http://www.w4gso.org/ (updated 
8/13/19 by Ken, KW4UC)

2nd Saturdays:  Tri-County Amateur Radio Club  SUSPENDED ,
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE Thomasville: 2nd Saturday at Loflin's Rest. 
108 Randolph St., Thomasville.  8:30 to meet and eat.  Check 
NC4AR.org for any last minute changes in time or venue.  (Updated 
2/28/2020 by John, W8LWX)

Last Mondays:  Stokes County Amateur Radio Society SCARS IN- 
PERSON MEETING STATUS UNKNOWN http://k4stk.com/index.html

Knightlites QRP Club IN-PERSON MEETING STATUS UNKNOWN  
http://www.knightlites.org/  Usually meets in Cary.   Spread the word. 
See website for details.

Briarpatch Amateur Radio Club - IN-PERSON MEETING STATUS  
UNKNOWN Next club meeting is ? ; the meeting will be held at TCRH. 
Meetings and FCC Test Sessions Test sessions are held at the Twin 
County Regional Hospital in Galax, VA unless otherwise announced.  
http://galaxbarc.tripod.com  (This has not been updated for a while.)

Last Mondays:  Lexington, NC  Healing Springs Mountain VHF 
Society (except Nov. and Dec., usually first Mondays in Dec.)  Currently 
Speedy’s BBQ, 1317 Winston Rd, Lexington, NC 27295 Meeting is at 
6:30, come early for supper.   (Updated 12/9/2020 by Bill, W4EXT)

2nd Tuesdays:  Greenville, NC Brightleaf Amateur Radio Club, 
W4AMC  BARC's Next Meeting On ZOOM and in Person! June 8, 2021, 
7 PM.  The meeting will be on ZOOM. See front page article in the April, 
2020 Ham Chatter for details on setting up and signing in. Contact Peter 
Van Houten, N4PVH, for details if you are having trouble setting up.  In 
Person will be at the Oakwood School, in the Music Room. 4000 
MacGregor Rd, Greenville, NC. 699 723 8982 club call March 9th 
Meeting at 7pm, 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada), Be to check 
the *What's New* page <http://www.w4amc.com/barcnew.html> on the 
BARC web site often.  Many times the site is updated several times a 
week with breaking news. 

Any clubs not mentioned or listed incorrectly are welcome to send 
a note to dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com and include any 
updates or additions.
 

Radio Garden

I ran this last month in the Newsletter, and the month 
before.  But I love it so much I’m going to push it again.  
Several people took the hint and tried it.  It is a hit.  Not 
really ham radio, but it is broadcast radio.  Listen to 
just about any radio station in the world.  Right now I 
am listening to the best oldies station I have every 
found, in San José, Costa Rica of all places.  Actual 
FM 107.1  Yes the announcements are in Spanish but 
the music is 1960s US top 40. Just go to your browser 
window and type radio.garden  That will take you 
there.  Travel the world and don’t leave home.  You 
really need to try this.  You’ll figure it out.

40,000 volts or not, I’m not going to waste gas
on cooking hash for your ham friends.

April, 1941 Radio News.

DIT      DIT
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League of Mad Scientists!

The next League of Mad Scientists  is meeting via 
Zoom.  URL, message ID, and password will be on 
the website before Saturday morning.  Program is 
TBD.  Have an technical question, interesting fact, 
or just discuss recent techie-ness?  Join us.
https://loms.micomputerscience.tech/

  Thank you, Dr. Robert J. Meier, AA9AU

FARC 90th 
Anniversary

December 31, 2020 FARC 
turned 90 years old.  We had 
planed to make all of 2020 and 
2021 a 90th year celebration.  
Right now due to the CoVid-19 
emergency things are on hold - 
although if someone would like, you can run W4NC/90 if 
you ask, or we might can make arrangements for the 
W4NC RemoteHams.

Since everything got put on hold we are rethinking this.  A 
number of events were planned to help us celebrate. 
This included multiple on-air events through out the year, 
plus our Hams @ Home (FARC Members operating 
W4NC/90 from home stations) mini-events with our 
members.  An 11X17 certificate is planned but exactly 
how that is going to happen isn’t known right now.  

Likely we are going to make Field Day the big event this 
year.  But if anyone has any ideas, let’s hear them.
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W4NC Web Page

The W4NC web page continues to be 
updated and now has the video link for 
the last FARC meeting on it.  Terry, 
AK4D, continues to put a lot of effort in 
this and makes it a beautiful, and very 
useful, webpage.  UPDATE:  YOU CAN 
NOW PAY YOUR DUES BY PAYPAL!  
Please go check it out:  www.w4nc.com

AWHKK, CQ DX CQ DX CQ DX AWKKKKKK CQ DX 

CQ DX  AWKKKKK CQ DX CQ DX CQ DX AWKKKKK

CQ DX CQ DX CQ DX CQ DX CQ DX CQ DX CQ DX . . . 
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Some Serious DX

Terry, AK4D sent this
from the internet

In order to maintain communications with the 
Voyager spacecraft, NASA depends on three things:

The radio transmissions are on the S-band which 
passes easily through Earth’s atmosphere. Despite 
the great distance, there is almost nothing between 
Earth and the spacecraft to get in the way of the 
signals.

The spacecraft have large (14 feet, or 3.7meter) 
parabolic antennas that focus their transmissions in 
the direction of Earth and collect our transmissions 
over their large surfaces.

NASA’s Deep Space Network uses very large 
antennas including 70-meter (230 ft) dish antennas 
that when Voyager launched, would have been 
considered beyond sta te-of- the-ar t  rad io 
telescopes.

These telescopes are connected through ultra-low-
no ise  amp l i f i e rs  w i th  power  and  c la r i t y 
inconceivable at the time the craft launched.

These telescopes can broadcast essentially as 
“loud” a signal as needed to be heard. The difficulty 
is in receiving signals from the spacecraft, still 
transmitting at only a few watts. But this technology 
is fabulously sensitive. In the mid 1980s, someone 
calculated that all the signals received by all the 
radio-telescopes on Earth up to that time summed to 

less than the energy of a single snowflake striking 
the ground. Voyager’s transmissions were a fair 
shout on that scale, and though they’ve continued to 
fade with distance, our receiving technology has 
more than made up for the loss.

Bouvet Island and Ham Radio in the 
Wall Street Journal

One Post-Pandemic Travel Plan: Get as 
Far Away as Possible 
Ham-radio operators look to raise antennas in the 
world's remotest corners

BY JOHN MCCORMICK
Wall Street Journal

Friday, May 7, 2021

Of the many post-pandemic travel plans being hatched 
around the world, few are as extreme as what ham-radio 
operator Dom Grzyb has in mind.

Picture by Adrian Styles, WSJ

3Y0I/
https://www.dx-world.net/3y0i-bouvet-pt-2/

The semiretired Polish 
businessman looks to 
s p e n d  t e n s  o f 
thousands of dollars 
this year to lead a group 
of  e ight  to  Bouve t 
Island in the southern 
Atlantic, an uninhabited 
locale largely covered 
in glacial ice. The odds 
aren't favorable.

High winds and massive waves batter ships entering the 
region. Among travelers who manage to catch sight of 
Bouvet Island, which belongs to Norway, some never 
make shore. Slivers of beach give way to steep rock and 
ice formations that reach 100 feet and higher.

Continued on next page
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“It's the most remote island in the world," said Mr. Grzyb, 
47 years old. "It's also one of the most dangerous places 
in the world.”

Adrian 'Nobby' Styles during a ham-radio expedition to 
the Wallis and Futuna islands in the South Pacific in 
2019.

Bouvet Island also ranks as the second most-wanted 
place in the world to contact among ham-radio 
enthusiasts. These destinations lure the most 
adventurous of the estimated three million operators 
worldwide to set up temporary transmitting stations.

Ham radios, which connect users across great distances 
using updated 19th-century technology, work anywhere 
an operator can tote generators, fuel, amplifiers, 
antennas and the tools needed to make them work. So-
called hams have complied a list of 340 places that span 
the toughest to the easiest places to contact, starting with 
North Korea No. 1 and the U.S. No. 340.

Hams take pride in reaching the rarest outposts. On the 
other end of the transmission are those who set up the 
temporary stations, such as Mr. Grzyb, who in 2015 
transmitted from the hams' holy grail,North Korea. Their 
job is simple: Get there, power up, get home alive.

"We are crazy," said Tommy Horozakis, who lives near 
Sydney, Australia. "To us, it's the thrill, it's the adrenaline 
rush, of being able to work people on the other side of the 
world and bouncing your signals across the ionosphere 
without the internet."

Mr. Horozakis, 53, is making plans to lead a November 
expedition of about 10 people to an uninhabited island in 
shark-populated waters of the Coral Sea south of Papua 
New Guinea.  "I won't be swimming too far away from 
shore," he said.

The destination is part of the Willis Islets, a group of three 
small islands that includes two uninhabited sandy cays, 
and one that is home to a weather station with an average 
year-round population of four. The islands rank 38th.

The trip will include a roughly 35-hour voyage to ferry the 
team, along with ham-radio equipment, tents, food and 
porta-potties. It will cost about $5,000 a person.

M r .  H o r o z a k i s ,  w h o  o w n s  b u s i n e s s e s  i n 
telecommunications and pest-extermination, said a 
spike in Covid-19 cases could block him from traveling 
between his state of New South Wales and Queensland, 
where he has booked the vessel. "If it doesn't go ahead," 
he said, "at least we've tried."

These excursions are called DX-peditions, with DX 
referring to?in ham-radio jargon? transmitting over long 
distances. The missions, like most international travel, 
were largely scuttled last year in the pandemic.

Once activated at the remote locale, the temporary 
stations make tens of thousands of contacts with far-
flung operators, each exchange lasting a few seconds. 
The prize for those back home is either a postcard or 
electronic confirmation, plus bragging rights among 
peers.

Hams spend considerable time and money improving the 
reach and performance of their radio stations to make 
rare and distant connections. In a digital world, where 
almost everything can be replayed, there are no do-
overs. Once a DX-pedition ends, there may not be 
another activation from that spot for years or decades.

Mr. Grzyb spent three days on Bouvet Island in 2001. He 
tried again in March 2019. The team got within 63 
nautical miles when the ship lost its communication 
antennas in a storm and had to return to South Africa. "It's 
for people who are a little bit crazy," he said.

In January 2018, a team sailed 12 days from Chile to 
Bouvet Island, but rough weather kept its two hired 
helicopters from flying. After one of the ship's engines 
failed in a storm, the captain had enough and returned to 
port.

Adrian "Nobby" Styles expects smoother sailing. The 53-
year-old, who lives southeast of London and works in the 
food-supply business, has set his sights on the Maldives 
islands?ranked 138th on the ham list because it is more 
travel friendly. He has already canceled twice because of 
the pandemic.

"Hopefully, it will happen at the end of September," said 
Mr. Styles, who will need three flights to get to his Indian 
Ocean destination with his wife, Maxine.  "She loves to 
lay in the sun all day and I can't do that," he said, "but I like 
to play on the radio.”

Of all the “Places You Can’t Get To From Here”, 
this just about tops the list.  It is one of the most 
wanted DXCC countries and only comes along 
every 15-20 years.  Dick, W4PID, will have more 
in his monthly DX Column when this gets closer, 
but don’t miss this opportunity.
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All Planned FARC Programs:
(Dates are subject to change)

June, 2021 FARC Field Day plans and possibly a short 
program.

Other items on our list are, but dates and presenters TBD:

1.  NCPacket?
2.  Flex Radio?
3.  A 160-meter Vertical?
4.  Don, WS4NC, EBS System History?
5.  C6AGU by Dick, W4PID?
6.  Remote ham radio by Raspeberry Pi?
7.  DX Engineering, topic TBD

All of these are subject to change depending on FARC’s, 
presenters schedules and whatever future challenges the 
future holds.

The main FARC in-person meeting night (2nd Mondays) is 
suspended until further notice but it will be held by Zoom video-
conferencing. The meeting is normally the Second Monday night at 
the Red Cross Building on Coliseum Drive with the meeting starting at 
7:30 PM (7:29:56.5 PM this month!).   FCC testing is usually available 
(suspended right now), please preregister at info <at> w4nc <dot> 
com when exams start back.  Examinees should plan on arriving at 
6:15 PM.  

The FARC Meeting is now on Zoom on the third Monday of Business 
the month.  Email dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com if you want to be 
added to the list.  It is open to all.  Normally it is held at 66 Pizza on 
Stratford Rd just west of Hanes Mall Blvd.  The meeting starts around 
7:30 pm.  When live, we usually arrive a little earlier (~5:30 for some of 
us) and order dinner.  Looking forward to when we can do that again.   
All are welcome.

Waynesville (WCARS) Hamfest
 July 24th, 2021

Ruth Berner, WA4VT, 
WCARS Hamfest Chair

Same location, same hours, same setup Friday 
afternoon for the Saturday hamfest. Get it on your 
calendar. We’ll be sending out more information 
including vendor registration forms as details get 
firmed up.

If you are one of our regulars we SO look forward to 
seeing you again. If you haven’t given us a try before, 
this could be a great year to start, since lots of folks 
will to be eager to get back out to their favorite events.

We’ll be doing our best to attract not only our old 
friends but all the new hams who’ve gotten licensed 
and have yet to experience the fun and fellowship of a 
hamfest.

[Ed. note:  Last information I have is that this event is 
still on for 2021.  Check http://www.wcars.org/ ]

Yup, real comic book.  Part 2, next month.
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Other Ham Radio Newsletters

As Newsletter editor I’m on a lot of other club 
newsletter lists.  Below are the ones I can dig out 
right now, but I’ve noticed a sharp drop-off lately. This 
is a short list, in some cases there isn’t a newsletter, 
just a web site.  I’ll add more in the future.  Any club 
that would like to added to the list just send me an 
email dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com If you can’t 
figure out why I list email addresses like this, you’ll 
probably haven’t been introduced to spam yet.  
Some clubs have their newsletters (and meetings) 
as club members only.  I encourage all clubs to make 
their newsletters and meetings open.  It is healthy for 
the club and for ham radio in general. We have been 
picking up members almost monthly from our open 
Newsletter and meetings.  

Alamance ARC, Burlington
http://www.k4eg.com/

Azalea Coast ARC, Wilmington
http://www.ac4rc.org/

Brightleaf Amateur Radio Club (Greenville, 
NC)
https://w4amc.com/ham-chatter/

Durham FM Association
https://www.dfma.org/dfmaTL.html

Forsyth Amateur Radio Club (Duh!)
http://www.w4nc.com/newsletters.htm

Franklin County ARC
http://www.fcarc.net/

Gaston County ARC
http://gcars.org/

Greensboro ARA
https://www.w4gso.org/news/

High Point ARC
http://www.w4ua.org/newsletter.htm

Orange County Radio Amateurs
http://ncocra.org/WordPress_v1/

Potomac Valley Amateur Radio Club 
(Contesting)
http://pvrc.org/Newsletters/2021_02.pdf 
http://pvrc.org/Newsletters/2021_01.pdf 

Raleigh Amateur Radio Society
https://www.rars.org/exciters/2021/RARSExciter04-
2021.pdf
https://www.rars.org/exciters/2021/RARSExciter05-
2021.pdf

Rowan Amateur Radio Society
https://www.facebook.com/RowanARS/

ARRL
Always check  for news.  Other www.arrl.org
ARRL news le t te r s  requ i r e  a  League 
membership.  I need to do a great shout-out to 
Marv, WA4NC for his excellent NC Section 
Newsletter.  Join ARRL.

DFG Around the US:

Kent County Amateur Radio Club, 
Delaware
http://k3ars.org/kars/

Broward ARC, Florida
https://browardarc.org/

North Fulton ARC, Georgia
https://nfarl.org/
https://nfarl.us13.list-
manage.com/track/click?u=b717f3acfbed2d1b
b056deb70&id=16fee26ad3&e=3965068522

Add me to Newsletter email List

Some emails accidently got lost when I 
transistioned the Newsletter list to Mail 
Chimp.  If you are inside Forsyth County 
and have a ham license please join the 
club.  If you are outside FC (or you don’t 
have a ham license)  and want to be added 
send me an email with FARC Newsletter in 
the Subject and in the body of the email 
include your email address, name and call 
so I can easily paste it into the list.  Current 
subscribers are approaching 600.  Send to 
dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com
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Minutes of the Forsyth Amateur 
Radio Club Meeting 10 May 2020

By Stacey MacArthur, W1LLO
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

1. Call to Order and 
Welcome: The 10 May 
2021 meeting of the 
Forsyth Amateur Radio 
Club was called to order 
b y  P r e s i d e n t  S a m 
Poindexter (NI4TG) at 
1930 hours. The meeting 
was held on Zoom video 
conferencing software 
due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Sam welcomed all attendees, 
approximately 52, for joining us this evening. 

2. Announcements: Sam (NI4TG) took a 
moment to recognize guests and new members.  
Thanks to all the members who filled out the 
survey, your input is very much appreciated. The 
data is currently being sorted and will presented 
to the club soon. Mason Matrazzo (KM4SII), 
Harold Richardson (N4HER), and Stacey 
MacArthur (W1LLO) represented the club at the 
Winston-Salem Science Bridge in April. This was 
a children’s event that introduces youngsters to 
STEM. See the May newsletter for more. The 
FCC has created new RF exposure guidelines 
that will require all stations to perform an 
evaluation on their stations. Information can be 
found on the W4NC website. The June meeting 
presentation will be Field Day Planning, as well 
as a short presentation by Don Edwards 
(WS4NC) on CW. 

3. Treasurer’s Report: Kent Englebert (WS4Z) 
gave a brief treasurers report. Our balance in the 
bank is $4,976.65. Only expense forthcoming is 
the annual insurance payment in June.

4. Repeater Report:  Dale Mierisch (WB9SZL) 
gave the testing and repeater report. The test 
session on May 8th was a success. The weather 
was clear, and all 3 participants passed their 
exams. Thank you to all the VEs and others who 

participated. Still slight interference at the .47 
site, but thanks to Don Edwards (WS4NC) 
installing a new cavity filter it’s much improved. 
Double shielded cables will be installed to further 
reduce interference. As the COVID restrictions 
continue to ease, a trip is planned for the .64 
repeater to assess any hardware maintenance.

5. Tips for Beginners: Terry Brown (AK4D) 
presented a short presentation on tips for the 
beginner, including CHIRP and the ARRL - On 
the Air Magazine.

6. Program:  This month’s program was by 
Harlan Cobert (W1HRC) on the future of 
Emergency Communications.

7. Adjournment of Meeting:  A motion was made 
and seconded.  Meeting was adjourned at 2033 
local time.

8. Partial List of Meeting Attendees:  Below is a 
partial list of FARC meeting attendees.

Don Edwards WS4NC, Stacey MacArthur 
W1LLO, Sam Poindexter NI4TG, Harold 
Richardson N4HER, Steve Patterson WA3RTC, 
Harlan Cobert W1HRC, David Shoaf KC4X, 
Terry Brown AK4D, Ken Kayser K2KXK, John 
Canup KM4HVB, Doug Spriggs W4DCS, Terry 
Good W3NPS, Jerry Minor K4GW, Richard Hall 
K7RLH, Andy Brinkley NC4AB, Marcia 
Thompson NC4MT, Bruce Thompson AD4ET, 
Judson Davis KG4OHQ, Bill Seward W4EXT, 
Steve Iltis KM4OCR, Nick Hunter W4NPH, 
David Nicholson N2AWE, Jim Atkins W4UX, 
Richard Huebner W0RCY, Gary Mi l ler 
WA4VMC, Michael Pope K4OLD, Carl Brown 
N4PAA, Joe Waugh KO4MDE, Kent Englebert 
WS4Z, Bruce Bailiff WB4QCM, Dale Mierisch 
WB9SZL, Bob Gusek NC4RG, Van Key 
KC4WSK, Jim Meek KN4UOP, Steven Mierisch 
KG4JWU, Mark Stone KO4NOS, Nicole Cullison 
KO4QFO,  Chuck  Smal l  KM4IVY,  Ben 
Wasilauskas K4GHS, Jim Bielski KJ4FIN, Neal 
Pruitt WD4LSS, Bill Kennedy WD4OTY, Keith 
Thomas KA4JAH, Dan Wemyss KO4YSS, 
David Rodwell WB0QOA, Lou Mayer KK4NUB, 
Gene Bowman WB4MSG, Jim Register KV4SJ, 
Bryce Lambeth KE4ZFN, Randy Tompson 

Continued on the next pageFARC Newsletter Page 35

W1LLO
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NC4RT, Don Hall KN4YCJ, and Steve Mellen 
K2MLN.

Continued on the next page
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Minutes of the Forsyth Amateur 
Radio Club Business Meeting – 17 
May 2021

By Stacey MacArthur, W1LLO 
Secretary, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club

1. Call to Order and Welcome:  The monthly Board of 
Directors Business Meeting, Forsyth Amateur Radio 
Club, was called to order by President Sam Poindexter 
(NI4TG) at 1930 hours. The meeting was held on 
Zoom video conferencing software due to the COVID-
19 pandemic.

2. Meeting Attendees:  The 23 meeting attendees 
were, Don Edwards WS4NC, Sam Poindexter NI4TG, 
Harold Richardson N4HER, Stephen Patterson 
WA3RTC, Terry Brown AK4D, Stacey MacArthur 
W1LLO, Michael Pope K4OLD, Kent Englebert WS4Z, 
David Shoaf KC4X, Jerry Minor K4GW, Harlan Cobert 
W1HRC, Mason Matrazzo KM4SII, Steven Mierisch 
KG4JWU, Dale Mierisch WB9SZL, Van Key KC4WSK, 
Geoff Rudy KK4MOV, David Nicholson N2AWE, Ken 
Kayser K2KXK, Doc Holliday WB4DOC, Jim Register 
KV4SJ, Rick Huebner W0RCY, Gene Bowman 
WB4MSG, and Mike Atkins N4VE.

3. Announcements: The FCC has released new RF 
exposure guidelines requiring an RF audit to be 
performed on all antennas and kept on file. Terry, Don, 
and Steve have completed the calculations for the club 
station and Dale has completed the audit for the 
repeaters. The antenna trailer calculations will be done 
at Field Day and kept with the trailer in case of 
deployment.  Terry (AK4D) will present a short 
presentation on the new RF exposure guidelines in 
July. Mi Pueblo has been reserved for the Dec 13th 
Holiday meeting at 6:30pm. Sam will follow up with 
them in October to confirm. In-person business 
meetings to resume at Route 66 Pizza in June. An 
audio only meeting via Zoom will be established to 
allow participation to members who do not yet feel 
comfortable meeting in-person.

4. Financial Redundancy: A motion was called to allow 
the secretary (Stacey Marie MacArthur) the ability to 
sign in the treasurer’s (Howard Kent Englebert) 
absence. The motion was passed and will be finalized 
with the bank the following week.

5. Survey: Kent Englebert (WS4Z) gave a presentation 
on the results of the member survey sent out in April. 
Options are being discussed on new benefits and 
presentation options to offer club membership.

FCC Issues Enforcement Advisory: 
Radio Users Again Reminded
Not to Use Radios in Crimes

QST de W1AW

FCC Issues Enforcement Advisory: Radio Users 
Again Reminded Not to Use Radios in Crimes

On April 20, the FCC's Enforcement Bureau issued a 
new Enforcement Advisory, repeating the 
admonishments contained in a January Advisory 
that no licensee or user of the Amateur or Personal 
Radio Services may use any radio equipment in 
connection with unlawful activities of any nature.

The Enforcement Advisory can be found online in 
PDF format at,
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DA-21-
453A1.pdf .

The Commission specifically cautioned that 
individuals found to have used radios in connection 
with any illegal activity are "subject to severe 
penalties, including significant fines, seizure of the 
offending equipment, and in some cases, criminal 
prosecution."

In addition, licensees should be aware that illegal 
operation in any service or band, including 
completely outside the amateur allocations, could 
potentially disqualify a person from holding any FCC 
license in any service, not just the Amateur Service.

Any amateur observing a suspicious infraction that 
might be of illegal or criminal nature should report it 
to their local law enforcement office or the FBI.
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6. Notifications: Discussion on modernizing the way 
we communicate with club membership. Thoughts 
include SMS text reminders of events, e-mail 
campaigns, and postal mailings. Members would sign 
up (more likely) or have the ability to opt out of these 
communications.

7. Field Day Mailing: Field Day is coming up on June 
26th – 27th. Ken Kayser (K2KXK) on behalf of the 
finance committee put forward a proposal for a 
postcard mailer sent to approximately 500 non-club 
members in Forsyth County inviting them to Field Day. 
The purpose of the mailer would be to engage 
amateurs from around the county and make them 
aware of the benefits of membership. This includes 
planned upcoming events. $300 was requested and 
approved. The cards should begin appearing in non-
member mailboxes beginning the 29th.

8. Website Activity: Jim Register (KV4SJ) displayed a 
graph on website activity over the past 12 months.

9.  Adjournment of Meeting:  The meeting was 
adjourned at 2056 hours.

OK, maybe that was a little direct.  But now that I have your 
attention, FARC has three main sources of revenue.  There 
are dues of course.  But those don’t pay all of our expenses.  
If you haven’t paid your dues this year, well now might be a 
good time.  See the next to the last page of any Newsletter, 
or go to the web site.  Secondly, there are the hamfests we 
hold.  But due to Covid19 we have canceled two of those.  
Thirdly we have donations.  Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, 
Inc. is an IRS 501(c)3 corporation and donations are tax 
deducible, for large donations our treasurer is happy to 
send you a letter of receipt.  In spite of all the troubles we 
have been getting by, but getting by has meant putting some 
things off which FARC needs to have when we get back 
together.  And for both dues and for donations we take 
PayPal.  Isn’t that painless?  As the commercial used to say, 
“Thank you for your support!”

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT!
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HAM FESTIVAL!

ARRL SANCTIONED
FORSYTH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC

Right now the location 
is 

to be determined.

But the date is confirmed
and plans are on

for a big 
Hootenanny!

See W4NC.com for additional details.

Saturday, October 16, 2021
FARC Newsletter Page 38

OCTOBER 16, 2021

HAMenanny!
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FORSYTH COUNTY AUXCOMM
by Harlan Cobert, W1HRC

Forsyth County AuxComm Coordinator 

FORSYTH COUNTY AUXCOMM TRAINING NET

The net is conducted every 
Thursday evening at 2030 
hours local time except the 
th i rd  Thursday o f  the 
m o n t h .   O n  t h i r d 
Thursdays, commencing at 
2000 hours local time, in 
lieu of the net we conduct a 
Zoom training session.  

Zoom 897-9792-5884, password club call lower 
case.  Support the Thursday night AuxComm 
training.  

The AuxComm Net is conducted on the W4NC 
145.470 + (T100) repeater and is used for E-Comm 
training and practice for emergency / disaster 
response and public service communications. All 
amateurs are invited and encouraged to participate 
in this net. Our backup repeaters are K4GW 147.315 
+ (T100) and W4NC 146.640 + (T100). All repeaters 
cover the Forsyth County Area.

AUXCOMM NET  an d  Z OO M T RAIN ING 
PARTICIPATION ROSTER:

4-29-2021:  W1LLO, Stacey; W1HRC, Harlan; 
KG4JWU, Steven; WS4NC, Don; KM4HVB, John; 
KF4HHG, Tim; WB4QCM, Bruce; KV4SJ, Jim; 
KC4WSK, Van; KK4ZHL, Wayne; K4OLD, 
Michael; Net Control: N2AWE, Dave.

5-13-2021:  KF4HHG, Tim; N2AWE, Dave; 
WA4NOT, Jim; KK4NUB, Lou; N3MDC, Michael; 
WS4NC, Don;  K2MLN, Steve; WB9SZL,  Dale; 
WB4QCM,  Bruce; KV4SJ, Jim; KC4WSK,  Van; 
KK4ZHL, Wayne; WA3RTC, Steve; Net Control: 
W1HRC Harlan. 

5-27-21:  W1HRC, W1LLO, KM4HVB, WS4NC, 
KN4YCJ, KB4QCM, N3MDC, KC4WSK, N2AWE

Seen this form before?

If you haven’t filled out one of these recently, we 
need to update our records.  We are working on 
getting a form that can be filled out on line, but until 
then how about filling a new copy (see the next-to-
the-last page) and either emailing it to Stacey, 
W1LLO or give her a copy a the next FARC meeting.  
Harlan would also like an updated AuxComm form 
(updated April, 2021).  And while you are at it . . . 

Continued on next page
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This AUXCOM column will be updated greatly next month!

W1HRC
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FORSYTH COUNTY AUXCOMM - 
UPDATE

As all of us are aware, there has been a shift in how 
Amateur  Radio is v iewed by Emergency 
Management officials in the state ... a welcome and 
positive shift.  Of course this means that we have to 
ensure that we are up to the challenge and meet 
their expectations.  

Aux Comm is  a  PR IMARY EMERGENCY 
COMMUNICATIONS PROVIDER for emergency / 
disaster communications and public service events. 
Even though we are volunteers, this is a 
responsibility that we need to approach with the 
same level of effort and dedication that we put forth 
in our other Amateur Radio activities.  .  

We have members that not only make every club 
meeting but make every club Board of Directors 
meeting.  Members that never miss a contesting 
event or a rag chew net.  We have members that 
make every Field Day and put forth supreme efforts 
to make the event a success. But yet, we have 
members who balk at EMCOMM training and 
AuxComm net participation.  Why?  

The excuses are numerous, the reasons many … 
some are time related and some are personal.  It is 
understandable that not everyone has a strong 
interest in Emergency Service, yet those same 
people always stand up and state … “If you need me 
I will be there.”  Others say “I just don’t have the time” 
yet they will make the time for contests, rag chews 
and other activities that are important to them 
personally.  And others who state … “We are never 
called on so why do all this training and practice.”

All valid and reasonable positions which are none 
the less excuses.  The reality is that if you are not 
trained, you cannot be used.  If you don’t make time 
to get trained and practice, you will not be prepared 
to respond when the time comes.  And if we train, 
practice and are never used …. That is a GOOD 
thing because that means our communities; our 
neighbors, friends and families are not in danger or 
suffering from a disaster.   

I have been involved in emergency response since I 
was 16 years old, over 45 years total.  I train and 
practice regularly to maintain my proficiency and 
knowledge.  I can assure you that I, like every 

emergency responder, pray that our skills will never 
be needed.  Yes you read that right … we train hard 
and pray hard that those trained skills are never 
needed.  We would prefer to never have to take a 
piece of emergency equipment out of the station, 
never have to turn on the lights and siren.    As a 
member  o f  the  Forsyth  County  Inc ident 
Management Team (IMT) we train and exercise 
often.  Thankfully we are not called on often to use 
those skills.  For when we are, it is a bad day at 
Bedrock.   

We in AuxComm, should approach our training and 
exercises with the same mindset.  Preparedness 
with the prayer of never being used. As I have stated 
many times.  In emergency response and public 
service communications, it all about Knowledge, 
Skills and Abilities (KSA).  Its training and exercise 
that provides that to us and keeps us proficient.  
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AUXCOMM TRAINING

Training is an important element to everything we do 
in life.  From work to simple tasks such as mowing 
our yards, we always have to do some level of 
training and practice.  Ever notice how, if you have 
not done CW in a while how is takes your hand a little 
bit to get back in form?  How about when you buy 
that new radio for DX contesting?  Do you take the 
time to read the user manual (Training) and even 
practice with the manual in hand to learn the radio 
and its controls or just unpack it and wing it on the fly.  
I will suggest you do the former.  You purchase a 
new car these days and need to get familiar with the 
computer systems they now have.

In almost every aspect of our lives, we continue to 
learn something daily, practice something daily and 
keep our skills up.  This is why we, as AuxComm 
professionals need to train frequently, exercise our 
skills often and be prepared for when the flag goes 
up.  

Repetitive training ….  As much as we may hate 
repetitive training, it actually serves a vital purpose.  
This type of training is essential to making actions 
and procedure second nature.  In aviation for 

example, pilots practice takes off and landings often.  
Why?  Because the skills required to accomplish 
these gravity defying feats safely and successfully 
every time are perishable.  So are our EMCOMM 
skills.  

It is said that good things come to those who wait 
and this is true in regards to 2 elements of our 
training.  The Forsyth County EMCOMM 101 and 
EOC NCS courses, which were each 8 hour courses 
are being combined into a single day (8-hour) 
course.  It is also being developed into a 12-hour 
virtual course.  The reason the virtual is longer is to 
take into account potential delays due to technical 
issues which is a normal practice.  The good news 
there is if there are none, the training should be 
about the same as in-class training. There is 
discussion among AuxComm staff on making this 1-
day course a requirement for becoming credentialed 
as a Communicator.  More on that once a decision 
has been made.

BREAKING DOWN OUR TRAINING

When you look at our training it initially look 
daunting.  The reality is that is a mis-perception. The 
reality is that we actually have a very minimal 
training requirement for an emergency response 
organization.  So let’s break this down …

NIMS (ICS) training:  This consists of 4 basic 
courses that have only been update a few times 
since November 2011.  These courses must be 
completed initially and only repeated if the course is 
revised which historically has only been about every 
6 years.  There are four self-paced ICS courses and 
each takes about 3 hours to complete on-line.  

OPSEC Training:  This course is a new one added in 
2021.  It takes about 45 minutes or so to complete 
on-line and as of this writing is only required initially.  
However it is anticipated that due to security 
updates it will become a bi-annual requirement. 

HEY BOSS, REMEMBER THAT CLASS
YOU WANTED ME TO TAKE LAST

MONTH ON LOADING THE BARGE EVENLY?

WELL, UH, FUNNY THING 
ABOUT THAT . . .

SKYWARN has been done by us 
for years and is a bi-annual 
event. 

E M C O M M  a n d  E O C 
OPERATIONS course:  This 
course combines the previously 

2 separate 1-day course of EMCOMM 101 and EOC 
NCS into a single one-day course.  The previous 
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courses will no longer be offered.  We are looking at 
mandating this course for initial certification as a 
COMMUNCIATOR with a participation requirement 
to maintain currency.  Personnel who have already 
completed both EMCOMM 101 and EOC NCS 
course will be given credit for this course.  Personnel 
who have only taken EMCOMM 101 would be 
required to take a short EOC Operations transition 
course which we be offered only a few times for 
those who need it.  

Reality check:

 NIMS (ICS) Courses: 12 – hours (about every 6 years)
 OPSEC Course:  45 – 60 minutes (Possibly bi-annually)
 SKYWARN:  2 ½ - 3 hours bi-annually
 EMCOMM & EOC OPERATIONS: 8 – hours (One Time Training)

Total: 24 hours initially/approximately 4 hours every 
two years and 3-12 hours every six years.

Participation in Nets and Zoom Training: 
 2 ½ - hours quarterly (10 hours annually)
One exercise annually: 2 - 3 hours

NOT SO DAUNTING AS PERCEIVED AFTER ALL!

NORTH CAROLINA TRAINING EXERCISE RESPONSE 
MANAGEMENT SYSTEM (NCTERMS)

Various course available to AuxComm members, like NC 
AuxComm and ICS-300. These courses and more are listed in 
and can be registered for in  NCTERMS.  To register in 
NCTERMS go to:   terms.ncem.org/TRS/  .  Most courses will 
be available, some are restricted.  

PROOF OF TRAINING

Once you complete the courses, please forward a notify 
auxcomm <at> w4nc <dot> com.  It is requested that in lieu of a 
copy of the actual certificate that you provide a copy of your 
NCTERMS transcript.  The only training that will not be on this 
transcript will be the SKYWARN and OPSEC courses, so you 
will have to forward a copy of completion.

FORSYTH COUNTY AUXCOMM 
STAFF

Our AuxComm organizational chart and staff 
positions have changed to be more aligned with 
NIMS (ICS).  

COMMAND STAFF
AuxComm Coordinator:  W1HRC Harlan

Deputy AuxComm Coordinator:  WA4NOT Jim
Public Information Officer: WS4NC Don

Safety Officer: OPEN

GENERAL STAFF
Deputy AuxComm Coordinator – Operations: W1LLO Stacey

Deputy AuxComm Coordinator – Logistics and Training: 
Bruce Bailiff, WB4QCM

OPERATIONS STAFF
Branch Manager – East Operations: OPEN 

Branch Manager - West Operations: N2AWE Dave

SUPPORT STAFF
Technical Specialist Leader:  WB9SZL Dale

If you are interested in filling one of these staff 
positions please let any staff member know.  You 
may also email your desire to serve to auxcomm 
<at> w4nc <dot> com.
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IF HE GOT HIS AUXCOMM 
TRAINING DONE,
THEN I CAN TOO!

Bruce Bailiff, WB4QCM
Stacey McArthur W1LLO 

Dave Nicholson, N2AWE 
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WINLINK TRAINING

You are encouraged to download and become familiar with 
Winlink.  David, W2AWE, is running WinLink training again.  If 
you wish to join, please send him an email at saildjnich <at> 
gmail <dot> com

FEMA as well as North Carolina now require AuxComm 
personnel to be trained in the use of Winlink. All you need to 
enjoy the class is a computer and internet access. 

THE VERY FIRST AUXCOMM
TRAINING CLASS.  ICS-000

AUXCOMM DOCUMENTATION

Some important downloads for AuxComm are 
available and can be downloaded by going to 
www.w4nc.com and clicking the AuxComm tabs. 
The documents include general preparedness, ICS 
forms, station safety and other pertinent information.  
The ICS forms are not hard, but they are confusing 
the first time you see them.  That is why there is a 
Zoom training session on the third Thursday of the 
month covering how to fill out these documents and 
how they are used as well as other E-Comm related 
training.  It would be a good idea to have a notebook 
made of these documents and ICS forms in your go 
bag.  Individual documents and applicable ICS 
forms are available from the FARC AuxComm site.  
A complete book of ICS forms with instructions can 
be found at:

https://training.fema.gov/emiweb/is/icsresource/as
sets/nims%20ics%20forms%20booklet.pdf

AUXCOMM STICKERS AND PATCHES 
ARE AVAILABLE

We now have the 
official Forsyth County 
AuxComm emblem in 
a 3” patch and sticker 
available for sale.  The 
patches cost $3.00 
and stickers are $1.00 
each.  
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WHAT IS  AUXCOMM???

AuxComm is  the DHS Nat iona l  Inc ident 
Management System (NIMS) compliant program 
a d o p t e d  b y  No r t h  Ca r o l i n a  E m e rg e n c y 
Management (NCEM) for all amateur radio 
emergency / public service communications within 
the state. While AuxComm stands for Auxiliary 
Communications, within the state of North Carolina 
A u x C o m m  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  a  P r i m a r y 
Communications Asset.   

Within the state, NC AuxComm, with the full support 
of NCEM, is tasked with forming at the county level, 
county AuxComm groups led by an appointed and 
qualified volunteer AuxComm Coordinator.  An 
Amateur Radio Operator license is required for 
AuxComm membership as well as completing 
required training and active participation in nets and 
exercises.  

To apply to be member, complete an AuxComm 
registration form listing contact information and 
band / mode capabilities. This form is available from 
the AuxComm Coordinator and the last page of this 
newsletter. There are no fees or dues; nor is club 
membership required.  

All hams may participate by volunteering their time 
and the use of their radio equipment for AuxComm 
activities.  Members of Forsyth County AuxComm 
are required to have completed at least the basic 
four ICS courses as well as the local E-Comm 101 
course.  Almost all of AuxComm activities use VHF / 
UHF FM, so hams with any class of license can 
participate.

Locally, AuxComm is sponsored by the Forsyth 
Amateur Radio Club which allows the use of the 
club’s repeaters and some of the club’s equipment 
for AuxComm activities.

Our primary emergency / disaster service partners 
are Winston – Salem / Forsyth Emergency 
Management and American Red Cross. We 
participate in training exercises with them, and in 
communications emergencies are normally 
activated to assist in their responses. Trained 
AuxComm members can be asked to assist in a 
variety of roles during emergencies or disasters 
from operating an amateur radio to provide 
communications from a shelter to the EOC to 
operating radios on the state VIPER system.

The major public service event for Forsyth County 
AuxComm is the annual, two-day Tour to 
Tanglewood Bike MS event. Hams are stationed at 
rest areas and in event support vehicles to provide 
point-to-point communications as well as field 
transportation to participants.

WHAT HAPPENED TO ARES?

ARES is the ARRL term for Amateur Radio 
Emergency Service and is still in use throughout 
many areas of the country.  However the issue with 
ARES is that is not a NIMS Compliant program in 
regards to ICS structure and processes. Here in 
North Carolina, State Emergency Management 
has mandated that all entities involved in 
emergency / disaster response be NIMS 
compliant as well as have ICS based training and 
certification processes.  Therefore NCEM has 
adopted the AuxComm program as stated in the 
section above.  AuxComm is NIMS complaint 
a n d  i s  t h e  a c c e p t e d  E m e r g e n c y 
Communications program for Amateur Radio 
within the state. 

OPERATIONS SECURITY (OPSEC) TRAINING
 

It is anticipated that the NCEM will soon mandate 
Operations Security (OPSEC) training.  Due to the 
sensitive nature of operations and information that is 
generated during emergency/disaster operations as well 
as planned public service events, having AuxComm 
personnel familiar with OPSEC awareness and 
procedures just makes good sense.  Additionally this 
same training can be applied in your everyday life when it 
comes to your computer activities and others.  The training 
is free and provided on-line by the Center for Development 
of Security Excellence, Defense Counterintelligence and 
Security Agency and will be the platform used for this 
training.  The course takes between 30-45 minutes to 
complete.  Forsyth County AuxComm personnel are 
encouraged to complete this training at their earliest 
convenience.  To course may be accessed here:  
https://securityawareness.usalearning.gov/opsec/index.h
tm

NOTE:  The course supports Chrome and Edge.  Other 
browser platforms may encounter issues within the course 
and particularly when printing the completion certificate at 
the end.  It is recommended that everyone do a screen 
capture shot of the "successful completion" page 
BEFORE printing your certificate.  In the event that you 
have issues printing your certificate, this screen shot will 
suffice as proof of completion. 
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Newsletter Classified
If you want to sell something please write your own ad (funny helps) and list yourcall 
callsign along with either your email or your phone number.  I’ll run it in the next two 
Newsletters.  I can include small pictures.  Please let me know if it sells so I can remove it 
- it will drop after two months.  There was a suggestion that donations be solicited for this.  
Any offers?  Send your ad to dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com.  I’ll start it off.

HAM GEAR FOR SALE

HELP WANTED
YOUR AD Why isn’t it here?  Be witty - or I’ll help.  Send email 
to dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com [10/2019]

FOR SALE

440 Repeater System:  Two Icom IC-F200 radios in a N5YIZ 
case/ with Samlex 25a power supply, Duplexers are Chinese 
built 100w units.  Controller is the TalkTone model RT-FDR1. 
Asking $800 or best offer.  May consider parting out the system. 
Contact Andy vie email: derswede@icloud.com

HELP WANTED

THIS SPACE FOR YOUR GEAR TO SELL.  OR TO LOOK FOR THAT RARE PIECE OF 
RADIO GEAR.  NOT HARD TO WRITE, I’LL HELP AND IT IS FREE.  SO DO IT!  
SUUUUCH A DEEEEAL!

MORE GOODIES FOR SALE FROM RALEIGH
See our sister club’s website for more 
https://www.rars.org/classifieds.php

Tower Base Insulator Posted May 29th, 2021 by: KB4BR 
Contact: hicks084702@gmail.com 
AM Broadcast tower leg insulator . Provides 3 legged 
mounting, and is 28 inches high. Comes with center mounting 
bolt. Fine shape. Perfect for 20 or 40 mtr vertical. Weighs 
~150 pounds. UPU, located in Wil-mington. $200, No checks. 
Yes, picture available. Ham / KB4BR 

Xiegu G-90 20 watt SDR HF radio (new in box) $320 Posted 
May 23rd, 2021 by: KS9F Contact: delsner@rensle.com   
Built in antenna tuner, specturm analyzer, keyer and a lot of 
nice other features in this little radio. I bought an Icom IC-705 
and the XYL says I have too many radios! Check out the 
specs here - https://www.csi-radios.com/g90-20-watt-sdr-hf-
radio/ Don Elsner KS9F m 919-623-0120  delsner@rensle.com

Knwood TS-590SG Posted May 21st, 2021 by: K4RLC 
Contact: Kenwood TS-590SG for sale. k4rlcc@hotmail.com  
Lightly used for abt a year. New Firmware upgraded and rig 
customized by W4AUV. Great CW rig...original box, 
manuals, cables, etc. (Upgrading to new radio) -Includes: 
RSP-2 which makes great Spectrum Scope with SDR Uno 
software. -Kenwood MC-60 Desk Mic. -$1250 plus shipping. 
Prefer pickup North Raleigh. Bob K4RLC 
Bconder@yahoo.com 

Cushcraft 5 Element 6 Meter Beam Antenna Posted May 17th, 
2021 by: KN4RFT Contact: kn4rft@gmail.com 
For Sale is one Cushcraft 5 Element 6 Meter Beam Antenna 
disassembled with ~35 feet of coax. The an-tenna condition is 
used and the U-bolts for the elements need to be replaced 
before assembly. The boom and elements are in good 
condition and are straight. Documentation and assembly 
instructions are included. Price $80 obo. Contact KN4RFT by 
phone at 919-906-7844 or by email at kn4rft@gmail.com. 
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HP 8559A Spectrum Analyzer 10 
MHZ to 21 GHz, great condition.  
Includes the 182T display.  Last 
went to HP about 8-10 years ago 
for calibration.  On the display is 
0dBm 1.5 GHz signal with 100 
kHz FM modulation (the bright 
spot is an artifact of the camera 
due to the sweep).  I am the 
second owner of this unit.  $650.  
Trade for ham gear? Pick up only.  
Don, WS4NC dedwards <at> 
dwepe <dot> com.

HP 8657D 100 kHz to 1030 MHZ CW, AM, FM, Pulse and pi/4 
QPSK modulation.  Great condition, last NIST calibrated about 
8 years ago, but still dead on accurate.  This has been my shop 
spare generator for about 5 years now.  I need to thin the herd.  
This is a serious quality generator.  I am the second owner of this 
instrument.  $650.  Trade for ham gear? Pick up only.  
Don,WS4NC dedwards <at> dwepe <dot> com

More Classified on the next page
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Silent Key Estate Sale / Garage Sale Posted May 11th, 2021 
by: KN4RFT Contact: kn4rft@gmail.com 
Daryl K4DCP is handling the estate of a local silent key on 
behalf of the ham's family. Daryl is arranging times to come 
shop in his garage in after work. Items include: 2 430 and 1 
440 HF Kenwood HF radios. Icom HT radio. Signal 
generators. HP and Marconi scopes. 5 Rotors and 2 
controllers. 2 80 foot Rohn 25 towers with rotor plates and 
tops, disassembled and on site. Good condition. $400 each. A 
third 40 tower is off site with an array of antennas installed. 
The buyer of the third tower will be responsible for its 
disassembly and removal. Contact Daryl by phone at 919-868-
3677, his address is good on QRZ. 

KZ4JB Estate Sale Posted May 9th, 2021 by: RHDA Contact: 
w.rhett.davis@gmail.com  Kenwood TM-V7 FM dual bander 
$190 Electro-Voice RE20 Variable-D cardioid dynamic 
microphone $200 Electro-Voice 664 cardioid dynamic 
microphone $100 Astatic D-105 lollipop microphone $40 
ICOM IC-2AT handheld transceiver $10 Triplet 630 vintage 
multimeter (no cables) $30 Sound Design 338 headphones $10 
For pictures and updated availability, please see the following 
PDF file: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MInApgOkKwbxJFNANMg
AE3_kuSQ3J0q_/view?usp=sharing Please contact me by 
email or text/call 919-302-8557. Thanks, Rhett 

FT-8900R Posted May 8th, 2021 by: KT4EM Contact: 
rwphile@gmail.com   Barely used. Comes with box and all 
accessories. Separation kit, ADMS programming software and 
cable included. Can send pictures as needed. 375.00, cash or 
Venmo. Local pick up only.

 Kenwood 480SAT Posted May 6th, 2021 by: W4AUV 
Contact: w4auv@bellsouth.net  Rig is in good condition. 
Comes with 500HZ CW filter. No TCXO. Never really needed 
it in this radio. Was installed in my company truck while 
working. Have manual and schematics. No original box. Unit 
also has MARS mod. Works great. $575. 

1-5/8 INCH FOAM HARDLINE APPROX . 350 FEET Posted 
May 4th, 2021 by: W2GLA Contact: w2gla@arrl.net  1- 5/8 
INCH HARDLINE APPROX 350 FEET WITH DIN 
CONNECTORS & GROUND WIRES ATTACHED 
ATTENUATION AT 50MHZ/100FT IS 0.137DB. 
CONDITION: GOOD. MUST PICK UP IN WAKE FOREST 
N.C. CALL JERRY: 919 556-5506 PRICE: $365.
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Butternut HF-9v nine band vertical $40

From the Rowan Amateur Radio Society Harmonics 
Newsletter

For Sale/or give away Joshua Hallenbeck, (now W4RW) has a 
number of items (antennas) he would like to sell. Here is his 
message”  I have several HF antennas  and a 45’ mast that I am 
selling due to space restrictions at my current residence. All of 
these antennas have been used by myself and are in working 
condition with all parts needed. They aren’t pristine, but there is 
only minimal weathering and no erosion. I also have several 
V/UHF antennas that are in good condition, just more than I 
need. I’ve included the models and price with the photos below. 
The give away I mentioned is a Heathkit Hybrid Phone Patch 
(HD-15) owned by Clarence, K4SHU, with manual. Feel free to 
reach me at amateurradioworldemail@gmail.com You can also 
call or text 704-956-9172. I’ll be happy to answer any questions 
you have. Joshua (W4ARW)—

More Classified on the next page
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ESTATE SALE

I was contacted over the W4PAR website by Rebecca Hill, asking if we could help her dispose of her father’s (WB4DNK) ham gear. He has entered an assisted living facility, so he’s 
now off the air. She sent me a listing of the items and she has set her prices. I think most of them are in the general vicinity of where they should be, although I have to wonder about a 
$1500 dipole antenna. I’ve spot checked a number of the largest items against ads on QRZ to see how her prices looked. BTW, that dipole is $1600 new on DX Engineering. 

PDF file of the items is attached. It contains an email address as a contact point. All the items are still in her Dad’s shack and are available for inspection. I’ve looked at the 
information she’s provided and it passes my sniff test, for what that is worth to you.  If this isn’t something you want to get involved with, let me know and I’ll work it through my 
connections.

Bill, W4EXT

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

FARC Newsletter Page 

PICTURES NEXT PAGE

THIS PAGE AND NEXT PAGE
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MORE GOODIES FOR SALE 

19-INCH RELAY RACKS

19-Inch racks are getting hard to find.  Great for any Dr. Frankestein’s looking to build monster.  I 
recognize the gear as old Bowman Grey research equipment from the early 1960s.  They are closed 
cabinets. Have old medical research gear in them. One might be an EKG.   [ED:  Probably the two 
monitors have the long lasting orange phosphers of that era so slow traces could be seen for seconds 
rather than milliseconds.  A quick trip to 109 sandblasting (who will also paint them) would make 
these like new.]  They are located in Winston-Salem, NC.  Marshall T. marshalletyler <at> gmail 
<dot> com  336-972-1294 cell

Mebane AWA Swap Meet
by Don, WS4NC

Brian, KN4R, sent me these photos AFTER THE 
EVENT!  Oh, I’m mad now (but I’ll get over it).  I have 
about 5,000 cubic feet of antique radios that have to 
find a home.  If I had known I would have been there 
to unload some goodies.  

, 2021

WE HAVE A FEW YLs (STACEY AND MARCIA FOR 
TWO)  WHO LIKE CW WHO MIGHT 

CHALLENGE THIS IDEA!



Diddle-De-Dah-De-Don
That’s All Folks . . . 

by Don, WS4NC

No matter how bad my 
prose is . . . it could have 
been verse.  

Still pushing CW.  There is 
a planned short program 
on learning CW for the 
June meeting, but most of 
the program will be about 
Field Day.

You know, if someone wanted to take over the Dates 
and Events column, I wouldn’t fight you for it (hint, 
hint).  And write something!  You’ll be (locally) famous! 
.

Uh, did I mention pay your dues?

Thanks to contributors this month, especially Dick, 
W4PID for his DX column; Brian, KN4R always sends 
the most interesting history items; to everyone at the 
Asheville Radio Museum, to Kent for all his work as 
Treasurer; to Sam, for looking after all of this; to 
Stacey, W1LLO, for the minutes and for some funnies; 
Harlan, W1HRC, for Auxcomm; Terry, AK4D for some 
funnies and to all who make FARC such a smooth 
running organization.  Looking forward to our next 
meeting.   And very defiantly looking forward to getting 
back to 66 Pizza!                                                 dit dit

Smile.Amazon.Com 

Don’t forget to order on Smile when you order.  Every bit helps 
since we had to cancel October hamfest.  and April is not certain.
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Amazon Smile Program

Do you buy stuff from Amazon?  If you do there is a way for FARC 
to earn a little money here.  Go to the Amazon Smile link below 
and register and select Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Inc.  
Amazon will donate 0.5% of your purchases to FARC.  It costs 
you nothing more, but it benefits the club.  Anything you order has 
to be ordered from the Amazon Smile link – if, after you register, 
you forget to order through the smile program it will usually remind 
you.  Again it costs you nothing more.  Amazon is supporting legal 
501c(3) organizations through this program.  Thanks Amazon 
and thanks to Raja, KB6MTH for pointing this out. 
https://smile.amazon.com/

 Amazon Smile iPhone
by Stacey, W1LLO

AmazonSmile is now supported on the iPhone Amazon app! If 
you make most of your purchases through your phone, you now 
have the option to automatically have Amazon donate a small 
percentage of your purchase price to the Forsyth Amateur Radio 
Club. Simply go to ‘Settings’ then ‘AmazonSmile’ and follow the 
instructions to turn it on. Please note, you will have to occasionally 
repeat this process every so often to keep your AmazonSmile 
charity selection activated. When you’re done, you’ll know it’s 
activated when you see ‘AmazonSmile’ in the app header! Thank 
you for supporting the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club!

I’M A FEW
DITS SHY
OF AN ‘E’.

THAT’S 
WHAT PEOPLE

SAY.
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New Members

This month we would like to welcome our newest FARC 
membesr.  and GUSTAVO A HERRERA, K4LLH CHRIS, 
W4CKH MARK,  ,   Also added to the Newsletter list:  
KO4QXZ (NEW TECHNICIAN) SUMMERFIELD;  
ALBERT,  KR3HAB (NEW GENERAL), THOMASVILLE;  
MICHAEL, KO4QYA (TECHNICIAN) KING, NC;  SEAN,  
KO4OVA (NEW GENERAL),   THOMASVILLE.    
Hopefully they all can join us at Field Day or our next in-
person meeting,   As always, if you are new to the area, or 
just new to Ham Radio, send us an email.  We love to 
welcome new members.  Any recent area FCC test-takers 
are welcome to send us an application and FARC will add 
them as a member for the current year.
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GOTO W4NC.COM
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Forsyth County
 

AUXCOMM
 

Registration Form
 

 

 

Form FCA 100
 

 

Revision: Reissue
 

 

Date: 1 April 2021
 

 

 
Forsyth County AuxComm

 
 

(Previous Editions Are Obsolete And May Not Be Used)

  

 

Name:
  

Call Sign:
  

Mailing Address:
  

City, State, ZIP code:
  

e-mail address(es):
  

Home phone number:  

Work phone number:  

Cell phone number:  

License Class:  

 

Check bands and modes that you can operate: 
 

MODE HF 6 meters 2 meters 222 MHz  440 MHz  Others   

SSB       

CW       

FM       

WinLink       
DATA MODE       
Other modes 
(specify below) 

      

       

       

       

       
Mobile 
Operation

 
      

       

        

 Check current training Certifications:
 

 
 

ICS 100
  

ICS 200 
     

ICS 700    
 

ICS 800
   

SKYWARN (Date) ________
 

 
  

AuxComm  
  

Other: __________________________________________________
 

 
 Can your home station be operated without commercial

 
power?  

 
Yes

     
No

   

 Signature
 

Date
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